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To  the  Right  Honourable 


Marquis,  Earl,  and  Vifcounc  Hallifax , 
Baron  of  Eland , Lord  'Privy  Seal , and 
one  of  His  Majefty’s  Moil  Honou- 
rable Privy  Council. 


MY  LORD, 

i • % 

JF  I bavefet  down,  the  only  opportunity  lever 
* bad  of  kijfing  your  Lord  flip's  Hands,  a- 
mongH  the  happy  Encounters  of  my  Life , and 
take  this  occajion , fo  many  Tears  after,  to  tell 
you  fo,  your  Lordfhip  will  not , / hope , think 
your  felj  injur'd  by  fach  a Declaration  from  a 
Man  that  honours  Tou ; nor  condemn  my  Ambi - 
tion,  when  I publifh  to  the  World , that  / am 
not  altogether;  unknown  to  Tou.  Tour  Lordfhip, 
peradventure , may  have  forgot  a Converfation 
fo  little  worthy  your  remembrance  : But  the  me - 
mory  of  your  Lordfhip' s obliging  fajhion  tome  all 
that  time , can  never  die  with  me , And  though 
my  Acknowledgment  arrives  thus  late  at  you,  l 
have  never  left  it  at  home  when  l went  abroad 
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The  DEDICATION. 
into  the  left  Company.  My  Lord  1 cannot , / 
would  not  flatter  you , l do  not  think  your  Lord - 
{hip  capable  of  being  flatter'd,  neither  am  I in- 
clin'd to  do  it  to  thofe  that  are  .*  But  l cannot 
forbear  to  fay , rW  / receiv’d  fuch  an  tm - 

preftion  of  your  Vertue , W Nature,  as 

will flay  with  me  for  ever.  This  will  either  ex- 
cufe  the  Liberty  I pre fume  to  take  in  this  Den- 
tation, or,  at  leaft,  make  it  no  wonder;  and  l 
am  fo  confident  in  your  Lordfhip  s Generoftty , that 
I a (fur  e my  fe  If  you  will  not  deny  your  Proteti- 
on  to  a Man  whofe  great eft  Pullick  Crime  is  that 
of  an  ill  Writer.  A better  btok  ( if  there  be 
a better  of  the  kind  ( in  the  Original  l mean) 

had  been  a Prefent  more  fitly  fuited  to  your  Lord- 

(hip's  Quality  and  Merit,  and  to  my  Devotion. 
I could  heartily  wijhitfuch:.  But  as  it  is,  1 laj 
it  at  your  Lordfhip’ s Fleet , together  with 


My  Lord, 

Your  Lordftips  moft Humble, 
And  moft  Obedient  Servant, 


Charles  Cotton , 
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PREFACE 


TO  THE 


READER. 


MT  Dejign,  in  attempting  this  Tranfla* 
tion , was  to  prefent  my  Country  with 
a true  Copy  of  a very  brave  Original. 
How  far  / have  fucceeded  in  that  Dejign , is 
left  to  every  one  to  judge  ; and  / expefl  to 
le  the  more  gently  cenfur d,  for  having  my 
felf  fo  modejl  an  Opinion  of  my  own  Perfor- 
mance, as  to  confefs  that  the  Author  has  fuf- 
ferd  by  me,  as  well  as  the  former  Tranflator ; 
tho  I hope,  and  dare  affirm,  that  the  Mif- 
interpretations  l (hall  le  found  guilty  of,  are 
neither  fo  numerous,  nor  Jo  graft.  I cannot 
difcern  my  own  Errors ; it  were  unpardonable 
in  me  if  l could,  and  did  not  mend  them  ; but 
l can  fee  his  ( except  when  we  are  both  mi- 
flake  #,)  and  thofe  l have  cor  reded ; but  am 
not  fo  ilbnatur  d as  to  Jhew  where.  In  truth , 
both  Mr ■ Florio  and  I are  to  be  excus'd , where 
we  mifs  of  the  Senfe  of  the  Author , whofe  Lan- 
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The  Preface  to  the  Reader. 

guage  is  fuck,  in  many  P laces,  as  Grammar 
cannot  reconcile,  which  renders  it  the  hardefl 
Book  to  make  a juflifialle  Verfion  of  that  l yet 
ever  faw  in  that , or  any  other  Language  I un- 
derhand ; ittfomuch , that  tho ' I do  think , and 
am  pretty  confident , I underjland  French  as 
iiell  as  many  Men , / have  yet  fometimes  been 
forc'd  to  grope  at  his  Meaning.  Peradven- 
ture , the  greatefl  Critic  k would ' in  fome  Places , 
have  found  my  Author  alftrufe  enough . Tet  are 
not  thefe  Miflakes  I f peak  of,  either  Jo  many, 
or  of  fo  great  Importance , as  to  cafl  any  fcan- 
dalous  Blemifh  upon  the  Book , but  fucb  as  few 
Readers  can  difcover , and  they  that  do,  will, 
I hope,  eafily  excufe.  ■,  - 

u The  Errors  of  the  Prefs,  / mu(l,  in  part , 
take  upon  my  felf , living  at  fo  remote  a di- 
( lance  from  it,  and  fupplying  it  with  a flublerd 
Copy  from  an  illiterate  Amanuenfis ; the  lafi  of 
which  is  provided  againfl  in  the  Quires  that 
mufl  fucceed.  ' * 
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MICH  A E L 

* 

seigneur:d£ 

V ' • 

M 0 N T A I G N E. 

Almo!f  entirely  taken  out  of  his 
own  WORKS. 


THE  Race  of  Michael  Seigneur  de  Montaigne  t 
in  Perigord,  was  Noble,  but  Noble  with- 
out any  great  Luftre  till  his  Time  : As 
to  Eftate,  he  was  feiz’d  of  above  2000  Crowns 
of  Yearly  Revenue.  He  was  born,  to  his  Father* 
the  Third,  in  order  of  Birth,  .of  his  Children, 
and  by  him  deliver’d  to  Goflips  of  the  meaneft 
Condition  to  be  baptiz’d,  with  a Defign  rather 
to  oblige  and  link  him  to  thole  who  were  likely 
to  ftand  in  need  of  him,  than  to  fuch  as  he 
mighc  ftand  in  need  of : He  moreover  fent  him 
from  his  Cradle,  to  be  brought  tfpf  in  a poor  Vil- 
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lage  of  his,  and  there  continu’d  him  all  the 
while  he  was  at  Nurfe,  and  longer,  forming 
him  to  the  loweftj  and  moft  common  manner  of 
Living  : Wherein  he  certainly  fo  well  enur’d 
himfelf  to  Frugality  and  Aufterity,that  they  had 
much  ado,  during  aft  the  Time  of  his  Infancy 
efpecially,  to  corre&  the  Refufals  he  made  of 
Things  that  Children  of  his  Age  are  commonly 
greedy  of;  as  Sugars,  Sweet- meats,  Marchpanes, 
and  the  like.  ■ ■ ’ v 


No  doubt  the  Greek  and  Lath  Tongues  are  a 
very  fair,  and  a very  great  Advance ; but,  as  he 
himfelf  obferves,  they  are  now-a-days  too  dear 
bought.  His  Father  having  made  all  diligent  In- 
quiry that  poflibly  could  be,  amongft  the  Learn- 
ed Men,  for  an  exquifite  Method  of  Education, 
was  caution’d  of  the  Inconvenience  then  in  Ufe, 
and  told,  that  the  tedious  Time  that  is  employ’d 
in  the  Languages  of  the  Ancient  Greeks  and  Ro- 
rrtanij  which  coft  them  nothing,  is  the  only 
Realon  that  we  cannot  arrive  to  that  Grandeur 
of  Soul,  and  Perfe&ion  of  Knowledge,  that  was 
in  them.  The  Expedient  that  he  found  out  for 
this  was,  that,  whilft  he  was  at  Nurfe,  and  be- 
fore he  began  to  fpeak,  he  deliver’d  him  to  the 
Care  of  a German , (who  fince  dy’d  a Famous 
Phyfician  in  France)  totally  ignorant  of  our  Lan- 
guage, and  very  well  vers’d  in  the  Latin  Tongue. 
This  Man,  that  he  had  brought  out  of  his  own 
Country,  and  entertain’d  with  a very  great  Sal- 
lary  for  this  Purpofe,  had  the  Child  continually 
in  his  Arms,  to  whem  there  were  added  two 
others  more  moderately  Learned,  to  attend  him 
and  to  relieve  the  firft  ; which  Three  entertain’ 
him  with  no  other  Language  but  Latin.  As  to 
the  reft  of  the  Family,  it  was  an  inviolable  Rule, 
that  neither  his  Father,  nor  fo  much  as  his  Mo. 

L : . . •••*'*•'  ther, 
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Michael  Seigmur  de  Montaigne, 
ther,  Man,  or  Maid,  fpoke  any  Word  in  h» 
Hearing,  but  fuch  as  every  one  had  learn’d  on- 
ly to  prattle  with  him.  And  ’tis  not  to  be 
believ’d  how  all  of  them  profited  by  this  Method  ; 
his  Father  and  Mother  learned,  by  this  means, 
Latin  enough  to  underftand,  and  to  ferve  thenv- 
felves  withal  at  need,  as  all  thofe  Servants  did, 
who  were  moft  about  his  Perfon.  To  be  fiiort, 
they  did  Latm  it  at  fiich  a rate,  that  it  over- 
flow’d to  the  Neighbouring  Villages,  where,  by 
Ufe,  feveral  Latin  Appellations  of  Artizans,  and 
their  Tools,  have  got  footing,  and  there  remain 
to  this  Day.  For  his  part,  he  was  above  Sis: 
Years  old  before  he  underftood  any  more  of 
French,  or  Terigordin,  than  of  Arebick*  and,  with- 
out Art,  Books,  Grammar,  or  Precepts,  with- 
out Whipping , and  without  Tears,  he  had 
learn’d  to  fpeak  as  pure  Latin  as  his  Mailer,  for 
he  could  neither  alter  it  nor  mix  it.  If,  for 
Example,  they  gave  him  a Theme,  after  the 
College  Mode  they  gave  it  to  others  in  French , 
but  they  were  fain  to  give  it  him  in  ill  Latin  to 
put  it  into  good  : And  Nicholas  Gronchi , who  has 
Writ  a Book  de  Commitiis  Rotnanorum  • Guiliaume 
Guerente , who  has  writ  a Commentary  upon 
Ariftotle  i George  Buchanan , that  great  Scotch  Poet ; 
and  Mark  Anthony  de  Mur  eta,  whom  both  France 
and  Italy  acknowledge  for  the  bell  Orator  of  his 
Time,  his  Domeftick  Tutors  have  oft  fince  told 
him.  That  he  had  that  Language  in  his  Child- 
hood fo  ready,  and  at  hand,  they  were  afraid  to 
accolt  him. 

As  to  the  Greek,  his  Father  defign’d  to  have  it 
taught  him  by  Art  • but,  by  a new  Method, 
and  that  by  Way  of  Sport  and  Recreation,  they 
toll  their  Declenfions  to  and  fro,  after  the  man- 
ner of  thofe,  who,  by  certain  Tricks  upon  the 
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Chefs-board,  learn  Aritbmetick , and  Geometry} 
So,  amongft  other  things,  he  had  been  advis’d 
to  make  him  relifh  Learning  and  Duty*  by  an 
jinforc’d  Will,  and  his  own  Device,  and  to  E- 
ducate  his  Soul  with  all  Sweetnefs  and  Liberty  3 
without  Aufterity  or  Compulfion.  Which  he 
alfo  did  to  fuch  a degree  of  Superftition,  that 
feeing  fome  are  of  Opinion,  that  it  troubles  the 
Brains  of  Children  to  be  fuddenly  rous’d  in  a 
Morning,  and  to  be  fnatch’d  away  from  fleep, 
wherein  they  are  much  deeper  plung’d  than 
Men,  with  hafte  and  violence  ; he  always  cau-  ■ 
fed  him  to  be  waked  by  the  found  of  fome  Mu- 
fical  Inftrumerit,  and  was  never  unprovided  of 
a Mufician  for  that  purpofe. 

But  as  they  who  are  impatient  to  be  cur ’dj 
fubmit  to  all  forts  of  Remedies,  and  every  one9  ‘ 
Advice  ,*  the  good  Man,  being  extreamly  timo- 
rous of  failing  in  a thing  he  had  fo  much  fet  his 
Heart  upon,  fuffer’d  himfelf  at  laft  to  be  carried 
away  by  the  common  Opinion , which  like 
Cranes,  always  follow  that  which  went  before^ 
and  fubmitted  to  Cuftom,  having  now  no  more 
thofe  Perfons  about  him,  who  had  given  him 
the  tirft  Inftru&ions,  that  he  had  brought  out 
of  Italy.  And  about  :the  fixth  Year  of  his  Age. 
fent  him  to  the  College  of  Guyenne , at  that  time 
very  flourilhing,  and  the  ben  in  France.  And 
there  it  was  notpoffible  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
Care  he  had  in  chooftng  for  him  the  beft  Cham*- 
ber-Tutors,  and  in  all  other.  Circumftances  of 
Education,  wherein  he  referv’d  feverai  particu* 
lar  Forms,  contrary  to  the  College  Ufance  ; but 
fo  it  was,  that  it  was  a College  ftiil,  and  this  urr- 
ufual  Method  of  Education, was  here  of  no  greater 
advantage  to  him,  than  at  his  hrft  coming  to 
preferr  him  to  one  of  the  higher  ClafTes, -ibr-at 
..  . •.  thirteen 
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thirteen  Years  of  Age,  h®  had  run  through  his 
whole  Courfe. 

At  the  Age  of  three  and  thirty  he  married  a 
Wife,  though,  might  he  have  been  left  free  to 
his  own  Choice,  he  would  have  avoided  mar- 
rying, even  WifJom  herfelf,  had  fhe  been  wil- 
ling. But  ’tisto  much  purpofe,  fays  he,  to  re- 
fill Cuftom,  and  the  common  Ufance  of  Life 
will  have  it  fo.  Neverthelefs,  this  Marriage  of 
his  was  not  Spontaneous,  he  was  put  upon  it, 
and  led  to  it  by  odd  Accidents.  And  as  great  a 
Libertine  as  he  confefTes  himfelf  to  be,  he  more 
ftridly  obferv’d  his  Matrimonial  Vow,  than  he 
expelled  from,  or  had  propos’d  to  himfelf. 

His  Father  left  him  Montaigne  in  Partage  as 
the  eldeft  of  his  Sons,  Prophefyihg  that  he 
would  Ruine  it,  confidering  his  Humour;  fp 
little  difpos’d  to  live  at  home : But  he  was  de- 
ceiv’d, for  he  liv’d  upon  it  as  he  entred  into  it, 
excepting,  that  it  was  fomething  better,  and  yet 
without  Office,  or  any  other  Foreign  helps. 
As  to  the  reft,  if  Fortune  never  did  him  any 
violent  or  extraordinary  Offence,  fo  fhe  never 
fhewed  him  any  fignal  Favour  s Whatever  he 
had  in  his  Houle  that  proceeded  from  her  Li- 
berality, was  there  before  he  came  to  it,  and 
above  a hundred  Years  before  his  Time:  He 
never  in  his  own  particular  had  any  folid  and  ef- 
fential  Advantages,  for  which  he  flood  indebted 
to  her  Bounty.  Shefjiew’d  him  Airy,  Honorary, 
and  Titular  Favours,'  without  Subfiance  ; She 
procur’d  for  him  the  Collar  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Michael , which,  when  young,  he  coveted  above 
all  other  things^  in  being  at  that  time  the  uc- 
moft  Mark  of  Honour  of  the  French  Noblefs, 
and  very  Rare..'  But  of  all  her  Favours,  there 
was  none  with  which  he  was  fo  well  pleas’d. 
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as  an  Authendck  Bull  of  a Roman  Burgefs,  thaf 
was  granted  to  him  with  great  civility  and  bouri-’ 
ty,  in  a Journey  he  mqdeto  Rome,  which  ia 
tranfcrib’d  in  Form  in  the  fixth  Chapter  of  the 
third  Book  of  his  Eflays,  \ 

MeJJieurs.  He  Bourdeaux,  eleded  him  Mayor  of 
their  City,  being  then  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  at  Rome,  and  yet  more  Remote  from  any' 
fuch  Expedation,  which  made  him  excufe  «ii&s 
felfj  but  that  would  not.  f?rve  his  turn,  and. 
moreover  the  King  interpos’d  his  Command, 
*Tis  an  Office  that  ought  to  be  look’d  upon  with 
the  greatefl  Efteem,  as  it  hap  ho  other  Perqui- 
fits  and  Benefits  belonging  to  it,  than  the  meer 
honour  of  its  Execution.  It  lafts  but  two  years, 
but  may,  by  a fecondEIediofj,  be  continued 
longer*,  though  that  rarely  .happens.  It  was 
to  him,  and  had  been  fo  twice  before,  ones 
fome  years  fince  to  Monfievr  de  Lattfac,  ana 
more  lately  to  Monfitur  de  By  rone,  jliartfcbal  of 
France,  in  whofe  place  he  lgcceeded,  and  left 
his  to  Monfieur  de  Motignon , alfo  Aiarefcbal  of 
France,  proud  of  fo  noble  a Fraternity.  His  Far* 
ther,  a Man  of  great  Honour  and  Equity,  had 
formerly  alfo  had  the  fame  Dignity,  All  the 
Children  his  Wife  brought  died  at  Nurfe  faving 
Leonor  an  only  Daughter,  whom  he  difpos’d  in 
Marriage  fome  two  Years  before  his  Death. 

The  firft  printing  of  his  Eflays  was  in  the 
Year  i j8o,  at  which  time  the  publick  Applaufe 
gave  him,  as  he  fays,  a little  more  afiurance 
than  he  expeded.  He  has  fince  added,  but  con- 
reded  nothing : His  Book  having  been  always 
the  fame,  faving  that  upon  every  new  Impref- 
fion,  he  took  the  Privilege  to  add  fomet;hing, 
that  the  Buyer  might  not  go  away  with  his  Hands 
quite  empty.  His  Perfon  was  ftrong  , and  well 
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knit  j his  Face  not  fat,  but  tail,  his  Complexi- 
on betwixt  Jovial  and  Melancholick,  moderate- 
ly Sanguine  and  hot  j his  Conftitution  health- 
ful and  fpritely,  rarely  troubled  with  Difeafes, 
’till  he  grew  into  Years,  that  he  begun  to  be  af- 
fli&ed  with  the  Cholick  and  Stone.  As  to  the 
reft,  veryobftinate  in  his  hatred,  and  contempt 
of  Phyficians  Prefbriptions ; an  hereditary^  An- 
tipathy ; his  leather  having  liv’d  ehreefcore  arid 
fourteen  Years,  his  Grand-father  threefcore  and 
nine  ; and  his  great' Grand- father  almoft  four- 
fcore  Years,  without  having  ever  tailed  any 
fort  of  Medicine. 

He  died  in  the  Year  i^a.  the  i;n&.  of  Sep- 
tember, a veryconftant,  and  Philofophical  Death, 
being  aged  fifty  nine  Years,  fix  Months,  and 
eleven  Days ; and  was  buried  at  Bourdeaux , in 
the  Church  of  a Conimendary  of  St.  Jntbonp^ 
now  given  to  the  Religious  FeuiSanthtes : Where 
his  Wife  Francoife  de  la  Cajjaigne , and  his  Daugh- 
ter, have  ere&ed  for  him  an  honourable  Monu- 
ment, having,  like  his  Anceftors,  pad  over  hfs 
jLife  and  Death  in  the  Catholick  Religion. 
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' A 

VINDICATION 

. : • OF;' 

Montaigne’s  Essays  ' 


HE  Effays  of  Michael  de  Montaigne 
are  juftly  rank’d  amongft  Mif- 
cellaneous  Books : for  they  are 
on  various  Subjeds,  without  Or- 
der and  Connexion,*  and  the 
very  Body  of  the  Dlfcourfcs  has 
rti'l  a greater  Variety.  This  fort  of  Confufion 
does  not  however  hinder  People  of  all  Qualities 
to  extol  thefe  Effays  above  all  the  Books  that 
ever  they  read,  and  they  make  them  their  chief 
Study.  They  think  that  other  Mifcellanies  of  / 
ancient  and  modern  Books  are  nothing  buc  an 
unnecefiary  heap'  of  Quotations,  whereas  we 
find  in  this  Authorities  to  the  purpofe,  inter- 
mix’d with  the  Author’s  own  Thoughts ; which 
being  bold  and  extraordinary,  are  very  effectual 
to  cure  Men  of  their  Weaknefs  and  Vanity,  and 
induce  them  to  feek  Virtue  and  Felicity  by 
lawful  means.  But  becaufe  evefy  Body  is  not 
of  this  Opinion,  we  mhft  take  notice  here  of 
what  is  (aid  againft,  and  in  favour  of  thefe 
Eifays,  to  know  what  We  fhould  believe  of  ’em  ,* 
and  this  is  the  more  neceffary,  becaufe  one 
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meets  with  frequent  Opportunities  to  talk  of 
this  Author,  his  Book  being  almoft  in  the  hands 
of  all  People. 

The  Enemies  of  Montaigne  tell  us,  that  his 
Book  is  fo  far  from,  infpiring  his  Readers  with 
the  Love  of  Virtue,  that  on  the  contrary,  fome 
of  his  Difcourfes  being  Buff’d  with  free  and  li- 
centious Words,  they,  teach  them  fome  Vices  of 
which  they  were  ignorant,  or  elfe  are  the  Occa- 
sion that  they  take  a Pleafure  in  fpeaking  there- 
of, and  at  laft  induce  them  to  fall  into  the  fame. 
That  his  Difcourfes  upon  Several  Effe&s  of  Na- 
ture are  rather  fit  to  divert  his  Thoughts  from 
true  Religion,  than  to  convince  them  of  the 
Truth  of  it,  and  are  altogether  unbecoming  a 
Chriftian  Philofopher.  That  notwithftanding 
his  Propositions  and  Affertions  are  for  the  raoft 
part  weak  and  falfe,  yet  they  are  very  dangerous 
for  feveral  Perfons,  who  either  want  Learning, 
or  haVe  too  great  a byafs  for  Libertinifm.  That 
befides  an  indifferent  Knowledge  of  practical 
Morals  and  Hiftory,  which  Montaigne  had  ac- 
quir’d in  reading  Seneca  and  Plutarch , having, 
convers’d  with  few  other  Books,  as  he  owns 
himfejf,  he  had  hardly  a Tin&ure  of  other  Sci- 
ences and  Arts,  even  not  of  the  Theory  of 
Moral  Philofophy,  That  he  was  as  ignorant  in 
other  parts  of  Philofophy,  as  Phyfick,  Meta- 
phyfick,  and  Logickj  which  does  fufficiently 
appear  by  his  wrong  Inferences  on  feveral 
things.  That  he  underftood  very  little  what  we 
call  Humanity,  or  Belles  Lettres,  as  one  may  fee 
by  his  unpolice  Stile,  and  the  Confufion  of  his 
Difcourfes,  which  fliew  him  a very  ill  Gram- 
marian, and  a bad  Rhetorician ; and  as  he  talks 
as  poficively  and  boldly  as  the  molt  learned 
Men,  Scaliger  was  us’d  to  Bile  him  a bold  Igno* 
. rant. 
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rant.  Thefe  angry  Gentlemen  do  likewife  pre- 
tend, that  what  is  moft  admii’d  in  Montaigne  is 
ftoln  from  fome  ancient  Authors,  Jand  that  if 
thofe  Quotations  and  the  little  Stories  he  tells 
us  about  his  Temper  and  Inclinations  were  ta- 
ken out  of  his  Book,  the  reft  would  be  very 
little  or  nothing  at  all. 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  moft  material 
Objections  made  againft  Montaigne  ,•  not  to  men- 
tion here  feveral  Authors,  who  have  purpofely 
written  againft  his  Opinions,  as  Mr.  De  Silbon 
in  his  Book  of  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul, 
wherein  he  confutes  what  Montaigne  has  alledg’d 
to  prove  that  Brutes  are  capable  of  thinking. 
Cbanety  in  hisTreatife  of  the  Operations  of  the 
Underftanding,  quotes  Montaigne's  ElTays,  as  a 
Work  wherein  Judgment  had  no  ftiare,  becaufe* 
fays  he,  every  judicious  Man  loves  Order,  and 
there  is  nothing  but  Confufion  in  that  whole 
Book. 

Having  thus  impartially  related  what  is  urg’d 
againft  Montaigne,  we  proceed  now  to  mention 
what  is  faid  in  his  Vindication.  And  We  might 
here,  in  the  firft  place,  make  ufe  of  the  long 
Preface  Madamoifelle  de  Gottrnay  has  prefix’d  to 
the  French  Folio  Edition  of  his  Effays,  165-2. 
wherein  fbe  does  not  only  give  a full  Anfwer 
to  all  the  Objections  made,  or  that  can  be  made 
againft  Montaigne , but  alfo  talks  of  him  as  of  a 
Man  whofe  Works  have  reviv’d  Truth  in  his 
Age,  and  which  therefore  fhe  calls  the  Quintef- 
fenct  of  Pbilofophy,  the  Hellebore  of  Mans  Folly , the 
Setter  at  Liberty  of  the  Under  [landing,  and  the  Judi- 
cial Throne  of  Reafon.  But  we  do  not  think  fit  to 
infift  upon  her  Evidence,  for  notwithftanding 
the  folid  Arguments  her  Opinion  is  grounded 
upon,  fhe  may  be  fufpeCted  to  be  blindfolded 
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With  the  paffionate  Love  fhe  had  tor  her  excel- 
lent Father:  and  befides,  we  have  fo  many 
great  Men  to  produce  in  favour  of  Montaigne , 
that  we  tiiay  without  any  prejudice  tohisCaufe, 
Wave  the  Evidence  of  Madamoifelle  de  Gournay. 
Thefe  will  tell  you,  that  if  he  has  handled  any 
Matters  with  an  uncommon  Freedom,  this  is 
an  effed  of  his  generous'  Temper,  which  was 
free  from  any  bafe  Compliance ; and  as  to  his 
Love  for  Virtue,  and  his  Religion,  they  appeal 
to  his  very  Book  it  felf.  Whereby  that  Truth 
Will  appear,  if  the  Paflfages  alledg’d  to  prove 
the  contrary  are  examin’d  without  Partiality, 
and  not  by  themfelves,  but  according  to  the 
Connexion  they  have  with  what  precedes  or 
follows. 

Stephen  Pafyuier , that  fincere  Writer,  deals 
more  fairly  with  Montaigne  than  Silhon,  Balzac, 
or  any  other  of  his  Oppofers,  for  he  does  not 
conceal  his  Faults,  nor  pafs  by  what  may  be 
faid  to  attenuate  or  excufe  them;  * Montaigne , 

* fays  he  in  one  of  his  Letters,  has  feveral 
- ‘ Chapters,  whereof  the  Body  is  no  ways  an- 

* fwerableto  the  Head,  Witnefs  thefe  following, 
f The  Hijlory  of  Spurina ; of  the  Resemblance  of 

* Children  to  their  Parents  • of  the  Verfes  of 
9 Virgil  ,•  of  Coaches  - of  lame  People  j of  Va~* 

■ f nit y,  and  Phyfiognomy.  Thefe  are  incohe- 
c rent  things,  wherein  the  Author  runs  from 
‘ one  Subjed  to  another,  without  any  Order 

* or  Connexion.  But  after  all,  we  muft  take 

* of  Montaigne  what  is  good,  and  not  look  upon 
9 his  Titles,  but  into  hisDifcourfes,  for  poffibly 

* he  defign’d  to  laugh  at  himfelf,  others,  and 

* humane  Capacity,  flighting  thus  the  Rules’ 

* and  fervile  Laws  of  Authors. 

• ■■■  - ' i 
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I /hall  add  on  this  point,  that  notwithftan- 
ding  feveral  of  his  Difcour/es  do  contain  quitp 
different  things  from  what  is  promis’d  in  the 
Titles,  as  Pafquier  has  obferv’d  it,  yet  it  does 
not  aly/ays  happen  (6;  and  when  he  has  done 
it,  methinks,  it  is  rather  through  Affe&atiojj 
than  Inadvertency,  to  /hew  that  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  a regular  Work.  This  does  like- 
wife  appear,  by  the  odd,  or  rather  fantaffical 
Connexion  of  his  Difcourfes,  wherein  from 
one  Matter  he  makes  long  Pigre/Iions  upon  fe- 
veral others^  No  doubt  but  he  thought  that 
one  might  take  the  fame  Liberty  in  his  Medi- 
tations, as  is  aflum’d  in  common  Conventions, 
in  which,  tho  there  be  but  two  or  three  Inter- 
locutors, ’tis  obferv’d  that  there  is  fuch  a Va.- 
riety  in  their  Difcourfes,  that  if  they  were  fet 
down  in  writing,  it  would  appear  that  by  Di- 
greflions  they  are  run  away  from  their  firft 
Subject,  and  that  the  laft  part  of  their  Conver- 
fation  is  very  little  anfwerable  to  the  firft.  This 
I verily  believe  was  his  true  Intention,  that  h? 
might  prefent  the  World  with  a free  and  origi- 
nal Work  ,•  for  Chanet  nor  any  other  of  his  Ad- 
verfaries  will  not  be  able  to  convince  the  World, 
that  this  proceeded  from  want  of  Judgment  in 
a Man  of  fuch  Parts  as  they  are  oblig’d  to  own 
in  Montaigne. 

He  defign’d  alfo  fometimes  to  conceal  his  De- 
(ign  in  his  TitJesj  as  for  iuftance,  in  his  third 
Book,  when  having  fpent  almoft  a whole 
Chapter  againft  Phyficians,  it  is  moft  likely  that 
his  Intention  was  to  conceal  it  by  intitling  the 
fame,  Of  the  Refemblance  of  Children  to  their  Pa- 
rents. For  this  gives  him  an  Opportunity  to 
tell  us,  that  he  was  affli&ed  with  the  Gravel  as 
|ns  Father  was,  and  to  difcourfe  of  the  Cure  of 
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feveraf  Diftempers,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the 
Uncertainty  of  Phyfick,  or  rather  of  the  Igno- 
Tance  of  Phyficiansj  from  whence  I conclude, 
that  in  this  whole  Chapter,  and  feveral  others, 
there  is  rather  a refin'd*  Art,  than  Ignorance. 
It  has  been  alfo  objected  againft  him,  that  he 
talks  of  no  Body  elfe  in  his  Writings,  as  if  he 
, Intended  to  propofe  himfelf  as  a neceffary  Pat- 
tern to  the  reft  of  Mankind,  tho  what  he  fays 
of  himfelf  is  for  the  moft  part  odd  and  fantafii- 
cal.  To  this  I anfwer,  that  any  Man  may  be 
an  Example  to  others,  either  tor  doing  Good, 
or  efchewing  Evil  ,*  and  that  Montaigne  does  not 
pretend  that  what  he  fays  of  himfelf  fbould  be 
taken  for  any  other  thing  than  really  it  is,  ha- 
ving a fufficient  Knowledge  of  all  humane 
Frailties,  and  of  his  own  in  particular. 

’Tis  fomewhat  furprizing  that  Montaigne  fhould 
be  blam’d  for  quoting  ancient  Authors,  when 
his  Quotations  are  made  d propos,  that  is,  for 
confirming  or  illuftrating  what  he  fays,  feeing 
■ Plutarch  and  feveral  other  excellent  Authors  have 
taken  the  fame  Liberty ; and  if  it  be  obje&ed, 
that  the  Quotations  in  Plutarch  are  taken  froni 
Greek  Authors,  and  confequently  are  in  the 
fame  Language  as  his,  whereas  Montaigne  has 
fluff’d  his  French  Book  with  Greek,  Latin,  ancj 
Italian  Verfes;  I anfwer  that  this  is  trifling,  for 
if  Montaigne  found  nothing  in  his  own  Lan- 
guage worthy  of  being  cited,  or  elfe  if  he 
thought  that  ancient  or  foreign  Writers  had 
better  treated  the  matter  he  fpeaks  of.  Pray  by 
xvhat  Law,  is  he  forbidden  to  make  ufe  of  their 
Authority  i I own,  that  in  fome  places,  he 
has  tranflated  fome  Paffages  of  ancient  Authors 
into  French,  and  has  fo  dexteroufiy  incorporate^ 
them  into  his  Work,  that  he  has  in  fome  man- 
ner 


Digitized  by  Google 


A Vindication  of  Montaigne**  Ejfays.  7 

ner  made  them  his  own,  but  where  is  the  great 
Crime  in  this,  efpecially  feeing  he  has  a world 
of  Thoughts  of  his  own,  which  are  more  fub- 
lime  and  excellent,  than  what  he  has  alledg’d 
from  others  ? 

Balfacy  in  his  XIX  Entritien , reflects  upon  his 
Language,  tho  at  the  fame  time  he  excufes  it. 

4 He  liv’d,  fays  he, in  the  Reigh  of  the  Family  of 

* Valois,  and  was  a Gafcon  by  Birth,  and  therefore 
4 it  is  impoflible,  but  his  Language  muft  have 

* fomething  of  the  Vice  common  to  his  Age  and 
4 Country.  However,  we  mnft  own,  that  his 
4 Soul  was  eloquent,  and  that  he  exprefs'd  his 

* Thoughts  in  bold  mafculine  Expreflions,  and 

* that  his  Stile  has  fome  Beauties,  above  what 
r we  could  have  expe&ed  from  his  Age.  Fl| 

4 fay  no  more  on  this  Head,  and  I know  thap 
4 it  would  be  a foTt  of  a Miracle,  that  a Perfon 
4 could  politely  fpeak  French  in  the  Barbary  of 
1 S&ucrcy  and  Ferigord.  Should  a Man,  befet  with 

* bad  Examples,  and  depriv’d  of  good  ones,  have 

* Courage  and  Strength  enough  to  defend  him- 

* felf  alone  againft  a whole  Nation  ? againft  his 
4 own  Wife,  Relations,  and  Friends,  who  are 

* as  many  Enemies  to  the  Purity  of  the  French 
4 Tongue?  The  Court  was  likewife  as  cor- 
f rupted  as  the  Country,  fo  that  it  fras  then 

* lawful  to  fail,  there  being  then  no  fettled 

* Rules  for  our  Language ; and  thofe  Faults, 

* which  are  more  ancient  than  the  Laws  them- 

* felves,  are  doubtlefs  innocent.  I conclude, 

4 fays  he  in  another  place,  that  I have  a great 
4 Veneration  for  him,  and  that  in  my  opinion 
4 he  is  comparable  to  thofe  Ancients  whom  we 
4 call  Maximo s lngenio , Arte  r tides,  &c. 

What  Balzac  fays,  in  relation  to  the  Court  of 
france  in  the  days  of  Montaigne , is  true  enough, 
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and  very  much  to  the  purpose ; but  obferve 
here  the  Vanity  and  Malice  of  that  Hypercri- 
tick,  who  piuft  refled:  upon  Montaigne's  Country  $ 
as  if  it  , were  irapoffible  that  any  Body  born  in 
Perigord  or  Quercy  Ihould  write  French  as  politely 
as  he  who  was  born  within  a Day’s  Journey 
from  Montaigne.  I know  Balzac  has  written 
more  politely  than  Montaigne , and  that  the  French 
Tongue  is  much  indebted  to  him,  but  he  whofe 
Excellency  was  chiefly  in  the  Connexion  of 
Words,  muft  not  for  all  that  pretend  to  fet  up 
for  a Judge  of  the  Thoughts  of  Montaigne , as  he 
raftily  ventur’d  upon  in  his  XVIII,  and  XIX 
. fntretien.  . , ■ • '• 

’Tis  true,  Montaigne  has  fome  provincial  Ex- 
prpffions,  but  they  are  few  in  number,*  and  it 
js  to  be  obferv’d,  that  feveral  Words  of  his 
which  \yere  at  firft  excepted  againft,  have  been 
ifince  adopted  by  the  beft  Writers,  this  being  the 
• privilege  of  great  Aurhors  to  introduce  new 
Words.  The  French  Word  enjoue  (merry)  has 
not  been  always  in  ufe,  tho  it  is  now  in  the 
Mouths  of  all  the  learned  and  police  People* 
^n.d  Montaigne  was  the  firft  Author  that  I know 
pi.  who  made  ufe  of  it  j and  fo  they  are  oblig’d 
to  hinj  for  this  Word,  which  does  not  only  fig- 
pify.  a iperry  Man,  but  likevyife  exprefies  the 
yery  eflfeds  of  Mirth  in  his  Facp,  and  chiefly 
liponjiis  Cheek,  (joues.)  > 

. Thofe  who  tell  us  that  Scaliger  was  us’d  to  call 
him  a. bold  Ignorant , do  certainly  a greater  Inju- 
ry to  Scaliger  than  to  Montaigne , for  the  Reputa- 
tion of  that  great  Man  will  never  fo  far  byaft 
jvjankind  as  to  make  them  believe  that  the  Au>- 
thor'of  a Book  wherein  there  is  fo  ipuch  Learrv- 
-jng*  jhtHild  be  an  ignorant  Fellow.  Scaliger 
was  a qettcr  Judge,  and  as  this  is  not  to  he 
“ V;  r k found 
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found  in  anyone  of  his  Works,  I think  one 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  this  Calumny  was 
contriv’d  by  fome  of  his  envious  Enemies,  who 
having  not  Strength  enough  to  encounter  him, 
made  ufe  of  this  Artifice,  to  run  down  his  Me- 
rit with  that  great  Name.  „ . 

Monfieur  de  Plaffdc,  a great  Admirer  cf  Mon- 
taigne, corre<fted  his  Chapter  of  the  Vanity  of 
Words  into  modern  French , but  as  he  owns  it 
himfelf,  it  was  no  more  Montaigne  s,  whofe  Si- 
miles and  proverbial  Expreflions,  have  a greater 
Strength,  than  the  nice  Policenefs  of  the  mo- 
dern French  Language  ; and  befides  Montaigne's 
Difcourfg  is  every  where  full  of  Sentences  and 
folid  Reafon,  which  do  not  always  admit  that 
fmooth  but  empty  way  of  Writing,  fo  much  in 
vpgue |n  France.  , . , **. 

--I  do  not  however  defign  to  defend  Montaigne 
in  every  thing  ; far  from  it,  I blame  his  Free- 
dom in  feveral  places,  and  I cannot  abide,  that 
after  having  difeours’d  of  the  exemplary  Life 
of  a holy  Man,  he  fhould  immediately  talk  as 
he  does  of  Cucjkoldom  and  Privy-Parts,  and  o* 
ther  things  of  this  nature,  which,  tbo  perhaps 
tolerable  in  another  place,  cannot  be  fuffer’din 
this ; and  I wilh  he  had  left  out  thefe  things, 
that  Ladies  might  not  be  put  to  the  blufh,  when 
his  Eflays  are  found  in  their  Libraries,  and  that 
they  might  improve  themfelves  by  reading  this 
excellent  Book,  without  putting  their  Modefty 
to  any  Torment,  as  they  muft  needs  do,  when 
they  come  to  thefe  places. 

As  for  the  reft,  there  is  hardly  any  humane 
Book  extant,  fo  fit  as  this  to  teach  Men  what 
they  are,  and  lead  them  infenfibly  to  a reafon- 
j|ble  Obfervation  of  the  moft  fecret  Springs 
pf  their  A&ipnj,-  aad  therefore  U pught  to  be 
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the  manuale  of  all  Gentlemen,  his  uncommon 
way  of  teaching,  winning  People  to  the  Pra-; 
dice  of  Virtue,  as  much  as  other  Books  fright 
them  away  from  it,  by  the  dogmatical  and  im- 
perious way  which  they  affume. 

Thus  we  have  anfwer’d  all  the  material  Ob- 
jections made  againft  Montaigne  • for  I think  the 
other  Trifles,  which  are  objected  againft  him, 
do  not  deferve  to  be  taken  notice  of,  and  I 
wonder  that  the  Author  of  the  Search  after  Truth 
fliould  fpend  his  time  updn  them,  in  a manner 
fo  unbecoming  his  Chara&er.  He  tells  us, 
after  Balzac  and  fome  others,  that  Montaigne i 
Vanity  and  Pride,  are  not  futtable  to  an  Author 
and  Philofopher,  that  it  was  ridiculous  and  ufe- 
lefs  to  keep  a Page  having  hardly  6000  Livres 
a year,  and  more  ridiculous  ftill  to  have  fo  of- 
ten mention’d  it  in  his  Writings : but  I niay  , 
anfwer,  that  it  was  very  common  in  his  time 
for  Gentlemen  of  noble  Extraction  to  keep  a 
Page,  to  ftiew  their  Quality,  tho  their  Eftate 
could  hardly  afford  them  to  keep  a Footman, 
and  that  the  6000  Livres  a Year,  were  then 
more  than  20000  now-a-days.  It  was  likewife 
very  much  unbecoming  the  Gravity  of  our  fa- 
mous Searcher  after  Truth , to  rail  at  Montaigne  be- 
caufe  he  kept  a Clerk,  when  he  was  Councel- 
lor  in  the  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux,  for  Afew- 
taigne  having  exercis’d  that  noble  Employment 
but  for  a ftiort  time,  in  his  youth  he  had  no 
occafton  to  mention  it,  and  who  ftiall  believe, 
that  he  has  conceal’d  it  out  of  Vanity,  he  who^ 
in  the  opinion  of  Malbrancbe  himfelf,  talks  of 
his  Imperfections  and  Vices,  with  too  great  a 
Freedom  ? It  is  likewife  very  ungenerous  and 
ungentleman-like  to  take  notice,  that  he  did 
not  very  well  fjiccecd  in  his  Mayoralty  of 
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Bourdeaux ; the  times  he  liv’d  in  were  very 
troublefome,  and  fuppofing  he  committed  fome 
Error,  which  they  faw  without  any  Proof, 
what  is  that  to  the  Merit  of  his  Book?  Balzac 
introduces  a Gentleman  fpeaking  thus  to  an 
Admirer  of  Montaigne.  'You  may  praife  your 

* Author,  if  you  will,  more  than  our  Cicero,  but 
f I cannot  fancy  that  a Man  who  govern’d  all 

* the  World,  was  not  at  leail  equal  to  a Perfon, 

* who  did  not  know  how  to  govern  Bourdeaux. 
This  may  very  well  pafs  for  a Je ft  ; but  is  it  a 
rational  way  of  confuting  an  Author,  to  have 
recourfe  unto  perfonal  Refle&ions,-  or  fome  In- 
cidents relating  to  his  private  Perfon  or  Quality. 
This  is  fo  mean,  that  I cannot  fancy  Balzac 
could  be  guilty  of  it,  and  I wholly  impute  it 
to  thofe,  who  have  publish’d  after  his  death, 
fome  loofe  Difcourfes  on  feveral  Subjects,  which 
they  have  intitled  his  Entretiens. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  Objections,  Montaigne 
always  had  and  is  like  to  have  Admirers,  as 
long  as  Senfe  and  Reafon  have  any  Credit  in 
the  World.  Juft  us  Lip/ius  calls  him  the  French 
Tbalesy  and  Mezerey  the  Chriftian  Seneca , and 
the  incomparable  Thuanus  had  made  an  Eulogy 
of  him,  which  being  very  (hart,  I fhall  tran- 
feribe  it  here : 

‘ Michael  de  Montaigne  Chevalier,  was  born  in 

* Ferigord,  in  a Caftle  which  had  the  Name  of 

* his  Family.  He  was  made  Gounfellor  in  the 

* Parliament  of  Bourdeaux  with  Stephen  de  la 

* Boetie , with  whom  he  contracted  fo  great  a 

* Friendfliip,  that  that  dear  Friend  was  even 

* after  his  Death  the  Object  of  his  Refpeft  and 
‘ Veneration.  Montaigne  was  extraordinary  Free 
l and  Sinter e,  as  Pofterity  will  fee  by  his  Ejjays, 
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f for  fo  he  has  intitled  that  immortal  Monu- 
‘ ment  of  his  Genius. 

J While  he  was  at  Venice , he  was  ele&ed  Mayor 

* of  BourdeauXj  which  place  was  only  bellow’d 
•*  upon  Perfons  of  the  firft  Quality,  and  even 

* the  Governours  of  tile  Province  thought  it  was 
f an  Honour  for  them.  The  Marefchal  de  Ma - 
‘ tignon , who  commanded  the  King’s  Forces  ip 
‘ that  Province  during  the  Troubles  of  the  Stat^, 
e had  fuch  an  Efteem  for  him,  that  he  cemmum- 
c cated  unto  him  the  moft  important  Affairs,  and 

* admitted  him  into  his  Council.  As  I had  a 

* Correfpondence  with  him  while  I was  in  his 

* Country,  and  fince  at  Court,  the  Conformity 
e of  our  Studies  and  Inclinations  united  us  mdt 
‘ intimately.  He  dy’d  at  Montaigne  in  the6on& 
‘ Year  of  his'Age.  1 d 

This  Teflimony  of  Thuanus  is  fufficient  to  ju- 
flify  the  Memory  of  our  Author,  for  no  Body 
will  believe  that  a.Man  of  that  Integrity  would 
have  been  fa  great  a Friend  with  fo  vicious  a 
Man  as  Malbfarkhe  has  reprefented  Montaigne.  I 
lhall  therefore  conclude  this  Difcourfe  with  a 
very  remarkable  Circumftance  mention'd  by 
Thuanus  in  his  own  Life,  Lib.  3.  which  (hews 
-that  Montaigne  was  belov’d  by  the  greateft  Prin- 
ces in  his  time,  and  honour’d  with  their  Confi- 
dence. * While  the  States  of  the  Kingdom, 

* fays  he,  were  fitting  at  Blots , Montaigne  and  I 
‘ were  difcourfing  of  the  Divifion  between  the 
s King  of  Navarre  and  the  Duke  of  Guife , 
‘ whereupon  he  told  me,  that  he  knew  the 
‘ moft  l'ecret  Thoughts  of  thofe  Princes,  as 
‘ having  been  employ’d  to  compofe  their  Dif- 
f ferences,  and  that  he  was  perfuaded,  that  nei- 

* ther  of  ’em  was  of  the  Religion  he  profefs’a. 
f That  the  King  of  Navarre  would  have  wil- 
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lingly  embrac’d  the  Religion  of  his  Predecef- 
fors,  if  he  had  not  fear’d  that  his  Party  had 
abandon’d  him,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Guife 
would  have  declar’d  himfelf  for  the  Confeffion 
of  Augsburg,  which  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain 
his  Uncle  had  infpir’d  him  with,  if  he  could 
have  done  it,  without  any  prejudice  to  his 
Interefls. 

1 thought  this  Circumftance  was  not  unwor- 
thy of  being  plac’d  here  ; but  I muft  beg  the 
Reader’s  Pardon  for  having  been  fo  long,  which' 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  Refpe<ft  I have  for  the 
Memory  of  that  excellent  Author.  I defign'd 
to  Ihew  the  Reafon  why  Montaigne  meets  with  a 
more  favourable  Entertainment  in  England  than 
in  his  native  Country,  but  having  been  already 
too  long,  I ihall  content  my  felf  to  obferve,  that 
an  Author  who  talks  freely  of  every  thing,  is  not 
fuitable  to  the  Temper  of  a fervile  Nation,  that 
has  loft  all  fenfe  of  Liberty. 

Monfteur  La)Bruyerey  in'his  celebrated  Book 
of  the  Characters  and  Manners  of  the  Age , gives 
another  Reafon  why  fome  People  condemn  Mon- 
taigne. * Two  Writers,  fays  he,  (meaning  La 

* Mothe  le  Vayer  and  Malbranche ) have  con- 

* demn’d  Montaigne : I know  that  Author  may 

* be  juftly  blam  d in  focne  things,  but  neither 

* of  ’em  will  allow  him  to  have  any  thing  va- 

* luable.  One  of  ’em  thinks  too  little  to  tafte 

* fuch  an  Author,  who  thinks  a great  deal  ,*  and 

* the  other  thinks  too  fubtily  to  be  pleas’d  with 

* what  is  natural.  This,  I believe,  is  the  gene- 
ral Chara&er  of  Montaigne  $ Enemies. 
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CHAP.  I 

That  Men  by  various  Ways  arrive  at  the 
fame  End. 

H E mod  likely  and  mod  ufual 
way  in  Pra&ice,  ol  appealing  the 
Indignation  of  fuch  as  we  have 
any  way  offended,  when  we  fee 
them  in  PofTeflion  of  the  Power 
of  Revenge,  and  find  that  we  ab- 
folutely  lie  at  their  Mercy,  is  by  Submiffion  submifw* 
(than  which,  nothing  more  flatters  the  Glory  of” 'oilipes 
an  Adverfary  ) to  move  them  to  Commiferation 
and  Pity : and  yet  Bravery,  Conftancy,  and  Re-  dcd. 
folution,  however  quite  contrary  means,  have 
fometimes  ferved  to  produce  the  fame  effedt. 

Edward  tie  Black  Prince  cf  Wales  (the  fame  who  Edward 
fo  long  govern’d  our  Province  of  Gutenne , a Per 
fon  whofe  high  Condition,  excellent  Qualities,  n”c?* 
and  remarkable  Fortune,  have  in  them  a great 
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deal  of  the  molt  noble  and  mod  confiderable 
Parts  of  Grandeur)  having,  through  fome  Mifde- 
meahours  of  theirs,  been  highly  incens’d  by  the 
Limofnt , and  in  the  heat  of  that  Refentment  ta- 
king their  City  by  Aflault,  was  not,  in  the  Riot 
commonly  atrending  fuch  Executions,  either  by 
the  Out- cries  of  the  People,  or  the  Prayers  and 
Tears  of  the  Women  and  Children,  abandon’d 
to  Slaughter  and  proftrate  at  his  Feet  for  Mercy, 
to  be  flay’d  from  profecuting  his  Revenge  ,•  till, 
penetrating  further  into  the  Body  of  the  Town, 
Re msrJ-a-  ^ at  )aft  t00k  notice  0f  three  French  Gentlemen, 
cftbrec™  w^°  w“h  incredible  Bravery,  alone  fuftained 
French  the  whole  Power  of  his  victorious  Army:.  And 
Gentle . then  it  was,  that  the  Conlideration  of,  and  the 

men'  Refped  unto  fo  remarkable  a Virtue,  firft  hope 
the  Torrent  of  his  Fury,  and  that  his  Clemency^ 
beginning  in  the  Preservation  of  thefe  three  Ca- 
valiers, was  afterwards  extended  to  all  the  re- 
SctnJer-  maining  Inhabitants  of  the  City.  Scanderbeg 
Prince  o( Epirus,  in  great  Wrath  purfuing  one  of 
his  Souldiers,  with  a refolute  Purpofe  to  kill  him,1 
and  the  Souldier  having  in  vain  tryed  by  all  the 
ways  of  Humility  and  Supplication  to  appeafe 
him,  feeing  him  notwithftanding  obftinately 
• bent  to  his  Ruine,  refolv’d,  as  his  laft  Refuge, 
to  face  about  and  exped  him  with  his  Sword  in 
his  Hand  ; which  Behaviour  of  his  gave  a fudden 
flop  to  his  Captain’s  Fury,  who,  leeing  him  af- 
fume  fo  noble  a Refolution,  receiv’d  him  to 
Grace  : an  Example,  however,  that  might 
fuffer  anotherlnterpretation  with  fuch  as  have 
not  read  of  the  prodigious  Force  and  Valour  of 
' that  Invincible  Prince.  The  Emperour  Conradt 
the  3d.  having  befieg’d  Guelpbo  Duke  of  Bavaria , 
would  not  be  prevail’d  upon,  what  mean  and 
unmanly  Satisfactions  foever  had  been  tender’d 

to 


Sctnier 


C h.  I.  Various  JVaj/s  to  the  fame  End. 


I 


to  him,  to  condefcend  to  milder  Conditions,  than 

that  the  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen  only  who  were 

in  the  Town  might  go  out  without  Violation  » . 

of  their  Honour,  on  Foot,  and  with  fo  much 

only  as  they  could  carry  about  them.  Which  was  Conjdgil 

no  fooner  known,  but  that  out  of  Magnanimity  Lov<- 

of  Heart,  and  an  Excefs  of  good  Nature,  they 

prefently  contriv’d  to  carry  out,  upon  their 

Shoulders,  their  Husbands  and  Children,  and 

even  the  Duke  himfelf  $ a Sight  at  which  the 

Emperour  was  fo  plealed,  that  ravifh’d  with 

the  Generofity  of  the  A&ion,  he  wept  for  Joy? 

and  immediately  extinguilhing  in  his  Heart  th$ 

mortal  and  implacable  Hatred  he  had  conceiv’d 

againft  this  Duke,  he  from  that  time  forward, 

treated  Him  and  His  with  all  Humanity  and 

Affe&ion.  The  one,  or  the  other,  of  thefe  two 

ways,  would  with  great  Facility  work  upon  my 

Nature  ; for  I have  a marvellous  Propenfity  to 

Mercy  and  Mildnefs,  and  to  fuch  a degree  of 

Tendernefs,  that  I fanfie,  of  the  two  I fhould 

fooner  furrender  my  Anger  to  companion  than 

Efieem  : And  yet  Pity  is  reputed  a Vice  amongft  amongft 

the  Stojcks3who  will  that  wefuccour  the  Affli&ed,  thtStucka 

but  not  that  we  fhould  be  fo  affe&ed  with  their 

Sufferings,  as  to  fuffer  with  them.  I conceiv’d 

thefe  Examples  not  ill  fuited  to  the  Queftion  in 

hand,  and  the  rather  becaufe  therein  we  obferve 

thefe  great  Souls, affaulted  and  try’d  by  thefe  two 

feveral  ways  to  refill  the  one  without  relenting, 

and  to  be  Inook  and  fubjedled  by  the  other.  It  is 

true,  that  to  fuffer  a Man’s  Heart  to  be  totally 

fubdued  by  Compaffion,may  be  imputed  Facility, 

Effeminacy,  and  Over-tendernefs  ,•  whence  it 

comes  to  pals,  that  the  weakeft  Natures,  as  of 

Women,  Children,  and  the  Common  fort  of ' 

People,  are  the  molt  fubjeft  (to  it : But  after 
, G having 
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having  refitted,  and  difdain’d  the  Power  of  Sighs 
and  Tears,  to  furrender  a Man’s  Animofity  to 
the  foie  Reverence  of  the  Sacred  Image  of 
Vertudj  this  can  be  no  other  than  theEffed  of  a 
ftrong  and  inflexible  Soul,  enamour’d  of,  and 
ravifh’d  with  a Mafculine  and  obftinate  Valour. 
Neverthelefs,  Aftonifhment  and  Admiration  may 
in  lefs  generous  Minds  beget  a like  Effed.  Wit- 
nefs  the  People  of  Thebes , who  having  put  two 
of  their  Generals  upon  Tryal  for  their  Lives, 
For  having  continued  in  Arms  beyond  the  pre- 
cife  Term  of  their  Commiflion,  very  hardly  par- 
don’d Pelopidas , who  bowing  under  the  weight 
of  fo  dangerous  an  Accufation,  had  made  no 
manner  of  Defence  for  himfelf,  nor  produc’d 
other  Arguments  than  Prayers  and  Supplications 
to  fecure  his  Head  ; whereas,  on  the  contrary, 
Epamnondas  being  brought  to  the  Bar,  and  falling 
to  magnifie  the  Exploits  he  had  perform’d  in  their 
Service,  and  after  a haughty  and  arrogant  manner 
reproaching  them  with  Ingratitude  andlnjuftice, 
they  had  not  the  Heart  to  proceed  any  further 
in  his  Tryal,  but  broke  up  the  Court  and  de- 
parted, the  whole  Affembly  highly  commending 
the  Courage  and  Confidence  of  this  Man.  Diony - 
The  Cm-/*  the  elder,  after  having  by  a tedious  Siege, 
eky  of o/.  and  through  exceeding  great  Difficulties,  taken 
onyfni*  the  the  Qty  0f  Rhegium,  and  in  it  the  Governour 
yram-  a very  gaUant  Man,  who  had  made  fo 

obftinate  a Defence,  he  was  refolved  to  make 
him  a tragical  Example  of  his  Revenge ; in  or- 
der whereunto,  and  the  more  fenfibly  to  afflid 
him,  he  firft  told  him.  That  he  had  the  Day  before 
caus'd  his  Son  and  all  his  Kindred  to  be  drown’d : To 
which  P by  ton  return’d  no  other  Anfwer  but  this. 
That  they  were  then  by  one  Day  happier  then  he.  After 
which,  caufing  him  to  be  ftrip’d,  and  delivering 

him 
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him  into  the  Hands  of  the  Tormentors,  he  was 
by  them  not  only  dragg’d  through  the  Streets 
of  the  Town,  and  moft  ignominioufly  and 
cruelly  whipp’d,  but  moreover,  vilified  with  moft 
bitter  and  contumelious  Language : Yet  ftill,  itt 
the  Fury  of  all  this  Perfecution,  he  maintain’d 
his  Courage  entire  all  the  way,  with  a ftrong 
Voice  and  undaunted  Countenance  proclaiming 
the  glorious  Caufe  of  his  Death  j namely*  for 
that  he  would  not  deliver  up  his  Countrey  in- 
to the  Hands  of  a Mercilefs  Tyrant ; at  the  lame 
time  denouncing  againft  him  a fudden  Chaftife- 
ment  from  the  offended  Gods.  At  which  the 
Tyrant  rowling  his  Eyes  about,  and  reading 
in  his  Soldiers  looks,  that  inftead  of  being  in- 
cens’d at  the  haughty  Language  of  this  conquer’d 
Enemy,  to  the  Contempt  of  him  their  Captain 
and  his  Triumph,  they  not  only  feem’d  ftruck 
with  Admiration  of  fo  rare  a Vertue,  but  more- 
over inclin’d  to  mutiny,  and  were  even  ready 
to  refcue  the  Prifoner  out  of  the  Hangman’s 
hands,  he  caufed  the  Execution  to  ceafe,  and 
afterwards  privately  caus’d  him  to  be  thrown  into 
the  Sea.  Man  (in  good  earned)  is  a Marvellous 
vain,  fide,  and  unftable  Subjed,  and  on  whom 
it  is  very  hard  to  form  any  certain  or  propor- 
tionate Judgment.  For  Pompey  could  pardon  the  p^tj. 
whole  City  of  the  Mammcrtines , though  furioufly 
incens’d  againft  it,  upon  the  fingle  Account  of  the 
Vertue  and  Magnanimity  of  one  Citizen,  Zevos 
who  took  the  Fault  of  the  Publick  wholly  upon 
himfelf  j neither  intreated  other  Favour,  but 
alone  to  undergo  the  Punilhment  for  all : And 
yet  Syllds  Hoft,  having  in  the  City  of  Perufia 
tnanifefted  the  fame  Vertue,  obtain’d  nothing  by 
h,  either  for  himfelf  or  his  Fellow  Citizens.  And, 
dire&ly  contrary  to  my  firft  Examples,  the  braveft 
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of  all  Men,  and,  who  was  reputed  fo  gracious 
jihx*nJer.ani j cjvil  to  all  thofe  he  overcame,  Alexander 
the  Great,  having  after  many  great  Difficulties 
forc’d  the  City  of  Gaz,a,  and  entring  found  Bette, 
who  commanded  there,  and  of  whofe.  Valour  in 
the  time  , of  this  Siege  he  had  moil  noble  and 
manifeft  Proof,  alone,  forfaken  by  all  his  Soldi- 
ers, his  Arms  hack’d  and  hew’d  to- pieces,  co- 
vered all  over  with  Blood  and  Wounds,  and  yet 
Bill  fighting  in  the  Crowd  of  a great  Number 
of  Macedonians , who  were  laying  on  him  on  all 
fides,  he  faid  to  him,  netled  at  lo  dear  bought 
Vi&ory,  and  two  freffi  Wounds  he  had  newly 
received  in  his  own  Perfon,  Tbou  jhalt  not  die 
Betis  fo  honourably,  as  thou  doji  intend,  but  (halt 
affuredly  fuffer  all  the  Torments  that  can*  he  inflifted 
on  a miferable  Captive.  To  which  Menaces  the 
other  returning  no  other  Anfwer,  but  only  a 
fierce  and  difdainful  Look,-  What,  fays  the 
Obftinate  Conqueror  (obferving  his  obftinate  Silence) 
t0°  t0  bend  a Knee  ! Is  he  too  proud  to  utter 
one  fuppliant  Word!*  1 fbajl  certainly  conquer  this  Si- 
lence , and  if  I cannot  force  a Word  from  bis  Mouth , 

I {hall  at  leafi  extract  a Groan  frcm  bis  Heart.  And 
thereupon  converting  his  Anger  into  Fury,  pre- 
fently  commanded  his  Heels  to  be  board  through, 
caufing  him  alive  to  be  dragg’d,  mangled,  and 
difmembred  at  an  infamous  Carts-Tail.  Was  ic 
that  the  height  of  Courage  was  fo  natural 
and  familiar  to  this  Conqueror,  that  becaufe  he 
could  not  admire,  he  ihpuld  th?  lefs  elteem  this 
Hero  l Or  was  it  that  he  conceiv’d  Valour  to  be 
a Vertue  fo  peculiar  to  himfelfj  that  his  Pride 
. could  not,  without  Envy,  endure  it  in  another? 
Or  was  it  that  the  natural  Impetuofity  of  his  Fury 
was  incapable  of  Oppofuion  ? Certainly,  had  it 
been  capable  of  any  manner  of  Moderation  o* 
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Satiety,  it  is  to  be  believ’d,  that  in  the  Sack 
and  Defolation  of  Tbebesy  to  fee  fo  many  valiant 
Men  loft  and  totally  deflitute  of  any  further 
Defence  , cruelly  mafiacred  before  his  Eyes, 
would  have  appeas’d  it.  Where  there  were  above 
fix  thoufand  put  to  the;Sword,  of  which  not  one 
was  feen  to  fly,  or  heard  to  cry  out  for  Quarter; 
but  on  the  contrary,  every  one  running  here 
and  there  to  feek  out  and  tp  provoke  the  Viftori- 
rous  Enemy  to  help  them  .to  ap,  honourable  end  : 
Not  one  who  did  not  to  his  laft  Gafp,  yet  en- 
deavour tp  t revenge  himfelf,  and  with  all  the 
Arms  of  a brave  Defpair  .to  fweeten  his  own 
Death  in  the  Death  of  an  Enemy.  lYet  did 
their  Vertue  create  no  Pity,  and  the  length  of; 
one  Day  was  not  enough  to  fatiate  the  Thirftf 
of  the  Conqueror’s  Revenge ; but  the  Slaughter 
continued  to  the.  laft  drop  of  Blood  that  wa$ 
capable  of  being  died,  and  flopp’d  not  till  it  met 
with  none  but  naked  and  impotent  Perfous,  old 
Men,  .Women,  and  Children,  of  them  to  carr 
ry  away  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand  Slaves. 

..  1 • ' CHAP.  II. 

* Of  Sorrow. 

NQ  Man  living  is  more  free  from  this  Pafli- 
on  than  I,  who  neither  like  it  in  my  felf, 
oor  admire  it  in  others,  and  yet  generally  the 
World,  (J  know  not  why)  is  pleas’d  to  grace 
it  with  a particular  Efteem,  endeavouring  to 
make  us  believe.  That  Wifdom,  Vertue  and  Con- 
fcience  fhroud  themfelves  under  this  grave  and 
affedted  Appearance,  Foolifh  and  fordid  Dif- 
gnife !,  The  however  under  the  Deno- 
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initiation  of  Un  Trifto , decypher  a clandeftine 
Nature,  a dangerous  and  ill-natur’d  Man : And 
with  good  reafon,  it  being  a Quality  always 
hurtful,  always  idle  and  vain,  and  as  cowardly, 
mean,  and  bafe,  by  the  Stoicks  exprefly,  and 
particularly  forbidden  their  Sages : But  the 
Story,  neverthelefs,  fays,  that  Pfammenitus,  King 
pf  Egypt,  being  defeated  and  taken  Prifoner  by 
Cambyfet  King  of  Perfia,  feeing  his  own  Daugh- 
ter pafs  by  him  in  a wretched  Habit,  with  a 
Bucket  to  draw  Water,  though  his  Friends  about 
him  were  fo  concerned  as  to  break  out  into 
Tears  and  Lamentations  at  the  miferable  light, 
yet  he  himfelf  remain’d  unmov’d,  without 
uttering  a Word  of  Difcontent,  with  his  Eyes 
fix’d  upon  the  Ground  : And  feeing  moreover 
his  Son  immediately  after  led  to  Execution,  (till 
maintain’d  the  fame  Gravity  and  Indifference  ; 
till  fpying  at  laft  one  of  his  Domefticks  dragg’d 
away  amongft  the  Captives,  he  could  then  hold 
no  longer,  but  fell  to  tearing  his  Hair,  and 
beating  his  Breaft,  with  all  the  other  Extrava- 
gancies of  a wild  and  defperate  Sorrow.  A Story 
that  may  very  fitly  be  coupled  with  another  of 
the  fame  kind,  of  a late  Prince  of  our  own  Na- 
tion, who  being  at  Trent , and  having  News  there 
brought  him  of  the  Death  of  his  Elder  Brother, 
but  a Brother  on  whom  depended  the  whole 
Support  and  Honour  of  his  Houfe,  and  foon  af- 
ter of  that  of  a younger  Brother,  the  fecond 
Hope  of  his  Family,  and  having  withftood  thefe 
two  Affaults  with  an  exemplary  Refolution,  one 
of  his  Servants  happening  a few  days  after  to 
die,  he  fuffered  his  Conftancy  to  be  overcome 
by  this  laft  Accident ; and  parting  with  his 
Courage,  fo  abandon’d  himfelf  to  &>rrow  and 
Mourning,  that  fome  from  thence  were  forward 
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to  conclude,  that  he  was  only  touch’d  to  the 
Quick  by  this  laft  Stroak  of  Fortune  $ but,  in 
truth,  it  was,  that  being  before  brim  full  of 
Grief,  the  leaft  Addition  overflow’d  the  Bounds 
of  all  Patience.  Which  might  alfo  be  faid  of 
the  former  Example,  did  not  the  Story  proceed 
to  tell  us,  That  Cambyfes  asking  Pfammenitus , Why, 
not  being  mov'd  at  the  Calamity  of  hit  Son  and  Daugh- 
ter, be  Jhould  with  [o  great  Impatience  bear  the  Misfor- 
tune of  his  Friend  j It  is  (anfwer’d  he)  becaufe  this 
laft  ajfliftion  was  only  to  be  manifefted  by  Tears , the 
two  firft  exceeding  all  manner  of  ’ ExpreJJion.  And 
peradventure  fomething  like  this  might  be  work- 
ing in  the  Fancy  of  the  ancient  Painter,  who  be- 
ing in  the  Sacrifice  of  Iphigenia , to  reprefent  the 
Sorrow  of  the  Affiftants  proportionably  to  the 
feveral  Degrees  of  Intereft  every  one  had  in  the 
Death  of  this  fair  innocent  Virgin ; and  having 
in  the  other  Figures  laid  out  the  utmoft  Power 
of  his  Art,  when  he  came  to  that  of  her  Father, 
he  drew  him  with  a Veil  over  his  Face,  meaning 
thereby,  that  no  kind  of  Countenance  was  capa- 
ble of  expreffing  fuch  a degree  of  Sorrow. 

Which  is  alfo  the  reafon  why  the  Poets  feign  the 
miferable  Mother  Niobe,  having  firft  loft  feven 
Sons,  and  fucceflively  as  many  Daughters,  to 
be  at  laft  transform’d  into  a Rock. 

Diriguijfe  malts , Ovid.  Met. 

Whom  Grief  alone,  lit.  6. 

Had  Pow’r  to  ftiffen  into  Stone. 

Thereby  to  exprefs,  that  melancholick,  dumb, 
and  deaf  Stupidity,  which  benumbs  all  our 
Faculties  when  oppreft  with  Accidents  greater 
than  we  are  able  to  bear ; and  indeed  the  Vio- 
lence and  Impreflion  of  an  exceffive  Grief,  mull 
of  neceffity  aftonifh  the  Soul,  and  wholly  de- 
prive her  of  her  ordinary  Functions : As  it  hap- 
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pens  to  every  one  of  us,  who  upon  any  fuddent 
Alarm  of  very  i'l  News,  find  our  felves  lurpriz’d, 
ffupified,  and  in  a manner  depriv’d  of  all  Power 
of  Motion,  till  the  Soul  beginning  to  vent  it  felf 
in  Sighs  and  Tears,  fieems  a little  to  free  and 
difengage  it  felf  from  the  fudden  Oppreflion, 
and  to  have  obtain’d  fome  room  to  work  it  lelf 
out  at  greater  liberty. 


JEncid, 
l.  i|. 


Et  via  vix  tandem  voci  laxata  dolore  efi. 

Yet  fcarce  at  laft  by  ftrugling  Grief,  a Gate 
Unbolted  is  for  Sighs  to  (ally  at. 


In  the  War  that  Ferdinand  made  upon  the 
Widow  of  King  John  of  Hungary  about  Buda>  a 
Man  at  Arms  was  particularly  taken  notice  of 
t>y  every  one  for  his  fingular  gallant  Behaviour 
in  a certain  Encounter ; unknown,  highly  com- 
mended, and  as  much  lamented,  being  left  Dead 
upon  the  Place : But  by  none  fo  much  as  by 
Raifciac  a German  Lord,  who  was  infinitely  en- 
amour’d of  fo  unparallell'd  a Vertue.  When  the 
Body  being  brought  off,  and  the  Count  with  the 
common  curiofity  coming  to  view  it,  the  Arms 
Jwere  no  fooner  taken  off,  but  he  immediately 
‘knew  him  to  be  his  own  Son.  A thing  that 
added  a fecond  Blow  to  the  Companion  of  all 
the  Beholders,*  only  he,  without  uttering  a 
'■  Word,  or  turning  away  his  Eyes  from  the  woful 
Objedt,  ftood  fixtly  contemplating  the  Body  of 
.fiis  Son,  till  the  Vehemency  of  Sorrow  having 
"overcome  his  Vital  Spirits,  made  him  fink  down 
*ftone  dead  to  the  Ground.  < . . 

Petra,  ea,  Chi  puo  dir  com  e?li  arde  e in  picciol  ftioco  ? 

Sant  tty  •••  1 Ui.U  . 

15  a.  ■ — rr^What  Tongue  is  able . to  proclaim  , 

How  his  Soul  melted  in  the  gentle  Flame  l ; 
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fay  the  Inamoratos  when  they  would  reprefenc 
an  infupportable  Paffion. 


wfero  quod  omnes 
Eripit  fenfus  mihi.  Nam'  fimul  te, 
Lesbia , afptxi,  nihil  ejl  fuper  me 
J$uod  loquar  amens,  • * 

Lingua  fed  tor  pet  tennis,  fub  art  us  r 

Flamma  dimanat , fonitu  fuopte 
Tinniunt  aures,  gemina  teguntur 

•'  Lumina  noble.  •»;  '• 


Cat.  Eftg. 

sj. 


■ * t • ' > V 

all  conquering  Lesbia,  thine  eyes  ' 

Have  ravifh’d  from  me  all  my  Faculties : 

At  the  firft  Glance  of  their  vi&orious  Ray 
I was  fo  ftruck  I knew  not  what  to  fay ; 

Nor  had  a Tongue  to  (peak  ,•  a fubtle  Flame 
Crept  thro’ my  veins ; my  tingling  ears  became 
Deaf  without  noife,  and  my  poor  eyes  I found 
With  a black  Veil  of  double  darknefs  bound. 


Neither  is  it  in  the  height  and  greateft  Fury 
of  the  Fit,  that  we  are  in  a condition  to  pour 
our  our  Complaints,  or  to  fally  into  Courtlhip, 
the  Soul  being  at  that  time  overburthened, 
and  labouring  with  profound  Thoughts : And 
the  Body  deje&ed  and  languifhing  with  Defire ; 
and  thence  it  is,  that  fometimes  proceed  thofe 
accidental  Impotencies  that  fo  unfeafonably  fur- 
prife  the  willing  Lover,  and  that  Frigidity  which 
by  the  force  of  an  Immoderate  Ardour,  fo  un- 
happily feizes  him  even  in  the  very  lap  of  Fruiti- 
on : For  all  Paflions  that  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  relifh’d  and  digefted,  are  but  moderate. 

( Cura  leves  loquuntur,  ingentes  (lupent. „•  sentfs 
His  griefs  but  eafie,  who  his  grief  can  tell,  Hi'ppol.AR. 
• ; But  piercing  Sorrow  has  no  Article.  -s  * Sci”’  3‘ 
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mid . 


A furprife  of  unexpected  Joys  does  likewife 
often  produce  the  fame  effed. 

Ut  me  confpexit  venientem , & Troia  circum 
Arma  amens  vidit , magnis  exterrita  monfiris , 

Dirtguit  vifu  in  medio , calor  ojfa  reliquit , 

Labitury  & longo  vix  tandem  tempore  fatur, 

Soon  as  fhe  fawme  coming,  and  beheld 
The  Trojan  Enfigns  waving  in  the  Field, 

O’er- joy’d,and  ravi/h’d  at  th’ unlook’d  forfight. 

She  turn’d  a Statue,  loll  all  feeling  quite  ,* 

Life’s  gentle  Heat  did  her  Itiff  Limbs  forfake. 

She  fwoon’d,  and  fcarce  after  long  fwooning 

(fpake. 

To  thefe  we  have  the  Examples  of  the  Ro- 
man Lady,  who  died  for  Joy  to  fee  her  Son  fafe 
return’d  from  the  Defeat  of  Canna ; and  of 
Sopbocksy  and  Dionyfius  the  Tyrant,  who  died  of  * 
Joy ; and  of  Taha,  who  died  in  Corfka,  reading 
News  of  the  Honours  the  Roman  Senate  had 
decreed  in  his  Favour.  We  have  moreover  one, 
in  the  time  of  Pope  Leo  the  tenth,  who  upon 
News  of  the  taking  of  Milan , a thing  he  had  fo 
ardently  and  paffionately  defir’d,  was  rapt  with 
Co  fudden  an  excefs  of  Joy,  that  he  immediately 
fell  into  a Fever  and  died.  And  for  a more  au- 
thentick  Teftimony  of  the  imbecility  of  Hu- 
mane Nature,  it  is  recorded  by  the  Ancients, 
that  Diodorus  the  Logician  died  upon  the  Place, 
out  of  an  extream  Paflion  of  Shame,  for  not 
having  been  able  in  his  own  School,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  a great  Auditory,  to  difen- 
gage  himfelf  from  a nice  Argument  that 
was  propounded  to  him.  I for  my  part  am  very 
little  fubje<ft  to  thefe  violent  Pamons ; I am 
naturally  of  a ftubborn  apprehenfion,  which  alfo 
by  difcourfe,  I every  day  harden  and  fortifie 
more  and  more/  CHAP. 
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chap.  nr. 

That  our  Affettions  carry  thentfelves 
beyond  us. 

SUch  as  accufe  Mankind  6f  the  folly  of  gaping 
and  panting  after  future  things,  and  aavife 
us  to  make  our  Benefits  of  thofe  which  are  pre- 
fent,  and  to  fet  up  our  reft  upon  them,  as  ha- 
ving too  fhort  a reach  to  lay  hold  upon  that 
which  is  to  come,  and  it  being  more  impoffible 
for  us,  than  to  retrieve  what  is  pall,-  have  hit 
upon  the  moft  univerfal  of  Humane  Errours,  if 
that  may  be  call’d  an  Errour  to  which  Nature 
it  felf  has  difpos’d  us,  who  in  order  to  the  fub- 
fiftence,  and  continuation  of  her  own  Work, 
has,  amongft  feveral  others,  prepoffefs’d  us  with 
this  deceiving  Imagination,  as  being  more  jea- 
lous of  our  Action,  than  afraid  of  our  Knowledge. 

For  we  are  never  prefent  with,  but  always  be- 
yond our  felves.  Fear,  Defire,  and  Hope,  are 
ftill  pufhing  us  on  towards  the  future,  depriving 
us  in  the  mean  time  of  the  Senfe  and  Confide- 
ration  of  that,  which  is  to  amufe  us,  with  the 
thought  of  what  fhall  be,  even  when  we  fhall 
be  no  more. 

Calamitofui  eft  Animus  futuri  anxius , Settee*, 

Ej>tp.  pi, 

A Mind  that  anxious  is  of  things  to  come. 

Is  ftill  abroad,  finding  no  reft  at  home. 

We  find  this  great  Precept  often  repeated  in 
TIato,  Do  tbine  own  Work , and  know  thy  felf.  Of 
which  two  Parts,  both  the  one  and  the  other 
generally  comprehend  our  whole  Duty,  and 
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confequently  do  each  of  them  complicate  and 
involve  the  other  ; for,  who  will  do  his  own 
Work  aright,  will  find  that  his  firft  LeiTon  is 
to  know  himfelf : And  who  rightly  underftands 
himfelf,  will  never  miftake  another  Man’s  Work 
for  his  own,  but  will  love  and  improve  himfelf 
above  all  other  things,  will  refufefurperfluous  Em- 
ployments, and  reje&  all  unprofitable  Thoughts 
and  Propofitions.  And,  as  folly  on  the  one  fide, 
though  it  fhould  enjoy  all  it  can  poflibly  defire, 
would  notwithftanding  never  be  content;  fo  on ' 
the  other,  Wifdom  does  ever  acquiefce  with  the 
prefent,  and  is  never  diffatisfied  with  its  imme- 
diate Condition : And  that  is  the  reafon  why  Epi- 
curus difpences  his  Sages  from  all  Forefight  and 
Care  of  the  future.  Amongft  thofe  Laws  that . 
relate  to  the  Dead,  I look  upon  that  to  be  the 
beft,  by  which  the  Atftions  of  Princes  are  to  be  l 
examined  and  fifted  after  their  Deqeafe.  They  1 
are  equal  at  leaft*  while  Living,  if  riot  above; 
the  Laws,  and  therefore  what  Juft  ice  could  not 
infli#  upon  their  Perfons,  ’tis  but  reafon  fhould: 
be  executed  upon  their  Reputations*  iand  the 
Eftates  of  their  Succeffors,  Things  that  we  often 
value  above  Life  it  felf : A Cuftom  of  Angular, 
advantage  to  thofe  Countries  where  it  is  in.ufe, 
and  by  all  good  Princes  as  much  to  be  defir’dir 
who  have  reafon  to  take  it  ill,  that  the  Memories. 


of  the  Tyrannical  and  Wicked  fhould  be  us’d 
•with  the  fame  Reverence  and  Refpetft  with  theib. 

• We  owe,  ’ris  true,  Subje&ion  and  Obedience  to 
all  'our  Kings,  whether  good  or  bad,  alike,  for 
that  has  refped  unto  their  Office;  but  as  to 
Affetftion  and  Efteem,  thofe  are  , only  due,7to 
their  Vertue.  Let  it  be  granted,  that  by  ther 
Rule  of  Government  we  are  .with  Patience  to 
endure  unworthy  Princes,  to.  conceal  their  Vices, 
..  _ , and 
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and  to  affift  them  in  their  indifferent  A&ions, 
whilft  their  Authority  Hands  in  need  of  our  Sup- 
port : Yet,  the  Relation  of  Prince  and  Subjetft  ■ ' 
being  once  at  an  end,  there  is  no  reafon  we  1 '■  r 
fhould  deny  the  Publication  of  our  real  wrongs 
and  fufferings  to  our  own  Liberty  and  common  . 
Juftice,  and  to  interdid  good  Subjeds  the  Glory 
of  having  fubmiffively  and  faithfully  ferv’d  a 
Prince,  whofe  Imperfedions  were  to , them  fo  • 
perfedly  known,  were  to  deprive  Pofterity  of 
lo  good an  Example,-  and  fuch  as  out  of  relped 
to  Tome  private  Obligation,  fhall,  againft  their 
i.own  Knowledge  . and  Confcience,  efpoufe  the 
Quarrel,  and  vindicate  the  Memory  of  a faulty 
Prince,  do  a particular  Right  at  the  Expence, 
and  to  the  Prejudice,  of  the  Publick  Juftice.  Livy 
does  very  truly  fay.  That  the  Language  of  Men 
bred  up  in  Courts,  is  always  founding  of  vain 
Oftentation,  and  that  their  Teftimony  is  rarely 
true,  every  one  indifferently  magnifying  his 
own  Matter,  and  ftretching  his  Commendation 
to,  the  utmoft  extent  of  Vertue  and  Sovereign 
Grandeur:  And  ’tis  not  impoflible  but  fome  may 
condemn  the  freedom  of  thole  two  Soldiers,  who 
fo  roundly  anfwered  Nero  to  his  Face,  the  one 
being  ask’d  by  him,  Why  he  bore  him  ill  Will } I 
lov’d  thee,  anfwer’d  he,,  whilft  thou  wert  worthy  of 
it , but  fince  thou  art  become  a Parricide,  an  Incendiary , 
a Waterman , a Fidler,  a Player,  and  a Coachman , I 
hate  thee  as  thou  doji  deferve : and  the  other.  Why 
he  jhould  attempt  to  kill  him  ? Becaufe,  laid  he,  I 
could  think  of  no  other  Remedy  againft  thy  perpetual 
Mifchiefs.  But  the  publick  and  univerfal  Tefti- 
monies  that  were  given  of  him  after  his  Death 
( and  will  be  to  all  Pofterity,  both  of  him  and 
all  other  wicked  Princes  like  him)  his  Tyrannies 
and  abominable  deportment  considered,  who,  of 
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a found  Judgment,  can  reprove  them  ? 1 am 
fcandaliz’d,  I confefs,  t ha tin  fo  facred  a Govem- 
Ceremo-  ment  as  that  of  the  Lacedamonians , there  fhould 
V ^ tfiehe  mixt  fo  hypocritical  a Ceremony  at  the  Eh- 
nilns  rerment  of  their  Kings  ,*  where  all  their  Cort- 
the  Enter- federates  and  Neighbours,  and  all  forts  and  de- 
ment of  grees  of  Men  and  Women,  as  well  as  their  Slaves, 
£e,f  cut  and  flafti  their  Fore  heads  in  Token  of  Sor- 
Ings*  row,  repeating  in*their  Cries  and  Lamentations, 
That  that  King  ( let  him  have  been  as  wicked 
as  the  Devil ) was  the  beft  that  ever  they  had  ; 
by  this  means  attributing  to  his  Quality  the 
Praifes  that  only  belong  to  Merit,  and  that  of 
Right  is  properly  due  to  the  moft  fupreme  De~ 
fert,  though  lodg’d  in  the  Ioweft  and  moft  in- 
feriour  Subject.  Arifiatk  (who  will  ftill  have  a 
hand  in  every  thing)  makes  a Quart  upon  the 
faying  of  Solon,  That  none  can  be  [aid  to  be  batty 
until  be  be  dead.  Whether  then  any  one  of  thole 
who  have  liv’d  and  died  according  to  their  Hearts 
Defire,  if  he  have  left  an  ill  Repute  behind  him, 
and  that  his  Pofterity  be  miferable,  can  be  faid 
to  be  happy  ? Whilft  we  have  Life  and  Motion, 
we  convey  our  felves  by  Fancy  and  Preoccupa- 
tion, whither  and  to  what  we  pleafe  • but  once 
out  of  Being,  we  have  no  more  any  manner  of 
Communication  with  what  is  yet  in  Being  } and 
it  had  therefore  been  better  laid  of  Solon,  That 
Man  is  never  happy,  becaufe  never  fo  till  after  he  is 
no  more. 


Lucreti 
tit.  3. 


* -Quifjuam 

Vtx  radicitus  e vita  ft  tollit , & ejicit, 

Sed  fdcit  ejj’e  fui  yuiddam  fuper  infcius  ipfe, 
Nec  removet  fat  is  d profit  0 cor  pore  fefe  3 & 
Vindicat. 


Ch.  p Our  Affetlions  go  beyond  us. 


No  dying  Mail  can  trufs  His  Baggage  fo. 

But  Something  of  him  he  mult  leave  below : 

Nor  from  his  Carcafs,  that  doth  proitrate  lie, 
Himfelf  carl  clear,  or  far  enough  can  fly. 

Bertrand  de  Glifqtiin , dying  before  the  Caftle 
of  Rancon  near  unto  Puy  irt  Auvergne , the  Be^ 
fieg’d  were  afterwards,  upon  Surrender,  enjoyn’d 
to  lay  down  the  Keys  of  the  Place  upon  the 
Corps  of  the  d$ad  General,  Bartolomeu*  d’Ahiano, 
the  Venetian  General,  hapning  to  die  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Republick  in  Brafcia ; and  his  Corps 
being  to  be  carried  thorough  the  Territory  of 
Verona3  an  Enemy’s  Country,  molt  of  the  Army 
were  of  Opinion  to  demand  fafe  Condud  from 
the  Veronefe , fuppofing,  that  upon  fuch  an  occafi- 
on  it  would  not  be  denied : But  Tbeodoro  Trivulfi* 
highly  oppos’d  the  Motion,  rather  choofing  to 
make  his  way  by  force  of  Arms,  and  to  run  the 
hazard  of  a Battle,  faying,  it  was  by  no  means 
decent,  and  very  unfit,  that  he  who  in  his  Life 
Was  never  afraid  of  his  Enemies,  Ihould  feem  to 
apprehend  them  when  he  was  dead.  And  in 
truth,  in  Affairs  of  almoft  the  fame  Nature,  by 
the  Greek  Laws,  he  who  made  Suit  to  an  Ene- 
my for  a Body  to  give  it  Burial,  did  by  that  Ad 
renounce  his  Vidory,  and  had  no  more  Right 
to  ered  a Trophy  j and  he  to  whom  fuch  Suit 
was  made,  was  ever,  whatever  otherwife  the 
Suceefs  had  been,  reputed  Vidor.  By  this  means 
it  was,  that  Nicias  loft  the  Advantage  he  had 
vifibly  obtain’d  over  the  Corinthians , and  that  A- 
gefilans , on  the  contrary,  affur’d  what  he  had  be- 
fore very  doubtfuly  gain’d  of  the  Boeotians.  Thefe 
Proceedings  might  appear  very  odd,  had  it  not 
been  a general  Pradice  in  all  Ages,  not  on- 
ly 
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ly  to  extend  the  Concern  of  our  Perfons  be- 
yond the  Limits  of  Life,  but  moreover,  to  fanfie 
that  the  Favour  of  Heaven  does  not  only  very 
often  accompany  us  to  the  Grave,  but  has  alfo, 
even  after  Life,  a Concern  for  our  Afhes:  Of 
which  there  are  fo  many  ancient  Examples  (wa- 
ving thofe  of  our  own  Obfervation  of  later  date) 
that  it  is  not  very  neceffary  I fliould  longer  infift 
upon  it.  Edward  King  of  England , and  the  firft  of 
that  Name,  having  in  the  long  Wars  betwixt  him 
and  Robert  King  of  Scotlandj  had  itifficient  Expe- 
rience of  how  great  Importance  his  own  imme- 
diate Prefence  was  to  the  Succefs  of  his  Affairs, 
having  ever  been  victorious  in  whatever  he  un- 
dertook in  his  own  Perfon  ; when  he  came  to 
die,  bound  his  Son  in  a Solemn  Oath,that  fo  foon 
as  he  fliould  be  dead,  he  fliould  boyl  his  Body 
till  the  Flefh  parted  from  the  Bones,  and  referve 
them  to  carry  continually  with  him  in  his  Ar- 
ray, fo  often  as  he  fliould  be  oblig’d  to  go  againft 
the  Scots';  as  if  Deftiny  had  inevitably  grapled 
Vi&ory  even  to  thofe  miferable  Remains.  Jean 
Zifca,  the  faine,  who  fo  often  in  Vindication  of 
IVickliffe’s  Herefles,,  infefted  the  Bohemian  State, 
left  order  that  they  fliould  flea  him  after  his 
Death,  and  of  his  Skin  to  make  a Drum,  to  carry 
in  the  War  againft  his  Enemies,  fanfying  it  would 
much  contribute  to  the  Continuation  of  the  Suc- 
ceffes  he  had  always  obtain’d  in  the  War  againft 
them.  In  like  manner,  certain  of  the  Indians,  in 
a Day  of  Battle-  with,  the  Spaniards,  carried  with 
them  the  Bones  of  one  of  their  Captains,  in  con- 
fideratidn  of  the  Vi&ories  they  had  formerly 
obtain’d  under  his  ConduCE  And  other  People 
of  the  fame  new  World  do  yet  carry  about  with 
them  in  their  Wars  the  Relicks  of  valiant  Men 
who  have  dyed  in  Battel,  to  incite  their  Courage, 

and 
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and  advance  their  Fortune:  Of  which  Exam- 
ples, the  firftreferve  nothing  for  the  Tomb,  but 
the  Reputation  they  have  acquir  d by  their  for- 
mer Atchievements ; but  theie  proceed  yet  fur- 
ther, and  attribute  a certain  Power  of  Opera- 
tion. The  laft  Ad  of  Captain  Bayard  is  of  a 
much  better  Competition  j who  finding  himlelr 
wounded  to  Death  with  a Harquebuze  shot, 
and  being  by  his  Friends  imporcun  d to  retire 
out  of  the  Fight,  made  Anfwer,  That  he  would 
not  begin  at  the  laft  Gafp  to  turn  his  Back  to 
the  Enemy  : and  accordingly  ftill  fought  on,  till 
feeling  himfelf  too  faint,  and  no  longer  able  to 
fit  his  Horfe,  he  commanded  bis  Steward  to  let 
him  down  againft  the  Root  of  a Tree,  but  lo 
that  he  might  die  with  his  Face  towards  the  Ene- 
my, which  he  alfo  did.  I muft  yet  add  another 
Example  equally  remarkable,  for  the  prelent 
Confideradon,  with  any  of  the  former.  The 
Emperor  Maximilian , great  Grand-father  to 
Tbilip  the  Second,  King  of  Spain,  was  a Prince 
endowed  throughout  with  great  and  extraordi- 
dinary  Qualities,  and  amongft  the  reft,  with  a 
fingular  Beauty  of  Perfon  y but  had  withall,  a 
Humour  very  contrary  to  that  of  ocher  1 rinces, 
who  for  the  difpatch  of  their  moft  Important 
Affairs  convert  their  Clofe-ftool  into  a Chair  o 
State,  which  was,  that  he  would  never  permit 
any  of  his  Bed-Chamber,  in  what  familiar  de-Modefty 
gree  of  Favour  foever,  to  fee  him  in  that  Pofture,  mil: an  the. 
and  would  fteal  afide  to  make  W ater  as  rehgioully  Emperor, 
as  a Virgin,  and  was  as  fby  to  difcover  etcher  to 
his  Phyfician,  or  any  other  whatever,  thole  Parts 
that  we  are  accuftomed  to  conceal : And  * my 
felf,  who  have  fo  impudent  a way  of  Talking, 
am  neverthelefs  naturally  fo  modeft  wa^» 
that  unlefs  at  the  Importunity  of  Nec^ty^o 
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Pleafure,  I very  rarely  and  unwillingly  com- 
municate to  the  Sight  of  any,  either  thofe  Parts 
or  A&ions  that  Cuftom  orders  us  to  conceal, 
wherein  l alfo  fuffer  more  Conftraint  than  I con- 
ceive is  very  well  becoming  a Man,  efpecially 
of  my  Profeflion  : But  he  nourish'd  this  modeft 
Humour  to  fuch  a degree  of  Superltition,  as  to 
give  exprefs  Orders  in  his  laft  Will,  that  they 
fliould  put  him  on  Drawers  fo  foon  as  he 
fliould  be  dead;  to  which  methinks  he  would 
have  done  well  to  have  added,  that  he  fhould 
have  been  hoodwink’d  too  that  put  them  on. 
The  Charge  that  C)rus  left  with  his  Children, 
Cr'f"  that  neither  they  nor  any  other  fliould  either 
Religion.  ^ee  or  t0UCK  his  Body  after  the  Soul  was  de- 
Xtnofbon.  parted  from  it,  I attribute  to  fome  fuperftitious 
Devotion  of  his;  both  his  Hiftorian,  and  Him- 
fe If,  amongft  other  great  Qualities,  having 
Brew’d  the  whole  Courfe  of  their  Lives  with 
a lingular  Refped  to  Religion.  I was  by  no 
means  pleas’d  with  a Story  was  told  me  by  a 
Man  of  very  great  Quality,  of  a Relation  of 
mine,  and  one  who  had  given  a very  good 
Account  of  himfelf  both  in  Peace  and  War  ; 
that  coming  to  die  in  a very  old  Age,  of  an 
exceflive  Pain  of  the  Stone,  he  fpent  the  laft 
Hours  of  his  Life  in  an  extraordinary  Solicitude 
about  ordering  the  Ceremony  of  his  Funeral, 
prefling  all  the  Men  of  Condition  who  came  to 
fee  him,  to  engage  their  Word  to  attend  him  to 
his  Grave,  importuning  this  very  Prince,  who 
came  to  vilit  him  at  his  laft  Gafp,  with  a molt 
carneft  Supplication,  that  he  would  order  his  Fa- 
mily to  be  aflifling  there,  and  withai  reprefent- 
ing  belore  him  feveral  Reafons  and  Examples  to 
prove  that  it  was  a Refpetft  due  to  a Man  of 
his  Condition;  and  feem’d  to  die  content,  ha- 
ving 
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ving  obtain’d  this  Promife,  and  appointed  the 
Method  and  Order  of  his  Funeral  Parade.  I 
have  feldoni  heard  of  fo  long  liv’d  a Vanity. 
Another,  though  contrary  Solicitude  (of  which 
alfo  I do  not  want  domeftick  Example)  feems 
to  be  fomewhat  a-kin  to  this  j That  a Man  (hall 
cudgel  his  Brains  at  the  laft  Moments  of  his  Life, 
to  contrive  his  Obfequies  to  fo  particular  and 
unufual  a Parfimony,  as  to  conclude  it  in  the  for* 
did  expence  of  one  fingle  Servant  with  a Candle 
and  Lanthorn,  and  yet  I fee  this  Humour  com- 
fhended,  and  the  Appointment  of  Marcus  tAEmi- 
lius  LepiJusj  who  forbad  his  Heirs  to  beftow  up- 
on his  Hearfe  even  the  common  Ceremonies  in 
ufe  upon  fuch  Occafions.  Is  it  not  Temperance 
and  Frugality  to  avoid  the  Expence  and  Plea- 
fure  of  which  the  ufe  and  knowledge  is  imper- 
ceptible to  us  * See  here  an  eafie  and  cheap  Re- 
formation. If  Inftru<ftion  were  at  all  necelfary 
in  this  Cafe,  I fhould  be  of  Opinion,  that  in 
this,  as  in  all  other  A&ions  of  Life,  the  Cere- 
mony and  Expence  (hould  be  regulated  by  the 
Ability  of  the  Perfon  deceas’d ; and  the  Phi- 
lofopher  Lycon  prudently  order’d  his  Executors 
to  difpofe  of  his  Body  where  they  fhould  think 
moft  fit,  and  as  to  his  Funerals,  to  order  them 
neither  too  fuperfluous,  nor  too  mean.  For  my 
part,  I fliould  wholly  referr  the  ordering  of  this 
Ceremony  to  Cuftom,  and  fhall,  when  the  time 
comes,  accordingly  leave  it  to  their  Difcretion, 
to  whofe  Lot  it  lhall  fall  to  do  me  that  laft  Office. 

Tot  us  hie  locus  eft  contemnendus  in  nobis , non  negligtn-  CicertTufc. 
dus  in  noftris ; The  Place  of  our  Sepulture  is1'  *• 
wholly  to  be  contemn’d  by  us,  but  not  to  be 
negle&ed  by  our  Friends  j but  it  was  a holy 
Saying  of  a Saint,  Curatio  funeris , conditio  Sepultura , ftufufl.  dr, 
fompa  Excquiarunt)  magis  funt  vivorum  folatia}  qudm  Deu 
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fubfidia  mortuorum  ; The  Care  of  Funerals,  the 
Place  of  Sepulture,  and  the  Pomp  of  Exequies, 
are  rather  Confolations  to  the  Living  than  any 
Benefit  to  the  Dead.  Which  made  Socrates  an- 
fwer  Critcn,  who  at  the  Hour  of  his  Death  ask’d 
him,  how  he  would  be  buried  ? Flow  you  will , laid 
he.  If  I could  concern  my  leif  further  than  the 
Prefent  about  this  Affair,  1 Ihould  be  moft  temp- 
ted, as  the  greateft  Satisfaction  of  this  kind,  to 
imitate  thole  who  in  their  Life-time  entertain 
themfelves  with  the  Ceremony  of  their  own 
Obfequies  before  hand,  and  are  pleas’d  with  vie  w- 
ing  their  own  Monument,  and  beholding  their 
own  dead  Countenance  in  Marble.  Happy  are 
they  who  can  gratify  their  Senfes  by  infenfibility, 
and  live  by  their  Death!  I am  ready  to  conceive 
an  implacable  Hatred  again!!  all  Democracy  and 
Popular  Government,  (though  I cannot  but 
think  it  the  moft  natural  and  equitable  of  all  o- 
thers)  fo  oft  as  I call  to  mind  the  inhumane  In- 
jufticc  of  the  People  of  Athens,  who,  without 
Remillion,  or  once  vouchfafing  to  hear  what 
they  had  to  fay  for  themfelves,  put  to  death  their 
brave  Captains,  newly  return’d  triumphant  from 
a Naval  Vidfory  they  had  obtained  over  the  La- 
ced<emoniam  liear  the  Arginufian  IJles  ,•  the  molt 
bloody  and  obftinate  Engagement  that  ever  the 
Greeks  fought  at  Sea ; for  no  other  Reafon,  but 
that  they  rather  followed  their  Blow  and  purfued 
the  Advantages  preferibed  them  by  the  Rule  of 
War,  than  that  they  would  ftay  togather  up  and 
bury  their  Dead  : An  Execution  that  is  yet  ren- 
dred  more  odious  by  the  Behaviour  of  Diomedan3 
who  being  one  of  the  condemn’d,  and  a Man 
of  molt  eminent  both  politick  and  military  Ver- 
rue,  after  having  heard  their  Sentence,  advan- 
cing to  1'peak,  no  Audience  till  then  having  been 
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allowed,  inftead  of  laying  before  them  his  own 
Innocency,  or  the  Impiety  of  fo  cruel  an  Arreft, 
only  exprefs’d  a Solicitude  for  his  Judges  Prefer- 
vation,  befeeching  the  Gods  to  convert  this  Sen- 
tence to  their  own  Good,  and  praying  that  for 
negle&ing  to  pay  thofe  Vows  which  he  and  his 
Companions  had  done  (which  he  alfo  acquainted 
them  with)  in  Acknowledgement  of  fo  glorious 
a Succefs,  they  might  not  pull  down  the  Indig- 
nation of  the  Gods  upon  them ; and  fo  without 
more  Words  went  courageoufly  to  his  Death.  Buc 
Fortune  a few  Years  after  punifhing  them  in 
their  kind,  made  them  fee  the  Error  of  their 
Cruelty  : For  Chabrias , Captain-General  of  their 
Naval  Forces,  having  got  the  better  of  Vollis , 

Admiral  of  Sparta,  about  the  Iile  of  Naxos , to- 
tally loft  the  Fruits  of  his  Succefs,  and  content 
with  his  Vi<ftory,  of  very  great  Importance  to 
their  Affairs,  not  to  incur  the  danger  of  this  Ex- 
ample, and  lofe  a few  Bodies  of  his  dead  Friends 
that  were  floating  in  the  Sea,  gave  opportunity 
to  a world  of  living  Enemies  to  fail  away  in 
Safety,  who  afterwards  made  them  pay  dear  for 
this  unfeafonable  Superftition. 

Quarts  quo  jaceas  pofi  obltum  loco  ? ^ 

Quo  non  nata  jacent.  •/>  Qj,,r 

Doft  ask  where  thou  (halt  lie  when  dead  ? 2‘ 

With  thofe  that  never  Being  had. 

This  other  reftores  the  fenfe  of  Repofe  to  a 
. Body  without  a Soul? 

Neque  fepulcrum,  quo  recipiat,  habeat  portion  cor- cicrrtTuj. 
ports:  JJbiy  remijj'a  bum  ana  ‘vita,  Corpus  nquiefcatl ■ •• 
a malts. 

Nor  with  a Tomb  as  with  a Haven  bleft. 

Where,  after  IJfe,  the  Corps  in  Peace  may  reft. 
f ‘ D 3 As 


Digitized  by  Google 


Book  [. 


Montaigne’*  E[fays. 

As  Nature  demonftrates  to  us,  that  feveral 
dead  things  retain  yet  an  occult  Sympathy  and 
relation  to  Life ; Wine  changes  its  flavour  and 
complexion  in  Cellars,  according  to  the  chan- 
ges and  feafons  of  the  Vine  from  whence  it 
came,'  and  the  Flefh  of  Venifon  alters  its  con- 
dition and  take  in  the  Powd’ring-tub,  according 
to  the  feafons  of  the  living  Flefh  of  its  kind,  as 
it  is  obferved  by  the  Cprious. 


C H A P.  IV. 

That  the  Soul  dtfeharges  her  Pajfions  upon  falfe 
Ohjetts,  where  the  true  are  wanting. 

A Gentleman  of  my  Country,  who  was  ve- 
ry often  tormented  with  the  Gout,  being 
importun’d  by  his  Phyficians  totally  to  reclaim 
his  Appetite  from  all  manner  of  fait  Meats,  was 
wont  prefently  to  reply,  that  he  muft  needs  have 
fomething  to  quarrel  with  in  the  extremity  of 
his  Fits,  and  that  he  fancy’d,  that  railing  at,  and 
curfmg  one  while  the  Bolognia  Sawfages,  and  a- 
nother  the  dry’d  Tongues  and  the  Hamms,  was 
fome  mitigation  to  his  Pain.  And  in  good  ear- 
ned, as  the  Arm  when  it  is  advanced  to  ftrike, 
if  it  fail  of  meeting  with  that  upon  which  it 
was  defign’d  to  difeharge  the  blow,  and  fpends 
it  felf  in  vain,  does  offend  the  Striker  himfelf  • 
and  as  alfo,  thar  to  make  apleafant  Profpeff  the 
Sight  (hould  not  be  loft  and  dilated  in  a vaft  ex- 
tent of  empty  Air,  but  have  fome  Bounds  to  li- 
mit and  circumfcribe  it  at  a reafonable  diftance.  ' 

Ventusy  ut  ami t tit,  vires,  nip  rohore  elenfa 
Ogcurrant  Sylya,  /'patio  dijjufus  inani. 

As 
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As  Winds  do  fofe  their  ftrength,  unlefs  withffood 
By  fome  dark  Grove  of  ftrong  oppofing  Wood. 

So  it  appears,  that  the  Soul  being  tranfporred 
and  difcompos’d,  turns  its  violence  upon  its  felf, 
if  not  fupply’d  with  fomething  to  oppofe  it, 
and  therefore  always  requires  an  Enemy  as  an 
objetft  on  which  to  difcharge  its  Fury  and  Re- 
fentment.  Plutarch  fays  very  well  of  thofe  who 
are  delighted  with  little  Dogs  and  Monkeys; 
that  the  amorous  part  which  is  in  us,  for  want 
of  a legitimate  Obje&,  rather  than  lie  idle,  does 
after  that  manner  forge,  and  create  one  frivo- 
lous and  falfe;  as  we  fee  that  the  Soul  in  the 
exercife  of  its  Paffions,  inclines  rather  to  de- 
ceive it  felf,  by  creating  a falfe  and  fantaflical 
Subjedf,  even  contrary  to  its  own  Belief,  than 
not  to  have  fomething  to  work  upon.  And  af- 
ter this  manner  Brute  Beafts  diredt  their  Fury 
to  fall  upon  the  Stone  or  Weapon  thac  has  hurt 
them,  and  with  their  Teeth  even  execute  their 
Revenge  upon  themfelves,  for  the  Injury  they 
have  receiv'd  from  another. 


Par  non  is  baud  aliter  pod  icium  favior  Urfa 
Cut  jaculum  parva  Lybs  ament a<vir  habcna. 
Sc  rotat  invulnus , telumcjue  irata  receptum 
Impetit , & fecum  fugientem  circuit  Haft  am. 


Claudian. 


So  the  fierce  Bear,  made  fiercer  by  the  Smart, 
Of  the  bold  Lybians  mortal  guided  Dart, 
Turns  round  upon  the  Wound,  and  the  tough 

(Spear 

Contorted  o’er  her  Bread  does  flying  bear. 

• » . * 
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• What  caufes  of  the  mifadventures  that  befal 
us  do  we  not  invent  ? what  is  it  that  We  do  not 
lay  the  fault  to  right  or  wrong,  that  we  may 
have  fomething  to  quarrel  with?  Thofe  beauti- 
ful Treifes,  young  Lady,  }ou  may  fo  liberally 
tear  off,  are  no  way  guilty,  nor  is  it  the  white- 
nefs  of  thofe  delicate  Breafts  you  founmerciful- 
ly  beat,  that  with  an  unlucky  Bullet  has  {lain 
your  beloved  Brother:  quarrel  with  fomething 
Livy  dec  j.elfe.  Livy,  fpeaking  of  the  Raman  Army  in  Spain, 
h fays,  that  for  the  lofs  of  two  Brothers,  who  were 

both  great  Captains,  Flere  omnes  repente , dr  offen~ 
fare  capita,  that  they  all  wej.-t,"  and  tore  their 
Hair.  ’Tis  the  common  pradlice  of  Affli&ion. 
And  the  Philofopher  Bion  (aid  pleafantly  of  the 
King,  who  by  handfulls  pull’d  his  Hair  off  his 
Head  for  Sorrow,  Does  this  Man  think  that  Bald - 
nr(s  is  a Remedy  for  Grief  ? Who  has  not  feen  pee*- 
vilh  Gamefters  worry  the  Cards  with  their  Teeth, 
and  fwallow  whole  Bales  of  Dice  in  revenge  for 
the  Lofs  of  their  Money  ? Xerxes  whip’d  the  Sea, 
and  writ  a Challenge  to  Mount  / ithos  ,•  Cyrus 
employ’d  a whole  Army  feveral  days  at  work,  to 
revenge  himfelf  of  the  River  Gnidttt , for  the 
Fright  it  had  put  him  into  in  pafling  over,-  and 
Caligula  demoliih’d  a very  beautiful  Palace  for 
the  Pleafure  his  Mother  had  once  enjoy’d  there. 
I remember  there  was  a Story  currant,  when  I 
was  a Boy,  That  one  of  our  Neighbouring 
Kings  having  receiv’d  a Blow  from  the  Hand  of 
GOD,  fwore  he  would  be  reveng’d,  and  in  or- 
der to  ic,  made  Proclamation,  that  for  ten  Years 
to  come  no  one  fhould  pray  ro  him,  or  fo  much 
as  mention  him  throughout  his  Dominions;  by 
which  we  are  not  fo  much  to  take  meafure 
of  the  Folly,  as  the  Vain-Glory  of  the  Nation 
of  which  this  Tale  was  told.  They  are  Vices 

chat 
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that  indeed  always  go  together,*  but  fuch  A<fti- 
ons  as  thefe  have  in  them  more  of  Prefumption 
than  want  of  Wit.  Augufius  Cafar,  having  been 
toft  with  a Tempeft  at  Sea,  fell  to  defying  Nep- 
tune, and  in  the  Pomp  of  the  Circenjian  Games, 
to  be  reveng’d,  depos  a his  Statue  from  the  place 
it  had  amongft  the  other  Deities.  Wherein  l\e 
was  lefs  excufable  than  the  former,  and  lefs  than 
he  was  afterwards,  when  having  loft  a Battle 
under  JQuintilius  Varus  in  Germany , in  Rage  and 
defpair  he  went  running  his  Head  againft  the 
Walls,  and  crying  but,  O Varus!  give  me  my 
Men  again ! tot  this  exceeds  all  Folly,  foras- 
much as  Impiety  is  joined  with  it,  invadingGod 
himfelf,  or  at  leaft  Fortune,  as  if  fhe  had  Ears 
that  were  fubjetft  to  our  Batteries,*  like  the 
Thracians,  who,  when  it  Thunders,  or  Lightens, 
fall  to  Shooting  againft  Heaven  with  Titanian 
Madnefs,  as  if  by  Flights  of  Arrows  they  in- 
tended to  reduce  God  Almighty  to  Reafon. 
Though  the  ancient  Poet  in  Plutarch  tells  us. 

Point  ne  fe  faut  couroucer  aux  Affaires , Plutarch. 

II  ne  leur  chaut  de  t outer  nos  cboUres. 

We  muft  not  quarrel  Heaven  in  our  Affairs, 

That  little  for  a mortal’s  Anger  cares. 

But  we  can  never  enough  decry,  nor  Suffici- 
ently condemn,  the  fenfelefs  and  ridiculousSallies 
of  our  unruly  Paffions. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P.  V. 

Whether  the  Governour  of  a place  lefiegel,  ought 
bimfelf  to  go  out  to  parley. 

• . * . * • 

LXJclus  Morcius,  the  Roman  Legate  in  the  War 
againft  Terfeus  King  of  Macedon , to  gain 
time  wherein  to  re-inforce  his  Army,  fet  on  foot 
fome  Overtures  of  Accommodation,  with  which 
the  King  being  lull’d  afleep,  concluded  a Colla- 
tion for  certain  days;  by  this  means  giving  his 
Enemy  opportunity  and  leifure  to  repair  his  Ar-, 
my,  which  was  afterward  the  Occafion  of  his 
own  Ruine.  The  elder  fort  of  Senators,  not- 
withftanding  mindful  of  their  Fore-fathers  Ver- 
tue,  were  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  this  Pro- 
ceeding ; but  on  the  contrary  condemn’d  it,  as 
degenerating  from  their  ancient  Pradice,  which 
they  faid  was  by  Valour,  and  not  by  Artifice, 
Surprifes,  and  Night  Encounters ; neither  by 
pretended  Flight,  Ambufcadoes,  and  deceitful 
Treaties,  to  overcome  their  Enemies ; never 
making  War  till  having  firft  denounc’d  it,  and 
very  often  affign’d  both  the  Hour  and  Place  of 
Battle.  Out  of  this  generous  Principle  it  was 
that  they  deliver’d  up  to  Vyrrhys  his  treacherous 
Phyfician,  and  to  the  Hetrurians  their  difioyal 
School-Mafler.  And  this  was  indeed  a Proce-r 
dure  truly  Roman,  and  nothing  ally’d  to  the 
Grecian  Subtilty,  nor  the  Vunick  Cunning,  where 
it  was  reputed  a Vidory  of  lefs  Glory  to  over- 
come by  Force  than  Fraud.  Deceit  may  ferve 
for  a need,  but  he  only  confeffes  himfelf  over- 
come who  knows  he  is  neither  fubdued  by  Poli- 
cy 
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cy,  nor  Mifadventure,  but  by  dint  of  Yalour, 
in  a fair  and  manly  War.  And  it  very  well  ap- 
pears by  the  Difcourfe  of  thefe  good  old  Sena- 
tors, that  this  fine  Sentence  was  not  yet  receiv’d 
amotjgft  them, 

r ; JEntid.  l.z. 

Dolus  an  virtps  quit  in  Hofie  requiret  ? 

No  Matter  if  by  Valour,  or  Deceit, 

We  overcome,  fo  we  the  better  get. 

The  Acbaians  (fays  Polybius ) abhorr’d  all  man- 
ner of  double-dealing  in  War,  not  reputing  it 
a Vi$ory  unlefs  where  the  Courages  of  the  E- 
nemy  were  fairly  fubdued.  Earn  uir  fanttus  & 
fapiens  fciet  veram  ejje  viftoriam,  qua  falva  fide3  & 

Integra  dignitate  parabitur.  An  honefi  and  a prudent  Tacit,  in 
Man  will  acknowledge  that  only  to  be  a true  Pillory  Jgric. 
which  he  has  obtain  d without  Violation  of  hit  own 
Fait  by  or  any  Blemijh  upon  his  own  Honour  3 fays  ano- 
ther. 

Vofne  velit3  an  me  regnare  hera3  quidzie  ferat  fors3  Emins. 
Virtute  experiamur. 

If  you  or  I (hall  rule,  lets  fairly  try, 

And  Force  or  Fortune  give  the  Vi&ory. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Tematts3  amongft  thofe 
Nations  which  we  fo  broadly  call  Barbarians , 
they  have  a Cuftom  never  to  commence  War  till 
it  be  firft  denounc’d  ; adding  withal,  an  ample 
£)ecUration  of  what  they  have  to  do  it  withal, 
with  what,  and  how  many  Men,  what  Ammu- 
nitions, and  what  both  offenfive  and  defenfive 
Arms;  but  that  being  done,  they  afterward  con- 
ceive it  lawful  to  employ  this  Power  without 

Reproach, 
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Reproach,  any  way  that  may  beft  conduce  to 
their  own  ends.  The  ancient  Florentines  were  fo 
far  from  obtaining  any  Advantage  over  their  E- 
nemies  by  Surprize,  that  they  always  gave  them 
a Months  Warning  before  they  drew  their  Army 
into  the  Field,  by  the  continual  Tolling  of  a 
Bell  they  call’d  Martinella.  For  what  concerns 
us  who  are  not  fo  fcrupulous  in  this  Affair,  and 
who  attribute  the  Honour  of  the  War  to  him 
who  has  the  better  of  it,  after  what  manner  fo- 
ever  obtain’d,  and  who  after  Lyfander  fay.  Where 
tbe  Lien  s Skin  is  too  jhort,  we  tnufl  etch  it  out  with 
the  Fox’s  Cafe.  The  molt  ufual  Occafions  of  Sur- 
prize are  deriv’d  from  this  Pra&ice,  and  we  hold 
that  there  are  no  moments,  wherein  a Chief 
ought  to  be  more  Gircumfped,  and  to  have  his 
Eye  fomuch  at  Watch,  as  thofeof  Parleys,  and 
Treaties  of  Accommodation  • as  it  is  therefore 
become  a general  Rule  amongft  the  Martial  Men 
of  thefe  latter  Times,  that  a Governoor  of  a 
Place  never  ought  in  a time  of  Siege  to  go  out 
to  parley.  It  was  for  this  that  in  our  Fathers  days 
the  Signeurs  de  Montmard and  d’  Jljfigni  defending- 
Moufon  againft  the  Counts  NaJJau^wete  fo  high- 
ly cenfur’d  ,*  yet  in  this  Cafe  it  would  be  excufa- 
bie  in  that  Govevnour,  who  going  out,  fhould 
notwithftanding  do  it  in  fuch  manner,  that  the 
Safety  and  Advantage  fhould  be  on  his  fide,-  as 
Count  Gmdo  de  Rangoni  did  ar  Reggio  (if  we  are 
to  betieve  Belby,  for  Gutcciardrne  fays  it  was  he 
himfelf)  when  Monfieur  de  l ’ Efcut  approach’d 
to  parley  , whofteptfo  little  a way  from  his  Fort, 
that  a'  Difitt-der  hapning  in  the  interim  of  Parley, 
not  only  Monfieur  de  1’  Efcut  and  his  Party,  who 
were  advanc’d  with  him,  found  rhemfelves  by 
much  the  weaker,  (lnfomuch  that  Aleffandro  de 
Triv  ukiv  wit  there  flain)  but  Ire  himfelf  was  con- 
3 ' i 4 ■ * ftrain’d 
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drain’d,  as  the  fafeft  way  to  follow  the  Count, 
and  relying  upon  his  Honour  to  fecure  himfelf 
from  the  danger  of  the  Shot  within  the  very 
Walls  of  the  Town.  Eumenes , being  fliuc  up  in 
the  City  of  Nora  by' Antigonus,  and  by  him  impor- 
tun’d to  come  out  to  fpeak  with  him,  as  he  fent 
him  word  it  was  fit  he  fhould  to  a better  Man 
than  himfelf,  and  one  who  ha&now  an  Advan- 
tage over  him,  return’d  this  notable  Anfwer, 

Tell  him,  (aid  he,  that  I jhall  never  think  any  Man 
better  than  my  felfy  wbilfi  1 have  my  Sword  in  my 
Hand : and  would  never  confent  to  come  out  to 
him,  till  firft,  according  to  his  own  Demand,  An- 
tigonus  had  deliver’d  him  his  own  Nephew  Ptolo- 
mem  in  Hoftage.  And  yet  fome  have  done  ra- 
ther better  than  worfe,  in  going  out  in  Perfon 
to  parley  with  the  Alfailant;  Witnefs  Henry  de 
Vaux,  a Cavalier  of  Champagne,  who  being  be- 
fieg’d  by  the  Englijh  in  the  Caftle  of  Commercy , 
and  Bartholomew  de  Bone , who  commanded  at  the 
Leagure,  having  fo  Tapp’d  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Caltle  without,  that  nothing  remain’d  but  fet- 
ting  Fire  to  the  Props  to  bury  the  Befieg’d  under 
the  Ruines,  he  requefted  the  faid  Henry  to  come 
out  to  fpeak  with  him  for  his  own  Good;  which 
the  other  accordingly  doing,  with  three  more  in 
Company  with  him,  and  his  own  evident  Ruine 
being  made  apparent  to  him,  he  conceiv’d  him- 
felf fmgularly  oblig’d  to  his  Enemy,  to  whofe 
Difcretion  after  he  and  his  Garrifon  had  furren- 
dred  themfelves.  Fire  being  prefently  apply’d  to 
the  Mine,  the  Props  no  fooner  began  to  fail, 
but  the  Caftle  was  immediately  turn’d  topfy  tur- 
vy,  no  one  Stone  being  left  upon  another.  I 
could,  and  do,  with  great  Facility,  relie  upon 
the  Faith  of  another;  but  I Ihould  very  unwil- 
lingly do  it  in  fuch  a?  Cafe,  as  it  fhould  thereby 
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be  judg’d  that  it  was  rather  an  Effed  of  my  Def- 
pair,  and  warit  of  Courage,  than  voluntary,  and 
out  of  Confidence  and  Security  in  the  Faith  of 
him  with  whom  I had  to  do. 


C^H  A P.  VI. 

That  the  Hour  of  Parley  is  dangerous » 

I Saw  notwithfianding  lately  at  Mujfidan , a 
Place  not  far  from  my  Houfe,  that  thofe  who 
were  driven  out  thence  by  our  Army,  and  others 
of  their  Party,  highly  complain’d  of  Treachery, 
for  that  during  a Treaty  of  Accommodation, 
and  in  the  very  interim  that  their  Deputies  were  ‘ 
treating,  they  were  furprized,  and  cut  to  pie- 
ces : a thing  that  peradventure  in  another  Age* 
might  have  had  fome  colour  of  foul  Play ; but 
(as  I faid  before)  the  Practice  of  Arms  in  thefe 
days  is  quite  another  thing,  and  there  is  now  no 
Confidence  in  an  Enemy  excufable,  till  after  the 
lalt  Seal  of  Obligation  ; and  even  then  the  Con- 
queror has  enough  to  do  to  keep  his  Word  ,•  fo 
hazardous  a thing  it  is  to  intruft  the  Obfervati- 
on  of  the  Faith  a Man  has  engag’d  to  a Town 
that  furrenders  upon  eafie  and  favourable  Con- 
ditions, to  the  Neceffity,  Avarice,  and  Licence 
of  a victorious  Army,  and  to  give  the  Soldier 
free  Entrance  into  it  in  the  heat  of  Blood.  Lu- 
cius t^L'milius  Regillus , a Roman  Prtetor,  having 
loft  his  time  in  attempting  to  take  the  City  of 
Phocaa  by  force,  by  reafon  of  the  fingular  valour 
wherewith  the  Inhabitants  defended  themfelves 
againlt  him,  condition’d  at  laft  to  receive  them 
as  Friends  to  the  People  of  Rome , and  to  enter 
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the  Town,  as  into  a Confederate  City,  without 
any  manner  of  Hoftility  ; of  which  he  alfo  gave 
them  all  poffible  Affuranee  : But  having  for  the 
greater  Pomp  brought  his  whole  Army  in  with 
him,  it  was  no  more  in  his  Power,  With  all  the 
Endeavour  he  could  ufe,  to  command  his  Peo- 
ple : So  that  Avarice  and  Revenge  defpifing  and 
trampling  under  foot  both  his  Authority  and  all 
Military  Difcipline,  he  there  at  once  faw  his 
own  Faith  violated,  and  a confiderable  part  of 
the  City,  fack’d  and  ruin’d  before  his  Face.  Cleo- 
menes  was  wont  to  fay,  That  what  Mifcbief  foever 
a Man  could  do  bis  Enemy  in  time  of  War  •was  above 
Ju[tice , and  nothing  accountable  to  it  in  the  Sight  of 
Gods  and  Men.  And  according  to  this  Principle, 
having  concluded  a Ceffation  with  thofe  of  Ar- 
gos for  feven  days,  the  third  Night  after  he  fell 
upon  them  when  they  were  all  buried  in  Securi- 
ty and  Sleep,  and  put  them  to  the  Sword  ,•  al- 
ledging for  hisExcufe,  That  there  had  no  Nights 
been  mention’d  in  the  Truce : But  the  Gods  pu- 
nch’d his  Perfidy,  In  a time  of  Parley  alfo,  and 
that  the  Citizens  were  intent  upon  their  Capitu- 
lation, the  City  of  Cajfilinum  was  taken  by  Sur- 
prize, and  that  even  in  the  Age  of  the  julteft 
Captains,  and  the  beft  Difcipline  of  the  Roman 
Militia  : For  it  is  not  faid,  that  it  is  not  lawful 
for  us  in  Time  and  Place,  to  make  advantage  of 
our  Enemies  want  of  Underftanding,  as  well  as 
their  want  of  Courage:  And  doubtlefsWar  has 
a great  many  Privileges  that  appear  reafonable, 
even  to  the  Prejudice  of  Reai'on.  And  there- 
fore here  the  Rule  fails,  Neminem  id  agereut  ex  c-a).0 
alter ius  pradetur  infcitia.  That  no  one  fhould  prey  q^:  / 
upon  anothers  Folly.  But  I am  aftonifh’d  at  the 
great  Liberty  allow’d  by  Xenophon  in  luch  Cafes, 
and  that  both  by  Precept,  and  the  Example  of 
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fevcral  Exploits  of  his  compleat  General.  An 
Author  of  very  great  Authority,  I confefs,  in 
thofe  Affairs,  as  being  in  his  own  Perfon  both  a 
great  Captain  and  a Philosopher  of  the  firft  Form 
of  Socratn  his  Difciples ; and  yet  I cannot  con- 
fent  to  fuch  a meafure  of  Licence  as  he  difpen- 
fes  in  all  Things  and  Places.  Moufieur  £ A*big- 
njy  having  befieg’d  Capua,  and  play’d  a furious 
Battery  againft  it,  Signior  Fabrido  Colonne,  Go- 
vernoqr  of  the  Town,  having  from  a Baftion 
begun  to  parley,  and  his  Soldiers  in  the  mean 
time  being  a little  more  remils  in  their  Guard, 
our  People  took  advantage  of  their  Security, 
enter’d  the  Place  at  unawares,  and  pufthem  all 
to  the  Sword.  And  of  later  Memory,  at  Yvoy , 
Signior  Juiiano  Romero  having  play’d  that  part  of 
a Novice  to  go  out  to  capitulate  with  the  Con- 
ftable,  at  his  Return  found  his  Place  taken.  But, 
that  we  might  not  efcape  Scot-free,  the  Marquis 
of  Pefcara  having  laid  Siege  toGmw,whereDuke 
Ottavio  Fregofa  commanded  under  our  Protecti- 
on, and  the  Articles  betwixt  them  being  fo.far 
advanc’d,  that  it  was  look’d  upon  as  a done  thing, 
and  upon  the  Point  to  be  concluded,  feveral 
niauls  in  the  mean  time  being  flip’d  in  under  the 
Privilege  of  the  Treaty,  feized  on  the  Gates, 
and  made  ufe  of  this  Treachery  as  an  abfolute 
and  fair  Victory  : and  fince  at  Ligny  in  Barrox , 
where  the  Count  de  Brienne  commanded,  the 
Emperor  having  in  his  own  Perfon  beleagur’d 
that  Place,  and  Bartbeville , the  faid  Counts  Lieu- 
tenant going  out  to  parley,  whilft  he  was  capi- 
tulating the  Town  was  taken. 

Fh  il  vincer  ftmpre  maji  laudabil  cofa 

Vinca  fio  fsr  fori una}  o per  ingegno. 
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Fame  ever  does  the  Vidor’s  Praifes  ring, 

And  Conqueft  ever  was  a glorious  thing. 

Which  way  foe’er  the  Conqu’ror  .purchas’d  it. 
Whether  by  Valour,  Fortune,  or  by  Wit. 

fay  they  : But  the  Philofopher  Cbryftppus  was 
of  another  Opinion,  wherein  I alfo concur,*  for 
he  was  us’d  to  fay,  That  thofe  who  run  a Race, 
ought  to  imply  all  the  Force  they  have  in  what 
they  are  about,  and  to  run  as  faft  as  they  can  ; 
but  that  it  is  by  no  means  fair  in  them  to  lay  any 
hand  upon  their  Adverfary  to  flop  him,  nor  to 
fet  a Leg  before  him  to  throw  him  down.  And 
yet  more  generous  was  the  Anfwer  of  that  great 
Alexander  to  Polypercon,  who  perfwaded  him  to 
take  the  Advantage  of  the  Nights  Obfcurity  to 
fall  upon  Darius',  By  no  means  (faid  he)  it  is  not 
for  fuch  a Man  as  I am  to  fteal  a Vidory,  Malo®$int. 
wj  fortuna  p ccm  teat,  quam  viBoria  pudeat , I had  CurU  *•  4- 
rather  repent  me  of  my  Fortune,  than  be  a- 
Iham’d  of  my  Vidory. 

Atque  idem  fugkntem  baud  eft  dignatus  Orodem  JEneU. 
Stern  ere,  nec  jatta  caecum  dare  Cu/pide  'vulnus : l.  »o. 

Obvius , adverfoque  occurrit , feque  ajiro  'vir 
Contulit , baud  furto  melior , fed  fortibus  armis . 

His  Heart  difdain’d  to  ftrike  Orodes  dead. 

Or,  unfeen,  bafely  wound  him  as  he  fled  ,• 

But  gaining  firft  his  Front,  wheels  round,  and 
Bravely  oppos’d  himfelf  to  his  Career : (there 

And  fighting  Man  to  Man,  would  let  him  fee 
His  Valour  f corn’d  both  Odds  and  Policy. 

, i 
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CHAP.  VII. 

That  the  Intention  is  Judge  of  our  Attions. 

5 rT'"1I  S a Saying,  That  Death  lifcharges  us  of  alt 

1 our  Obligations.  However,  I know  fome 
who  have  taken  it  in  another  Senfe.  Henry  the 
Seventh,  King  of  E»g/W,  articled  with  Dow 
lip , Son  to  Maximilian  the  Emperor,  and  Father 
to  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  when  he  had 
him  upon  Englijl t Ground,  that  the  faid  Thilip 
fhould  deliver  up  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  ofthe  White 
Rofe , his  mortal  Enemy,  who  was  fled  into  the 
Low  Countries,  into  his  Hands  ,•  which  Philip  (not 
knowing  how  to  evade  it)  accordingly  promis’d 
to  do,  but  upon  Condition  neverthelefs,  that 
Henry  fhould  attempt  nothing  againft  the  Life  of 
the  faid  Duke,  which  during  his  own  Life  he 
perform’d,-  but  coming  to  die,  in  his  laft  Will, 
commanded  his  Son  to  put  him  to  Death  imme- 
diately after  his  Deceafe.  And  lately,  in  the 
Tragedy,  that  the  Duke  of  Alva  prefented  to  us 
in  the  Perfons  of  the  two  Counts,  Egmont , and 
Horne , at  Bruffels,  there  were  very  remarkable 
Paflages,  and  one  amongft  the  reft,  that  the  faid 
Count  Egmont  (upon  the  fecurity  of  whofe  Word 
and  Faith  Count  Horne  had  come  and  furrendred 
himfelf  to  the  Duke  of  Alva)  earneftly  entreat- 
ed  that  he  might  firft  mount  the  Scaffold,  to  the 
end  that  Death  might  difingage  him  from  the 
Obligation  he  had  pafs’d  to  the  other.  In  which 
Cafe,  methinks  Death  did  not  acquit  the  former 
of  his  Promife,  and  the  fecond  was-  fatisfied  in 
the  good  Intention  of  the  other,  even  though 
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he  had  not  died  with  him  : for  we  cannot  be  ob- 
lig’d beyond  what  we  are  able  to  perform,  by 
reafon  that  the  Effe&s  and  Intentions  of  what 
we  promife  are  not  at  all  in  our  Power,  and 
that  indeed  we  are  Matters  of  nothing  but  the 
Will,  in  which,  by  Neceffity,  all  the  Rules  and 
whole  Duty  of  Mankind  is  founded  and  efta- 
blilh’d.  And  therefore  Count  Egmont , conceiv- 
ing his  Soul  and  Will  bound  and  indebted  to  his 
Promife,  although  he  had  not  the  Power  to  make 
it  good,  had  doubtlefs  been  abfolv’d  of  his  Du- 
ty, even  though  he  had  outliv’d  the  other  j but 
the  King  of  England  wilfully  and  premeditately- 
breaking  his  Faith,  was  no  more  to  be  excus’d 
for  deferring  the  execution  of  his  Infidelity  till 
after  his  Death,  than  Herodotus  his  Mafon,  who 
having  inviolably,  during  the  time  of  his  Life, 
kept  the  Secret  of  the  Treafure  of  the  King  of 
■y£gyj>t  his  Matter,  at  his  Death  difcover’d  it  to 
his  Children.  I have  taken  notice  of  feveral  in 
my  time,  who,  convinc’d  by  their  Confciences 
ofunjuftly  detaining  the  Goods  of  another,  have 
endeavour’d  to  make  amends  by  their  Will,  and 
after  their  Deceafe : but  they  had  as  good  do  no- 
thing as  delude  themfelves  both  in  taking  fo 
such  time  in  fo  preffing  an  Affair,  and  alio  iri 
going  about  to  repair  an  Injury  with  fo  little 
Demonftration  of  Refentment  and  Concern. 

They  owe  over  and  above  fomething  of  their 
own,  and  by  how  much  their  Payment  is  more 
Itridfc  and  incommodious  to  themfelves,  by  fo 
much  is  their  Reftitution  more  perfect,  juft,  and 
meritorious ; for  Penitency  requires  Penance  : 
but  they  yet  do  worfe  than  thefe,  who  referve 
the  Declaration  of  a mortal  Animbfity  againft 
their  Neighbour  to  the  laft  Gafp,  having  con- 
ceal’d it  all  the  time  of  their  Lives  before,- 
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wherein  they  declare  to  have  little  regard  of  their 
own  Honour  whilftthey  irritate  the  Party  offend- 
ed againft  their  Memory;  and  lefs  to  their  Con- 
fcience,  not  having  the  Power,  even  out  of  Re- 
fpe&  to  Death  it  felf,  to  make  their  Malice  die 
with  them;  but  extending  the  Life  of  their  Ha- 
tred even  beyond  their  own.  Unjuft  Judges,  who 
defer  Judgment  to  a time  wherein  they  can  have 
no  Knowledge  of  the  Caufe  1 For  my  parr,  I 
fhall  take  Care,  if  I can,  that  my  Death  difcover 
nothing  that  my  Life  has  not  firft  openly  mani- 
fefted,  and  publickly  declar’d. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  Idlenefi. 

AS  we  fee  fome  Grounds  that  have  long  lain 
idle,  and  untill’d,  when  grown  rank  and 
fertile  by  reft,  to  abound  with,  and  fpend  their 
Vertne,  in  the  Product  of  innumerable  forts  of 
Weeds,  and  wild  Herbs,  that  are  unprofitable, 
and  of  no  wholefcme  ufe,  and  that  to  make 
them  perform  their  true  Office,  we  are  to  cul- 
tivate and  prepare  them  for  fuch  Seeds  as  are 
proper  for  our  Service.  And  as  we  fee  Women 
that  without  the  Knowledge  of  Men  do  fome- 
times  of  themfelves  bring  forth  inanimate  and 
formlefs  Lumps  of  Flefh,  but  that  to  caufe  a na- 
tural and  perfeft  Generation  they  are  to  be  hus- 
banded with  another  kind  of  Seed;  even  fo  it  is 
with  Wits,  which  if  not  applyed  to  fome  certain 
Study  that  may  fix  and  reftrain  them,  run  into  a 
thoufand  Extravagancies , and  are  eternally 
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roving  here  and  there  in  the  inextricable  Laby- 
rinth of  reftlefs  Imagination. 

Sicut  aqua  tremulum  labris  ubi  lumen  ahenis  AZntitU,  8, 

Sole  repercuffum,  aut  radiantis  imagine  Luna , 

Omnia  pervolitat  late  loca,  jamque  fub  auras 
Erigitur3  fummique  ferit  laquearia  telli . 

Like  as  the  quivering  Refle&ion 
Of  Fountain  Waters,  when  the  Morning  Sun 
Darts  on  the  Bafon,  or  the  Moon’s  pale  Beam 
Gives  Light  and  Colour  to  the  Captive  Stream, 

Whips  with  fantaftick  motion  round  the  place. 

And  Walls  and  Roof  ftrikes  with  its  trembring 

(Rays. 

In  which  wild  and  irregular  Agitation,  there 
is  no  Folly,  nor  idle  Fancy  they  do  not  light 
upon  : 

— — ve Jut  agri  [omnia  3 'van a Hn.de Arte 

Finguntur  [pecies  Poetics. 

Like  fick  Mens  Dreams,  that  from  a troubled 
Phantafms  create,  ridiculous  and  vain.  (Brain 

The  Soul  that  has  no  eftablifh’d  Limit  to 
circumfcribe  it  lofes  it  felf,  as  the  Epigramma- 
tift  fays, 

6)uifquis  ubiqi  habitat , maxime  nufquam  habitat.  Martial. 

He  that  lives  every  where,  does  no  where  live.£/"£-  72‘ 

When  I lately  retir’d  my  felf  to  my  own 
Houfe,  with  a Refolution,  as  much  as  poflibly  I 
could,  to  avoid  all  manner  of  Concern  in  Affair, 
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and  to /pend  in  privacy  and  repofe  the  little  re- 
mainder of  time  I have  to  Live:  Ifanfi’d  I could 
not  more  oblige  my  mind  than  to  fuffer  it  at  full 
leifure  to  entertain  and  divert  it  felf,  which  I 
alfo  now  hop’d  it  might  the  better  be  entrufted 
to  do,  as  being  by  Time  and  Obfcrvation  be- 
come more  fettled  and  mature ; but  I find, 

rvaxiam  femper  dam  otia  mentcm. 

r Even  in  the  mod  retir’d  Eftate 

Leafure  it  felf  does  various  Thoughts  create. 

that,  quite  contrary,  it  is  like  a Horfe  that  has 
broke  from  his  Rider,  who  voluntarily  runs  into 
a much  more  violent  Career  than  any  ITorfe- 
man  would  put  him  to,  and  creates  me  fo  many 
Cbimara's  and  fantaftick  Monfters  one  upon  anor- 
ther,  without  Order  or  Defign,  that,  the  better  ac 
leifure  to  contemplate  their  Strangenefs  and  Ab- 
. furdity,  I haye begun  to  commit  them  to  Writing, 
hoping  in  time  to  make  them  alham’d  of  them- 
felves. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Of  Lyars. 

r I “'Mere  is  net  a Man  living,  whom  it  would 
X fo  little  become  to  fpeak  of  Memory  as 
my  felf,  for  1 have  none  at  all,-  and  do  not  think 
that  the  World  has  again  another  fo  treacherous 
as  mine.  My  otherFaculties  are  all  very  ordinary 
pnd  mean ; but  in  this  1 think  my  felf  very  lin- 
gular, and  to  fuch  a Degree  of  Excellence,  that 
(/efide?.  the  inconvenience  I fuffer  by  it, 
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which  merits  fomething)  I deferve  methinks, 
to  be  famous  for  it,  and  to  have  more  than  a 
common  Reputation  : Though,  in  truth  the  ne- 
celTary  ufe  of  Memory  confider'd,  Plato  had  Rea- 
fon  when  he  call'd  it  a great  and  powerful  God- 
defs.  In  my  Country,  when  they  would  decy- 
pher a Man  that  has  no  Senfe,  they  fay,  fuch  a 
one  has  no  Memory ,•  and  when  I complain  of 
mine,  they  feem  not  to  believe  I am  in  earned, 
and  prefently  reprove  me,  as  tho’  I accus'd  my 
felf  for  a Fool,  not  difcerning  the  Difference  be- 
twixt Memory  and  Underftanding,-  vdierein  they 
are  very  wide  of  my  Intention,  and  do  me  wrong. 
Experience  rather  daily  (hewing  us  on  the  con- 
trary,that  a ftrong  Memory  is  commonly  coupled 
with  infirm  Judgment : And  they  do  me  more- 
over (who  am  fo  perfeA  in  nothing  as  the  good 
Friend)  at  the  fame  time  a greater  Wrong  in 
this,  that  they  make  the  fame  Words  which  accufe 
my  Infirmity,  reprefent  me  for  an  ingrateful  Per- 
fon ; wherein  they  bring  my  Integrity  and  good 
Nature  into  Queftion  upon  the  account  of  my 
Memory,  and  from  a natural  Imperfe&ion,  un- 
juftly  derive  a defect  of  Confcience.  He  has 
forgot,  fays  one,  this  Requeft,  or  that  Promife ; 
he  no  more  remembers  his  Friends,  he  has  for- 
got, to  fay  or  do,  or  to  conceal  fuch  and  fuch  a 
thing  for  my  fake.  And  truly,  I am  apt  enough 
to  forget  many  things,  but  to  neglect  any  thing 
my  Friend  has  given  me  in  charge,  I never  do 
it.  And  it  fhould  be  enough  methinks,  that  I 
feel  the  Mifery  and  Inconvenience  of  it  without 
branding  me  with  Malice,  a Vice  fo  much  a 
Stranger,  and  fo  contrary  to  my  Nature.  How- 
ever, I derive  thefe  Comforts  from  my  Infirmity ; 
firft,  that  it  is  an  Evil  from  which  principally  I 
have  found  reafon  to  corre&  a worfe,  that  would 
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eafiiy  enough  have  grown  upon  me ; namely. 
Ambition ; this  Defedi  being  intolerable  in  thofe 
who  take  upon  them  the  Negotiations  of  the 
World,  an  Employment  of  the  greateft  Honour 
and  Truft  arnon^  Men : Secondly,  that  (as  feve- 
ral  like  Examples  in  the  Progrels  of  Nature  de- 
monftrate  to  us)  ihe  has  fortified  me  in  my  other 
Faculties,  proportionably  as  Ihe  has  unfurni/h’d 
me  in  this,-  I fhould  otherwife  have  been  apt 
implicitely  to  have  repos’d  my  Wit  and  Judg- 
ment upon  the  bare  Report  of  other  Men,  with- 
out ever  fefting  them  to  work  upon  any  Inqui- 
fition  whatever,  had  the  ftrange  Inventions  and 
Opinions  of  the  Authors  I have  read,  been  ever 
prefent  with  me  by  the  Benefit  of  Memory : 
Thirdly,  That  by  this  Means  I am  not  fo  talka- 
tive, for  the  Magazine  of  the  Memory  is  ever 
better  furnifh’d  with  matter  than  that  of  the  In- 
vention ; and  had  mine  been  faithful  to  me,  I 
had  ere  this,  deaf  d all  my  Friends  with  my  eter- 
nal Babble,  the  Subjects  themfelves  rowling  and 
ffirring  up  the  little  Faculty  I have  of  handling, 
and  applying  them,  heating  and  extending  my 
Difcourfe.  ’Tis  a great  Imperfe&ion,  and  what 
I have  obferv’d  in  feveral  of  my  intimate  Friends, 
who,  as  their  Memories  fupply  them  with  a pre- 
fent and  entire  Review  of  things,  derive  their 
Narratives  from  fo  remote  a Fountain,  and  crowd 
them  with  fo  many  impertinent  Circumitances, 
that  though  the  Story  be  good  in  it  felf,  they 
make  a (Fife  to  fpoil  it,-  and  if  otherwife,  you 
are  either  to  curfe  the  Srrength  of  their  Memory-, 
or  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Judgment : And  it  is  a 
hard  thing  to  clofe  up  a Difcourfe,  and  to  cut 
it  fhort,  when  you  are  once  in,  and  have  a great 
deal  more  to  lay.-1  Neither  is  there  any  thing 
wherein  the  Force  and  Readinels  of  a Ilorfe  is 
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fo  much  (een,  as  in  a round,  graceful,  and  Hid- 
den flop ; and  I lee  even  thofe  who  are  perti- 
nent enough,  who  would,  but  cannot  flop  (hort 
in  their  Career;  for  whilft  they  are  feeking  out 
a handfome  Period  to  conclude  the  Senfej  they 
talk  at  random,  and  are  fo  perplex'd,  and  en- 
tangled in  their  own  Eloquence,  that  they  know 
not  what  they  fay.  But  above  all,  old  Men, 
who  yet  retain  the  Memory  of  things  part,  and 
forget  how  often  they  have  told  them,  are  the 
moft  dangerous  Company  for  this  fault;  and  I 
have  known  Stories  from  the  Mouth  of  a Man  of 
very  great  Quality,  otherwife  very  pleafant  in 
themlelves,  becoming  very  troublefome,by  being 
a Hundred  times  repeated  over  and  over  again. 
The  fourth  Obligation  I have  to  this  infirm  Me- 
mory of  mine  is,  that  by  this  means  I lefs  remem- 
ber the  Injuries  I have  receiv’d  ;’infomuch,  that 
(as  the  Ancient  faid)  I fiiould  have  a Protocoil , a 
Regifter  of  Injuries,  or  a Prompter,  like  Darius , 
who,  that  he  might  not  forget  the  Offence  he 
had  receiv’d  from  thofe  of  Athens,  fo  oft  as  he  fat 
down  to  Dinner,  order’d  one  of  his  Pages  three 
times  to  whoop  in  his  Ear,  Sir , Remember  the  A- 
tbenians  : And  alfo,  the  Places  which  I revifit, 
and  the  Books  I read  over  again.  Hill  fmile  upon 
me  with  a frefh  Novelty.  It  is  not  without  good 
Reafon  faid.  That  he  who  has  not  a good  Me- 
mory fhould  never  take  upon  him  the  Trade  of 
Lying.  I know  very  well,  that  the  Grammarians 
diftinguifh  betwixt  an  Untruth  and  a Lye , and  fay 
that  to  tell  an  Untruth  is  to  tell  a thing  that  is  falfe, 
but  that  we  our  felves  believe  to  be  true;  and 
that  to  Lye,  is  to  tell  a thing  that  we  know  in 
our  Confcience  to  be  utterly  falfe  and  untrue  ; 
and  it  is  of  this  laft  fort  of  Lyars  only  that  I now 
fpeak.  Now  thefe  do  either  wholly  contrive 
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and  invent  the  Untruths  they  utter,  or  fo  alter 
and  difguife  a true  Story,  that  it  always  ends  in 
a Lye ; and  when  they  difguife  and  often  alter 
the  fame  Story  according  to  their  own  Fancy, ’tis 
very  hard  for  them  at  one  time  or  another  to  efcape 
being  trap’d,  by  reafon  that  the  real  Truth  of  the 
thing  having  firft  takenPofleflion  of  the  Memory, 
and  being  there  lodg’d, and  imprinted  by  the  way 
of  Knowledge  and  Science,itwillbe  ever  ready  to 
prefent  it  felf  to  the  Imagination,  and  to  fhoulder 
out  any  Falfhood  of  their  own  contriving,  which 
cannot  there  have  fo  fure  and  fettled  Footing  as 
the  other;  and  the  Circumftances  of  the  firft  true 
Knowledge  evermore  running  in  their  Minds, 
will  be  apt  to  make  them  forget  thofe  that  are 
illegitimate,  and  only  forg’d  by  their  own  Fancy. 
In  what  they  wholly  invent  forafmuch  as  there 
is  no  contrary  Impreffion  to  juftle  their  Inven- 
tion, there  feems  to  be  lefs  danger  of  tripping; 
and  yet  even  this  alfo,  by  reafon  it  is  a vain 
Body,  and  without  any  other  Foundation  than 
Fancy  only,  is  very  apt  to  efcape  the  Memory, 
iftheybenot  careful  to  make  themfelves  very 
perfect  in  their  Tale.  Of  which  I have  had  very 
Pleafant  Experience,  at  the  Expence  of  fuch  as 
Profefs  only  to  form,  and  accommodate  their 
Speech  to  the  Affair  they  have  in  hand,  or  to  the 
Humour  of  the  Perfon  with  whom  they  have  to 
do ; for  the  Circumftances  to  which  thefe  Men 
ftick  not  to  enflave  their  Confciences,  and  their 
Faith  being  fubjeCt  to  feveral  Changes,  their 
Language  muft  accordingly  vary:  From  whence 
it  happens,  that  of  the  fame  thing  they  tell 
one  Man,  that  it  is  this,  and  another  that  it  is 
that,  giving  it  feveral  Forms,  and  Colours; 
which  Men,  if  they  once  come  to  conferr  Notes, 
and  find  out  the  Cheat,  what  becomes  of  this  fine 
' ■ Art  ? 
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Art?  To  which  may  be  added,  that  they  muft 
of  Neceflity  very  often  ridiculoufly  trap  them- 
felves ,•  for,  what  Memory  can  be  fufficient  to 
retain  fo  many  different  Shapes  as  they  have 
forg’d  upon  one  and  the  fame  Subjed  ? I have 
known  many  in  my  Time,  very  ambitious  of 
the  repute  of  this  fine  piece  of  Difcretion ; but 
they  do  not  fee,  that  if  there  be  a Reputation  of 
being  wife,  there  is  really  no  Prudence  in  it.  In 
plain  Truth,  Lying  is  a hateful  and  an  accurfed 
Vice.  We  are  not  Men,  nor  have  other  Tye 
upon  one  another,  but  our  Word.  If  we  did 
but  difcover  the  Horror  and  ill  Confequences 
of  it,  we  fhould  purfue  it  with  Fire  and  Sword, 
and  more  juftly  than  other  Crimes.  I fee  that 
Parents  commonly , and  with  Indifcretion 
enough,  corred  their  Children  for  little  inno- 
cent Faults  , and  torment  them  for  wanton 
childifh  Tricks,  that  have  neither  Impreflion, 
nor  tend  to  any  Confequence : Whereas,  in  my 
Opinion,  Lying  only,  and  (what  is  offome- 
thing  a lower  Form)  Stomach,  are  the  Faults 
which  are  to  be  feverely  whip’d  out  of  them, 
both  in  the  Infancy  and  Progrefs  of  the  Vices, 
which  will  otherwise  grow  up  and  increafe  with 
them  ,•  and  after  a Tongue  has  once  got  the 
Knack  of  lying,  ’tis  not  to  be  imagined  how  im- 
poflible  almoft  it  is  to  reclaim  it.  Whence 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  we  fee  fome,  who  are 
otherwife  very  honeft  Men,  fo  fubjed  to  this 
Vice.  I have  an  honeft  Lad  to  my  Taylor,  who 
I never  knew  guilty  of  one  Truth,  no  not  when 
it  had  been  to  his.  Advantage.  If  Faljlmd  had, 
like  Truth , but  one  Face  only,  we  fhould  be  up- 
on better  Terms ; for  we  mould  then  take  the 
contrary  to  what  the  Lyar  fays  for  certain  Truth  ; 
k»ut  the  Reverfe  of  Truth  has  an  hundred  thou- 
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fand  Figures,  and  a Field  indefinite  without 
Bound  or  Limit.  The  Pythagoreans  make  Good  to 
be  certain  and  finite,  and  Evil,  infinite  and  un- 
certain; there  are  a thoufand  ways  to  mifs  the 
White,  there  is  only  one  to  hit  it.  For  my  own 
part,  I have  this  Vice  in  fo  great  horror,  that 
I am  not  fure  I could  prevail  with  my  Confcience 
to  fecure  my  felf  from  the  molt  manifeft  and 
extream  Danger,  by  an  impudent  and  folemn 
Lye.  An  ancient  Father  fays,  That  a Dog  we 
HiR  M>at‘  know  Is  better  Company  than  a Man  ivhofe  Language 
ca?.  i.  '7’we  do  not  understand.  Ut  externus  non  alieno  fit 
hominis  vice,  As  a Foreigner , to  one  that  underjlands 
not  what  he  [ays,  cannot  be  (aid  to  [apply  the  Place  of 
a Man , becaufe  he  can  be  no  Company.  And 
how  much  lefs  fociable  is  falfe  Speaking  than  Si- 
lence ? King  Francis  the  Firft  bragg’d,  that  he 
had,  by  this  means,  non-plus’d  Franci[co  Taverna , 
the  Embaffador  of  Franci[co  Sfaza,  Du  ^e  of  Milan , 
a Man  very  famous  for  his  Eloquence  in  thofe 
days.  This  Gentleman  had  been  fent  to  exCufe 
his  Mailer  to  his  Majefty  about  a thing  of  very 
great  Confequence ; which  was  this : King 
Francis , to  maintain  evermore  fome  intelligence 
. in  Italy,  out  of  which  he  had  lately  been  driven, 
and  particularly  in  the  Dutchy  of  Milan , had 
thought  it  (to  that  end)  convenient  to  have  ever- 
more a Gentleman  on  his  Behalf  to  lie  Leiger  in 
the  Court  of  that  Duke;  an  Ambalfador  in  Effedf, 
but  in  outward  Appearance  no  other  than  a pri- 
vate Pei  Ton  who  pretended  to  refide  there  upon 
the  fingle  Account  of  his  own  particular  Affairs; 
which  was  fo  carried,  by  reafon  that  the  Duke, 
much  more  depending  upon  the  Emperor,  efpe- 
cially  at  a time  when  he  was  in  a Treaty  of  a 
Marriage  with  his  Neece,  Daughter  to  the  King 
of  Denmark,  and  fince  Dowager  of  Lorrain , could 
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not  own  any  Friendihip  or  intelligence  with  us, 
but  very  much  to  his  own  Prejudice.  For  this 
Commiffion  then  one  Merveille  a Milanoit  Gen- 


tleman, and  Equerry  to  the  King,  being  thought 
very  fit,  he  was  accordingly  difpatch’d  thither 
with  private  Letters  of  Credence,  his  lnftru&i- 
ons  of  Ambaffador,  and  other  Letters  of  Recom- 
mendation to  the  Duke  about  his  own  private 
Concerns,  the  better  to  colour  the  Bufinefs;  and 
fo  long  continued  in  that  Court,  that  the  Em- 
peror at  laft  had  fome  Incling  of  his  real  Em- 
ployment there,  and  complain’d  of  it  to  the 
Duke,  which  was  the  Occafion  of  what  followed 
after,  aswefuppofe;  which  was,  that  under 
Pretence  of  a Murther  by  him  committed,  his 
Tryal  was  in  two  days  difpatch’d,  and  his  Head 
in  the  Night  ftruck  off  in  Prifon.  Signior  Francifco 
then  being  upon  this  Account,  come  to  the 
Court  of  France , and  prepar’d  with  a long  coun- 
terfeit Story  to  excufe  a thing  of  fo  dangerous 
Example,  (for  the  King  had  apply’d  himfelf  to 
all  the  Princes  of  Cbriftendom,  as  well  as  to  the 
Duke  himfelf,  to  demand  Satisfaction  for  this 
Outrage  upon  the  Perfbn  of  his  Minifter)Jiad 
his  Audience  at  the  morning  Council,-  wliere, 
after  he  had  for  the  Support  of  his  Caufe,  in  a 
long  premeditated  Oration , laid  open  feveral 
plaufible  Juftificationsof  the  Fad,  he  concluded, 
that  the  Duke  his  Mafter  had  never  look’d  upon 
this  Merveille  for  other  than  a private  Gentleman, 
and  his  own  Subjed,  who  was  there  only  in  or- 
der to  his  own  Bufinefs,  neither  had  he  ever  liv’d 


after  any  other  manner ; abfolutely  difowning 
that  he  had  ever  heard  he  was  one  of  the  King’s 
Domeftick  Servants,  or  that  his  Majefty  fo  much 
as  knew  him,  fo  far  was  he  from  taking  him 
for  an  Ambaffador.  When  having  made  an  end. 
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and  the  King  prefling  him  with  feveral  Obje&i- 
ons  and  Demands,,  and  lifting  him  on  all  hands, 
gravell’d  him  at  laft,  by  asking,  why  then  the 
Execution  was  perform’d  by  Wight,  and  as  it 
were  by  Stealth  ? At  which  the  poor  confounded 
Ambaflador,  the  more  handfomly  to  difingage 
himfelf,  made  Anfwer,  That  the  Duke  would 
have  been  very  loth,  out  of  Refped:  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  fuch  an  Execution  fliould  have  been 
perform’d  in  the  Face  of  the  Sun.  Any  one  may 
guefs  if  he  was  not  well  fchool’d  when  he  came 
home,  for  having  fogrofly  trip’d  in  the  Prefence 
of  a Prince  of  fo  delicate  a Noftril  as  King 
Francis.  Pope  Julius  the  Second,  having  fent 
an  Ambaflador  to  the  King  of  England , to  ani- 
mate him  againft  King  Francis , the  Ambaflador 
having  had  his  Audience,  and  the  King,  before 
he  would  give  a poffitive  Anfwer,  infilling  up- 
on the  Difficulties  he  found  in  fetting  on  foot 
fo  great  a Preparation  as  would  be  neceflary 
to  attack  fo  Potent  a King,  and  urging  fome 
Reafons  to  that  Effe&,  the  Ambaflador  very 
unfeafonably  reply’d,  That  he  had  alfo  himfelf 
confldered  the  fame  difficulties,  and  had  repre- 
lenfed  as  much  to  the  Pope.  From  which  lay- 
ing of  his,  fo  diredly  oppofite  to  the  Thing 
propounded,  and  the  Bufinefs  he  came  about, 
which  was  immediately  to  incite  him  to  War, 
the  King  firlt  deriv’d  Argument  (which  alfo  he 
afterwards  found  to  be  true)  that  this  Ambafla- 
dor, in  his  own  private  Bofom,  was  a Friend  to 
the  French ; of  which  having  advertis’d  the  Pope, 
his  Enate  at  his  Return  home  was  confifcate, 
and  himfelf  very  narrowly  efcap’d  the  loling  of 
his  Head. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Of  quick  or  flow  Speech. 

One  ne  fut  a tons  toutes  Graces  donnes. 

All  graces  by  All-liberal  Heaven 
Were  never  yet  to  all  Men  given. 

AS  we  fee  in  the  Gift  of  Eloquence,  where- 
in fome  have  fuch  a Facility  and  Prompt- 
nefs,  and  that  which  we  call  a prefcntWitJo  eafie, 
that  they  are  ever  ready  upon  all  Occafions,  and 
never  to  be  furpriz’d:  And  others  more  heavy 
and  flow,  never  venture  to  utter  any  thing  but 
what  they  have  long  Premeditated,  and  taken 
great  Care  and  Pains  to  fit  and  Prepare.  Now,  as 
we  teach  young  Ladies  thofe  Sports  and  Exercifes 
which  are  molt  Proper  to  fet  out  the  Grace  and 
Beauty  of  thofe  Parts  wherein  their  chiefeft 
Ornament  and  Perfeftion  lie ,*  fo  in  thefe  two 
advantages  of  Eloquence,  to  which  the  Lawyers- 
and  Preachers  of  our  Age  feem  principally  to 
pretend.  If  I were  worthy  to  advife,  the  flow 
Speaker,  methinks,  Ihould  be  more  Proper  for 
the  Pulpit,  and  the  other  for  the  Bar  ,•  and  that 
becaufe  the  Employment  of  the  firft  does  na- 
turally allow  him  all  the  Leifure  he  can  defire  to 
prepare  himfelf,  and  befides,  his  Career  is  per- 
form’d in  an  even  and  unintermitted  Line,  with- 
out (lop  or  interruption  ,*  whereas,  the  Pleader’s 
Bufinefs  and  Intereft  compeljs  him  to  enter  the 
Lifts  upon  all  Occafion^,  and  the  unexpe&ed 
Obje<ftions  and  Replies  of  his  adverfe  Party, 
juftle  him  out  of  his  Courfe,  and  put  him  upon 
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the  Inftant,  to  pump  for  new  and  extempore  An- 
fwers  and  Defences.  Yet,  at  the  Interview  be- 
twixt Pope  Clement  and  King  Francis  at  MarceiHes , 
it  hapned  quite  contrary,  that  Monfieur  Poyet , a 
Man  bred  up  all  his  Life  at  the  Bar,  and  in  the 
higheft  Repute  for  Eloquence,  having  the 
Charge  of  making  the  Harangue  to  the  Pope 
commited  to  him,  and  having  lo  long  meditated 
on  it  before-hand,  as  (it  was  laid)  to  have  brought 
it  ready  along  with  him  from  Parts;  the  very 
day  it  was  to  have  been  pronounc’d,  the  Pope, 
fearing  fome  thing  might  be  faid  that  might 
give  Offence  to  the  other  Princes  Ambaffadors 
who  were  there  attending  on  him,  fent  to  ac- 
quaint the  King  with  the  Argument  which  he 
conceiv’d  raoft  fuiting  to  the  Time  and  Place, 
but  by  chance  quite  another  thing  to  that  Mon- 
fieur  Je  Poyet  had  taken  fo  much  Pains  about : So 
that  the  fine  Speech  he  had  prepared,  was  of  no 
ufe,  and  he  was  upon  the  Inftant  to  contrive 
another  ,•  which  finding  himfelf  unable  to  do. 
Cardinal  Bellay  was  conftrain’d  to  perform  that 
Office.  The  Pleader’s  Part  is,  doubtlefs,  much 
harder  than  that  of  the  Preacher ; and  yet, 
in  my  Opinion  we  fee  more  paftable  Lawyers 
than  Preachers.  It  ftiould  feem  that  the  nature 
of  Wit  is,  to  have  its  operation  prompt  and  hid- 
den, and  that  of  Judgment,  to  have  it  more 
deliberate,  and  more  flow:  But  he  who  remains 
totally  filent  for  want  of  leifure  to  prepare  him- 
felf to  fpeak  well,  and  he  alfo  whom  leifure 
does  no  ways  benefit  to  better  fpeaking,  are 
equally  unhappy.  ’Tis  faid  of  Severus , that  he 
fpoke  beft  extempore , that  he  flood  more  oblig’d 
to  Fortune,  than  his  own  Diligence,  that  it  was 
an  advantage  to  him  to  be  interrupted  in  fpeak- 
ing, and  that  his  Adverfaries  were  afraid  to 
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nettle  him,  left  his  Anger  Ihould  redouble  his 
Eloquence.  I know  experimentally,  a Difpofrti- 
on  fo  impatient  of  a tedious  and  elaborate  Pre- 
meditation, that  if  it  do  not  go  frankly  and  gaily 
to  work,  can  perform  nothing  to  purpofe.  We 
fay  of  fome  Compofitions,  that  they  ftink  of  Oyl, 
and  fmell  of  the  Lamp,  by  reafon  of  a certain 
rough  harfhnefs  that  the  laborious  handling  im- 
prints upon  thofe  where  great  Force  has  been 
employ’d  : But  befides  this,  the  follicitude  of  do- 
ing well,  and  a certain  ftriving  and  contending 
of  a mind  too  far  ftrain’d,  and  over-bent  upon 
its  Undertaking,  breaks,  and  hinders  it  felf,  like 
Water,  that  by  force  of  its  own  preffing  violence 
and  abundance,  cannot  find  a ready  iflue  through 
the  neck  of  a Bottle,  or  a narrow  Sluce.  In  this 
condition  of  Nature,  of  which  I was  now  [peak- 
ing, there  is  this  alfo,  that  it  would  not  be  dit- 
order’d,  and  {Emulated  with  fuch  a Paffion  as 
the  Fury  of  Cofm;  for  fuch  a Motion  would  be 
too  violent  and  rude:  It  would  not  be  juft- 
led,  but  follicited,  and  would  berouzd  and 
heated  by  unexpected,  fudden,  and  accidental 
Occafions.  If  it  be  left  to  it  felf,  it  flags  and  la n- 
euifhes.  Agitation  only  gives  it  grace  and  vi- 
gour. I am  always  worft  in  my  own  pouemon, 
and  when  wholly  at  my  own  difpofe.  Accident 
has  more  title  to  any  thing  that  comes  from  me, 
than  I : Occafion,  Company,  and  even  the  very 
rifing  and  falling  of  my  own  Voice,  extrad  more 
from  my  Fancy,  than  lean  find  when  I examine 
aTemploy  itbymy  felf;  by  which  means,  she 
things  I fay  are  better  than  thofe  I write,  if 
ei  her  were  to  be  preferr’d  where  neither  are 
worth  any  thing.  This  alfo  befalls  me,  that  I 
am  at  a lols,  when  I feek,  and  light  upon  things 

more  by  chance,  than  by  any  inquifmon  of  my 
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own  Judgment.  I perhaps  fometimes  hit  upon 
fomething  when  I write  that  feems  queint  and 
fpritely  to  me,  but  will  appear  dull  and  heavy 
to  another.  But  let  us  leave  this  Subjed.  Every 
one  talks  thus  of  himfelf  according  to  his  Talent. 
For  my  part,  I am  already  fo  loft  in  it,  that  I 
know  not  what  I was  about  to  fay,  and  in  fuch 
cafes,  a ttranger  often  finds  it  out  before  me.  If 
I fliould  always  carry  my  Razor  about  me,  to 
ufe  fo  oft  as  this  inconvenience  befalls  me,  I 
Ihould  make  clean  work ; But  fome  Occurrence 
or  other,  may  at  fome  other  time,  lay  it  as  vifi- 
hle  to  me  as  the  Light,  and  make  me  wonder 
what  I Ihould  ftick  at. 


CHAP.  XI. 

Of  Prognoji /cations. 

FOR  what  concerns  Oracles,  it  is  certain,  that 
a good  while  before  the  coming  of  our  Sa- 
viour Chrifly  they  began  to  lole  their  Credit; 
for  we  fee  that  Cicero  is  troubled  to  find  out  the 
Je  Dj  caufe  of  their  decay,  in  thefe  words;  Cur  ifio 
vin.  1.  2. ' moel°  iam  Oracula  Delpbis  eduntur , non  modo  no  fir  a 
estate , fed  jam  ditty  ut  nihil  pojjit  ejje  contemptius  ; 

What  fhould  be  the  reafon  that  the  Oracles  at 
Delphos  are  fo  utter’d,  not  only  in  thisAge  of  ours, 
but  moreover  a great  while  ago,  chat  nothing 
can  be  more  contemptible  ? But  as  to  the  other 
Prognofticks,  calculated  from  the  Anatomy  of 
Beafts  at  Sacrifices,  (which  Plato  does  in  part 
attribute  to  the  natural  Conftitution  of  the  In- 
teftines  of  the  Beafts  themfelves)  the  fcraping  of 
C:c  * ^‘Poultry,  the  flights  of  Birds : Aves  quafdam  rerum 
I.  i.  augurandarum  cauja  natas  ejje  putamus  : We  think 
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fome  forts  of  Birds  to  be  purpofely  created  upon 
the  account  of  Augury,  Claps  of  Thunder,  the 
winding  of  Rivers,  Malta  cemunt  Aruf pices,  malta  md. 
Augures  provident,  malta  Oraculis  dtclarantur , malta 
Vaticinationibus,  malta  Somniis , mult  a Portent  is, 
Soothfayers  and  Augurs  conjecture  and  forefee 
many  things,  and  many  things  are  foretold  in 
Oracles,  Prophecies,  Dreams  and  Portents ; and 
others  of  the  like  Nature,  upon  which  Antiquity 
founded  moft  of  their  Publick  and  Private  Enter- 
prizes,  Chriftian  Religion  has  totally  abolilh’d. 

And  although  there  yet  remain  amongft  us  fome 
Practices  of  Divination  from  the  Stars,  from  Spi- 
rits, from  the  Shapes  and  Complexions  of  Men, 
from  Dreams  and  the  like,  (a  notable  Example 
of  the  wild  curiofity  of  our  Nature  to  grafp  at 
and  anticipate  future  things,  as  if  we  had  not 
enough  to  do  to  digeft  the  prefent). 

- ■ — cur  banc  tibi , reel  or  Olympi , 

Solicit  is  vifum  mortalibus  addere  cur  am,  Lucan,  l.  1. 

Nofcant  venturas  at  dir  a per  omnia  clades  ? 

Sit  fubitum  quodcunque  paras,  fit  c*ca  faturi 
Mens  bominum  fati , liceat  fperare  timenti. 

Why,  thou  great  Ruler  of  Olympus , why 
Haft  thou  to  timorous  Mortality 
Added  this  Care,  that  Men  fhould  be  fo  wife 
To  know,  by  Omens , future  Miferies  ? 

Free  us  from  this  unneceffary  care. 

Unlook’d  for  fend  the  Ills  thou  doft  prepare  ; 

Let  humane  Minds  to  future  things  be  blind. 

That  Hope,  amidft  our  Fears,  fome  place  may 

*.  (find 

♦ 

(Ne  utile  quidem  tfi  feire  quid  futarum  fit:  Mi - 
[erum  e(l  enim, nihil  proficientem , angi : It  is  not  in- 
deed convenient  to  know  what  lhall  come  to  pafs ; 
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for  it  is  a miferable  thing  to  be  vex’d  and  tor- 
mented  to  no  purpofe.)  Yet  are  they  of  much 
lefs  Authority  now  than  heretofore.  Which 
makes  the  Example  of  France  Marquifs  of  Salux,- 
zo,  fo  much  more  remarkable ; who  being  Lieu- 
tenant to  King  Francis  the  Firft,  in  his  Army 
beyond  the  Mountains,  infinitely  favour’d  and 
efteem’d  in  our  Court,  and  oblig’d  to  the  King’s 
Bounty  for  the  Marquifate  it  felf,  which  had 
been  forfeited  by  his  Brother ; and  as  to  the 
reft,  having  no  manner  of  Provocation  given 
him  to  do  it,  and  even  his  own  Affe&ion  op- 
pofing  any  fuch  Diftoyalty;  fuffer’d  himfelf  to 
be  fo  terrified  (as  it  was  confidently  reported) 
with  the  finePrognofticks  that  were  fpread  abroad 
in  favour  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  and 
to  our  Difad  vantage,  (efpecially  in  Italy , where 
thefe  foolifh  Prophecies  were  fo  far  believ’d,  that 
great  Sums  of  Money  were  laid,  and  others  ven- 
tur’d out  upon  return  of  greater  when  they  came 
to  pafs,  fo  certain  they  made  themfelves  of  our 
Ruine)  that  having  bewail’d  to  thofe  of  his  Ac- 
quaintance who  were  moll  intimate  with  him, 
the  xMifchiefs  that  he  faw  would  inevitably  fall 
upon  the  Crown  of  France , and  the  Friends  he 
had  in  that  Court,  he  unhandfomly  revolted,  and 
turn’d  to  the  other  fide  • but  to  his  own  Misfor- 
tune neverthelefs,  what  Conftellation  foever 
govern’d  at  that  time.  But  he  carried  himfelf 
in  this  Affair  like  a Man  agitated  with  divers 
Paffions ; for  having  bothTowns  and  Forces  in  his 
hands,  the  Enemy’s  Army  under  Antonio  de  Leva. 
clofe  by  him,  and  we  not  at  all  fufpe&ing  his 
Defign,  it  had  been  in  his  Power  to  have  done 
more  than  he  did;  for  we  loft  no  Men  by  this 
Infidelity  of  his,  nor  any  Town,  but  Fojfan  on- 
• • ' 

* 
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ly,  and  that  after  a long  Siege,  and  a brave  De- 
fence. 

Prudens  futuri  temporis  exitum  Her.  /.  3. 

Caliginofa  noble  premit  De:ts : Od.  19. 

Ridetque  fi  mortalis  ultra 
Fas  trepidat. 

Th5  Eternal  Mover  has  in  Shades  of  Night 
Future  Events  conceal’d  from  humane  fight. 

And  laughs  when  he  does  fee  the  timorous  Afs 
Tremble  at  what  lhall  never  come  to  pafs. 

1 • • 

• ■ ille  potens  fui  lb  Ode  19. 

Latufque  deget , cut  licet , in  diem 
Dixijje , vixi : Cras  1 >el  atra 
Nube  Polum  pater  occupatoy 

Vcl [ole  puro.  .'*'?'  • * “ ' ' , 

J . '.*»!  .*» 

He  free  and  merrily  may  live,  can  fay. 

As  the  day  palfes  I have  liv’d  to  day  ^ 

And  for  to  morrow  little  does  take  Care, 

Let  the  World’s  Ruler  make  it  foul  or  fair. 

id  1. 1. 

Latus  in  pr a fens  animus ,'  quod  ultra  eft  ode  1 6. 

Oderit  curare  : 

A Mind  that’s  chearful  in  its  prefent  State, 

To  think  of  any  thing  beyond  will  hate. 

And  thofe  who  take  this  Sentence  in  a contrary 
Senfe,  interpret  it  amils.  Ifia  ftc  red  procan  tur,  utdc.  de  Di - 
fi  Di'uinatio  fit,  Dii  fint , (fi  fi  Dii  ( int , fit  Diz’ina-  Vt,/‘  ^ 2* 
tio.  Thefe  things  have  that  mutual  Relation  to 
one  another,  that  if  there  be  fuch  a thing  as 
Divination,  there  muft  be  Deities,*  and  if  Deities, 
Divination.  Much  more  wifely  Pacuvius ; 

Nam  ifiis  qui  linguam  avium  intelligunt , jj  tx  pa. 

Plufq;  ex  alieno  jecore  Japiunt,  quam  ex  fuo,  cuvit> 

Magis  audiendum , quam  aufcultandum  cenfeo. 
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Who  the  Birds  Language  underftand,  and  who 
More  from  Brutes  Livers  than  their  own  do 

(know. 

Are  rather  to  be  heard  than  hearkened  to. 

The  fo  celebrated  Art  of  Divination  amongfl 
the Tufcavs,  took  its  Beginning  thus:  A Labourer 
ftriking  deep  with  his  Coulter  into  the  Earth, 
, . . law  the  Demy-God  *Tages  to  afcend  with  an 

dixlre^Tj  lofamile  Afpeft  , but  endued  wirh  a mature 
gimy  4jui  and  Senile  Wifdom.  Upon  the  Rumour  of 
primes  He-  which  all  the  People  ran  to  fee  the  fight,  by 
trujcam  whom  his  Words  and  Science,  containing  the 
f(nt cm  ca-  Principles  and  means  to  attain  to  this  Art,  were 
recorded,  and  kept  for  many  Ages.  A Birth 
futures,  fuitable  to  its  Progrefs ! I for  my  part  fhould 
Ovid. Me-  pooner  regulate  my  Affairs  by  the  chance  of  a 
ra'  ‘ ,5’  Dy,  than  by  fuch  idle  and  vain  Dreams.  And 
indeed,  in  all  Republicks,  a good  fhare  of  the 
Government  has  eVer  been  referr’d  to  chance. 
Vlato , in  the  civil  Regiment  that  he  models  ac- 
cording to  his  own  Fancy,  leaves  the  Decifion 
of  feveral  things  of  very  great  Importance 
wholly  to  it,  and  will,  amongft  other  things, 
that  fuch  Marriages  as  he  reputes  legitimate  and 
good,  be  appointed  by  Lot,  and  attributing  fo 
great  Vertue,  and  adding  lb  great  a Privilege 
to  this  accidental  choice,  as  to  ordain  the  Chil- 
dren begot  in  fuch  Wedlock  to  be  brought  up 
in  the  Country,  and  thofc  begot  in  any  other 
to  be  chruft  out  as  fpurious  and  bafe  j yet  fo, 
that  if  any  of  thofe  Exils,  notwithftanding,  fhould 
perad venture in  growing  up  give  any  early  hopes 
of  future  Vertue,  they  were  in  a Capacity  of  be- 
ing recall’d,  as  thofe  alfo  who  had  been  retain’d, 
were  of  being  exil’d  in  cafe  they  gave  little  Ex- 
pedtion  of  them! elves  in  their  greener  Years.  I 
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fee  fome  who  afe  mightily  given  to  Study,  pore 
and  comment  upon  their  Almanacks,  and  pro- 
duce them  for  Authority  when  any  thing  has 
fallen  out  patt : Though  it  is  hardly  poffible, 
but  that  thefeWell-wifhers  to  the  Marhematicks, 
in  faying  fo  much,  mud  fometimes  Rumble 
upon  fome  Truth  amongft  an  infinite  Number 
of  Lyes,  jf [uis  eft  enim  cyui  totum  diem  jaculans  Adytum 
non  al'upuando  conlineet?  For  who  {hoots  all  day  at  ^ Dl 
Buts  that  does  not  fometimes  hit  the  White  ? vtn' 

I think  never  the  better  of  them  for  fome  ac- 
cidental Hits.  There  would  be  more  certainty 
in  it,  if  there  were  a Rule  and  a Truth  of  al- 
ways lying.  Befides,  no  Body  records  their  Flim- 
flams and  falfe  Prognofticks,  forafmuch  as  they 
are  infinite  and  common ; but  if  they  chop 
upon  one  Truth,  that  carries  a mighty  Report, 
as  being  rare,  incredible,  and  prodigious.  So 
Diogenes,  furnam’d  the  Atheift , anfwer'd  him  in 
Samotbrace,  who  {hewing  him  in  the  Temple 
the  feveral  Offerings  and  Stories,  in  Painting, 
of  thofe  who  had  efcap’d  Shipwrackj  faid  to 
him.  Look  you  (faith  he)  you  who  think  the  Gods 
have  no  care  of  humane  things,  what  do  you  fay  by 
fo  many  Verfovs  preserv’d  from  Death  by  their  efpe- 
cial  Favour  ? Why,  I fay,  (anfwer’d  he)  that  their 
Viclures  are  not  here  who  were  caft  away,  which  were 
by  much  the  greater  number.  Cicero  obferves,  that 
of  all  the  Philofophers  who  have  acknowledge  a 
Deity,  Xenophanes  only  has  endeavour’d  to  eradi- 
cate all  manner  of  Divination : Which  makes 
it  the  Iefs  a Wonder,  if  we  have  fometimes  feen 
fome  of  our  Princes,  to  their  own  coft,  relie 
too  much  upon  thefe  Fopperies.  I wilh  I had 
given  any  thing,  that  I had  with  my  own  Eyes 
feen  thole  two  great  Rareties,  the  Book  of  Joa- 
chim the  Cal  a br  last  Abbot,  which  foretold  all  the 

F 4 future 


Digitized  by  Google 


58 


Montaigne’*  Bffays. 


Book  I. 


future  Popes,  their  Names  and  Figures ; and 
that  of  the  Emperor  Leo,  which  prophefied  of 
all  the  Emperors  and  Patriarchs  of  Greece.  This 
I have  been  an  Eye-witnefs  of,  that  in  pub- 
lick  Gonfufions,  Men  aftonilh’d  at  their  For- 
tune, have  abandon’d  their  own  Reafon  fuper- 
ftitioufly  to  feek  out  in  the  Stars  the  ancient 
Caufes  and  Menaces  of  their  prefent  Mifhaps, 
and  in  my  time  have  been  fo  ftrangely  fuccefsful 
in  it,  as  to  make  Men  believe,  that  this  Study, 
being  proper  to  fix  and  fettle  piercing  and  vola- 
tile Wits,  thole  who  have  been  any  thing  vers’d 
in  this  knack  of  unfolding  and  untying  Riddles, 
are  capable  in  any  fort,  of  Writing,  to  find  out 
what  they  defire.  But  above  all,  that  which 
gives  them  the  greateft  Room  to  play  in,  is  the 
obfcure,  ambiguous,  and  fantaftick  Gibberilh  of 
their  prophetick  Canting,  where  their  Authors 
deliver  nothing  of  clear  benfe,  but  fhroud  all  in 
Riddle,  to  the  end  that  Pollerity  may  interpret 
and  apply  it  according  to  their  own  Fancy.  So- 
crates his  Damon,  or  Familiar,  might  perhaps  be 
no  other  but  a certain  Impulfion  of  the  will, 
which  obtruded  it  felf  upon  him  without  the  ad- 
vice or  confent  of  his  Judgment ; and  in  a Soul 
fo  enlightned  as  his  was,  and  fo  prepar’d  by  a 
continual  exercife  of  Wifdom  and  Virtue,  ’tis  to 
be  fuppos’d,  thofe  Inclinations  of  his,  though  fud- 
den  and  undigefted,  were  ever  very  important, 
and  worthy  to  be  follow’d.Every  one  finds  in  him- 
felffome  Image  offuch  Agitations,  of  a prompt, 
vehement,  and  fortuitous  Opinion.  ’TisI  that  am 
to  allow  them  feme  Authority,  who  attribute  fb 
little  to  our  own  Prudence,  and  who  alfo  my 
lelf  have  had  fome,  weak  in  Reafon,  but  violent 
in  Perfualion  and  Dilfuafion,  (which  were  rnoft 
frequent  with  4 cerates)  by  which  1 have  fufifer  d 
..  my 
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my  (elf  to  be  carried  away  fo  fortunately,  and 
fo  much  to  my  own  Advantage,  that  they  might 
have  been  judg’d  to  have  had  fomething  in  them 
of  a Divine  Infpiration. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Of  Conftancy. 

THE  Law  of  Refolation  and  Conftancy  does 
not  imply  that  we  ought  not,  as  much  as 
in  us  lies,  to  decline,  and  to  fecure  our  felves 
from  the  Mifchiefs  and  Inconveniences  that 
threaten  us  ,•  nor  confequently,  that  we  (hall 
not  fear  left  they  fhould  furprize  us : On  the 
contrary,  all  decent  and  honeft  ways  and  means 
of  fecuring  our  felves  from  Harms,  are  not  only 
permitted,  but  moreover  commendable,  and  the 
Bufinefs  of  Conftancy  chiefly  is,  bravely  to  ftand 
to,  and  ftoutly  to  luffer  thofe  Inconveniences 
which  are  not  otherwife  poffibly  to  be  avoided. 
There  is  no  motion  of  Body,  nor  any  guard  in 
the  handling  of  Arms,  how  irregular  or  ungrace- 
ful foever,  that  we  diflike  or  condemn,  if  they 
ferve  to  deceive  or  to  defend  the  Blow  that  is 
made  againft  us ; infomuch,  that  feveral  very  4 
warlike  Nations  have  made  ufe  of  a retiring  and 
flying  way  of  Fight,  as  a thing  of  Angular  Ad- 
vantage, and  by  fo  doing  have  made  their  Backs 
more  dangerous  than  their  Faces  to  their  Enemies. 
Of  which  kind  of  Fighting,  the  Turks  yet  re- 
tain fomething  in  their  Pradice  of  Arms  to  this 
day ; and  Socrates  in  Plato,  laughs  at  Laches , who 
had  defin’d  Fortitude  to  be  a (landing  firm  in 
their  Ranks  againft  the  Enemy  : What  (fays  he) 
would  it  then  he  refuted  Cowardice  to  overcome  them 
hy  giving  Ground ? urging  at  the  fame  time  the 
< Authority 
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Authority  of  Homer,  who  commends  tsFveas  for 
his  Skill  in  running  away.  ' And  whereas  Laches , 
confidering  better  on’t,  juftifies  his  firft  Argu- 
ment upon  the  Practice  of  the  Scythians,  and  in 
general  all  Cavalry  whatever.  He  again  attacks 
him  with  the  Example  of  the  Lacedemonian  Foot, 
(a  Nation  of  all  other  the  moft  obftinate  in 
maintaining  their  Ground)  who  in  all  the  Battle 
of  Tlatea , not  being  able  to  break  into  the 
Terjum  Phalanx,  unbethought  themfelves  to  dif- 
perfe  and  retire,  that  by  the  Enemies  fuppofing 
they  fled,  they  might  break,  and  difunite  that 
waft  Body  of  Men  in  the  Purfuit,  and  by  that 
Stratagem  obtain’d  the  Viftory.  As  for  the 
Scythians,,  ,’tis  faid  of  them,  that  when  Darius 
went  his  Expedition  to  fubdue  them,  he  fent, 
by  an  Herald,  highly  to  reproach  their  K-ing, 
That  he  always  retir'd  before  him  and  declin’d  a Battle  • 
to  which  Indatbyrfez,  (for  that  was  his  Name)  re- 
turn’d Anfwer,  That  it  was  not  for  fear  of  him,  or 
of  any  Man  living,  that  he  did  fo,  but  that  it  was 
the  way  of  Marching  in  praBice  with  his  Nation,  who 
pad  neither  till'd  Fields , Cities , nor  Houfes  to  defend, 
or  to  fear  the  Enemy  [iso  u Id  make  any  Advantage  of: 
But  that  if  he  had  fuch  a Stomach  to  fight,  let  him  but 
■fome  to  view  their  ancient  place  of  Sepulture,  and 
there  he  fbou Id  have  his  Fill.  Nevertheiefs  as  to 
what  concerns  Cannot  Shot,  when  a Body  of 
Men  are  drawn  up  in  the  Face  of  a Train  of 
Artillery,  as  the  Occafion  of  War  does  often  re- 
qiure,  ’cis  unhandome  to  quit  their  Poft  to  avoid 
the  Danger,  and  a foolifh  thing  to  boot,  foraf- 
much  as  by  reafon  of  its  Violence  and  Swiftnefs 
we  account  it  inevitable,  and  many  a one,  by 
ducking,  fteping  afide,  and  fuch  other  motions 
of  Fear,  has  been  fufficiently  laugh’d  at  by  his 
Companions.  And  yet  in  the  Expedition  that 
, the 
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the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  made  into  Pra- 
vence,  the  Marquifs  de  Gua/l  going  to  difcover 
the  City  of  Arles , and  venturing  to  advance  out 
of  the  Blind  of  a Wind* mill,  under  favour  of 
which  he  had  mads  his  Approach,  was  perceiv’d 
by  the  Seigneurs  de  Bonntrval  and  the  Smefcball  of 
Agenois,  who  were  walking  upon  the  Theatre  A Theatre 
Aux  arenes ; who  having  (hew’d  him  to  the  Sieur  wh"e 
dt  VtUiersy  Commiflary  of  the  Artillery,  he  tra-  0f 
vers’d  a Culverine  fo  admirable  well,  and  levell’d  Riding, 
it  fo  exa&ly  right  againft  him,  that  had  not  the  fencing, 
Marquifs,  feeing  Fire  given  to  it,  flip’d  afide,  it  ^L-b^er.e 
was  certainly  concluded,  the  Shot  had  taken ex  ‘ lted' 
him  full  in  the  Body.  And  in  like  manner,  fome 
Years  before,  Lorenzo  de  Medici , Duke  of  JJr bin , 
and  Father  to  the  Queen-Mother  of  Francet 
laying  Siege  to  Mondolyho , a Place  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Vicariat  in  Italy , feeing  the  Can- 
noneer give  Fire  to  a Piece  that  pointed  di- 
reftly  againft  him,  it  was  well  for  him  that  he 
duck’d,  for  otherwife,  the  Shot,  that  only  ras’d 
the  top  of  his  Head,  had  doubtlefs  hit  him  full 
in  the  Breaft.  To  fay  truth,  I do  not  think  that 
thefe  Evafions  are  perform’d  upon  the  account 
of  Judgment;  for  how  is  any  Man  living  able 
to  Judge  of  high  or  low  Aim  on  fo  fudden  an 
Occafion?  And  it  is  much  more  eafie  to  believe,; 
that  Fortune  favour’d  their  Apprehenfion,  and 
that  it  might  be  a means  at  another  time,  as  welt 
to  make  them  ftep  into  the  danger,  as  to  teach 
them  to  avoid  it.  For  my  own  part  I confefs, 

I cannot  forbear  ftarring  when  the  Rattle  of  a 
Harquebuze  thunders  in  sny  Ears  on  a fudden, 
and  in  a place  where  I am  not  to  exped  it,  which 
I have  alfo  obferv’d  in  others,  braver  Fellows 
than  1;  neither  do  the  Stoicks  pretend,  that  the 
Soul  of  (heir  Philofopher  (hould  be  proof  againft 
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the  firft  Vifions  and  Fantafies  that  furprize  him  ; 
but  as  a natural  Subject,  confent  that  he  Ihould 
tremble  at  the  terrible  noife  of  Thunder,  or  the 
fudden  clatter  of  fome  falling  Ruine,  and  be  af- 
frighted even  to  Palenefs  and  Convulfion.  And 
fo  in  other  Paflions,  provided  a Man's  Judgment 
remain  found  and  intire,  and  that  the  Site  of 
his  Reafon  fuffers  no  Concuffion  nor  Alteration, 
and  that  he  yields  no  confent  to  his  Fright  and 
Difcompofure.  To  him  who  is  not  a Philofo- 
pher,  a Fright  is  the  fame  in  the  firft  part  of  it, 
but  quite  another  thing  in  the  fecond ; for  the 
Impreflion  of  Paflions  does  not  remain  only' 
Superficially  in  him,  but  penetrates  further,  e- 
ven  to  the  very  Seat  of  Reafon,  and  fo  as  to  in- 
fed  and  to  corrupt  it.  He  judges  according  to 
his  Fear,  and  conforms  his  Behaviour  to  it.  But 
in  this  Verfe  you  may  fee  the  true  State  of  the 

wife  Stoick  learnedly  and  plainly  exprefs’d : 

% * 

y»rg,  JEn.  Mens  immota  manet,  lacrym#  volvuntur  inanes. 

The  Eye,  perhaps,  frail,  fruitlefs  fhowers  rains, 
Whilft  yet  the  Mind  firm  and  unfhook  remains. 

The  wife  Peripatetick  is  not  himfelf  totally 
free  from  Perturbations  of  Mind,  but  he  mo- 
derates them  by  his  Wifdom. 

_ / 


CHAP.  XIII. 

The  Ceremony  of  the  Interview  of  Princes. 

• i 

THere  is  no  Subjed  fo  frivolous,  that  does 
not  merit  a Place  in  this  Rhapfody.  Ac- 
cording to  the  common  Rule  of  Civility,  it 

would 
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would  be  a kind  of  an  Affront  to  an  Equal,  and 
much  more  to  a Superiour,  to  fail  of  being  at 
home,  when  he  has  given  you  notice  he  will 
come  to  vifit  you.  Nay,  Queen  Margaret  of 
Navarre  further  adds,  that  it  would  be  a Rude- 
nefs  in  a Gentleman  to  go  out  to  meet  any  that 
is  coming  to  fee  him,  let  him  be  of  what  con- 
dition foever ; and  that  it  is  more  refpe&ive, 
and  more  civilto  flay  at  home  to  receive  him,  if 
only  upon  the  account  of  miffing  of  him  by 
the  way,  and  that  it  is  enough  to  receive  him  at 
the  Door,  and  to  wait  upon  him  to  his  Cham- 
ber. For  my  part,  who  as  much  as  I can  endea- 
vour to  reduce  the  Ceremonies  of  my  Houle,  I 
very  often  forget  both  the  one  and  the  other  of 
thefe  vain  Offices,  and  peradventure  fome  one 
may  take  Offence  at  it ; if  he  do,  lam  forry,  but 
I cannot  find  in  my  heart  to  help  it ; it  is  much 
better  to  offend  him  once,  than  my  felf  every  , 
day,  for  it  would  be  a perpetual  Slavery  ,•  and 
to  what  end  do  we  avoid  the  fervile  attendance 
of  Courts,  if  we  bring  the  fame,  or  a greater 
trouble,  home  to  our  own  private  Houles  ? It 
is  alfo  a common  Rule  in  all  Affemblies,  that 
thofe  of  lefs  quality  are  to  be  firft  upon  the 
Place,by  reafon  that  it  is  a State  more  due  to  the 
better  Sort  to  make  others  wait  and  expedt  them. 
Neverthelefs,  at  the  Interview  betwixt  PopeC/e- 
ment  and  King  Francis  at  Marfeilles , the  King, 
after  he  had  in  his  own  Perfon  taken  order  in 
the  neceffary  Preparations  for  his  Reception  and 
Entertainment,  withdrew  out  of  the  Town,  and 
gave  the  Pope  two  or  three  days  refpite  for  his 
Entry,' and  wherein  to  repofe  and  refreffi  him- 
felf  before  he  came  to  him.  And  in  like  man- 
ner, at  the  Affignation  of  the  Pope  and  the  Em- 
perour  at  Bolognia , the  Emperor  gave  the  Pope 
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leave  to  come  thither  firft,  and  came  himfelf  af- 
ter ; for  which,  the  reafon  then  given  was  this ; 
that  at  all  the  Interviews  of  fuch  Princes,  the 
greater  ought  to  be  firft  at  the  appointed  Place, 
efpecially  before  the  other,  in  whofe  Territories 
the  Interview  is  appointed  to  be,  intimating 
thereby  a kind  of  deference  to  the  other,  it  ap- 
pearing proper  for  the  lefs  to  fee k out,  and  to 
' apply  themfelves  to  the  greater,  and  not  the 
greater  to  them.  Not  every  Country  only,  but 
every  City,  and  fo  much  as  every  Society,  have 
their  particular  Forms  of  Civility.  There  was 
care  enough  taken  in  my  Education,  and  I have 
liv’d  in  good  Company  enough  to  know  the  For- 
malities of  our  own  Nation,  and  am  able  to  give 
Leflfon  in  it;  I love  alfo  to  follow  them,  but  not 
to  be  fo  fervilely  tyed  to  their  obfervation,  that 
my  whole  Life  fhould  be  enflav’d  to  Ceremony  • 
of  which  there  are  fome,  that  provided  a Man 
omits  them  out  of  Difcretion,  and  not  for  want 
of  breeding,  it  will  be  every  whit  as  handfom. 
I have  feen  fome  People  rude,  by  being  over- 
civil,  and  troublefome  in  their  Courtefy : tho’ 
thefe  Exceffes  excepted,  the  knowledge  of  Cur- 
tefy  and  good  Manners  is  a very  neceffary  Stu- 
dy. It  is,  like  Grace  and  Beauty,  that  which 
begets  liking  and  an  inclination  to  love  one  ano- 
ther at  the  firft  fight,  and  in  the  beginning  of  an 
Acquaintance  and  Familiarity  ,•  and  confequent- 
ly,  that  which  firft  opens  the  Door,  and  intro- 
mits us  to  better  our  lelves  by  the  Example  of  o- 
thers,  if  there  be  any  thing  in  the  Society  worth 
taking  notice  of. 

i ♦ *> 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

• J ' i 

That  Men  are  jufily  punifh'd  for  leittg  ohflinate 
in  the  Defence  of  a Fort  that  is  not  in  reafon 
to  le  defended. 

VAlour  has  its  bounds,  as  well  as  other  Ver- 
tues,  which  once  tranferefs’d,  the  next 
ftep  is  into  the  Territories  of  Vice,  fo  that  by 
having  too  large  a Proportion  of  this  Heroick 
Vertue,  unlefs  a Man  be  very  perfeft  in  its  li- 
mits, which  upon  the  Confines  are  very  hard  to 
difcern,  he  may  very  cafily  unawares  run  into 
Temerity,  Obftinacy,  and  Folly.  From  this 
confideration  it  is,  that  we  have  deriv'd  the  Cu- 
ftom  in  times  of  War,  to  punilh  even  with  Death 
thofe  who  are  obftinate  to  defend  a Place  that  is 
not  tenible  by  the  Rules  of  War.  In  which  cafe, 
if  there  were  not  feme  Examples  made.  Men 
would  be  fo  confident  upon  the  hopes  of  Impu- 
nity, that  not  a Hen-rooft  but  wou’d  refift,  and 
flop  a Royal  Army.  The  Conftable  Monfieur  de 
Montmorency , having  at  the  Siege  of  Pavie  been 
order’d  to  pafs  the  Teftney  and  to  take  up  his  Quar- 
ters in  the  Fauxburg  St.  Antonie , being  hindred  fo 
to  do  by  a Tower  that  was  at  the  end  of  the 
Bridge,  which  was  fo  impudent  as  to  endure  a 
Battery,  hang’d  every  Man  he  found  within  it 
for  their  labour.  And  again  fince,  accompany- 
ing the  Daupbine  in  his  Expedition  beyond  the 
Alpes,  and  taking  the  Caflle  of  Villane  by  Affault, 
and  all  within  it  being  put  to  the  Sword,  the  Go- 
vernour  and  his  Enfign  only  excepted,  he  caus’d 
them  both  to  be  truls’d  up  for  the  fame  reafon  ; 
as  alfo  did  Captain  Martin  dn  Bellay , then  Gover- 
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nour  of  Turin,  the  Governour  of  St.  Bony,  in  the 
fame  Country,  all  his  People  being  cut  in  pieces 
at  the  taking  of  the  Place.  But  forafmuch  as  the 
Strength  or  Weaknefs  of  a Fortrefs  is  always 
meafur’d  by  the  Eftimate  and  Counterpoife  of 
the  Forces  that  attack  it  (for  a Man  might  reafo- 
nably  enough  defpife  two  Culverines,  that  would 
be  a Mad-man  to  abide  a Battery  of  thirty  pie- 
ces of  Canon)  where  alfo  the  greatnefs  of  the 
Prince  who  is  Mailer  of  the  Field,  his  Reputati- 
on, and  the  Refped  that  is  due  unto  him,  is  al- 
ways put  into  the  Balance ; ’tis  dangerous  to  af- 
front fuch  an  Enemy : And  befides,  by  compel- 
ling him  to  force  you,  you  poifefs  him  with  fo 
great  an  Opinion  of  himfelf  and  his  Power,  that 
thinking  it  unreafonable  any  place  ihould  dare 
to  ihut  their  Gates  againft  his  vidorious  Army, 
he  puts  all  to  the  Sword,  where  he  meets  with 
any  Oppofition,  whilft  his  Fortune  continues ; 
as  is  very  plain  in  the  . fierce  and  arrogant  Forms 
of  fummoning  Towns,  and  denouncing  War  : 
favouring  fo  much  of  Barbarian  Pride  and  In  fa- 
ience in  ufe  amongft  the  Oriental  Princes,  and 
which  their  Succeffors  to  this  day  do  yet  retain 
and  pradife.  And  even  in  that  remote  part  of 
the  World  where  the  Portuguefe  fubduedthe  Indi- 
ans, they  found  fame  States  where  it  was  an  uni- 
verfal  and  inviolable  Law  amongft  them,  that 
every  Enemy,  overcome  by  the  King  in  Perfan, 
or  by  his  Reprefentative  Lieutenant,  was  out  of 
Compofition  both  of  Ranfam  and  Mercy.  So 
that  above  all  things  a Man  Ihould  take  heed  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  a Judge  who  is  an  Ene- 
my and  Vidorious. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Of  the  Tunifhment  of  Cowardice. 

I Once  heard  of  a Prince,  and  a great  Cap- 
tain, having  a Narration  given  him  as  he  lat 
at  Table  of  the  proceeding  againft  Monfieur  de 
V trains,  who  was  fentenc’d  to  Death  for  having 
furrendred  Bullen  to  the  EngUJk , openly  main- 
tain’d, that  a Soldier  could  not  juftly  be  put  to 
Death  for  his  want  of  Courage.  And  in  truth, 
a Man  fhould  make  a great  Difference  betwixt 
Faults  that  merely  proceed  from  Infirmity,  and 
thofe  that  are  vifibly  the  Effeds  of  Treachery 
and  Malice  ,•  for  in  the  laft  they  wilfully  ad  a- 
gainft  the  Rules  of  Reafon  that  Nature  has  im- 
printed on  us ; whereas  in  the  former  it  feems  as 
if  we  might  produce  the  fame  Nature,  who  left 
us  in  fuch  a Rate  of  Imperfedion,  and  defed  of 
Courage  for  our  Juftification.  Infomuch,  that 
many  have  thought  we  are  not  juftly  queftio- 
nable  for  any  thing,  but  what  we  commit  a- 
gainft  the  Light  of  our  own  Confcience.  And 
it  is  partly  upon  this  Rule,  that  thofe  ground 
their  Opinion,  who  difapprove  of  Capital  and 
Sanguinary  Punifhments  infiided  upon  Hereticks 
and  Mifcreants;  and  theirs  alfo,  who  hold  that 
an  Advocate  or  a Judge  are  not  accountable  for 
having  ignorantly  fail’d  in  their  Adminiftration. 
But  as  to  Cowardice,  it  is  molt  certain,  that  the 
moft  ufual  way  of  chaftifing  that  is  by  Ignominy 
and  Difgrace  ; and  it  is  fuppos’d,  that  this  pra- 
dice  was  firft  brought  into  ufe  by  the  Legiflator 
Cberondas  • and  that  before  his  time  the  Laws  of 
Greece  punifh’d  thofe  with  Death  who  fled  from 
a Battel  j whereas  he  ordain’d  only  that  they 
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fbould  be  three  Days  expos’d  in  the  publick  Place 
drefs'd  in  Womens  Attire,  hoping  yet  for  fome 
Service  from  them,  having  awak’d  their  Cou- 
rage by  this  open  Shame ; Suffunder't  malts  bominis 
f tnguinem  ejuam  cjfundere , choofing  rather  to  bring 
the  Blood  into  their  Cheeks,  than  to  let  it  outpf 
their  Bodies.  It  appears  alfo,  that  the  Roman 
Laws  did  anciently  punifh  thofe  with  Death  who 
had  run  away : for  /Immianus  Marcellinus  (ays, 
that  the  Emperor  Julian  commanded  ten  of  his 
Soldiers,  who  had  turn’d  their  Backs  in  an  En- 
counter againft  the  Patthians3  to  be  firft  degra- 
ded, and  afterwards  put  to  Death,  according 
(fays  he)  to  the  ancient  Laws,  and  yet  elfe- where 
for  the  like  Offence,  he  only  condemns  others  to 
remain  amongft  the  Prifoners  under  the  Baggage 
/ Enfign.  The  Punifhment  the  People  of  Rome 
inflitfted  upon  thofe jwho  fled  from  the  Battel  of 
Canna,  and  thofe  who  run  away  with  Cneius  FuU 
was,  at  his  Defeat,  did  not  extend  to  Death. 
And  yet  methinks  Men  fhould  conflder  what  they 
do  in  fuch  Cafes,,  left  difgrace  Iho.uld  make  fuch 
Delinquents  dcfpej-aee,  and  notpnly  faint  Friends, 
but  implacable  and  mortal  Enemies.  Of  late 
Memory,  the  Seigneur  de  Fr.wget,  Lieutenant  to 
the  Marefchal  de  cWo/^w’s  Compariy,  having 
by  the  Marefchal  dt  Gbabanes  been  put  in  Gover- 
nour  of  Font  or  a bit  in  the  Place  of  Mcnfieur  de 
Lade,  and  having  furrender’d  jt  fo  th e Spaniard, 
he  was  for  that  condemn’d  to  be  degraded  from 
all  Nobility,  iand  both  him  (elf  and  his  Pofterity 
declar’d  ignoWe,  taxable,  and  for  ever  incapa»- 
ble  of  bearing  Arms  j which,  fevere  Sentence 
was  afterwards  accordingly  executed  at  Lions  : 
.and  fince  that  all  the  Gqnftemftn  vyho  were  in 
Gin'e  when  Count  Najfau  enter’d  b;tp  It,  under- 
went the  fame  PuniJhment,  as  feyerai, others 
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have  done  fincefor  the  like  Offence.  Nothwith- 
ftanding,  in  cafe  of  fuch  a manifeft  Ignorance 
or  Cowardice  as  exceeds  all  other  ordinary  Ex- 
ample, ’tis  but  reafon  to  take  it  for  a fufficient 
proof  of  Treachery  and  Malice,  and  for  fuch  it 
ought  to  be  cenfur’d  and  punilh  d._ 


CHAP.  XVI. 


A Proceeding  of  fome  Ambafadors. 

IObferve  in  all  my  Travels  this  Cuftom,  ever 
to  learn  fomething  from  the  Information  of 
thofe  with  whom  I confer  (which  is  the  belt 
School  of  all  other)  and  to  put  my  Company  up- 
on thofe  Subjects  they  are  the  beft  able  to  fpeak 
of : 


Bafti  al  nochiero  ragionar  de  venti , 

Al  bifolco  de  i Tori , & U fue  Pyagbe 
Conti’ l guerrier , conti’ l PafiorgH  armenti. 


A/iollo. 
Navi  t a dt 
ventit,  de 
tauris  nar- 


The  Seamen  beft  can  reafon  of  the  Winds,  Ememorat* 
Of  Oxen  none  fo  well  as  lab’ring  Hinds  y miles  vul. 
The  huffing  Soldier  beft  of  Wounds  and  Knocks,  ntrajafior 
And  gentler  Shepherds  of  their  harmlefs  Flocks.  Pro~ 


For  it  often  falls  out,  that,  on  the  contrary,  e- 
very  one  will  rather  choofe  to  be  prating  of  ano- 
ther Man  s Province  than  his  own,  thinking  it 
fo  much  new  Reputation  acquir’d ; witnefs  the 
Jeer  Arcbidamus  put  upon  Periander,  That  he  bad 
quitted  the  Glory  of  being  an  excellent  Phyfician  to  gain 
tbe  Refute  of  a very  bad  Poet.  And  do  but  obfervc 
how  large  and  ample  C<efar  is  to  make  us  under- 
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Hand  his  Invention  of  building  of  Bridges,  and 
. contriving  Engines  of  War,  and  how  fuccindfc 
and  referv  d in  Comparifon,  where, he  fpeaksof 
the  Offices  of  his  Profeffion,  his  own  Valour, 
and  military  Conduft.  His  Exploits  fufficiently 
prove  him  a great  Captain,  and  that  he  knew 
well  enough,  but  he  would  be  thought  a good 
Engineer  to  boot  ,■  a quality  fomethingrare,  and 
not  much  to  be  expe&ed  in  him.  The  elder  Di- 
onyfius  was  a very  great  Captain,  as  it  befitted 
his  Fortune  he  fhould  be ; but  he  took  very 
great  Tains  to  get  a particular  Reputation  by 
Poetry,  and  yet  he  was  never  cut  out  for  a Poet. 
A Gentleman  of  the  long  Robe  being  not  long 
fince  brought  to  fee  a Study  furnifh’d  with  all 
forts  of  Books,  both  of  his  own  and  all  other 
Faculties,  took  no  occafion  at  all  to  entertain 
himfelf  withanyofthem,but  fell  very  rudely  and 
impertinently  to  defcant  upon  a Barricado  plac’d 
before  the  Study-door,  a thing  that  a hundred 
Captains  and  common  Soldiers  fee  every  day 
without  taking  any  notice  or  offence. 

Opt  at  epbippia  bos  piger,  cptat  arare  cab  alius. 

The  lazy  Ox  would  Saddle  have  and  Bit, 

The  Steed  a Yoke,  neither  for  either  fit. 

• * * • » .1 

By  this  courfe  a Man  fhall  never  improve  him- 
felf, nor  arrive  at  any  Perfection  in  any  thing. 
He  mu (t  therefore  make  it  his  Bufinefs,  always 
to  put  the  Architedi,  the  Painter,  the  Statuary, 
as  alfo  every  Mechanick  Artizan,  upon  dif- 
courfe  of  their  own  Capacities.  And  to  this 
purpofe,  in  reading  Hiftories,  which  is  every 
Body’s  Subje&,  I ufe  to  confider  what  kind  of 
Men  are  the  Authors ; which,  if  Perfons  that 
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profefs  nothing  but  mere  Learning,  I in  and  from 
them  principally  obferve  and  learn  the  Stile  and 
Language,*  If  Phyficians,  I upon  that  account 
the  rather  incline  to  credit  what  they  report  of 
the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  of  the  Health  and 
Complexions  of  Princes,  of  Wounds,  and  Difea- 
fes;  if  Lawyers,  we  are  from  them  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  Contrcverfies  of  Right  and  Title,  the 
Eftabliflunent  of  Laws  and  Civil  Governmentj 
and  the  like  ,*  if  Divines,  the  Affairs  of  the 
Church,  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  Marriages  and 
Difpenfations ; if  Courtiers,  Manners  and  Cere- 
monies ; if  Soldiers,  the  things  that  properly 
belong  to  their  Trade,  and  principally  the  Ac- 
counts of  fuch  A&ions  and  Enterprizes  wherein 
they  were  per fonally  engaged,*  and  ifAmbafia- 
dours,  we  are  to  obferve  their  Negotiations,  In- 
telligences, and  Practices,  and  the  Manner  how 
they  are  to  be  carried  on.  And  this  is  thereafon 
why  C which  perhaps  I (hould  have  lightly  pafs’d 
over  in  another)  I dwelt  upon  and  maturely  com- 
fider’d  one  Paffage  in  the  Hiftory  writ  by  Mon- 
fieur  de  Lange)1  ( a Man  of  very  great  Judgment 
in  things  of  that  Nature)  which  was,  after  ha- 
ving given  a Narrative  of  the  fine  Oration  Charles 
the  Fifth  had  made  in  the  Confiftory  at  Rome , 
and  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Bifhop  of  Mafcon  and 
Monfieur  de  Vellty  our  Ambaffadours  there, 
wherein  he  had  mixed  feveral  tart  and  injurious 
Expreflions  to  the  Difhonour  of  our  Nation  ; 
and  amongft  the  reft.  That  if  his  Captains  and 
Soldiers  were  not  Men  of  another  kind  of  Fidelity , Re- 
solution, and  Sufficiency  in  the  Knowledge  of  Arms , 
than  tbofe  of  the  King,  be  would  immediately  go  with 
a Rope  about  his  Neck,  and  fue  to  him  for  Mercy , (and 
it  fhould  feem  the  Emperour  had  really  this,  op 
q very  little  better  Opinion  ofour  military  Men, 

G j ’ '■  ‘ for 


Digitized  by  Google 


yz  Montaigne’*  EJfays.  Book  f. 

for  he  afterward,  twice  or  thrice  in  his  Life, 
faid  the  very  fame  thing)  as  alfo,  that  he  chal- 
lenged the  King  to  fight  him  in  his  Shirt 
with  Rapier  and  Poniard  in  a Boat  : the  faid 
Sieur  Je  Lange y purfuing  his  Hiftory,  adds,  that 
the  forename!  Ambaffadours,  fending  a Difpatch 
to  the  King  of  thefe  things,  conceal’d  the  great- 
eft  part,  and  particularly  the  two  laft  Paffages. 
At  which  I could  not  but  wonder,  that  it  ftiould 
be  in  the  Power  of  an  AmbafTadour  to  difpenfe 
with  an-y  thing  which  he  ought  to  fignifie  to  his 
Matter,  efpectally  of  fo  great  importance  as  this, 
coming  from  the  Mouth  of  fuch  a Perfon,  and 
fpoke  in  fo  great  an  Affembly,*  and  (hould  ra- 
ther conceive  it  had  been  the  Servant’s  Duty 
faithfully  to  have  reprefented  to  him  the  whole 
and  naked  Truth  as  it  paft,  to  the  end  that  the 
Liberty  of  difpofing,  judging  and  concluding, 
might  abfolutely  have  remain’d  in  him  : for  ei- 
ther to  conceal,  or  to  difguife  the  Truth  for  fear 
he  ftiould  take  it  otherwife  than  he  ought  to  do, 
and  left  it  ftiould  prompt  him  to  fome  extrava- 
gant Refolution,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  leave 
him  ignorant  of  his  Affairs,  ftiould  feem,  me- 
thinks,  rather  to  belong  to  him  who  is  to  give 
the  Law,  than  to  him  who  is  only  to  receive  it  • 
to  him  who  is  in  fupream  Command,  and  belt 
can  judge  of  his  own  Interefts,  and  not  to  him 
who  Ought  to  look  upon  hi mfelf  as  inferior  in 
Authority,  fo  alfo  in  Prudence  and  good  Coun- 
fel : but  let  it  be  how  it  will,  I for  my  part 
would  be  loth  to  be  fo  ferv’d  in'iny  little  Con- 
cerns. We  do  fo  willingly  flip  the  Collar  of 
Command  upon  any  Pretence  whatever,  and  are 
fo  ready  to  ufurp  upbn  Dominion,  and  every 
one  does  fo  naturally  afpire  to  Liberty  and  Pow- 

erj  that  no  Utility  whatever  deriv’d  from  the 
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Wit  or  Valour  of  thofe  he  does  employ,  ought 
to  be  fo  dear  tq  a Superiour,  as  a downright  and 
fincere  Obedience.  To  obey  more  upon  the 
Account  of  Underftanding  than  of  Subje&ion, 
is  to  corrupt  the  Office,  and  to  fubvert  the  Pow-. 
er  of  Command ; infomuch  that  P.  Craf'ns,  the 
fame  whom  the  Romans  reputed  five  times  happy, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  Conful  in  Afu,  having 
lent  to  a Greek  Engineer  to  caufe  the  greater  of 
two  Mafts  of  Ships  that  he  had  taken  notice  of 
at  Athens,  to  be  brought  to  him,  to  be  employ- 
ed about  fome  Engine  of  Battery  he  had  a de- 
fign  to  make,*  the  other  prefuming  upon  hi*-*' 
own  Science  and  Sufficiency  in  thofe  Affairs, 
thought  fit  to  do  otherwife  than  directed,  and 
to  bring  the  lefs;  which  alfo,  according  to  the 
Rules  of  Art,  was  really  more  proper  for  the 
ufe  to  which  it  wasdefign’d:  but  Crajjits,  though 
he  gave  ear  to  his  Reafon  with  great  Patience, 
would  not  however  take  them,  how  found  or 
convincing  foever,  for  current  Pay,  but  yet  re- 
mained fo  highly  offended  at  his  Difobedience, 
that  he  caus’d  him  to  be  Efficiently  whip’d  for 
his  Pains,  valuing  the  Intereft  of  Difcipline  much 
more  than  of  the  thing.  Notwithftanding,  we 
may  on  the  other  fide  confider,  that  fo  precife 
and  implicite  an  Obedience  as  this,  is  only  due 
to  pofitive  and  limited  Commands.  The  Em- 
ployment of  an  Ambaffadour  is  never  fo  con- 
fin’d ; feveral  things  in  the  management  of  Af- 
fairs, and  in  the  various  and  unforefeen  Occur- 
rences and  Accidents  that  may  fall  out  in  the 
Management  of  a Negotiation  of  this  Nature, 
being  wholly  referr’d  to  the  abfolute  Sovereign- 
ty of  their  own  Conduit:  neither  do  they  lim- 
ply execute  only,  but  alfo  to  their  own.  Difcre- 
tion  and  Wifdorn  form  and  model  their  Matter's 
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Pleafure  ; and  I have  in  my  time  known  Men 
of  Command  who  have  been  check’d  for  having 
rather  obey’d  the  exprefs  Word's  of  the  King’s 
Letters,than  the  neceffity  of  the  Affairs  they  had 
in  hand.  Men  of  Underflanding  do  yet  to  this 
day  condemn  the  Cuftom  of  the  Kings  of  Perjia , 
to  give  their  Lieutenants  and  Agents  lo  little 
Rein,  that  upon  the  leaft  arifing  Difficulties  they 
muft  evermore  have  recourfe  to  their  further 
Commands ; this  delay  in  fo  vafl  an  extent  of 
Dominion  having  often  very  much  prejudic’d 
thdir  Affairs.  And  CraJJ'm,  writing  to  a Man 
whofe  ProfefEon  it  was  beft  to  underfland  thole 
things , and  pre-acquainting  him  to  what  ufe 
this  Mart  was  defign’d,  did  he  not  Deem  to  con- 
fult  his  Advice,  and  in  a manner  invite  him  to 
interpofe  his  better  Judgment. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

■ Of  Fear. 

yirg.  /En.  Obftupui,  fieteruntque  coup*  & vox  faucibus  bafit. 

I was  amaz’d,  ftruck  Speechlefs,  and  my  Hair 
On  end  upon  my  Head  did  wildly  flare. 

I Am  not  fo  good  a Naturalifl  as  to  difcern  by 
what  fecret  Springs  Fear  has  its  motion  in 
us ; but  I am  wife  enough  to  know’,  that  it  is  a 
flrong  Pafljon,  and  fuch  a one,  that  the  Phyfici- 
3 ns  fay  there  is  no  other  whatever  that  fooner 
djflhrones  pur  Judgment  from  its  proper  Seat ; 
.which  is  fo  true,  chat  I my  felf  have  feen  very 
many  become  frantick  thorough  Fear-  and  even 
jn  thofe  of  the  beft  fettled  Temper,  it  is  moft 
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certain,  that  it  begets  a terrible  Aftonilhment 
and  Confufion  during  the  Fit.  I omit  the  Vul- 
gar fort,  to  whom  it  one  while  reprefents  their 
Great-Grandfirs,  rifen  out  of  their  Graves  in 
their  Shrowds,  another  while  Hob- Go blins,  Spetlres 
and  Chimaras,  but  even  amongft  Soldiers  (a  foie 
of  Men  over  whom,  of  all  others,  it  ought  to 
have  the  leaft  Power)  how  often  has  it  converted 
Flocks  of  Sheep  into  armed  Squadrons,  Reeds 
and  Bull-rufhes  into  Pikes  and  Launces,  Friends 
into  Enemies,  and  the  French  White  into  the 
Red  Croffes  of  Spain  ! When  Monfieur  de  Bourbon 
took  the  City  of  Rome,  an  Enfign  who  was  up- 
on the  Guard  at  the  Bourg  Sr.  Pierre,  was  feiz’d 
with  fuch  a Fright  upon  the  ftrft  Alarm,  that 
he  threw  himfelf  out  at  a Breach  with  his  Co- 
lours upon  his  Shoulder,  ran  dire&ly  upon  the 
Enemy,  thinking  he  had  retreated  toward  the 
inward  Defences  of  the  City,  and  with  much 
ado,  feeing  Monfieur  de  Bourbons  People,  who 
thought  it  had  been  a Sally  upon  them,  draw 
up  to  receive  him,  at  laft  came  to  himfelf,  and 
faw  his  Error  ,•  and  then  facing  about,  he  re- 
treated full  fpeed  through  the  fame  Breach  by 
which  he  had  gone  out  ,•  but  not  till  he  had 
firft  blindly  advanc’d  above  three  hundred  Paces 
into  the  open  Field.  It  did  not  however  fall  out 
fo  well  with  Captain  Julius  his  Enfign  at  the  time 
when  St.  Paul  was  taken  from  us  by  the  Count 
de  Bures  and  Monfieur  du  Reu,  for  he,  being  fo 
aftonifh’d  with  Fear,  as  to  throw  himfelf  and  his 
Fellows  out  at  a Skyt-gate,  was  immediately  cut 
to  pieces  by  the  Enemy ; and  in  the  fame  Siege 
it  was  a very  memorable  Fear,  that  fo  feiz’d, 
contracted,  and  froze  up  the  Heart  of  a young 
Gentleman,  that  he  funk  down  ftonedead  in  the 
Breach,  without  any  manner  of  Wound  or  Hurt 
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at  all.  The  like  Madnefs  does  fometimes  pufh. 
on  a whole  Multitude,’  for  in  one  of  the  En- 
counters that  Germanicus  had  with  the  Germans 
two  great  Parties  were  fo  amaz’d  with  Fear,  that 
they  ran  two , oppofite  ways,  the  one  and  the 
other  to  the  fame  place,  from  which  either  of 
them  had  fled  before.  Sometimes  it  adds  Wings 
to  the  Heels,  as  in  the  two  firft,  and  fometimes 
nails  them  to  the  Ground,  and  fetters  them  from 
moving ; as  we  read  of  the  Emperor  Tbeopbilus , 
who  in  a Battle  he  loft  againft  the  Agarens , was  fo 
aftoeilh’d  and  ftupified,  that  he  had  no  Power  to 
Quint  fly  ; ad  to  favor  eliam  auxilia  formidat , fo  much 
1 3 does  Fear  dread  even  the  means  of  Safety  ; till 
fuch  time  a$  Manuel,  one  of  the  principal  Com- 
manders of  his  Army,  having  jogg’d  and  fhak’d 
him  fo  as  to  roufe  him  out  of  his  Trance,  faid 
to  him.  Sir , if  you  will  not  follow  me,  I will  kill 
you  : For  it  is  better  you  jhoalJ  life  your  Life , than,  by 
being  taken,  to  lofe  your  Empire.  But  Fear  does  then 
manifeft  its  utmoft  Power  and  Efled,  when  it 
throws  Us  upon  a valiant  Defpair,  having  before 
depriv’d  us  of  all  fenfe  bpeh  of  Ducy  and  Ho- 
nour. fq  the  firft  pitch’d  Battle  the  Romans  loft 
againft  tiannibal,  under  the  Conful  Semprtnius,  a 
Body  of  ten  thoufand  Foot,  that  had  taken  a 
Fright,  feeing  no  other  Efcape  for  their  Cow- 
ardice, went,  and  threw  rhemfelves  head-long 
upon  the  great  Battalion  of  the  Enemies,  which 
alfo  with  wonderful  force  and  fury  they  charg’d 
thorough  and  thorough,  and  routed  with  a very 
great  daughter  of  the  Carthaginians , by  that  means 
purchafing  an  ignominious  flight  at  the  fame 
price  they  might  have  done  a glorious  Vi&ory. 
■The  thing  in  the  World  I am  moft  afraid  of  is 
Fear,  and  with  good  reafon,  that  Paffion  alone, 
in  th:  trouble  of  it,  exceeding  all  other  Acci- 
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dents.  What  affti&ion  could  be  greater  or  more 
juft  than  that  of  Tommy's  Followers  and  Friends, 
who,  in  his  Ship,  were  Spe&ators  of  that  horrid 
and  inhumane  murther?  Yet  fo  it  was,  that  the 
Fear  of  the  Egyptian  Veflelsthey  faw  coming  to 
board  them,  ponefs’d  them  with  fo  great  a Fear, 
that  it  is  obferv’d  they  thought  of  nothing,  but 
calling  upon  the  Mariners  to  make  hafte,  and 
by  force  of  Oars  to  efcape  away,  till  being  ar- 
riv’d at  Tyre , and  deliver’d  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  further  danger,  they  then  had  leifure  to 
turn  their  thoughts  to  the  lofs  of  their  Captain, 
and  to  give  vent  to  thofe  tears  and  lamentations 
that  the  other  more  prevalent  Paflion  had  till 
then  fufpended. 

Turn  pavor  fapientiam  omntm  .mihi  ex  ammo  ex - 
pettorat. 

My  Mind  with  great  and  fudden  fear  oppreft. 

Was  for  the  time,  of  Judgment  difpoffels’d. 

Such  as  have  been  well  bang’d  in  fome  Skir- 
mifh,  may  yet,  all  wounded  and  bloody  as  they 
are,  be  brought  on  again  the  next  day  to  charge : 

But  fuch  as  have  once  conceiv’d  a good  found 
Fear  of  the  Enemy,  will  never  be  made  fo  much 
as  to  look  him  in  the  Face.  Such  as  are  in  im-- 
mediate  Fear  of  lofing  their  Eftates,  of  Banifh- 
ment,  or  of  Slavery,  live  in  perpetual  Anguifh, 
and  lofe  all  Appetite  and  Repofe  ,•  whereas  fuch 
as  are  a&ually  poor.  Slaves,  and  Exiles,  oft-  times 
live  as  merrily  as  Men  in  a better  Condition : 

And  fo  many  People,  who  impatient  of  the 
perpetual  Alarms  of  Fear,  have  hang’d  and 
drown’d  themfelves,  give  us  fufficiently  to  un- 
derftand,  that  it  is  more  importunate  and  infup- 
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portable  than  Death  it  felf.  The  Greeks  ac- 
knowledge another  kind  of  Fear  exceeding  any 
we  have  fpoke  of  yet,  a Paflion  that  furprifes 
us  without  any  vifible  Caufe,  by  an  Impulfe 
from  Heaven  ,•  fo  that  whcile  Armies  and  Nati- 
ons have  been  ftruck  with  it.  Such  a one  was 
that,  which  brought  fo  wonderful  a Defolation 
upon  Carthage , where  nothing  was  to  be  heard 
but  Voices,  and  Outcries  of  Fear,  where  the  In- 
habitants were  feen  to  fally  out  of  their  Houfcs 
as  to  an  Alarm,  and  there  to  charge,  wound, 
and  kill  one  another,  as  if  they  had  been  Ene- 
mies come  to  furprize  their  City.  All  things 
were  in  ftrange  Diforder  and  Fury,  till  with 
Prayers  and  Sacrifices  they  had  appeas’d  their 
Gods : and  this  is  that  they  call  a Panick  Terror. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


7 hat  M?*  are  not  to  iurfie  of.  our  Hap  pine fs 
till  after  Death. 

; * . * .•/».»> 

^ .*  • *.  j j* .'u 

Ovid. Met.  fcilicet  ultima  fern  per.  ' • , • 

1 3'  Expecianda  Jus  homini  e/l,  dicivjae  beat  us t 
Ante  cbitum  vans  fupremaque  furnra  debet. 

i • • « • • - * , ...  'v 

• *v  * 

Mens  laft  days  ftill  to  be  expe&ed  are, 

E’re  we  of  them  our  Judgments  do  declare  j 
Nor  can?t  of  any  one  be  rightly  Paid, 

That  he  is  happy,  till  he  fix  ft  be  dead. 

EVery  one  i$  acquainted  with  the  Stpry  of 
King  Cro&fus  to  this  purpofe,  who  being 
taken  Prifoner  by  Cyrrss , ; and  by  him  con- 
demn’d to  die,  as  he  was  gping  to  Execution, 
cry’d  out,  O Sokn,  Solon  l which  beuig  prelent-. 
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ly  reported  to  Cyrus , and  he  fending  to  gfiquire 
of  him  what  -it  meant,*  Crefus  gavfe  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  he  now  found  the  Advertifement 
Solon  had  formerly  given  him  true  to  his  Coft, 
which  was.  That  Men,  however  Fortune  may 
fmile  upon  them,  could  never  be  faid  to  be  hap- 
py, till  they  had  been  feen  to  pafs  over  the  laft 
day  of  their  Lives,  by  reafon  of  the  uncertainty 
and  mutability  of  Humane  things,  which  upon 
very  light  and'  trivial  occafions , are  fubjed  to 
be  totally  chang’d  into  a quite  contrary  condi- 
tion. And  therefore  it  was,  that  Ageftlaus  made  / 

anfwer  to  one  that  was  faying,  what  a happy 
young  Man  the  King  of  Verfa  was,  to  come  fo 
young  to  fo  mighty  a Kingdom  : ’Tis  true,  (faid 
he)  but  neither  was  Priam  unhappy  at  bts  years. 

In  a fhort  time,  of  Kings  of  Macedon , Succelfors 
to  that  mighty  Alexander,  were  made  Joyners 
and  Scriveners  at  Rome,  of  a Tyrant  of* Sicily,  a -r 
Pedant  at  Corinth , of  a Conqueror  of  one  half 
of  the  'World,  and  General  of  fo  many  Armies, 
a miferable  Suppliant  to  the  rafcally  Officers  of 
a King  of  tAigypt.  So  much  the  prolongation 
of  five  or  fix  Months  of  Life  coft  the  Great 
and  Noble  Tompey,  and  no  longer  fince  than  our 
Fathers  Days,  Ludovico  Forz,a , the  tenth  Duke  of 
who  mall  Italy  had  fo  long  truckled  under, 
was  feen  to  die  a wretched  Prifoner  at  Lochu, 
but  not  till  he  had  lived  ten  Years  in  Captivity, 
which  was  the  worft  part  of  his  Fortune.  The 
faireft  of  all  Queens , Widow  to  the  greateft  suy,  Qa. 
King  in  Europe,  did  ihe  not  come  to  die  by  the  of  Setts, 
hand  of  an  Executioner  ? Unworthy  and  bar- 
barous Cruelty  ! and  a thoufartd  mdre  Exam- 
ples there  are  of  the  fame  kind  ; for,  it  feems, 
that  as  Storms  and  Tempefts  have  a Malice  to 
the  proud,  and  overtowring  heights  of  our  lofty 
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Buildings,  there  are  alfo  Spirits  above  that  are 
envious  of  the  Grandeurs  here  below. 

Lucnt.  l^l/faug  adeo  res  humanas  visabdita  qua  dam 
Obterit , & pulchros  Fafces,  favafque  fecures 
Trcculcare,  ac  ludibrio  fibi  habere  videtur. 

I , 

1 * ’ i . 

By  which  it  does  appear,  a Power  unfeen 
Romes  awful  Fafces,  and  her  Axes  keen 
Spurns  under  foot,  and  plainly  does  defpife. 

Of  humane  Power  the  vain  Formalities. 

• i . 

» » 

And  it  fhould  feem  ajfo  that  Fortune  fome- 
times  lies  in  wait  to  furprize  the  laft  hour  of 
our  Lives,  to  fhew  the  Power  ihe  has  in  a Mo- 
ment to  overthrow  what  fhe  was  fo  many  Years 
in  building,  making  us  cry  out  with  Laberim , 
JMacrtb.  /.  Ntmirum  hac  die  una  plus  vixt  mihi  qudm  'vi-vendum 
2.  c a.  fu.it,  I have  liv’d  longer  by  this  one  day  than  I 
ought  to  have  done.  And  in  this  Senfe,  this 
good  Advice  of  Solon  may  reafonably  be  taken  ,• 
but  be -being  a Philofopher,  with  which  fort  of 
Men  the  Favours  and  Difgraces  of  Fortune  ftand 
for  nothing,  either  tp  the  making  a Man  hap- 
py ©r  unhappy,  and  with  whom  Grandeurs  and 
Powers , Accidents  of  Quality,  are  upon  the 
Matter  indifferent  : I am  apt  to  think  that  he 
had  fome  farther  Aim  , and  that  his  meaning 
was,  that  the  very  Felicity  of  Life  it  felf,  which 
depends  upon  the  Tranquility  and  Contentment 
of  a-well-defcended  Spirit,  and  the  Refolution 
and  Affurance  of  a well-order’d  Soul,  ought 
never  to  be  attributed  to  any  Man,  till  he  has 
firft  been  feen  to  play  the  laft , and  doubtlefs 
the  hardeft  A of  his  Part,  becaufe  there  may 
be  Difguife  and  Diffimulation  in  all  the  reft, 
where  thefe  fine  Philofophical  Difcourfes  are 
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only  put  on  ; and  where  Accidents  do  not 
touch  us  to  the  quick,  they  give  us  leifure  to 
maintain  the  fame  fober  Gravity  ; but  in  this 
laft  Scene  of  Death,  there  is  no  more  counter- 
feiting, we  mull  fpeak  plain,  and  mull  difcover 
what  there  is  of  pure  and  clean  in  the  bottom, 

* . : . . . ' . t 

Nam  'Vera  voces  turn  demum  pt&ore  ab  imo  Lucres.  I.j. 

Ejiciunturl  dr  eripitur  perfona3  manet  res. 

* • J _ 5 - -«  . . t % 

Then  that  at  laft  Truth  iflues  from  the  Heart, 

The  Vizor’s  gone,  we  aft  our  own  true  part. 

Wherefore  at  thitf  laft  all  the  other  Aftions  of 
our  Life  ought  to  be  tryed  and  fifted.  ’Tis  the 
Mafter-day,  ’tis  the  Day  that  is  Judge  of  all  the 
reft,  ’7 st  the  Day  (fays  one  of  the  Ancients)  that 
ought  to  judge  of  all  my  foregoing  Years.  To  Death 
do  I refer  the  Eflay  of  the  Fruit  of  all  my  Stu- 
dies. We  lhall  then  lee  whether  my  Difcourles 
came  only  from  my  Mouth,  or  from  my  Heart. 

I have  feen  many  by  their  Death  give  a good 
or  an  ill  Repute  to  their  whole  Life.  Scipio, 
the  Father-in-law  of  Pompey  the  Great,  in  dying 
well,  wip’d  away  the  ill  Opinion,  that  till  then 
every  one  had  conceiv’d  of  him.  Epaminondas  be- 
ing ask’d  which  of  the  three  he  had  in  greateft 
efteem,  chabrias , Iphicrates,  or  himfelf  ; You  mufi 
firjt  fee  us  die  (faid  he)  before  that  JQuejlion  can  be 
refoltfd : and  in  truth,  he  would  infinitely  wrong 
that  great  Man,  who  would  weigh  him  with- 
out the  Honour  and  Grandeur  of  his  End.  God 
Almighty  has  order'd  all  things  as  it  has  belt 
pleas’d  him  : But  I have  in  my  time  feen  three 
of  the  moll  execrable  Perfons  that  ever  I knew 
in  all  manner  of  abominable  living  , and  the 
mod  infamous  to  boot,  who  all  died  a very  re- 
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trnlar  Death,  and  in  all  Circumftances  compos’d 
even  to  Perfedion.  There  are  brave,  and  for- 
tunate Deaths.  ! have  feen  Death  cut  the 
Thread  of  the  Progrefs  of  a prodigious  Ad- 
vancement, and  in  the  height  and  Flower  of 
its  encreafe  of  a certain  Perfon,  with  lo  glori- 
ous an  End,  that  in  my  Opinion  his  ambitious 
and  generous  Defigns  had  nothing  in  them  lo 
high  and  great  as  their  Interruption  ; and  he 
arriv’d,  without  compleating  his  courfe,  at  the 
Place  to  which  his  Ambition  pretended  with 
greater  Glory  , than  he  could  himfelf  either 
hope  or  defire,  and  anticipated  by  his  Fall  the 
Name  and  Power  to  which  he  afpir’d,  by  per- 
fecting his  Career.  In  the  Judgment  I make  of 
another  Man’s  Life,  I always  obferve  how  he 
carried  himfelf  at  his  Death,-  and  the  principal 
Concern  I have  for  my  own,  is,  that  I may  die 
handfomly,  that  is,  patiently,  and  without 

noife. 


V . . ' CHAP.  XIX. 

'v ...  . 

’ that  toftady  Pbilofopby , is  to  learn  to  Me. 

• sjKj  ‘ • . «. 

Cicero  fays.  That  to  ftudy  Vhilofofy  is  nothing 
but  to  prepare  a Man  i felf  to  die.  The  rea- 
fon  of  which  is,  becaufe  Study  and  Contempla- 
tion do  in  fome  fort  withdraw  from  us,  and 
deprive  us  of  our  Souls,  and  imploy  it  feparate- 
ly  from  the  Body,  which  is  a kind  of  Learning 
to  die,  and  a Refemblance  of  Death  ,*  or  elfe 
becaufe  all  the  Wifdom  and  Reafoning  in  the 
World,  does  in  the  end  conclude  in  this  Point,  t(> 
teach  us  not  to  fear  to  die.  And  to  fay  the 
Truth,  either  our  Reafon  does  grofly  abufe  us, 
• or 
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or  it  ought  to  have  no  other  Aim  but  our  Con- 
tentment only  , nor  to  endeavour  any  thing, 
but  in  Sum  to  make  us  live  well,  and  as  the  Ho- 
ly Scripture  fays,  at  our  Eafe.  All  the  Opinions 
of  the  World  agree  in  this,  That  Pleafure  is 
our  end,  though  we  make  ufe  of  divers  means 
to  attain  unto  it,  they  would  otherwife  be  re- 
jected at  the  firft  motion  ; f<5r  who  would  give 
ear  to  him  that  fliould  propofe  Affliction  and 
Mifery  for  his  End  ? The  Controverfies  and 
Difputes  of  the  Philofophical  Sects  upon  this 
Point  are  meerly  verbal,  Trartfcurramm  folertijji-  'strut* 
was  nugasy  Let  us  skip  over  thofe  learned  and 
fubtle  Fooleries  and  Trifles  ,*  there  is  more  in 
them  of  Oppofition  and  Obftinacy  than  is  con- 
fident with  fofacreda  Profeffion  : but  what  kind 
of  Perfon  foever  Man  takes  upon  him  to  per- 
fonate,  he  over-mixes  his  own  part  with  it ; and 
let  the  Philofophers  all  fay  what  they  will,  the 
main  thing  at  which  we  all  aim,  even  in  Virtue 
it  felf,  is  Pleafure.  It  pleafes  me  to  rattle  in 
their  Ears  this  Word,  which  they  fo  naufeate  to 
hear  ; and  if  it  fignify  lome  fupream  Pleafure 
and  exceffive  Delight,  it  is  more  due  to  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  Virtue  than  to  any  other  Afliftance 
whatever.  This  Delight,  for  being  more  gay, 
more  finewy,  more  robuft,  and  more  manly,  is 
only  to  be  more  ferioufly  voluptuous,  and  we 
ought  to  give  it  the  Name  of  Pleafure,  as  that 
which  is  more  benign,  gentle,  and  natural,  and 
not  that  of  Vigour,  from  which  we  have  de- 
riv’d it  : the  other  more  mean  and  fenfual  part 
of  Pleafure,  if  it  could  deferve  this  fair  Name,  it 
ought  to  be  upon  the  account  of  Concurrence, 
and  not  of  Privilege  ,•  I find  it  lefs  exempt  from 
Traverfes  and  Inconveniences,  than  Virtue  it 
felf  j and  befides  that,  the  Enjoyment  is  more 
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momentary,  fluid,  and  frail ; it  has  its  Watch- 
ings, Fafts,  and  Labours,  even  to  Sweat  and 
Blood  j and  moreover,  has  particular  to  it  felf 
fo  many  feveral  forts  of  fharp  and  wounding 
Paflions,  and  fo  ftupid  a Satiety  attending  it,  as 
are  equal  to  the  fevereft  Penance.  And  we  mif- 
take  to  think  that  Difficulties  fhould  ferve  it  for 
a Spur,  and  a feafoning  to  its  Sweetnefs,  as  in 
Nature,  one  Contrary  is  quickned  by  another ,• 
and  to  fay  when  we  come  to  Virtue,  that  like 
Confequences  and  Difficulties  overwhelm  and 
render  it  auftere  and  inacceffible  ; whereas, 
much  more  aptly  than  in  Yoluptuoufnefs,  they 
enable,  fharpen  and  heighten  the  Perfeft  and 
Divine  Pleafure  they  procure  us.  He  renders 
himfelf  unworthy  or  it  who  will  counterpoife 
his  Expence  with  the  Fruit,  and  does  neither 
underftand  the  Blefling , nor  how  to  ui'e  it. 
Thofe  who  preach  to  us,  that  the  queft  of  it  is 
craggy,  difficult,  and  painful,  but  the  Fruition 
pleafant  and  grateful,  what  do  they  mean  by 
that  but  to  tell  us  that  it  is  always  unpleafing? 
The  moft  perfe<ft  have  been  forc’d  to  content 
themfelves  to  afpire  unto  it,  and  to  approach  it 
only  without  ever  pofleffing  it.  But  they  are 
deceiv’d,  and  do  not  take  notice,  that  of  all  the 
Pleafures  we  know,  the  very  Purfuit  is  pleafant : 
The  Attempt  ever  relifhes  of  the  quality  of  the 
thing  to  which  it  is  dire&ed  , for  it  is  a good 
part  of,  and  confubftantial  with  the  Effe&.  The 
Felicity  and  Beatitude  that  glitters  in  Virtue, 
Jhines  throughout  all  her  Apartments  and  Ave- 
nues, even  to  the  firft  Entry,  and  utmoft  Pale 
and  Limits.  Now  of  all  the  Benefits  that  V ertue 
confers  upon  us,  the  Contempt  of  Death  is  one 
of  the  greateft,  as  the  means  that  accommodates 
Humane  Life  with  a foft  and  eafie  Tranquility, 

and 
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and  gives  us  a pure  and  pleafant  Tafte  of  Living, 
without  which,  all  other  Pleafure  would  be  ex- 
tinct ; which  is  the  Reafon  why  all  the  Rules 
by  which  we  are  to  live,  centre  and  concur  in 
this  one  Article.  And  although  they  all  in  like 
manner  with  one  Confent,  endeavour  to  teach 
usalfo  to  defpife  Grief,  Poverty,  and  the  other 
Accidents  to  which  humane  Life,  by  its  own 
Nature  and  Conftitution,  is  fubje&ed,  it  is  not 
neverthelefs  with  the  fame  Importunity,  as  well 
byReafon  the  fore-nam’d  Accidents  are  not  of  fo 
great  Neceffity,  the  greater  Part  of  Mankind 
paffing  over  their  whole  Lives,  without  ever 
knowing  what  Poverty  is  ; and  fome  without 
Sorrow  or  Sicknefs,  as  Xenophilus  the  Mufician, 
who  liv’d  a hundred  and  fix  Years  in  a perfect 
and  continual  Health  ; as  alfo  becaufe  at  the 
worft.  Death  can,  whenever  we  pleafe,  cut 
fhort,  and  put  an  End  to  all  thefe  Inconvenien- 
ces. But  as  to  Death,  it  is  inevitable. 

Hor.  /.  2. 

Omnei  eodem  cogimur  3 omnium  ~ odt  2. 

Verfatur  XJrna  j ferius,  ocyus 
Sors  exitura , nos  in  aternum 
Exilium  impojitura  Cymba. 

We  all  are  to  one  Voyage  bound ; by  turn. 

Sooner  or  later,  all  muft  to  the  Urn: 

When  Charon  calls  aboard,  we  muft  not  ftay. 

But  to  eternal  Exile  fail  away. 

And  confequently,  if  it  frights  us,  ’tis  a perpe- 
tual Torment,  and  for  which  there  is  no  Con- 
folation  nor  Redrefs.  There  is  no  Way  by 
which  we  can  poffibly  avoid  it ; it  commands 
all  Points  of  the  Compafs : We  may  continually 
turn  our  Heads  this  Way  and  that,  and  pry  a- 
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bout,  as  in  a fufpeded  Country,  qua  quafifaxum 
* *’  Tantalo,  femper  impendet,  but  it,  like  Tantalus  his 
Stone,  hangs  over  us.  Our  Courts  of  Juftice 
often  fend  back  condemn’d  Criminals  to  be  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  Place  where  the  Fad  was  com- 
mitted, but  carry  them  to  all  fine  Houfes  by  the 
Way,  and  prepare  for  them  the  beft  Entertain- 
ment they  can. 


Hor.  I 3.  non  Sicula  Dapes 

03*  *•  Dulcem  elaborabunt  faporem 

JSfon  avium  citbaraque  cantus 
Somnum  reductnt. 

the  Tafts  of  fuch  as  thefe 

Choiceft  Sicilian  Dainties  cannot  pleafe. 

Nor  yet  of  Birds,  or  Harps,  the  Harmonies 
Once  charm  afleep,  or  clofe  their  watchful 

(Eyes. 

Do  you  think  they  could  relilh  it  ? And  that  the 
fatal  End  of  their  Journey  being  continually  be- 
fore their  Eyes,  would  not  alter  and  deprave 

their  Palate  from  tailing  thele  Regalio’s  ? 

» 

Claud . Audit  iter  numeratque  dies  fpaticque  viarum 

Mttitur  vitam,  torquetur  pejle  futura. 

He  Time  and  Space  computes,  by  Length  of 

(Ways, 

Sums  up  the  Number  of  his  few  fad  Days,* 

And  his  fad  Thoughts,  full  of  his  fatal  Doom, 
Can  dream  of  nothing,  but  the  Blow  to  come. 

The  End  of  our  Race  is  Death,  ’tis  thenecef- 
fary  Objed  of  our  Aim,  which  if  it  fright  us, 
how  is  it  pollible  to  advance  a Step,  without  a 
Fit  of  an  Ague  ? The  Remedy  the  Vulgar  ufe, 
is  not  to  think  on’t ; But  from  what  bruti/h  Stu- 
pidity 
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pidity,  can  they  derive  fo  grofs  a Blindnefs  ? 

They  muft  bridle  the  Afs  by  the  Tail, 

J Qui  capite  ipfe  fuo  infiituit  vefligia  retro.  hunt.. 4. 

He  who  the  Order  of  his  Steps  has  laid 

To  Light,  and  natural  Motion  retrograde. 

'Tis  no  Wonder,  if  he  be  often  trap’d  in  the 
Pitfall.  They  ufe  to  fright  People  with  the  very 
Mention  of  Death,  and  many  crols  themfelves, 
as  it  were  the  Name  of  the  Devil  $ and  becaufe 
the  makng  a Man’s  Will,  is  in  Reference  to  dyr 
ing,  not  a Man  will  be  perfuaded  to  take  a Pen 
in  Hand  to  that  Pur pofe,  till  the  Phyfician  has 
paft’d  Sentence  upon  him,  and  totally  given 
him  ever  ,•  and  then,  betwixt  Grief  and  Terror, 

God  knows  in  how  fit  a Condition  of  Under- 
ftanding  he  is  to  do  it.  The  Romans , by  reafon 
that  this  poor  Syllable  Death  was  obferv’d  to  be  fo 
harlh  to  the  Ears  of  the  People,  and  the  Sound 
fo  ominous  ,•  had  found  out  a Way  to  (often  and 
fpin  it  out  by  a Veriphrafis,  and  inftead  of  pro- 
nouncing bluntly,  fuch  a o;pe  is  dead,  to  fay, 
fuch  a one  has  liv'd,  or,  fuch  a one  has  ceas'd  to  live  : 

For,  provided  there  was  any  Mention  of  Life  in 
the  Cafe,  though  pad,  it  carry ’d  yet  fome  Sound 
of  Confolation.  And  from  them  it  is  that  we 
have  borrow’d  our  Expreflion  of  the  late  Monfieur 
fuch  and  fuch  a one.  Peradventure  (as  the  Say- 
ing is)  the  Term  we  have  liv’d  is  worth  our 
Money.  J w^s  born  betwixt  eleven  and  twelve  The  Au- 
a-Clock  in  the  Forenoon,  the  laft  of  February , *j1.or's 
15-5;.  according  to  our  Computation,  begin- 
ning the  Year  the  firft  of  January , and  it  is  now 
but  juft  fifteen  Days  fince  I was  compleat  nine 
*nd  thirty  Years  old ; I make  Account  to 
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live  at  lead  as  many  more.  In  the  mean  time, 
to  trouble  a Man’s  felf  with  the  Thought  of  a 
Thing  fo  far  of,  is  a fenfelefs  Foolery.  But  what. 
Young  and  Old  die  after  the  very  fameManner, 
and  no  one  departs  out  of  Life  otherwife,  than  if 
he  had  but  juft  before  enter’d  into  it^  neither  is 
any  fo  old  and  decrepid,who  has  heard  of Metbu- 
/rt/<.7»,that  does  not  think  he  has  yet  twenty  Years 
of  Conftitution  good  at  leaft.  Fool  that  thou 
art, who  hasaftur’d  unto  thee  the  Term  of  Life  ? 
Thou  depended  upon  Phyficians  Tales  and  Sto- 
ries, but  rather  confult  Experience,  and  the 
Fragility  of  humane  Nature  : For,  according 
to  the  common  Courfe  of  Things,  ’tis  long 
fince  that  thou  livedlt  by  extraordinary  Favour. 
Thou  haft  already  out-lived  the  ordinary  Term 
of  Life,  and  that  it  is  fo,  reckon  up  thy  Ac- 
quaintance, how  many  more  have  died  before 
they  arriv’d  at  thy  Age,  than  have  attain’d  un- 
to it,  and  of  thofe  who  have  enobled  their  Lives 
by  their  Renown  ,•  take  but  an  Account,  and  I 
dare  lay  a Wager,  thou  wilt  find  more  who  have 
dyed  before,  than  after  five  and  thirty  Years  of 
Age.  It  is  full  bqth  of  Reafon  and  Piety  too, 
to  take  Example  by  the  Humanity  of  JefusChrift 
himfelf,  who  ended  his  Life  at  three  and  thirty 
Y'ears.  The  greateft  Man  that  ever  was  no 
more  than  a Man,  Alexander,  died  alfo  at  the 
Hme  Age  ? How  many  feveral  Ways  has  Death 
to  furprize  us  ? 

Jlluid  'juifque  vitet , nuvqitam  homin'!  fat  is 

Cautum  eft  in  boras. 

Man  fiiin  would  fhun,  but  ’tis  not  in  his  Power 
T’  evade  the  Dangers  of  each  threat’ning  Hour. 

To 
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To  omit  Fevers  and  Pleurifies,  who  would  ever 
have  imagin’d,  that  a Dukeof  Britannj  fhould  be 
prefs’d  to  Death  in  a Crowd,  as  that  Duke  was 
at  the  Entry  of  Pope  Clement  into  Lyons  ? Have 
we  not  feen  one  of  our  * Kings  kill’d  at  a Tilt- « HenrJ 
ing  ; and  did  not  one  of  his  t Anceftors  die  by  of  trance, 
the  Juftle  of  a Hog  ? esLfchylus,  being  threat-  inning 
ned  with  the  Fall  of  a Houfe,  was  to  much  Pur- 
pofe  fo  circumfped:  to  avoid  that  Danger,  when  ry°n  <>sm' 
he  was  knock’d  o’th’  Heed  by  a Torcoife-fhell  f Philip 
falling  out  of  an  Eagle’s  Talons  in  the  Fields.  t,he  eIde^ 
Another  was  choak’d  with  a Grape-ftone  ; an 
Emperor  kill’d  with  the  Scratch  of  a Comb,  in  Qrofs , rhe 
combing  his  Head.  ts£milius  Lepidus,  with  a 40th  King 
Stumble,  at  his  own  Threftiold  $ and  dufidius of  Fr*nce- 
with  a Juftle  againft  the  Door,  as  he  enter’d  the 
Council-Chamber.  And  betwixt  the  veryThighs 
of  Women,  Cornellius  Gallus , the  Prator  ; Tigil- 
linusj  Captain  of  the  Watch  at  Rome  ; Ludovico , 

Son  of  Guido  de  Gonz,aga , Marquifs  of  Mantua  ■ 
and  (of  worfe  Example)  Speujippus , a VUtomck 
Philofopher  ; and  one  of  our  Popes.  The  poor 
Judge  Bibius , whilft  he  repriev’d  a Criminal  for 
eight  Days  only,  was  himfelf  condemn’d  to 
Death,  and  his  own  Day  of  Life  was  expired. 

Whilft  Caius  Julius  the  Phyfician,  was  anointing 
the  Eyes  of  a Patient,  Death  clos’d  his  own ; 
and  if  I may  bring  in  an  Example  of  my  own 
Blood,  a Brother  of  mine,  Captain  St.  Martin , 
a young  Man  of  three  and  twenty  Years  old, 
who  had  already  given  fufficient  Teftimony  of 
his  Valour,  playing  a Match  at  Tennis,  re- 
ceiv’d a Blow  of  a Ball  a little  above  his  right 
Ear,  which,  though  it  was  without  any  manner 
of  Sign  of  Wound,  or  Depreffion  of  the  Skull, 
and  though  he  took  no  great  Notice  of  it, 
nor  fo  much  as  fate  down  to  repofe  himfelf, 
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he  neverthelefs  died  within  five  or  fix  Hours  af- 
ter, of  an  Apoplexy  occafion’d  by  that  Blow. 
Which  fo  frequent  and  common  Examples  paf- 
fing  every  Day  before  our  Eyes,  how  is  it  pof- 
fible  a Man  ihould  difingage  himfelf  from  the 
Thought  of  Death  ; or  avoid  fancying,  that  it 
has  us  every  Moment  by  the  Collar  ? What 
Matter  is  it,  you  will  fay,  which  Way  it  comes 
to  pafs , provided  a Man  does  not  terrify 
himfelf  with  the  Expe&ation  ? For  my  part, 
I am  of  this  Mind,  that  if  a Man  could  by  any 
Means  avoid  it,  tho’  by  creeping  under  a Calve's 
Skin,  1 am  one  that  fhould  not  be  afham’d  of 
the  Shift : All  I aim  at  is,  to  pafs  my  Time  plea- 
fantly,  and  without  any  great  Reproach,  and 
the  Recreations  that  moft  contribute  to  it,  I 
take  hold  of,  as  to  the  reft,  as  little  glorious 
and  exemplary  as  you  would  defire. 

prcetulerim  delirtts  inerfque  viderr , 

Dunt  tnea  delect  am  mala  we,  vel  denit^  f allant, 

6)uam  fa  per e,  & ringi. 

A Fool,  or  Coward,  let  me  cenfur’d  be, 
Whilft  either  Vice  doespleafe  or  cozen  me. 
Rather,  than  be  thought  wife,  and  feel  the 
Of  a perpetual  aking,  anxious  Heart.  ( Smart 

I 

But  ?tis  Folly  to  think  of  doing  any  Thing  that 
Way.  They  go,  they  come,  they  gallop  and 
dance,  and  not  a Word  of  Death.  All  this  is 
very  fine,  but  withal,  when  it  comes  either  to 
themfeives,  their  Wives,  their  Children,  or 
Friends,  furpriziog  them  at  unawares,  and 
unprepar’d,  then  what  Torment , what  Out- 
cries, what  Madnefs  and  Defpair  Did  you 
ever  fee  any  Thin?  fo  fubdu’d  , fo  chang’d 
and  fo  confounded  i A Ma«  muft  therefore 
•;t  : . • make 
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make  more  early  Tryal  of  it ,•  and  this  brutilh 
Negligence,  could  it  poflibly  lodge  in  the  Brain 
of  any  Man  of  Spnfe,  (which  I chink  utterly 
impoflible)  fells  us  his  Merchandize  too  dear. 

Were  it  an  Enemy  that  could  be  a avoided,  I 
would  then  advife  to  borrow  Arms  evenofCow- 
ardize  it  felf  to  that  Effed : but  feeing  it  is  not, 
and  that  it  will  catch  you  as  well  flying,  and 
playing  the  Poltron,  as  Banding  to’t,  like  a Man 
of  Honour  ; 

Nempe  & fugacem  perfeyuitur  virum , idem  /.  3. 

Nec  parcit  imbellis  juventa  Ode  2. 

Voplitibus  timidojue  tergo. 

No  Speed  of  Foot  prevents  Death  of  his  Prize, 

He  cuts  the  Hamftrings  of  the  Man  that  flies ; 

Nor  fpares  the  tender  Stripling’s  Back  does  Bart 
T’  out-run  the  DiBance  of  his  mortal  Dart. 


And  feeing  that  no  Temper  of  Arms  is  of  Proof 
to  fecure  us. 


Ille  licet  ferro,  cautus  fe  condat , dr  are 
Mors  tamers  inclufum  protrabet  inde  caput. 


Propirt.l .3 
Eleg.  17- 
alias  1 6. 


Shell  thee  with  Steel,  or  Brafs,  advis’d  by  Dread, 
Death  from  the  Cask  will  pull  thy  cautious  Head. 


Let  us  learn  bravely  to  Band  our  Ground,  and 
fight  him.  And  to  begin  to  deprive  him  of  the 
greatefl  Advantage  he  has  over  us,  let  us  take  a 
Way  quite  contrary  to  the  common  Courfe.  Let 
us  difarm  him  of  his  Novelty  and  Strangenefs, 
let  us  converfe  and  be  familiar  with  him,  and 
have  nothing  fo  frequent  in  our  Thoughts  as 
Death  : Let  us,  upon  Occafions,  reprefent  him 
in  all  his  moB  dreadful  Shapes  to  our  Imaginati- 
on : At  the  Stumbling  of  a Horfe,  at  the  Falling 
1 ~ ‘ of 
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of  a Tile,  at  the  lead  Prick  with  a Pin,  let  us 
prefently  confider,and  fay  to  our  felves,Well,and 
what  if  it  had  been  Death  it  felf  ? and  thereupon 
let  us  encourage  and  fortify  our  felves.  Let  us 
evermore,  amidft  our  Jollity  and  Feafting,  fet 
the  Remembrance  of  our  frail  Condition  before 
our  Eyes,  never  fuffering  our  felves  to  be  fo 
far  tranfported  with  our  Delight,  but  that  we 
have  fome  Intervals  of  reflecting  upon,  andcon- 
fidering  how  many  feveral  Ways  this  Jollity  of 
ours  tends  to  Death,  and  with  how  many  Dan- 
gers it  threatens  us.  The  Egyptians  were  wont  to 
do  after  this  manner,  who,  in  the  Height  of 
their  Feafting  and  Mirth,  caus’d  a dried  Skelle- 
ton  of  a Man  to  be  brought  into  the  Room,  to 
l'erve  for  a Memento  to  their  Guefts. 

Ha  at  1 1 . Ornnem  crtde  diem  tibi  diluxijje  fupremum , 

EPift.  4.  Grata  fuperveniet,  qua  non  Jperabitur  bora. 

Think  every  Day,  foon  as  the  Day  is  paft. 

Of  thy  Life’s  Datei  that  thou  haft  liv’d  the  laft  ,* 
The  next  Days  joyful  Light  thine  Eyes  fhallfee. 
As  unexpected,  will  more  welcome  be. 

Where  Death  waits  for  us,  is  uncertain*  let 
us  every  where  look  for  him.  The  Premedita- 
tion of  Death,  is  the  Premeditation  of  Liberty,* 
who  has  learnt  to  die,  has  forgot  to  ferve.  There 
is  nothing  of  Evil  in  Life,  for  him  who  rightly 
comprehends,  that  Death  is  no  Evil ; to  know 
how  to  dye,  delivers  us  from  all  Subjection 
and  Conftrainr.  Paulus  <^£milius  anfwer’d  him, 
whom  the  miferable  King  of  Macedmy  his  Pri- 
fbr.er,  fent  to  entreat  him  that  he  would  not 
Ve  id  himin  hisTriumphjLrt  bimmake  that  Rcqucji 
to  kirn's  If  In  Truth,  in  all  Things,  if  Nature  do 

♦ ■ • ' ; • not 
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not  help  a little,  it  is  very  hard  for  Art  and 
Induftry  to  perform  any  Thing  to  Purpofe. 

I am,  in  my  own  Nature  not  melancholy,  but 
thoughtful  • and  there  is  nothing  I have  more 
continually  entertain’d  my  felf  withal,  than  the 
Imaginations  of  Death,  even  in  the 'gay eft  and 
moft  wanton  Time  of  my  Agej 

Jucundum  cum  at  as  florida  vtr  ageret.  Catullut, 

Hum.  69i 

Of  florid  Age  in  the  moft  pleafant  Spring. 

In  the  Company  of  Ladies,  and  in  the  Height 
of  Mirth,  fome  have  perhaps  thought  me  pof- 
fefs’d  with  fome  Jealoufie,  or  meditating  upon 
the  Uncertainty  of  fome  imagin’d  Hope,  whilft 
I was  entertaining  my  felf  with  the  Remem- 
brance of  fome  one  furpriz’d  a few  Days  before 
with  a burning  Fever,  of  which  he  dyed,  re- 
turning from  an  Entertainment  like  this,  with 
his  Head  full  of  idle  Fancies  of  Love  and  Jolli- 
ty, as  mine  was  then,  and  that  for  ought  I knew, 
the  fame  Deftiny  was  attending  me. 

Jam  f uer it,  nec  poji  unqnam  revocare  lictbit.  Lutnt.1. j,- 

9 

But  now  he  had  a Being  amongft  Men, 

Now  gone,  and  ne’er  to  be  recall’d  agen. 

Yet  did  not  this  Thought  wrinkle  my  Fore- head 
any  more  than  any  other.  It  is  impoflible  but 
we  mult  feel  a Sting  in  fuch  Imaginations  as 
thefe  at  firft  ; but  with  often  revolving  them  in 
a Man’s  Mind,  and  having  them  freqnent  in  our 
Thoughts,  they  at  laft  become  fo  familiar  as 
to  be  no  Trouble  at  all : Otherwife,  I for  my 
part,  fhould  be  in  a perpetual  Fright  and  Fren- 
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zy  ? for  never  Man  was  fo  diftruftful  of  his  Life, 
never  Man  fo  indifferent  for  its  Duration.  Nei- 
ther Health,  which  I have  hitherto  ever  enjoy’d 
very  ftrong  and  vigorous,  and  very  feldom  inter- 
rupted, does  prolong,  nor  Sicknefs  contract  my 
Hopes.  Methinks  I efcape  every  Minute,  and  it 
eternally  runs  in  my  Mind,  that  what  may  be 
done  to  Morrow,  may  be  done  to  Day.  Ha- 
zards and  Dangers  do,in  Truth,  little  or  nothing 
haften  our  End  ; and  if  we  confider  how  many 
more  remain,  and  hang  over  our  Heads,  befides 
the  Accident  that  immediately  threatens  us,  we 
(hall  find  that  the  Sound  and  the  Sick,  thofe 
that  are  abroad  at  Sea,  and  thofe  that  fit  by  the 
Fire,  thofe  who  are  engag’d  in  Battle,  and 
thofe  who  fit  idle  at  Home,  are  the  one  as 
near  it  as  the  other:  Nemo  altero  fragilior  eft : Nemo 
Senec  Ep.  jp  crafiinum  [uicertior , No  Man  is  more  frail  than 
another : No  more  certain  of  the  Morrow.  For 
any  thing  I have  to  do  before  I die,  the  long- 
eft  Leifure  would  appear  too  fhort,  were  it  but 
an  Hour’s  Bufinefs  I had  to  do.  A Friend 
of  mine  the  other  Day,  turning  over  my  Table- 
Book,  found  in  it  a Memorandum  of  fomething 
I would  havfe  done  after  my  Decpafe,  whereup- 
on, 1 told  him,  as  it  was  really  true,  that  tho’  I 
was  no  more  than  a League’s  Diftance  only  from 
tay  own  Houfe,  and  merry  and  well,  yet  when 
that  Thing  came  into  my  Head,  I made  hafte 
to  write  it  down  there,  becaufe  i was  not  cer- 
tain to  live  ’till  I came  Home.  As  a Man  that 
am  eternally  brooding  over  my  own  Thoughts, 
and  who  confine  them  to  my  own  particular 
Concerns  ,*  1 am  upon  the  Matter  at  all  Floufs 
gs  well  prepared  as  I am  ever  like  to  be,  apt} 
Death,  whenever  he  (hall  come,  can  bring  no- 
thing silopg  with  hipi,  X did  pot  long  be- 

‘ fore. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  19.  To  ft udy  Thilofopby , is  to  learn  to  die.  95- 


fore.  We  fbould  always  (as  near  as  we  can)  be 
booted  and  fpurr’d,  and  ready  to  go,  and  above 
all  Things,  to  take  care  at  that  Time  to  have  no 
Bufinefs  with  any  one,  but  a Man’s  felf. 

J$uid  brevi  fortes  jaculamur  avo  H>r.  I 3. 

“ Mult  a ? Od.  16- 

Why  cut’ft  thou  out  fuch  mighty  Work, 
vain  Man  ? (poor  Span  ? 

Whofe  Life’s  fhort  Date’s  compriz’d  in  one 

For  we  fbajl  there  find  Work  enough  to  do, 
without  any  need  of  Addition  ; one  complains 
more  than  ofDeath,  that  he  is  thereby  prevented 
of  a glorious  Vidory  ,*  another  that  he  muft 
die  before  he  has  married  his  Daughter,  or  fet- 
tled, and  provided  for  his  Children  ,•  a third 
feems  only  troubled  that  he  muft  lofe  the  Socie- 
ty of  his  beloved  Wife  3 a fourth,  the  Conver- 
fation  of  his  Son,  as  the  principal  Concerns  of 
his  Being.  For  my  part,  I am,  thanks  be  to 
God,  at  this  Inftant,  in  fuch  a Condition,  that 
lam  ready  to  diflodge,  whenever  it  fhall  pleafe 
him,  without  any  manner  of  Regret.  I difin- 
gage  my  felf  throughout,  from  all  worldly  Re- 
lations, my  Leave  is  foon  taken  of  all  but  my 
felf.  Never  did  any  one  prepare  to  bid  Adieu 
to  the  World  more  abfolutely  and  purely,  and 
to  fhake  Hands  with  all  manner  of  intereft 
in  it,  than  I expe<ft  to  do.  The  deadeft  Deaths 
are  the  beft. 

mifery  O mifery  ( aiunt ) ontn'm  ademit  latent. 1.  3. 

Una  dies  infefta  mibi  tot  pramia  vita  ; 

Wretch  that  I am  (they  cry)  one  fatal  Day 
So  many  Joys  of  Life  has  fnatch’d  away. 

And 
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And  the  Builder, 

JEntid.l  4." manent  (dit  il)  opera  interrupt  a,  mitueqtte 

Murorum  ingentes , aquataque  macbina  Casio. 

Stupendious  Piles  (fays  he)  negle&ed  lie 
And  Tow’rs,  whofe  Pinacles  do  pierce  the  Sky. 

A Man  muft  defign  nothing  that  will  require 
fo  much  Time  to  the  finifhing,  or  at  leaft  with 
no  fuch  paflionate  Defire  to  fee  it  brought  to 
Perfe&ion.  We  are  born  to  A&ion. 

m»r.iib*\.  ^um  moriar  medium  folvar  & inter  of  us. 

Ei>g.  10.  WhenDeath  /hall  come,he  me  will  doubtlefs  find 
Doing  of  fomething  that  I had,  defign’d. 

I would  always  have  a Man  to  be  doing,  and  as 
much  as  in  him  lies,  to  extend,  and  fpin  out  the 
Offices  of  Life  > and  then  let  Death  take  me 
planting  Cabbages,  but  without  any  careful 
Thought  of  him,  and  much  lefs  of  my  Garden’s 
not  being  finiffied.  I faw  one  die,  who  at  his  laft 
Gafp,feem’d  to  be  concern’d  at  nothing  fo  much, 
as  that  Deftiny  was  about  to  cut  the  Thread 
of  a Chronicle  Hiftory  he  was  then  compiling, 
when  he  was  gone  no  farther  than  the  fifteenth 
or  fixteenth  of  our  Kings. 

Lucres.  I j.  Illud  in  hu  rebus  non  addunt , nec  tibi  earum 
Jam  dejiderium  rerum , fuperinfidet  una. 

They  tell  us  not,  that  dying  we’ve  no  more 
The  fame  Defires  and  Thoughts  that  heretofore. 

We  are  to  difeharge  our  felves  from  thefe  vul- 
gar and  hurtful  Humours  and  Concerns.  To 
this  Purpofe  it  was,  that  Men  firft  appointed 

the 
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the  places  of  Sepulture,  and  Dormitories  of  the 
Dead,  near  adjoyning  to  the  Churches,  and  in 
the  moft  frequent  places  of  the  City,  to  accu- 
ftom  (fays  Lycurgus ) the  Common  People,  Wo- 
men and  Children,  that  they  Ihould  not  be  ftart- 
led  at  the  fight  of  a dead  Corps  ,•  and  to  the  end, 
that  the  continual  Obje&s  of  Bones,  Graves, 
Monuments,  and  Funeral  Obfequies  Ihould  put 
us  in  mind  of  our  frail  condition. 

JQuinetiam  exhilarate  viris  convivia  cade  siliut  It  a. 

Mo  s olim,  dr-  mifcere  epulis  fpeSacula  dir  a littu,l.  ir. 

Cert  at  um  ferro , [ape  dr"  fuper  ipfa  cadent  um 

Tocula , refperjis  non  parco  [anguine  menfis. 

’Twas  therefore  that  the  Ancients  at  their  Feafts 
With  tragick  Obje&s  us’d  to  treat  their  Guefts, 

Making  their  Fencers  with  their  utmoft  Spite, 

Skill,  Force,  and  Fury,  in  their  prefence  fight. 

Till  ftreams  of  Blood  of  thofe  at  laft  muft  fall, 

Dafh’d  o’er  their  Tables,  Difhes,  Cups  and  all. 

And  as  the  Egyptians  after  their  Feafts  were  wont 
to  prefent  the  Company  with  a great  Image  of 
Death , by  one  that  cry’d  out  to  them.  Drink  and 
he  merry , for  fuch  jh alt  thou  he  when  thou  art  dead ; 
fo  it  is  my  Cuftom  to  have  Death  not  only  in 
my  Imagination,  but  continually  in  my  Mouth; 
neither  is  there  any  thing  of  which  I am  fo  in- 
quifuive,  and  delight  to  inform  my  felf,  as  the 
manner  of  Mens  Deaths,  their  Words,  Looks, 
and  Geftures , nor  any  Places  in  Hiftory  I am 
fo  intent  upon  ; and  it  is , manifeft  enough,  by 
my  crowding  in  Examples  of  this  kind,  that  I 
have  a particular  fancy  for  that  Subjeri.  If  I 
were  a Writer  of  Books,  I would  compile  a Re- 
gifter  with  a Comment  of  the  various  Deaths  of 

Men 
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Men,  and  it  could  not  but  be  ufeful,  for  who 
fhould  teach  Men  to  die,  would  at  the  fame 
time  teach  them  to  live.  Dictarchus  made  one, 
to  which  he  gave  that  Title;  but  it  was  defign’d 
for  another,  and  lefs  profitable  end.  Peradven- 
ture  feme  one  may  objed:,  and  fay,  that  the 
Pain  and  Terror  of  Dying  indeed  does  fo  infi- 
nitely exceed  all  manner  of  imagination,  that 
the  beft  Fencer  will  be  quite  out  of  his  Play 
when  it  comes  to  the  Pulh  : but  let  them  fay 
what  they  will,  to  premeditate  is  doubtlefs  a ve- 
ry great  Advantage ; and  befides,  is  it  nothing 
to  come  fo  far,  at  leaft,  without  any  vifible  Di- 
fturbance  or  Alteration  ? But  moreover,  Nature 
her  felf  does  aflift  and  encourage  us.  If  the 
Death  be  fudden  and  violent,  we  have  not  Iei- 
fure  to  fear  ; if  otherwife,  I find,  that  as  I en- 
gage further  in  my  Difeafe,  I naturally  enter  in- 
to a certain  loathing  and  difdain  of  Life.  I find 
I have  much  more  ado  to  digeft  this  Refolution 
of  dying  when  I am  well  in  health  than  when 
fick,  languilhing  of  a Fever ; and  by  how  much 
I have  lefs  to  do  with  the  Commodities  of  Life, 
by  reafon  I even  begin  to  lofe  the  ufe  and  Plea- 
fure  of  them,  by  fo  much  I look  upon  Death 
with  lefs  Terror  and  Amazement ; which  makes 
me  hope,  that  the  further  I remove  from  the 
firft,  and  the  nearer  I approach  to  the  latter,  I 
fhall  fooner  ftrike  a Bargain,  and  with  lefs  Un- 
willingnefs  exchange  the  one  for  the  other. 
And,  as  I have  experimented  in  other  Occur- 
rences, that,  as  Cafar  fays,  things  often  appear 
greater  to  us  at  a diftance  than  near  at  hand,  I 
have  found,  that  being  well,  I have  had  Difea- 
fes  in  much  greater  Horror  than  when  really 
afflifted  with  them.  The  Vigour  wherein  I now 
am,  and  the  Jollity  and  Delight  wherein  I now 

live. 
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live,  make  the  contrary  Eftate  appear  in  fo  greaf 
a Difproportion  to  my  prefent  Condition;  that 
by  Imagination  I magnify  and  make  thofe  In- 
conveniences twice  greater  than  they  are,  and 
apprehend  them  to  be  much  more  troublefome, 
than  I find  them  really  to  be,  when  they  lie  the 
moft  heavy  upon  me,  and  I hope  to  find  Death 
the  fame.  Let  us  but  obferve  in  the  ordinary 
Changes  and  Declinations,  our  Conftitution$ 
daily  fuffer  ; how  Nature  deprives  us  of  all  Sight 
and  Senfe  of  our  bodily  Decay.  What  remain^ 
to  an  old  Man  of  the  Vigour  of  his  Youth  anc} 
better  Days  ? 


Hett  fenibus  vita  fortio  quanta  manet  ? 

Alas ! to  Men  of  youthful  Heat  bereft. 
How  fmall  a Portion  of  Life  is  left  ? 


CtrnGtlf. 
vd  po‘h_t 
Maxim:  ay 


Cafar,  to  an  old  Weather-beaten  Soldier  of  his 
Guards,  who  came  to  ask  him  Leave  that  he 
might  kill  himfelf,  taking  Notice  of  his  wither’d 
Body,  and  decrepid  Motion,  pleafantly  anfwe- 
red,  Thou  fanciefi  then  that  thou  art  yet  alive. 
Should  a Man  fall  into  the  Aches  and  Iippocen-* 
cies  of  Age,  from  a fpritely  and  vigorous  Youtty 
on  the  fudden,  I do  not  think  Humanity  capa- 
ble of  enduring  fuch  a Change  : but  Nature 
leading  us  by  the  Hand,  an  ealv,  and  as  it  were 
an  infenfible  Pace,  Step  by  Step,  conducts  us  to 
that  miferable  Condition,  and  by  that  Means 
makes  it  familiar  to  us,  fo  that  we  perceive  nor? 
nor  are  fenfible  of  the  Stroak  then,  when  oyr 
Youth  dies  in  us,  though  it  be  really  a harder 
Death,  than  the  .final  Diffolution  of  a languid}  - 
ing  Body,  which  is  only  the  Peath  of  old  Age, 
forafmuch  as  the  Fall  is  not  lb  great  from  ?n  un- 
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eafy  Being  to  none  at  all,  as  k is  from  a 
fpritely  and  florid  Being,  to  one  that  is  unweil- 
dy  and  painful.  The  Body,  when  bow’d  be* 
yond  its  natural  Spring  o,f  Strength,  has  lefs 
Force  either  to  rife  with,  or  fdpport  aBurthenj 
and  it  is  with  the  Soul  the  fame,  and  therefore 
it  is,  that  we  are  to  raife  her  up  . firm  and  erecfc 
againft  the  Power  of  this  Adverfary  : For,  as  it 
is  impofiible  (he  (bould  ever  be  at  Reft,  or  at 
Peace  within  her  felf,  whilft  (he  ftands  in  Fear 
of  it,*  foif  (he  once  can  allure  her  felf,  (he  may 
boaft  (which  is  a Thing  as  it  were  above  humane 
Condition)  that  it  is  impoflible  that  Difquier, 
Anxiety,  or  Fear,  or  any  other  Difturbance, 
(hould  inhabit,  or  have  any  Place  in  her. 

fjort  ( j 3>  Non  vultus  in  ft  ant  is  tyranni 
Odt  3.  Mente  yuatit  folida,  neque  Aufier 
Dux  inquieti  turbidus  Adr'uey 
Nec fulminant  is  magna  Jovis  man  us. 

A Soul  well  fettled  is  not  to  be  (hook 
With  an  incenfed  Tyrant’s  threatning  Look 
Nor  can  loud  Aufier  once  that  Heart  difmay, 

The  ruffling  Prince  of  ftormy  Adria  ; 

Nor  yetth’advanced  Hand  of  mighty  Jove , 
Though  charg’d  with  Thunder,  fuch  a Temper 
move. 

She  is  then  become  Sovereign  of  all  her  Lufts 
and  Paflions,  Miftrefs  of  Neceflity,  Shame,  Po- 
verty, and  all  the  other  Injuries  of  Fortune.  Lee 
us  therefore,  as  many  of  us  as  can,  get  this  Ad- 
vntage,  which  is  the  true  and  fovereign  Liberty 
here  on  Earth,  and  that  fortifies  us  wherewithal 
to  defy  Violence  and  Injuflice,  and  to  con- 
temn Prifons  and  Chains. 

— in 
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Compe  dibus , (<evote  Jub  cuftode  tenebo.  Efifl.  16. 

Ipfe  Deus  ftmul  atque  volant , me  folvet , opinor , • 

Hoc  fentit,  mortar : mors  ultima  lima  rerum  eft. 

With  rugged  Chains  I’ll  load  thy  Hands  and 
And  to  a furly  Keeper  thee  commit  ; (Feet, 

Why  let  him  fhow  his  worft  of  Cruelty, 

God  will,  I think,  for  asking,  fet  me  free : 

Ay,.  but  he  thinks  I’ll  die  ; that  Comfort  brings. 

For  Death’s  the  utmoft  Line  of  humane  Things. 

t ' 

Our  very  Religion  it  felf  has  no  furer  humane  T{je  Cofl, 
Foundation  than  the  Contempt  of  Death.  Not  tempt  of  * 
only  the  Argument  of  Reafon  invites  us  to  it ; Dc«h,  « 
for  why  fhould  we  fear  to  lofe  a Thing,  which  E5rt,i"  . * 
being  loft,  can  never  be  mifs’d  or  lamented  ? onofReT 
but  alfo  feeing  that  we  are  threatned  by  fo  ma-  jigion. 
ny  Sorts  of  Deaths,  is  it  not  infinitely  worfe  e- 
temally  to  fear  them  all,  than  once  to  undergo 
one  of  them  ? And  what  matter  is  it  when  it 
lhall  happen,  fince  it  is  once  inevitable  ? To 
him  that  cold  SocrateSy  The  thirty  Tyrants  have  f in- 
tend d thee  to  Death  ; and  Nature  them , faid  he. 

What  a ridiculous  Thing  it  is  to  trouble  ancf 
afflict  our  felves  about  taking  the  only  Step  that 
is  to  deliver  us  from  all  Mifery  and  Trouble  ? 

As  our  Birth  brought  us  the  Birth  of  all  Things, 
fo,  in  our  Death,  is  the  Death  of  all  Things 
included.  And  therefore  to  lament  and  take 
on,  that  we  fliall  not  be  alive  a hundred  Years 
hence,  is  the  fame  Folly  as  to  be  forry  we  were 
not  alive  a hundred  Years  ago.  Death  is  the 
Beginning  of  another  Life.  So  did  we  weep, 
and  fo  much  it  coft  us  to  enter  into  this,  and  fo 
did  we  put  off  our  former  Veil  in  ending  into 
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it.  Nothing  can  be  grievous  that  is  but  once, 
and  is  it  reafonable  - to  long  to  fear  a Thing, 
that  will  fo  foon  be  difpatch’d  ? Long  Life  and 
fhort,  are  by  Death  made  all  one ; for  there  is 
no  long,  nor  fhort,  to  Things  that  are  no  more. 

• Arifiotle  tells  us-that  there  are  certain  little  Beafts 
upon  the  Banks  of  the  River  Hypanis , that  never 
live  above  a Day  : they  which  die  at  eight  of  the 
Clock  in  the  Morning,  die  in  their  Youth,  and 
thofe  that  die  at  five  in  the  Evening,  in  their  ex- 
treamerft  Age : Which  of  us  would  not  laugh  to 
lee  this  Moment  of  Continuance  put  into  the 
Confideration  of  Weal  or  Woe  ? The  moft, 
and  the  leaft  of  ours,;  in  Comparifon  of  Eter- 
nity, or  yet  to  the  Duration  of  Mountains,  Ri- 
vers, Stars,  Trees,  and  even  of Lome  Animals,  is 
no  lefs  ridiculous.  But  Nature  compels  Us  to  it  ,* 

. Go  out  of  tbit  World,  fays  fie,  as  you  enter'd  into  it  ; 
the  farm  Ydfs  you  made  from  Death  to  Life , without 
Yajfion  or.  Fear,  the  fame,  after  the  fame  manner,  re- 
peat from  Life  to  Death.  Your  Death  is  aPart  of 
the  Order  of  the  Univerfe,  ’tis  a Part  of  the 

Life  of  the  World.  > : : < 

. ) ,,  . . . • • ( 

Liter et ,l.i.  — — Inter  fe  mor tales  mutua  v 'vvunt , 

Et  epuafi  curjores  -vita  lampada  tradunt . * 

*'  •'  ’ - . . t 

AH u ding  Mortals  amongft  themfelves  by  turns  do  live, 
\keni4*  A‘  And  Life’s  bright  Torch  to  the  next  Runner  give. 

Games  ■ . : . 

wherein  thofe  that  mn  a Race,  carried  Torches  in  their  Hands;  and 
the  Race  being  done,  tlelivei’d  them  into  the  Hands  of  thole  who 
were  to  fuiincxt.  . , •*'  . 

’Tis  the  Condition  of  your  Creation  ; Death 
is  a Part  of  you,  and  whilft  you  endeavour  to 
evade  it,  you  avoid  your  (elves*.  This  very  Be- 
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ine  of  yours  that  you  now  enjoy,  is  equally 
divided  betwixt  Life  and  Death.  The  Day  of 
your  Birth,  is  one  Day’s  Advance  towards  the 

Grave. 


Frima , qua  vitam  dedity  bora»  carpjit. 

The  Hour  that  gave  of  Life  the  Benefit, 
Did  alfo  a whole  Hour  fhorten  it. 


Senec.  fitr. 
fur, chor ,3. 


I 


1 :r  ,i(V>  V'  * ' , • * 

Nafcentes  morimur,  fini/tjut  db  mgine  fendet.  ’ ManiUfi. 

• . v. • •!  * 

As  we  are  born,  we  die,  and  our  Lifes  End 
Upon  our  Life’s  Beginning  does  depend. 

l •;  • I*  ‘ 

All  the  whole  Time  you  live;  you  purloin  from 
Life,  and  live  at  the  Expence  of  Life  it  lelt,  the 
perpetual  Work  of  our  whole  Life,  is  but  to 
lay  the  Foundation  of  Death  ; you  are  in  Death 
whilft  vou  live,  becaufe  you  (fill  are  after  Death, 
when  you  are  no  more  alive.  Or  if  you  had 
rather  have  it  fo,  you  are  dead  after  Life,  but 
dying  all  the  while  you  live  ,•  and  Death  han- 
ples  the  dying  much  more  rudely  than  the 
dead.  If  you  have  made  your  Proht  ol  Lite, 
you  have  had  enough  of  it,  go  your  Way 
fatisfied.  i-.  • ’ . 


Cur  non  ut  f Units  vita  con-viva  recedis.  Lucret .A3 . 

Why  fliould’ft  thou  not  go,  like  a full  gorg  d 
Gueit,  t 

Stated  with  Life,  as  he  is  with  aFeaft  ? 

If  you  have  not  known  how  to  make  the  beft 
Ufe  of  it,  and  if  it  was  unprofitable  to  you,  what 
need  you  care  to  lofe  it ; to  what  End  would  you 

defire  longer  to  keep  it  ? 
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JM'  — cur  amplius  adder e quarts  ( omne ) 

Rurfurn  quod  pereat  male  dr  ingratum  occidat  ? 

And  why  renew  thy  Time,  to  what  Intent, 

Live  o’er  again  a Life  that  was  ill  fpent  ? 

Life  in  it  felf  is  neither  good  nor  evil,  it  is  the 
Scene  of  good  or  evil,  as  you  make  it ; and  if 
you  have  liv’d  a Day,  you  have  feen  all } one 
Day  is  equal,  and  like  to  all  other  Days ; there 
is  no  other  Light,  no  other  Shade,  this  very  Sun, 
this  Moon,  thefe  very  Stars,  this  very  Order 
and  Revolution  ofThings,  is  the  fame  your  An- 
ceftors  enjoy’d,  and  that  fhall  alfo  entertain 
your  Pofterity. 

Lueret.  vel  Non  alium  videre  pat  res,  aliumve  ncpotes 

M mil-  Afpichnt. 

Your  Grandfires  faw  no  other  Things  of  old. 

Nor  (hall  your  Nephews  other  Things  behold. 

And  come'the  word  that  can  come,  the  Diftribu-r 
tion  and  Variety  of  all  the  A<ds  of  my  Comedy, 
" is  perform’d  in  a Year.  If  you  have  obferv’d 
the  Revolution  of  the  four  Seafons,  they  com- 
prehend the  Infancy,  Youth,  Virility,  and  old 
Age  of  the  World.  The  Year  has  play’d  his 
Part,  and  knows  no  other  Way,  has  no  new 
Farce,  but  muft  begin,  and  repeat  the  fame  a- 
gain  i it  will  always  be  the  fame  Thing. 

Lutrt'll.  3.  Verfamur  ibidem , atque  infumus  ufque. 

Where  dill  we  plot,  and  dill  contrive  in  vain  ; 

For  in  the  fame  State  dill  we  do  remain 

Atqut 
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Atqueinfe  fua  per  veftigia  vdvitur  Annus.  tfr  Garg. 

L 2. 

By  its  own  Foot-fteps  led,  the  Year  doth  bring 
Both  Ends  together  in  an  annual  Ring. 

Time  is  not  refolv’d  to  create  you  any  new 
Recreations. 

Nam  tibi  praterea  quod  machinery  invent amq;  Lucrtt . / 3 . 

J^uod  placeat  nihil  eft  : eadem  funt  omnia  femper. 

More  Pleafures  than  are  made  Time  will  not 
frame. 

For  to  all  Times,  all  Things  fliall  be  fame. 

Give  Place  to  others,  as  others  have  given 
Place  to  you.  Equality  is  the  Soul  of  Equity, 
lyho  can  complain  of  being  comprehended  in 
the  fame  Deftiny  wherein  all  Things  are  in- 
volv’d ? Befides,  live  as  long  as  you  can,  you 
fhall  by  that  nothing  fliorteq  the  Space  you  are 
to  lie  dead  in  the  Grave  ; ’tis  all  to  no  purpofej 
you  fliall  be  every  whit  as  long  in  the  Condi- 
tion vou  fo  much  fear,  as  if  you  had  died  at 
Nurfe. 

licet  quct  vis  vivendo  vincerefeclat  ibidem 

Mors  aterna  tamcn , nihilominus  ilia  manebit. 

And  live  as  many  Ages  as  you  will, 

Death  ne’erthelefs  fliall  be  eternal  (till. 

And  yet  I will  place  you  in  fuch  a Condition  as 
you  fhall  have  no  Reafon  to  bedifpleafed  ,• 

In  vera  nefcis  nullum  fore  morte  alium  ft  ibidem. ' 
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Qui  pojfit  vivas  tibi  te  lugere  peremptum, 

Stanfque  jacentem. 

When  dead,  a living  Self  thou  canft  not  have 
Dr  to  lament,  or  trample  on  thy  Grave;  ; . ) 

Nor  (hall  you  fo  much  as  wi(h  for  the  Life  you 
are  fo  concern’d  about. 

tluierf.  jVfc  Jibi  enitn  quifquam  turn  fe  viitamq;  requirit, 

Nec  dcfiderium  nofiri  nos  afficit  ullum . 

Life,  nor  our  felves,  we  wi(h  in  thatEftate, 

Nor  Thoughts  of  what  we  were  at  firft  create. 

Death  were  lefs  to  be  fear’d  than  Nothing,  if 
there  could  be  any  Thing  lefs  than  Nothing. 

. • * • # • » ' ’ i 

tmlto  mortem  minus  ad  nos  ejfe  putandum , * 

wdcm.  5,  minus  ejfe  poiejl  quant  quod  nihil  efj'e  videmus. 

If  lefs  than  Nothing  any  Thing  can  (hew,  ffo- 
Death  then  would  both  appear,  and  wou’d  be 

Neither  can  it  any  way  concern  yUu,  whether 
you  are  living  or  dead  ; Living,  by  reafon  that 
you  are  (till  in  Being  ,•  Dead,  becaufe  you  are 
no  more.  Moreover,  no  one  dies  before  his 
Hour ; and  the  Time  you  leave  behind  was  no 
more  yours,  than  that  was  laps’d  and  gone  before 
you  came  into  the  World  ; nor  does  it  any  more 
concern  you.  , 

Aefpice  enitn  quam  nil  ad  nos  ante  a eta  vetuflas 
iliittn.  Temporis  at  term  fuerit. 

Look  back  and  thb*  Times  paft  eternal  were. 

In  thofe  before  us,  yet  we  had  no  Share. 

i . . . . • • 

* - Where- 
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Where-ever  your  Life  ends,  it  is  all  there ; 
neither  does  the  Utility  of  living  confift  in  the 
Length  of  Days,  but  in  the  well  husbanding 
and  improving  of  Time,  and  filch  in  one  may 
have  been,  who  has  longer  continued  in  the 
World,  than  the  ordinary  Age  of  Man ; that  has 
yet  liv’d  but  a little  while.  Make  ufe  of  Time 
while  it  is  prefent  with  you.  It  depends  upon 
your  Will,  and  not  upon  the  Number  of  Days,to 
have  a fufficientLength  of  Life.  Is  it  poflible  you 
can  ever  imagine  to  arrive  at  the  Place  towards 
which  you  are  continually  going  ? and  yet  there 
is  no  Journey  but  hath  its  End.  But  .if  Compa- 
ny will  make  it  more  pleafant,  or  more  eafy  to 
you,  does  not  all  the  World  go  the  felf  lame 


—omnia  te  vita  perfunEla  fequentur. 

When  thou  art  dead,  let  this  thy  Comfort  be. 
That  all  the  World,  by  turn,  mult  follow  thee. 

Does  not  all  the  World  dance  the  fame  Brawl 
that  you  do  ? Is  there  any  Thing  that  does  not 
grow  old  as  well  as  you  ? A thoufand  Men,  a 
thoufand  Animals,  and  a thoufand  other  Crea- 
tures die  at  the  fame  Moment  that  you  expire. 

Mam  nox  nulla  diem,  neque  noEtem  aurora  fe  cut  a eft, 
J§>uee  non  audierit  miftos  vagitibus  tegris  1 

Floratus , mortis  comites,  & funeris  atri. 

No  Night  fucceeds  the  Day,  nor  Mornings 
Light) 

Rifes,  to  chafe  the  fullen  Shades  of  Night ; 
Wherein  there  is  not  heard  the  difmal  Groans 
Of  dying  Men,  mix’d  with  the  woful  Moans 
Of  living  Friends,  as  alfo  with  the  Cries 
And  Dirges  fitting  Fun’ral  Obfequies. 

: « ‘ * ~ ' ' ' " * ‘ * • To 
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To  what  End  fhould  you  endeavour  to  avoid, 
nnlefc  there  were  a Poffibility  to  evade  it  ? you 
have  feen  Examples  enough  of  thofe  who 
have  receiv’d  fo  great  a Benefit  by  Dying,  as 
thereby  to  be  manifeftly  deliver’d  from  infallible 
Miferies,*  but  have  you  talkt  with  any  of  thofe 
who  have  feared  a Difadvantage  by  it  ? It  mull 
therefore  needs  be  very  foolifh  to  condemn  a 
Thing  you  neither  experimented  in  your  own 
Perfon,  nor  by  that  of  any  other.  Why  (fays 
Nature)  doft  thou  complain  of  me  and  Deftiny? 
Do  we  do  thee  any  Wrong  ? Is  it  for  thee  to 
govern  us,  or  for  us  to  difpofe  of  thee  ? Tho’ 
peradventurethy  Age  may  not  be  accomplifti’d, 
yet  thy  Life  is.  A Man  of  low  Stature  is  as 
much  a Man  as  a Giant ; neither  Men  nor  their 
their  Lives,  are  mealur’d  by  the  Ell.  Chiron  re- 
fus’d to  be  immortal,  when  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  Conditions  under  which  he  was  to  en- 
joy it,  by  the  God  of  Time  itfelf,  and  its  Dura- 
tion, his  Father  Saturn.  Do  but  ferioully  conli- 
der  how  much  more  infupportable  an  immor- 
tal and;  painful  Life  would  be  to  Man  than  what 
1 have  already  defign’d  him.  If  you  had  not 
Death  to  eafe  you  of  your  Pains  and  Cares,  you 
would  eternally  curie  me  for  having  depriv’d 
you  of  the  Benefit  of  Dying.  I have,  ’tis.  true, 
mixt  a little  Bitternefs  with  ir,  to  the  End,  that 
feeing  of  what  Conveniency  and  Ufe  it  isj  you 
might  not  too  greedily  and  indifcreetly  feek  and 
embrace  it  : And  that  you  might  be  fo  eftabli- 
Ihed  in  this  Moderation,  as  neither  to  naufeate 
Life,  nor  have  any  Antipathy  for  dying,  which 
I have-  decreed  you  (hall  once  do,  I have  term- 
per’d  the  one  and  the  other  betwixt  Pleafure 
• and  Pain  : and  ’twas  I that  firft  taught  Toales, 
the  molt  eminent  of  all  your  Sages,  that  to  live 

and 
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and  to  die  were  indifferent ; which  made  him 
very  wifely  anfwer  him  who  ask’d  him.  Why 
then  did  he  not  die  ? becaufe  (fays  he)  it  is  in - 
different.  The  Elements  of  Water,  Earth,  Fire, 
and  Air,  and  the  other  Parts  of  this  Creation  of 
thine,  are  no  more  the  Inftruments  of  thy  Life 
than  they  are  of  thy  Death.  Why  doft  thou  fear 
thy  laft  Day,  it  contributes  no  more  to  thy  Dif- 
folution  than  every  one'of  the  reft  ? The  laft  Step 
is  not  the  Caufe  of  Laflitude,  it  does  but  con- 
fefs  it.  Every  Day  travels  towards  Death,  the 
laft  only  arrives  at  it.  Thefe  are  the  good  Lef- 
fons  our  Mother  Nature  teaches.  I have  often 
confider’d  with  myfelf  whence  it  fhould  proceed, 
that  in  War,the  Image  of  Death, whether  we  look 
upon  it  as  to  our  own  particular  Danger,  or  that 
of  another,  fhould  without  Comparifon  ^appear 
lefs  dreadful  than  at  Home  in  our  ownHoufes, 

(for  if  it  were  not  fo,  it  would  be  an  Army  of 
whining  Milk-fops)  and  that  being  ftill  in  all 
Places  the  fame,  there  fhould  be  notwitftanding 
much  more  Aflurance  in  Peafants  and  the  mean- 
er Sort  of  People,  than  others  of  better  Quali- 
lity  and  Education ; and  I do  verily  believe, 
that  it  is  thofe  terrible  Ceremonies  and  Prepa- 
rations whewith  we  fet  it  our,  that  more  terri- 
fy us,  than  the  Thing  it  felf  ,•  a new  quite  con- 
trary Way  of  Living,  the  Cries  of  Mothers, 

Wives,  and  Children,  the  Vifits  of  aftoniih’d 
and  afflitfted  Friends,  the  Attendance  of  pale 
and  blubber’d  Servants,  a dark  Room  fet  round 
with  burning  Tapers , our  Beds  environed 
with  Phyficians.  and  Divines ; in  fum,  nothing 
but  Ghoftlinefs  and  Horror  round  about  us, 
render  it  fo  formidable,  that  a Man  almoft  fan- 
cies himfelf  dead  and  buried  already.  Children 
are  afraid  even  of  thofe  they  love  beft,  and  are 
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beft  acquainted  with,  when  difguis’d  in  a Vizor,, 
and  fo  are  we  3 the  Vizor  muft  be  remov’d  as  well 
from  Things  as  Perfons  ,•  which  being  taken  a- 
way,  we  /hall  find  nothing  underneath  but  the 
very  fame  Death  that  a mean  Servant,  or  a poor 
Chamber-maid  died  a Day  or  two  ago,  without 
any  manner  of  Apprehenfion  or  Concern.  Hap; 
py  therefore  is  the  Death  that  deprives  us  of  the 
Leifure  to  prepare  Things  requifite  for  this  un- 
neceffary  Pomp,  a Pomp  that  only  renders  that 
more  terrible,  which  ought  not  to  be  fear’d, 
and  that  no  Man  upon  Earth  canpoffibly  avoid; 


CHAP.  XX. 
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Of  the  Force  oj  Imagination.  / • 

■ ’ 'Si  .*#*11,  • * * 

t ,r  . 

FOrtis  Imaginatio  generat  cafurn,  A flrong  Ima- 
gination begets  Accident,  fay  the  School- 
men. I am  one  of  thofe  who  . are  moll  fenfible 
of  the  Power  of  Imagination  : Every  one  Ts  ju- 
ftled,  but  fome  are  overthrown  by  it.  It  has  a 
very  great  Impreffion  upon  me  ; and  I make  k 
my  Bufinefs  to  avoid  wanting  Force  to  refill  it. 

I could  live  by  the  foie  Help  of  healthful  and 
jolly  Company.  The  very  Sight  of  another’s 
Pain,  does  materially  work  upon  me,  and  I na- 
turally ufurp  the  Senfe  of  a third  Pcrfon  to 
fhare  with  him  in  his  Torment.  A perpetual 
Cough  in  another , tickles  my  Lungs  and 
Throat.  I more  unwillingly  vifit  the  Sick  I love, 
and  am  by  Duty  interefted  to  look  after,  than 
thofe  I care  not  for,  and  from  whom  I have  no 
Expe&ation.  I take  Pofieffion  of  the  Difeafe 
I am  concern’d  at,  and  lay  it  too  much  to  Heart, 
and  do  not  at  all  wonder  that  Fancy  fhould  diftri* 
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bute  Fevers,  and  fometimeskill  fuch  as  allow  too 
much  Scope,  and  are  too  willing  to  entertain  it. 

Simon  Thomas  was  a great  Phyfician  of  his  Time  ; 

I remember,  that  hapning  one  Day  at  Tholouzjtt 
to  meet  him  at  a rich  old  Fellow’s  Houfe,  who 
was  troubled  with  naughty  Lungs,  and  dif- 
courfing  with  his  Patient  about  the  Method  of 
his  Cure,  he  told  him,  that  one  Thing  which 
would  be  very  conducing  to  it,  was,  to  give 
me  fuch  Occalion,  to  be  pleafed  with  his  Com- 
pany, that  I might  come  often  to  fee  him,  by 
which  Means,  and  by  fixing  his  Eyes  upon  the 
Frefhnefs  of  my  Complexion,  and  his  Imagi- 
nation upon  the  Sprightlinefs  and  Vigour  that 

f;lowed  in  my  Youth,  and  pofTeffing  all  his 
enfes  with  the  flourifhing  Age  wherein  I then 
was,  his  Habit  of  Body  might,  peradventure, 
be  amended,  but  he  forgot  to  fay  that  mine 
at  the  fame  time  might  be  made  worfe.  G alius 
Vibius  fo  long  cudgell’d  his  Brains  to  find  out 
the  Effence  and  Motions  of  Folly,  till  by  In- 
quifition,  in"  the  End,  he  went  diredly  out 
of  his  Wits,  and  to  fuch  a Degree,  that  he  could 
never  after  recover  his  Judgment  ; and  he 
might  brag  that  he  was  become  a Fool  by  too 
much  Wildom.  Some  there  are,  who  through 
Fear,  prevent  the  Hang-man  j like  him,  whofe 
Eyes  being  unbound,  to  have  his  Pardon  read 
to  him,  was  found  ftark  dead  upon  the  Scaffold, 
by  the  Stroak  of  Imagination.  We  ltart,  trem- 
ble, turn  pale,  and  blufh,  as  we  are  varioufly  I.mas,n,*> 
mov’d  By  Imagination,-  and  being  a-bed,  feel ({om 'dU'- 
our  Bodies  agitated  with  its  Power,  to  that  De-  eafes  and 
gree,  as  even  fometimes  to  expire.  And  boil-  Death, 
ing  Youth  when  faft  afleep,  grows  fo  waim 
with  Fancy,  as  in  a Dream  to  fatisfy  amorous 
Delires. 
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Ut  quafi  tranfaftis  [ape  omnibus  rebus , profundant 
Lutnt.l 4.  piummis  ingentes  fiuttux  'vefiemque  cruentent. 

Who  fanfies  gulling  Lies,  his  enflam’d  Mind 
Lays  his  Loves  Tribute  there,  where  not  defign’d. 

Although  it  be  no  new  thing  to  fee  Horns 
grown  in  a Night  on  the  Fore-head  of  one  that 
had  none  when  he  went  to  Bed  ; notwithftand- 
ing,  what  befel  Cyppus , a noble  Roman , is  very 
memorable ; who  having  one  day  been  a very 
delighted  Spedator  of  a Bull-baiting,  and  ha- 
ving all  the  night  dreamt  that  he  had  Horns  on 
his  Head,  did  by  the  force  of  Imagination,  really 
caufe  them  to  grow  there.  Paflion  made  the 
Son  of  Crcefus  to  {peak,  who  was  born  dumb,  by 
that  means  fupplying  him  with  fo  necelfary  a 
Faculty,  which  "Nature  had  deny’d  him.  And 
Antiochui  fell  into  a Fever,  inflam’d  with  the  Beau- 
ty of  Stratoniffa,  too  deeply  imprinted  in  his  Soul. 
Tliny  pretends  to  have  feen  Lucius  CroJJitius,  who 
from  a Woman  was  turned  into  a Man  upon  her 
very  Wedding-Day.  Vontanus , and  others,  report 
the  like  Metamorphofes  that  in  thefe  latter  days 
have  hapned  in  Italy , and  through  the  vehement 
Defire  of  him  and  his  Mother. 

Vota  puer  folvit,  qua  fcemina  voverat  lpbis. 

,W'  jpbis,  a Boy,  the  Vow  defray’d 

That  he  had  promis’d  when  a Maid. 

My  felf  patting  by  Vitryle  Francois,. a Town 
in  Champagne;  faw  a Man,  the  Bilhop  of  SoiJJons 
had  in  Confirmation,  call’d  German , whom  all 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Place  had  known  to  be  a 
Girl  till  two  and  twenty  Years  of  Age,  call’d 
Mary . He  was  at  the  time  of  my  being  there 
very  full  of  Beard,  Old,  and  not  Married,  who 
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told  us,  that  by  (training  hirafelf  in  a Leap,  his 
male  Inftruments  came  out,*  and  the  Maids  of 
that  Place  have  to  this  day  a Song,  wherein  they 
advile  one  another  not  to  take  too  great  Strides, 
for  fear  of  being  turn’d  into  Men,  as  Mary  Ger- 
man was.  It  is  no  wonder  if  this  fort  of  Acci- 
dent frequently  happen ; for  if  Imagination  have 
any  Power  in  fucn  things,  it  is  fo  continually 
and  vigoroufly  bent  upon  this  Subjed,  that  to 
the  end  it  may  not  fo  often  relapfe  into  the  fame 
Thought,  and  Violence  of  Defire,  it  were  bet- 
ter once  for  all  to  give  thefe  young  Wenches 
the  Things  they  long  for.  Some  flick  not  to 
attribute  the  Scars  of  King  Da^obert,  and  St.  Fran- 
cis, to  the  Force  of  Imagination  j and  it  is  faid, 
that  by  it  Bodies  will  fometimes  be  removed 
from  their  Places ; and  Celfus  tells  us  of  a Prieft 
whofc  Soul  would  be  ravilh’d  into  fuch  an 
Ecflafie,  that  the  Body  would,  for  a long  time 
remain  without  Senfe  or  Refpiration.  St.  Au- 
gufiine  makes  mention  of  another,  who,  upon  the 
hearing  of  any  lamentable  or  doleful  Cries,  would 
prefently  fall  into  a Swoon,  and  be  fo  far  out 
of  himfelf,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  call,  hollow 
in  his  Ears,  pinch,  or  burn  him,  till  he  volun- 
tarily came  to  himfelf ; and  then  he  would  fay 
that  he  had  heard  Voices  as  it  were  a far  off,  and 
did  feel  when  they  pinch’d  and  burn’d  him: 

And  to  prove  that  this  was  no  obftinate  Diffi- 
mulation  in  defiance  of  his  Senfe  of  Feeling,  it 
was  manifeft,  that  all  the  while  he  had  neither 
Pulfe  nor  Breathing.  ’Tis  very  probable,  that 
Vifions,  Enchantments,  that  all  Extraordinary 
Effe<fts  of  that  Nature,  derive  their  Credit  prin- 
cipally from  the  Power  of  Imagination,  work- 
ing and  making  its  chiefeft  Impreffion  upon 
vulgar  and  more  eafie  Souls,  whofe  Belief  is  fo 
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itrangely  impos’d  upon  as  to  think  they  fee  what 
they  do  not.  1 am  not  fatisfied,  and  make  a very 
great  Queftion,  Whether  thofe  pleafant  Liga- 
tures with  which  this  Age  of  ours  is  fo  fetter’d, 
and  there  is  almoft  no  other  Talk,  are  not  mere 
voluntary  Impreflions  of  Apprehenfion  and  fear, 
for  I know  by  experience,  in  the  Cafe  of  a par- 
ticular Friend  of  mine,  one  for  whom  I can  be 
as  Refponfible  as  for  my  felf,  and  a Man  that 
cannot  poffibly  fall  under  any  manner  of  Sufpi- 
cion  of  infufficiency,  and  as  little  of  being  en- 
chanted, who  having  heard  a Companion  of  his 
make  a Relation  of  an  unufual  Frigidity  that  fur- 
priz’d  him  at  a very  unfeafonable  time,  being 
afterwards  himfelf  engag’d  upon  the  fame  Ac- 
count, the  Horror  of  the  former  Story  on  a hid- 
den fo  ftrangely  polfefs’d  his  Imagination,  that 
he  ran  the  fame  Fortune  the  other  had  done  * 
and  from  that  time  forward  (the  fcurvy  Re- 
membrance of  his  Difafter  running  in  his  Mind, 
and  tyrannizing  over  him)  was  extreamly  fub- 
je<a  to  Relapfe  into  the  fame  Misfortune.  He 
found  fome  Remedy,  however,  for  this  Incon- 
venience, by  himfelf  franckly  confeffing,  and 
declaring  before-hand  to  the  Party  with  whom 
he  was  to  have  to  do,  the  Subje&ionhe  lay  un- 
der, and  the  Infirmity  he  wasfubjed  to,  by  which 
means  the  Contention  of  his  Soul  was  in  fome  fort 
appeas’d  ; and  knowing  that  now  fome  fucfi 
Misbehaviour  was  expedted  from  him,  the  Re- 
llraint  upon  thofe  Faculties  grew  lefs,  and  be 
lefs  fuffer’d  by  it,  and  afterwards,  at  fuch  times 
as  he  could  be  in  no  fuch  Apprehenfion,  as  not 
being  about  any  fuch  A&  (his  Thoughts  being 
then  difengag’d  and  free,  and  his  Body  being  in 
its  true  and  natural  Eitate)  by  caufing  thofe 
parts  to  be  handled  3nd  communicated  to  the 
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Knowledge  of  others,  he  was  at  laft  totally 
freed  from  that  vexations  Infirmity.  After  a 
Man  has  once  done  a Woman  right,  he  is  never 
after  in  danger  of  mif-behaving  himfelf  with  that 
Perfon,  unlefs  upon  the  account  of  a manifeft 
and  inexcufable  Weaknefs.  Neither  is  this  Dif- 
after  to  be  fear’d,  but  in  Adventures  where  the 
Soul  is  over-extended  with  Defire  or  Refped,  and 
efpecially  where  we  meet  with  an  unexpected  Op- 
portunity that  requires  a fudden  and  quick  Dis- 
patch; and  in  thofe  Cafes,  there  is  nopoffible 
means  for  a Man  always  to  defend  himfelf  from 
fuch  a Surprize  as  Shall  put  him  damnably  out 
of  Countenance.  And  yet  I have  known  fome, 
who  have  fecured  themfelves  from  this  Mif- 
chance  by  coming  half  fated  elfe  where,  purpofe- 
ly  ro  abate  the  ardour  of  their  Fury ; and  others, 
who  by  being  grown  old,  find  themfelves  lefs 
impotent  by  being  lefs  ableand  particularly  one, 
who  found  an  Advantage  by  being  affur’d  by  a 
Friend  of  his,  that  had  a Counter-charm  againft 
certain  Enchantments  that  would  defend  him 
from  this  Difgrace.  The  Story  it  felf  is  not 
much  amifs,  and  therefore  you  Shall  have  it.  A 
Count  of  a very  great  Family,  and  with  whom 
I had  the  Honour  to  be  very  familiarly  intimate, 
being  married  to  a very  fair  Lady,  who  had 
formerly  been  pretended  to,  and  importunate- 
ly courted  by  one  who  was  invited  to,  and  pre- 
fent  at  the  Wedding : All  his  Friends  were  in 
very  great  Fear,  but  elpecially  an  old  Lady,  his 
Kinfwoman,  who  had  the  ordering  of  the  Solem- 
nity, and  in  whofe  Houfe  it  was  kept,  fufped- 
ing  his  Rival  would,  in  Revenge,  offer  foul  Play, 
and  procure  fome  of  thefe  kind  of  Sorceries  to 
put  a Trick  upon  him;  which  Fear  (lie  alio 
communicated  to  me,  who,  to  comfort  her,  had 
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her  not  trouble  her  fel£,  but  relie  upon  my  Care 
to  prevent  or  fruftrate  any  fuch  Efefigps.  Now  I 
had  by  chance,  about  me  a certain  Hat  Plate  of 
Gold  whereon  were  graven  fome  Ccelefiial  Fi- 
gures good  to  prevent  Frenzy  occafvonj’d  by.tha 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  or  for  any  Pains  of  the  Head ^ 
being  applied  to  the  Suture  ; whfsre,  ttyat  it 
might  the  better  remain  firm,  it  was  (owed,  to 
a Ribban  to  be  ryed;un.der  the, Chin.  A .^jpppery 
Cozen- German  to  this  of  which  I am  fpeaking, 
was  by  Jayuei  Pelletier , who  liv’d  in  my  Floufe, 
prefented  to  ipe  for  a fingular  Rarety,  and  a 
thing  of  Soverei^p  Veptue.  I had  a fancy  to  make 
fome  ufe  of  this  Knack,  and  therefore  private- 
ly told  the  Count,  that  he  might  poffibly  run 
the  fame  Fortune  other  Bridegrooms  had  fome- 
times  done;  efpecially  fome  Perfons  being  in  the 
Houfe,  who  no  doubt  would  be  glad  to  do  him 
fuch  a Courtefie,  but  let  him  boldly  go  to  Bed, 
for  I would  do  him  the  Office  of  a Friend,  and 
if  need  were,  would  not  fpare  a Miracle  that  if 
was  in  my  Power  to  do,  provided  he  would  en- 
gage to  me,  upon  his  Honour,  .to  keep  it  to 
himfelf,  and  only  when  they  came  to  bring  him 
ACuftomhis  Cawdle,  if  Matters  had  not  gone  well  with 
in  France  trim,  to  give  me  fuch  a Sign,  and  leave  the  reft 
rh/ivle  to  me-  Now  he  had  his  Ears  fo  batter’d,  and 
croom  V his  mind  fo  prepolfefs’d  with  the  eternal  Tattle 
Cawdle  in  of  this  Bufinefs,  that  when  he  came  to*t  he  did 
the  mid-  really  find  himfelf  tied  with  theTrouble  of  his  Ima- 
ni^hr  ^ &>Pati°n>  and  accordingly  at  the  time  appointed 
his  Wed-  gave  me  the  Sign : Whereupon,  I whifper’d  him 
ding  in  the  Ear,  That  he  fhould  rife  under  Pretence 
• mghr.  of  putting  us  out  of  the  Room,  and  after  a jefting 
manner  pull  my  Night-gown  fron>  my  Shoulders, 
throw  it  over  his  own,  and  there  keepit  till  hehad 
perform’d  what  I had  appointed  Jlim  to  do,  which 
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jwas,  that  when  we  were  all  gone  out  of  the  Cham- 
ber he  fhould  withdraw  to  make  water,  fhould 
three  timfcs  repeat  fuch  and  fuch  Words,  and 
as  often  do  fuch  and  fuch  Actions : That  at  every 
of  the  three  times  he  fhould  tie  the  Ribband  I put 
into  his  Hand  about  his  Middle,  and  be  fure  to 
place  the  Medal  was  faftned  to  it  ( the  Figures 
in  fuch  a Pbfture)  exadly  upon  his  Reins,  which 
being  done,  and  having  the  laft  of  the  three 
times  fo  well  girt  and  faff  tied  the  Ribban  that 
it  could  neither  untie  nor  flip  from  its  Place,  let 
him  confidently  return  to  hisBufinefs,  and  withal 
not  to  forget  to  fpread  my  Gown  upon  the  Bed, 
fo  thdt’k  might  be  fure  to  cover  them  both. 
*Thefe  ridiculous  Circumftances  are  the  main  of 
the  Effed,  our  fancy  being  fo  far  feduc’d,  as  to 
believe,  that  fo  ftrange  and  uncouth  Formalities 
tnuft  of  neceffity  proceed  from  fome  abftrufe 
Science.  Their  inanity  gives  them  Reverence  and 
Weight.  However,  certain  it  is,  that  my  Fi- 
gures approv’d  themfelves  more  Venerea?  than 
Solar , and  the  fair  Bride  had  no  realbn  to  com- 
plain. Nbw  I cannot  forbear  to  tell  you,  it  was 
a fudden  Whimfey,  mix’d  with  a little  Curio/icy, 
that  made  me  do  a thing  fo  contrary  fo  /jiy 
Nature,*  for  I am  an  Enemy  to  all  fubtile  and 
counterfeit  Adions,  and  abominate  all  manner 
of  Fraud,  though  it  be  but  for  fport ; for  though 
the  Adion  may  not  be  wicked  in  it  j'elf,  yet 
’tis  done  after  a wicked  manner.  Atnpjis,  King 
of  tsigyptj  married  Laodicea  n marvellous  beauti- 
ful Greek  Virgin,  who,  tho’  famous  for  his  Abi- 
lities ellewhere,  found  himfelf  quite  another 
Man  with  his  Wife,  and  could  by  no  means 
enjoy  her ; ,at  which  he  was  lb  enrag’d,  that; l*e 
threatned  to  kill  her,  fufpedipg  her  to,  be  n 
Witch.  As  ’tis  ufually  in  things  that  coqfili  an 
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Fancy,-  flie  put  him  upon  Devotion,  who  having 
accordingly  made  his  Vows  to  Venus,  he  found 
himfelf  divinely  reftor’d  the  very  firft  Night  af- 
ter his  Oblations  and  Sacrifices.  Now  in  plain 
truth.  Women  are  to  blame,  to  entertain  us 
with  that  difdainful,  coy,  and  angry  Counte- 
nance they  commonly  do,  which  extinguilhes 
our  Vigour,  as  it  kindles  our  Defire j which 
made  the  Daughter-in-Law  of  Pythagoras  to  fay. 
That  the  Woman  who  goes  to  Bed  to  a Man , muH  put 
off  her  M defty  with  her  Petticoat,  and  put  it  on  again 
with  the  fame.  The  Soul  of  the  Alfailant  being 
difturb’d  with  many  feveral  Alarms,  is  eafily 
aftonifh’d,  and  loon  lofes  the  Power  of  Perfor- 
mance j and  whoever  the  Imagination  has  once 
put  this  Trick  upon,  and  confounded  with  the 
Shame  of  it,  (and  fhe  never  does  it  but  at  the 
firft  Acquaintance,  by  reafon  Men  are  then 
More  ardent  and  eager,  and  as  fo  at  this  firft  Ac- 
count a Man  gives  of  himfelf  he  is  much  more 
timorous  of  milcarrying)  having  made  an  ill  Be- 
ginning, he  enters  into  fuch  Indignations  and 
Defpite  at  the  Accident,  as  will  in  following 
Opportunities  be  apt  to  remain,  and  continue 
him  in  the  fame  Condition.  As  to  what  concerns 
Alarried  People,  having  the  Year  before  them 
(as  we  fay)  they  ought  never  to  compel,  or  fo 
much  as  to  offer  at  the  Fear,  if  they  do  not  find 
themfelves  very  ready  : And  it  is  better  inde- 
cently to  fail  of  handfelling  the  Nuptial  Sheets, 
and  of  paying  the  Ceremony  due  to  the  Wed- 
ding-night, when  a Man  perceives  himfelf  full 
of  Agitation  and  Trembling,  expe&ing  another 
opportunity  at  a better  and  more  private  Leifure, 
when  his  Fancy  /ball  be  better  compos’d,  than  to 
make  himfelf  perpetually  miferable,  for  having 
mif-behav’d  himfelf,  and  being  baffled  at  the  firit 
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Affault.  Till  poffeffion  be  taken,  a Man  that 
knows  himfelf  fubjed  to  this  Infirmity,  fhould 
leifurely  and  by  degrees  make  feveral  little  tryals 
and  light  offers,  without  obftinately  attempting 
at  once  to  force  an  abfolute  conqueft  over  his 
own  mutinous  and  indifpos’d  Faculties  ,*  fuch  as 
know  their  members  to  be  naturally  obedient  to 
their  defires,  need  to  take  no  other  care  but  on- 
ly to  counterplot  their  Fancy.  The  indocile 
and  rude  liberty  of  this  fcurvy  Member,  is  fuffi- 
ciently  remarkable,  by  its  importunate,  unruly, 
and  unfe’afonable  tumidity  and  impatience,  at 
fuch  times  as  we  have  nothing  for  it  to  do,  and 
by  its  more  unfeafonable  ftupidity  and  difobedi- 
enpe,  when  we  Hand  moft  in  need  of  his  Vigour, 
fo  imperioufly  contefting  the  Authority  of  the 
Will,  and  with  fp  much  obftinacy  denying  all 
follicitation  both  of  Hand  and  Fancy.  And  yet 
though  his  Rebellion  is  fo  univerfally  complain’d 
of,  and  that  proofs  are  not  wanting  to  condemn 
him,  if  he  had  neverthelefs  fee’d  me  to  plead  his 
Caufe,  I fhould  peradventure  bring  the  reft  of 
his  fellow-members  into  ftifpicion  of  complot- 
ting  this  mifchief  againft  him,  out  of  pure  en- 
vy at  the  importance,  and  raviflfing  pleafure 
particular  to  his  Employment,  fo  as  to  have  by 
Confederacy  arm’d  the  whole  World  againft  him, 
by  malevolently  charging  him  alone  with  their 
common  offence.  For  let  any  one  confider, 
whether  there  is  any  one  Part  of  our  Bodies 
that  does  not  often  refufe  to  perform  its  Office 
at  the  Precept  of  the  Will,  and  that  does  not 
often  exercife  its  Fun&ion  in  defiance  of  her 
Command.  They  have  every  one  of  them  pro- 
per Paffions  of  their  own,  that  rouze  and  awake, 
ftupifie  and  benumb  them,  without  our  Leave 
pr  Confpnt.  How  often  do  the  involuntary 
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motions  of  the  Countenance  difcover  our  in- 
ward Thoughts,  and  betray  our  moft  private 
Secrets  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Standers  by  ? 
The  fame  Caufe  that  animates  this  Member,  does 
alfo,  without  our  Knowledge  , animate  the 
Lungs,  Pulfe  and  Heart,  the  fight  of  a pleafing 
ObjeA  imperceptibly  diffufing  a Flame  through 
all  our  Parts  with  a febrifick  motion.  Is  there 
nothing  but  thefe  Veins  and  Mufcles  that  fwell, 
and  flag  without  the  Confent,  not  only  of  the 
Will,  but  even  of  our  Knowledge  alfo  ? We  do 
not  command  our  Hairs  to  hand  on  end,  nor  our 
Skin  to  fiiivcr  either  with  Fear  or  Defire.  The 


Hands  often  convey  themfelves  to  Parts  to 
which  wc  do  not  direct  them.  The  Tongue  will 
be  interdict,  and  the  Voice  fometimes  fuffocated 
when  we  know  not  how  to  help  it.  When  we 
have  nothing  to  eat,  and  would  willingly  for- 
bid it,  the  Appetite  of  Eating  and  Drinking 
does  not  for  all  that  forbear  to  ilir  up  the  Parts 
that  are  fubjedied  to  it,  no  more  nor  lefs  than 
the  other  Appetite  we  were  fpeakingof,  and  in 
like  manner  does  as  unfeafonably  leave  us.  The 
VeffelS  that  ferVe  tp  difeharge  the  Belly  have 
their  proper  Dilatations  and  Compreflions,  with- 
out and  beyond  our  Intelligence,  as  well  as 
thefe  which  are  deftin’d  to  purge  rhe  Reins. 
And  that  which  to  juftifie  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Will,  St.  Augufiine  urges,  of  having  feen  a Man 
who  could  command  his  Back-fide  to  difeharge 
as  often  together  as  he  pleas’d,  and  that  Vives 
does  yet  fortilie  with  another  Example  in  his 
time  of  one  that  could  Fart  in  Tune,  does  no- 
thing fuppofe  any  more  pure  Obedience  of  that 
Part ; for  is  any  thing  commonly  more  tumul- 
tuary or  indifereet.  To  which  let  me  add,  that 
i.  my  felf  knew  one  fo  rude  and  ungovern'd,  as 
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fpr  forty  Years  together  made  his  Mafter-Vent 
with  one  continued  and  unintermitted  Hurri- 
cane, and’tis  like  will  do  till  he  expire  that  way, 
and  vanifh  jn  his  own  Smoak.  And  I could  hearti- 
lywith,  that  I only  knew  by  Reading,  how  oft 
a Man’s  Belly,,  by  the  Denial  of  one  (ingle  Puff, 
brings  him  to  the  very  door  of  an  exceeding 
painful  Death ; and  that  the  Emperor,  who  gave 
liberty  to  let  fly  in  all  Places,  had  at  the  fame  time 
given  us  Power  to  do  it.  But  for  our  Will,  in 
whofe  behalf  we  prefer  this  Accufation,  with 
how  much  greater  Similitude  of  Truth  may  we 
reproach  even  her  her  felf  with  Mutiny  and 
Sedition  for  her  Irregularity  and  Difobedience  ? 

Does  (he  always  will  what  we  would  have  her  to 
do  ? Does  (he  not  often  will  what  we  forbid  her 
to  will,  and  that  to  our  manifefl  Prejudice  ? Does 
fhe  fuffer  her  felf  any  more  than  any  of  the 
other,  to  be  govern’d  and  direded  by  the  Refults 
of  our  Reafon  ? To  conclude,  I (hould  move  in 
the  Behalf  of  the  Gentleman,  my  Client,  it  Cazzo. 
might  be  confider’d,  that  in  this  Fad,  his  Canfe 
being  infepar^bly  conjoyn’d  with  an  Acceflary, 
yet  he  is  only  call’d  in  Queftion,  and  that  by 
Arguments  and  Accufations,  that  cannot  be 
charg’d,  nor  refled  upon  the  other : Whofe  Bu- 
fmeis  indeed  is  fometimes  inopportunely  to  in- 
vite, bur  never  to  refufe,  and  to  allure  after  a 
tacite  and  clandeftinc  manner  j and  therefore  is 
the  Malice  and  Injuftice  of  his  Accufers  moft 
manifeftly  apparent.  But  be  it  how  it  will,  pro- 
tefting  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  Advocates 
and  Judges,  Nature  will,  in  the  mean  time,  pro- 
ceed after  her  own  way,  who  had  done  but  well, 
if  fhe  had  endow’d  this  Member  with  fome  par- 
ticular Privilege,  The  Author  of  the  foie  im- 
mortal Work  of  Mortals,  A divine  Work  ac- 
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cording  to  Strata,  and  of  Love,  Defire  of  Im- 
mortality, and  himfelf  *an  immortal  Damon. 
Some,  one  perhaps  by  fuch  an  EffeCfc  of  Imagi- 
nation may  have  had  the  good  luck  to  leave 
* Videlicet  * that  behind  him  here  in  France , which  his  Com- 
the  Pcx.  paniun  who  has  come  after,  and  behav’d  himfelf 
better,  has  carried  back  with  him  into  Spain, 
And  that  you  may  fee  why  Men  in  fuch  cafes 
require  a mind  prepar’d  for  the  thing  they  are 
, . to  do,  why  do  the  Phyficians  tamper  with,  and 

prept  fiefs  before-hand  their  Patients  credulity 
with  many  falfe  promifes  of  Cure,  if  not  to  the 
end,  that  the  efied  of  imagination  may  fupply 
the  impofture  and  dt-fed  of  their  Apozem  ? They 
know  very  well,  that  a great  Matter  of  their 
Trade  has  given  it  under  his  hand,  that  he  has 
known  fome  with  whom  the  very  fight  of  a Poti- 
on would  work  : Which  Examples  of  Fancy  and 
Conceit  come  now  into  my  head,  by  the  re- 
membrance of  a Story  was  told  me  by  a dome- 
ilick  Apothecary  of  my  Father’s,  a blunt  SwiJJe 
(a  Nation  not  much  addicted  to  vanity  and  ly- 
ing) of  a Merchant  he  had  long  known  atTheleuJe, 
who  being  a valetudinary,  and  much  afflicted 
with  Firs  of  the  Stone,  had  often  occafion  to 
take  Clyfters,  of  which  he  caus’d  feveral  forts 
to  be  preferib’d  him  by  the  Phyficians,  according 
to  the  accidents  of  his  Difeale : One  of  which 
being  one  time  brought  him,  and  none  of  the 
ufual  Forms,  as  feeling  if  it  were  not  too  hot, 
and  the  like,  being  omitted,  he  was  laid  down 
on  his  Belly,  the  Syringe  put  up,  and  all  Cere- 
monies perform’d,  injection  excepted  ,•  after 
which,  the  Apothecary  being  gone,  and  the 
Patient  accommodated  as  if  he  had  really  re- 
ceiv’d a Clytter,  he  found  the  fame  operation 
and  efFect  that  thofe  do  who  have  taken  one  in- 
deed 
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deed  ; and if  atany  time  thePhyficiandid  not  find 
the  Operation  fufficient,  he  would  ufually  give 
him  two  or  three  more  after  the  fame  manner. 
And  the  Fellow  moreover  (wore  to  me,  that 
to  fave  charges  (for  he  pay’d  as  if  he  had  really 
taken  them)  this  lick  Man’s  Wife,  having  fome- 
times  made  tryal  of  warm  Water  only,  the  effe& 
difcover’d  the  Cheat,  and  finding  thefe  would 
do  no  good,  was  fain  to  return  to  the  old  way. 
A Woman  fanfying  fhe  had  fwallow’d  a pin  in 
a piece  of  Bread,  cry  cl  out  of  an  intolerable 
pain  in  her  Throat,  where  fhe  thought  fhe  felt 
it  flick : But  an  ingenious  Fellow  that  was 
brought  to  her,  feeing  no  outward  Tumour 
nor  alteration,  fuppofing  it  only  to  be  con- 
ceit taken  at  fome  Cruft  of  Bread  that  had 
hurt  her  as  it  went  down,  caus’d  her  to  vomit, 
and  cunningly,  unfeen,  threw  a crooked  Pin 
into  the  Bafon,  which  the  Woman  no  fooner 
faw,  but  believing  fhe  had  caft  it  up,  {he  pre- 
fently  found  herielf  eas’d  of  her  pain.  I my 
ielf  knew  a Gentleman,  who  having  treated  a 
great  deal  of  good  Company  at  his  houfe,  three 
or  four  days  after  bragg’d  in  jeft  (for  there  was 
no  fuch  thing)  that  he  had  made  them  eat  of  a 
bak’d  Cat;  at  which,  a young  Gentlewoman, 
who  had  been  at  the  Feaft,  took  fuch  a horror, 
that  falling  into  a violent  vomiting  and  a Fever, 
there  was  no  poffible  means  to  fave  her.  Even 
brute  Beafts  are  alfo  fubjeft  to  the  force  of  Ima- 
gination as  well  as  we;  as  is  feen  by  Dogs,  who 
die  of  grief  for  the  lofs  of  their  Matters,  and 
are  feen  to  queft,  tremble,  and  ftart,  as  Horfes 
will  kick  and  whinney  in  their  fleep.  Now  all 
this  may  be  attributed  to  the  affinity  and  relati- 
on betwixt  the  Souls  and  Bodies  of  Brutes,  but ’tis 
quite  another  thing  when  the  Imagination  works 
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upon  the  Souls  of  rational  Mf  n,  and  not  on- 
ly to  the  Prejudice  of  their  ” own  particular 
Bodies,  but  of  others  alfo.  And  as  an  infe&ed 
Body  communicates  its  Malady  to  thofe  that 
approach,  or  live  near  it,  as  we  ,fee  in  the 
Plague,  the  Small-pox,  and  fore  Eyes,  that  run 
through  whole  Families  and  Cities ; 

Ovid.  A * Dum  fpe&ant  vculi  lafos,  hxcluntur  & ipfi  : < >*' 

Multaque  corporibus  tranjitiope  nocent.  ov.  , 

Viewing  fore  Eyes,  Eyes  to  be  fore  are  broiight. 
And  many  Ills  are  by  Tranfitiori  caught. 


Virg.  Ee~ 

tag.  3. 


So  the  Imagination  being  vehemently  agitated, 
darts  out  Infe&iori  capable  of  offending  the 
ftranger  ObjedL  The  Ancients  had  an  Opi- 
nion of.  certain  Women  of  Scjtbia , that  being 
animated  and  enraged  againft  any  one,  [they 
killed  them  only  with  their  Looks : Tortoifes 
and  Oftritches  hatch  their  Eggs  with  only  look- 
ing on  them,  which  infers^  that  their  Eyes 
have  in  them  fome  ejaculative  Vertue*  -I  And 
the  Eyes  of  Witches  are  faid  to  be  .dangerous 
and  hurtful,  i h \ \ .ji.H  vj  i:.  /t.  .*• 

* ' ‘jSefcio  ejuis  feneros  oculos  tnihi  fafcinat' dgnoj. 

• WhafEye  itis,  I' do  not  know,  ' 

My  tender  Lambs  bewitches  foi' 

it  > . . Vi  : it?  ■ «u  ' ■ ! I»!l  •«  jrnu 

Magicians  are  no  very  good  Authority  for 
jne,  but  we  experimentally  fee,  that  Women 
j impart  the  Marks  of  their  Fancy  to  the  Chil- 
dren they  carry  in  their  Wombs  j witnefs  her 
that  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a Moor : and  there 
was  prefemed  to  Charles  thev  Emperour,  and 
King  of  Bpkemia,  a Girl  from  about  Pifa,  all  o- 
ver  rough,  and  cover’d  with  Hair,  whom  her 
Mother  faid  to  be  conceiv’d  by  reafon  of  a 

Pi&ure 
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Picture  of  St.  John  Raptiji,  that  hung  within  the 
Curtaitis  of  her  Bed.  It  is  the  fame  with  Beads, 
ifritnefs  Jacobs  ring-ftreaked  and  fpotted  Goats, 
and  Sheep,  and  the  Hares  and  Partridges, ' that 
the  Snow  turns  white  upon  the  'Mountains. 

There  was  at  my  Houfe  a little  while  ago,  a, 

Cat  feen  watching  a Bird  upon  the  Top  of  a . 
Tree,  who,  for  feme  time  mutually  ffxirtg  their 
Eyes  upon  one  another,  the  Bird  at  Iaft  let  her 
felf  fall  as  dead  into  the  Cat’s  Claws,  either  daz- 
led  and  aftonifli’d  by  the  Force  of  her  own  Ima- 
gination, or  drawn  by  fome  attractive  Power  of 
the  Cat.  Such  as  are  addicted  to  the  Pleasures 
of  the  Field,  have  , I make  no  Qudftion,  heard 
the  Story  of  the  Falconer,  who  haying  ear- 
neftly  fix’d  his  Eyes  upon  a Kite  in  the  Air, 

Iay’d  a Wager,  that  he  would  bring  hef  down 
with  the  foie  Power  of  his  Sight,  and ‘did  fo, 
as  it  was  faid  ; for  the  Tales  I borrow,  I charge 
• upon  the  Confciences  of  thofe  from  whom  I 
have  them.  The  Difcoiirfes  are  my  own,  and 
found  themfelves  upon  the  Proofs  of  Reafon, 
not  of  Experience  ; to  which,  every  one  has 
liberty  to  add  his  own  Examples ; and  who  has 
none,  (the  Number  and  Varieties  of  Accidents 
confider’d)  let  him  not  forbear  to  believe  that 
thefe  I fet  down  are  enough ; and  if  I do  not 
apply  them  well,  let  fome  other  do  it  for  me. 

And  alfo  in  the  Subjects  of  which  I treat,  viz. 
of  our  Manners  and  Motions,  the  Teftimonies 
and  Inftances  I produce,  how  fahulous  foever, 
provided  they  are  ^offiblc,  feive  as  well  as  the 
true  ; whether  it  has  really  happened  or  no,  at 
Rome , or  at*  Paris  j to  Peter,  or  John  ; ’tis  Bill 
Within  the  Verge  of  Pofltbiliiy,  and  humane 
Capacity,  which  ferves  me  to  good  ufe,  and 
fupplies  me  with  Variety  in  the  Things  I write. 
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J fee,  and  make  my  Advantage  of  it  as  well  in 
Shadow  as  in  Subftance  ; and  amongft  the  va^ 
rious  Examples  I every  where  meet  with  in 
Hiftory,  I cull  out  the  moft  rare  and  memora- 
ble to  fit  my  own  Turn.  There  are  fome  other 
Authors,  whofe  only  End  and  Defign  it  is,  to 
give  an  Account  of  Things  that  have  happened  ; 
mine,  if  I could  arrive  unto  it,  fhould  be  to 
deliver  what  may  come  to  pafs.  There  is  a juft 
Liberty  allow’d  in  the  Schools,  of  fuppofing 
and  contriving  $imiles>  when  they  are  at  a Lois 
for  them  in  their  own  Reading  : I do  not, 
however,  make  any  ufe  of  that  Privilege,  and 
as  to  th?t  Affair  in  fuperftitious  Religion,  fur- 
pafs  all  hiftorical  Authority.  In  the  Examples 
Which  I here  bring  in  of  what  I have  heard, 
read,  done,  or  faid,  I have  forbid  my  felf  to 
dare  to  altpr  even  the  moft  light  and  indifferent 
Circumftances  ,•  my  Confcience  does  not  falfify 
one  Tittle,  what  my  Ignorance  may  do  I can-*  . 
not  fay.  And  this  it  is  that  makes  me  fome- 
times  enter  intoDifpute  with  my  own  Thoughts, 
whether  or  no,  a Divine,  or  a Philofopher, 
Men  of  fo  cxatft  and  tender  Wifdom  and  Con- 
fcience, are  fit  to  write  Hiftory  ,• . for  how  can 
they  Itakc  their  Reputation  upon  the  pub- 
lick  Faith  ? How  be  refponfible  for  the  Opi- 
nions of  Men  they  do  not  know  ? And  with 
what  Affurance  deliver  their  Conjectures  for 
current  Pay  ? Qf  Actions  perform’d  before 
their  own  Eyes,  wherein  feveral  Perfons  were 
ACiors,  they  would  be  unwilling  to  give  Evi- 
dence upon  Oath  before  a Judge  ,*  and  cannot 
be  fo  familiarly  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
any  for  whofe  Intentions  they  would  become 
abfolute  Caution.  For  my  part,  I think  it  lefs 
hazardous  to  write  Things  paft,  than  prefent,  by 
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how  much  the  Writer  is  only  to  give  an  Ac- 
count of  Things  every  one  knows  he  muft  of 
neceflity  borrow  upon  Truft.  I am  follicited 
to  write  the  Affairs  of  my  own  Time,  by  fome, 
who  fancy  I look  upon  them  with  an  Eye  lefs 
blinded  with  Prejudice,  or  Partiality,  than  ano- 
ther, and  have  a clearer  Infight  into  them  by 
reafon  of  the  free  Accefs  Fortune  has  given  me 
to  the  Heads  of  both  Factions  ,•  but  they  do  not 
confider,  that  to  purchafe  the  Glory  of  Salufi , 
I would  not  give  my  felf  the  Trouble,  being  a 
fworn  Enemy,  as  I am  to  all  Obligation,  Afli- 
duityr,  and  Perfeverance : Befides  that,  there  is 
nothing  fo  contrary  to  my  Stile,  as  a continu’d 
and  extended  Narrative,I  fo  often  interrupt, and 
cut  my  felf  fhort  in  my  Writing  only  for  want 
of  Breath.  I have  neither  Fancy,  nor  Expref- 
fion  worth  any  Thing,  and  am  ignorant  beyond 
a Child,  of  the  Phrafes,  and  even  the  very 
Words  proper  to  exprefs  the  moft  common 
Things,  and  for  that  Reafon  it  is,  that  I have 
undertaken  to  fay  only  what  I can  fay,  and 
have  accommodated  my  Subjed  to  my  Force. 
Should  I take  one  to  be  my  Guide,  peradventure 
I fhould  not  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  him,  and 
in  the  Precipitancy  of  my  Career  might  deli- 
ver Things,  which  upon  better  Thoughts,  ia 
my  own  Judgment,  and  according  to  Reafon, 
would  be  criminal,  and  punifhable  in  the  high- 
eft  Degree.  Tlutarcb  would  tell  us  of  what  he 
has  deliver’d  to  the  Light,  that  it  is  the  Work 
of  others,  that  his  Examples  are  all,  and  every 
where  exadly  true,  that  they  are  ufeful  to  Po- 
fterity,  and  are  prefented  with  a Luftre  that  will 
light  us  the  Way  to  Vertue,  which  was  his  De- 
fign  ,*  but  it  is  not  of  fo  dangerous  Confequence 
as  in  a Medicinal  Drug,  whether  an  old  Story 
be  fo,  or  fo,  C H A P. 
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That  the  Profit  of  one  Man  is  the  Inconvenience 
of  Another} !i  : l;-  ‘’  I'/  *••!•// 
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T 'XEipatfes  the  Athenian  condemn’d  one  of  his 
JXJ/-  City,  whofe  Tfdde  it  was  to  fell  the  Ne- 
Cdflariesf  for  Fuheral  Ceremonies,  upon  Pretence 
that  he  derrtiihSed  unrerffonable  ’ Profit,  and  that 
^that  Profit 'ctiuld  not  accrue  to  him,  hut  by  the 
Efeach of ; & great  dumber  of  People.  A Jtfdg- 
•menc ^bat*f!appears  to  be  til  grounded,  fot4  as 
much 'as-'  ho  Profit  whatever  could  pbffiBly  be 
made  but  at  the  Expende  of  another.' and  that 
by  the  farne  Rule  he  fhotfld  condemn  all  ihati- 
ner  of  Gaih  of  what  kind  foever.  The  Mer- 
chant only  thrives,  and  grows  rich,  by f the 
Pride,  Wahtortnefs,  and  Debauchery  of  Totith* 
the  Husbandtpan  by  the  Price  and  Scarcity  of 
Grain  ,*  the  Architetft  by  the  Ruine  of  Build- 
ings j the  Lawyers,  and  Officers  of  Juftice,  by 
Suits  and  Contentions  of  Men  ,*  nay,- even  the 
Honour  and  Office  of  Divines,  are  deriv’d  from 
our  Death' and  Vices,-  a Phyfician  takes  no 
Pleafore  in  the  Health  even  of  his  Friends,  fays 
-the  ancient!  comical  Greek  ; nor  a Soldier  in  the 
Peace  of  his  Country  • an&fo  of  the  reft.  And, 
which  is  yit  worfe,  let  everyone  but  dive  in- 
to his  Owh  Bofom,  and  he  will  find  his  private 
Willies  fpring,  and  his  fecret  Hopes  grow  up 
at  another’s  Expence.  Upon  which  Considera- 
tion, it  conies  into  my  Heady  that  Nature  does 
not  in'this  fwerve  from  her  general  Polity  - for 
PhylicianS  hold,  that  the  Birth,  Nouriftiment, 
and  Encrcafe  of  every  Thing,  is  the  Corrup- 
tion and  Diffdlution  of  another. 
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Nam.  quodcunque  Juis  mutatum  fittibus  cxitf  1 

Continue  hoc  mors  c(k\illiust  quod  fait  ante. 

V-i  **3  !■  . : • 

For  what  from  its  own  Confines  chang’d  doth 
, */  pafs,  u 

Is  ftraight  the  Death  of  what  before  it  was. 

i I 1 • ;•._••• 
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Of  Cuftom  y and  that  we  jhould  not  eaftly  change 
a Law  receiv'd.  1 V 
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(torn,  who  firft  invented  the  Story  of  a Coun- 
ty-Woman ; who  having  accuftom’d  her  felf 
to  play  with,  and  carry  a young  Calf  in  her 
Arms,  and  daily  continuing  to  do  fo  as  it  grew 
up,  obtain’d  this  by  Cuftom,  that  when  grown 
to  be  a great  Ox,  (he  was  (fill  able  to  bear  it. 

For,  in  Truth,  Cuftom  is  a violent  and  treache- 
rous School- miftrefs.  She,  by  little  and  little. 

Oily,  and  unperceiv^dj  flips  in  the  Foot  of  her 
Authority,  but  having  by  this  gentle  and  hum- 
ble Beginningl , with  the  Benefit  of  Time,  fix’d 
.and  eftablilh’d  it,  (he  then  unmasks  a furious 
and  tyrannick  Countenance,  againft  which  we 
have  no  more  the  Courage,  or  the  Power  fo 
rtiueh  as  to  lift  up  our  Eyes.  We  fee  it  ace- 
very  Turn  forcing  and  violating  the  Rules  of  . 

XT  1 i ** rr  rr  ‘ ■ ' • . r/i».  /.  6. 

IMature  : Ujus  ejpcaajjimus  rerum  omnium  magi - 
fter  ; Cuftom  is  the  greateft  Mafter  of  all  Things. 

I believe  TIato’s  Care  in  his  Republick,  and 
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the  Phyficians,  who  fo  often  fubmit  the  Rea- 
fons  of  their  Art  to  the  Authority  of  Habit  ; 
as  alfo  the  Story  of  that  King,  who  by  Cuftom 
brought  his  Stomach  to  that  Pafs,  as  to  live  by 
Poifon  ; and  the  Maid  that  Albertus  reports  to 
have  liv’d  upon  Spiders  j and  in  that  new  World 
of  the  Indies,  there  were  found  great  Nations, 
and  in  very  differing  Climates,  who  were  of 
the  fame  Diet,  made  Provifion  of  them,  and 
fed  them  for  their  Tables  as  alfo  they  did  Graf- 
hoppers.  Mice,  Bats,  and  Lizards  • and  in  a 
Time  of  a Scarcity  of  fuch  Rarities,  a Toad 
was  fold  for  fix  Crowns,  all  which  they  cook, 
and  difh  up  with  feveral  Sawces.  There  were 
alfo  others  found,  to  whom  our  Diet,  and  the. 
Fleih  we  eat,  were  venemous  and  mortal. 
c,,"r*  Ccnfuetudinis  magna  vis  efi  : PernoBant  venatores 
• -■  -n  ntve  . jn  mont'tbus  Uri  fe  patiuntur : Pugiles  Ca- 
ftibus  contufi , ne  ingemifcunt  cjuidem.  The  Power 
of  Cuftom  is  very  great : Huntfmen  will  one 
while  lie  out  all  Night  in  the  Snow,  and  ano- 
ther fufier  themfelves  to  be  parch’d  in  the 
Mountains ; and  Fencers,  inur’d  to  beating, 
when  bang’d  almoft  to  Pulp  with  Clubs  and 
Whirl-bats,  difdain  fo  much  as  to  groan.  Thefe 
are  ftrange  Examples,  but  yet  they  will  not  app 
pear  fo  ftrange,  if  we  confider  what  we  have 
ordinary  Experience  of,  how  much  Cuftom  ftu- 
pifies  our  Senfes  ,*  neither  need  we  go  to  be  fa- 
tisfy’d  of  what  is  reported  of  the  Cataracts  of 
Nile  ; and  of  what  Philofophers  believe  of  the 
Mufick  of  the  Spheres,  that  the  Bodies  of  thofe 
Circles  being  foiid  and  fmooth,  and  coming  to 
touch,  and  rub  upon  one  another,  cannot  fail 
of  creating  a wonderful  Harmony  the  Chan- 
ges and  Cadencies  of  which,  caufe  the  Revo- 
lutions and  Dances  of  the  Stars  j but  that  the 
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Hearing  Senfe  of  all  Creatures  here  below, 
being  univerfally,  like  that  of  the  ts£gyx>tiamy 
deaf ’d,  and  ftupify’d  with  the  continual  Noife, 
cannot,  how  great  foever,  perceive  it.  Smiths, 
Millers,  Pewterers,  Forge-men,  and  Armo- 
rers, could  never  be  able  to  live  in  the  perpe- 
tual Noife  of  their  own  Trades,  did  it  (trike 
their  Ears  with  the  fame  Violence  that  it  does 
ours.  My  perfum'd  Doublet  gratifies  my  own 
Smelling  at  firft,  as  well  as  that  of  others , bup 
after  I have  worn  it  three  or  four  Days  toge- 
ther, I no  more  perceive  it  ,•  but  it  is  yet  mope 
ftrange,  that  Cuftom,  notwithftanding  the  long 
Intermiffions  and  Intervals,  (hould  yet  have  the 
Power  to  unite,  and  eftablifh  the  Effed  of  its 
Impreflions  upon  our  Senfes,  as  is  manifeft  pip 
fuch  as  live  near  unto  Steeples,  and  the  frequent 
Noife  of  the  Bells.  I my  felf  lie  at  home  in  at 
Tower,  where  every  Morning  and  Evening  ' 
a very  great  Bell  rings  out  the  Ave  Maria , the 
Noife  of  which  (hakes  my  very  Tower,  and 
at  firft  feem’d  infupportable  to  me  ; but  having 
now  a good  while  kept  that  Lodging,  | app 
fo  us’d  to  it,  that  I hear  it  without  any  mannep 
of  Offence,  and  often  without  awaking  at  |c, 
Plato  reprehending  a Boy  for  playing  at  fome 
childifh  Game  ; Thou  reprov’d  me  (fays  the 
Boy)  for  a very  little  Thing : Cujlom  (reply’4 
Plato)  is  no  little  Thing.  And  he  was  in  the 
right ; for  I find  that  our  greateft  Vices  derive 
their  firft  Propenfity  from  our  moft  tender  In- 
fancy, and  that  our  principal  Education  depends 
upon  the  Nurfe  ; Mothers  are  mightily  pleas’d 
to  fee  a Child  writhe  off  tfie  Neck  of  a Chicly 
en,  or  to  pleafe  it  felf  with  the  hurting  § 
Dog  , or  a Cat  ; and  fuch  wife  fattier* 
there  are  i«  th?  World  , wfip  look  upon 
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it  as  a notable  Mark  of  a Martial  Spirit,  when 
he  hears  his  Son  mif  call,  or  fees  him  domineer 
over  a poor  Peafant,  or  a Lacquey,  that  dares 
not  reply,  nor  turn  again  ; and  a great  Sign 
of  Wit  when  he  lees  him  cheat  and  over-reach 
his  Play- fellow  by  fome  malicious  Trick  of 
o^'ht'to  Treachery  and  Deceit  ; but  for  all  that,  thefe 
hlKcone-are  the  true  Seeds  and  Roots  of  Cruelty,  Tyran- 
fledintheny,  and  Treafon.  They  bud  and  put  otit  there; 
pretneft  anj  afterwards  fhoot  upvigoroully,  and  grow  to 
Ye‘l,x'  a prodigious  Bulk  and  Stature,  being  cultivated 
and  improv’d  by  Cuftom  : and  it  is  a very  dan- 
gerous Mi  ftake  to  excufe  thefe  vile  Inclinations 
upon  the  Tendernefs  of  their  Age,  and  the 
Trivially  of  the  Subject ; firft,  it  is  Nature  that 
fpeaks,  whofe  Declaration  is  then  more  fincere; 
and  inward  Thoughts  more  undifguis’d  as  ic 
is  more  weak  and  young : Secondly,  The  De- 
formity of  Cozenage  does  not  confift,  nor  de- 
pend upon  the  Difference  betwixt  Crowns  and 
Pins;  but  meerly  upon  it  felf,  for  a Cheat  is  i 
Cheat  be  it  more  or  Ids ; which  makes  md 
think  it  more  juft  to  conclude  thus,  Whyftiould 
he  not  cozen  in  Crowns,  lince  he  does  it  in 
Pins,  than  as  they  do,  who  fay,  they  only 
play  for  Pins,  he  would  not  do  it  if  it  were  for 
Money.  Children  fhould  carefully  be  inftru- 
<fted  to  abhor  even  the  Vices  of  their  own  con- 
triving ; and  the  natural  Deformity  of  thole 
Vices  ought  fo  to  be  reprefented  to  them,  that 
they  may  not  only  avoid  them  in  their  AdHons, 
but  efpecially  fo  to  abominate  them  in  their 
Hearts,  that  the  very  Thought  fliould  be  hate- 
ful to  them,  with  what  Mask  foever  they  may 
be  palliated  or  difguis’d.  I know  very  well  for 
what  concerns  my  felf,  that  for  having  been 
brought  up  in  my  Childhood  to  a plain  and  fin- 
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Cere  Way  of  Dealing,  and  for  having  then  had 
an  Averfion  to  all  manner  of  Juggling  and  foul 
Play  in  my  Childifh  Sports  and  Recreations 
(and  indeed  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  Plays  of 
Children  are  not  perform’d  in  Play,  but  are  to 
be  judg’d  in  them  as  their  moft  ferious  A&ions) 
there  is  no  Game  fo  fmall  wherein  from  my 
own  Bofom  naturally,  and  without  Study  or  En- 
deavour, I have  not  an  extream  Averfion  for 
Deceit.  I fhuffle,  and  cut,  and  make  as  much 
Clatter  with  the  Cards,  and  keep  as  ftrid  Ac- 
count for  Farthings  , as  it  were  for  double 
Piftols  j when  winning  or  lofing  againft  my 
Wife  and  Daughter  is  indifferent  to  me^  as  when 
I play  in  good  earneft  with  others  for  the 
roundeft  Sums.  At  all  Times,  and  in  all  Pla- 
ces, my  own  Eyes  are  fufficient  to  look  to  my 
Fingers  ,*  I am  not  fo  narrowly  watch’d  by  any 
other,  neither  is  there  any  I more  fear  to  be  dii- 
Cover’d  by,  or  to  offend. 

I faw  the  other  Day,  at  my  own  Houfe,  i 
little  Fellow,  who  came  to  (hew  hiiiifelf  for 
Money,  a Native  of  Nants , born  without 
Arms,  who  has  fo  well  taught  his  Feet  to  per- 
form the  Services  his  Hands  (hould  have  done 
him,  that  indeed  they  have  half  forgot  their 
natural  Office,  and  the  Ufe  for  which  they 
were  defign’d  ,*  the  Fellow  too  calls  them  his 
Hands,  and  we  may  allow  him  fo  to  do,  for 
with  them  he  cuts  any  Thing,  charges,  and 
difcharges  a Piftol,  threads  a Needle,  foWs, 
writes,  and  puts  off  his  Hat,  combs  his  Head,1 
plays  at  Cards  and  Dice,  and  all  this  with  as 
much  Dexterity  as  any  other  could  do  who 
had  more,  and  more  proper  Limbs  toaflift  hima‘ 
and  the  Money  I gave  him  he  carried  away  in 
his  Foot,  as  we  do  in  our  Hand.  I have  feen  a- 
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nother,  who  being  yet  a Boy,  flourifh’d  a two 
handed  Sword,  and  (if  I may  fo  fay)  handled  a 
Halbert  with  the  mere  Morions  and  Writhing  of 
his  Neck  and  Shoulders  for  want  of  Hands,  toft 
them  into  the  Air,  and  catch’d  them  ^gain, 
darted  a Dagger,  and  crack’d  a Whip  as  well 
as  any  Coach- man  in  France.  But  the  Effe&s 
of  Cuftom  are  much  more  manifeft  in  the 
itrange  Impreflions  Ihe  imprints  in  our  Minds, 
where  Ihe  meets  with  lefs  Refiftance,  and  has 
nothing  fo  hard  a Game  to  play.  What  has  fhe 
not  the  Power  to  impofe  upon  our  Judgments 
and  Belief  ? Is  there  any  fo  fantaftick  Opi- 
nion (omitting  the  grofs  Impoftures  of  Religi- 
ons, with  which  we  fee  fo  many  populous 
Nations,  and  fo  many  underftanding  Men,  fo 
ftrangely  befotted  ,•  for  this  being  beyond  the 
Reach  of  humane  Reafon,  any  Error  is  more 
excufable  in  fuch,  as  through  the  Divine  Boun- 
ty, are  not  endued  with  an  extraordinary  Illu- 
mination from  above)  but  of  other  Opinions,  are 
there  any  fo  fenfelefs  and  extravagant,  that  Ihe 
has  not  planted  and  eftablifh'd  for  Laws  in  thole 
Parts  of  the  World  upon  which-fhe  has  been  pleas’d 
to  exercife  her  Power  ? And  therefore  that  an- 
cient Exclamation  was  exceeding  juft,  JNon 
CiccTi  de  fuibt  Vbyficum , id  eft,  fpeculatorem,  'venatorenujue 
bat.  Dtor.  Nature  ah  animii  conjuctudine  intbutis  quarere  tefti- 
monium  veritatu  ? Is  it  not  a Shame  for  a Phi- 
lofopher,that  is,  for  an  Obferver  and  Hunter  of 
Nature,  to  derive  Teftimony  from  Minds  pre- 
pofiefsd  with  Cuftom  ? I do  believe,  that  no 
loabfurd  or  ridiculous  Fancy  can  enter  into  hu- 
mane Imagination,  that  does  not  meet  with 
fome  Example  of  publick  Pra&ice,  and  that 
confequently  our  Reafon  does  not  ground,  and 
lupport  it  fe If  upon.  There  are  People  amongft 
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whom  it  is  the  Falhion  to  turn  their  Backs  up- 
on him  they  falute,  and  never  look  upon  the 
Man  they  intend  to  honour.  There  is  a Place* 
where,  whenever  the  King  fpits,  the  greateft 
Ladies  of  his  Court  put  out  their  Hands  to  re- 
ceive it  • and  another  Nation,  where  the  mod 
eminent  Perfons  about  him,  ftoop  to  take  up 
his  Ordure  in  a Linnen-cloth.  Let  us  here  fteal 
Room  to  infert  a Story.  A French  Gentleman, 
of  my  Acquaintance,  was  always  wont  to  blow 
his  Nofe  with  his  Fingers  (a  Thing  very  much 
againft  our  Fafhion)  would  juftify  himfelf  for 
fo  doing,  and  was  a Man  very  famous  for 
pleafant  Repartees,  who,  upon  that  Occafion, 
ask’d  me.  What  Privilege  this  filthy  Excre- 
ment had,  that  we  muft  carry  about  us  a fine 
Handkerchief  to  receive  it,  and  which  was 
more,  afterwards  to  lap  it  carefully  up,  and  car- 
ry  it  all  Day  about  in  our  Pockets,  which,  he 
faid,  could  not  butbemuch  more  naufeous  and 
ofFenfive,  than  to  fee  it  thrown  away,  as  we  did 
all  other  Evacuations.  I found  that  what  he 
faid,  was  not  altogether  without  Reafon,  and 
by  being  frequently  in  his  Company,  that  llo- 
venly  A&ion  of  his,  was  at  laft  grown  fa- 
miliar to  me  ; which  neverthelefs  we.  make  a 
Face  at,  when  we  hear  it  reported  of  another 
Country.  Miracles  appear  tobefo,  according 
to  our  Ignorance  of  Nature,  and  not  according 
to  the  tifence  of  Nature.  The  continually 
being  accuftom’d  to  any  Thing,  blinds  the  Eye 
of  our  Judgment.  Barbarians  are  no  more  a 
Wonder  to  us,  than  we  are  to  them  ; nor  with 
any  more  Reafon,  as  every  one  would  confefs, 
if  after  having  travell’d  over  thofe  remote  Ex- 
amples, Men  could  fettle  themfelves  to  refte# 
upon,  and  rightly  to  confer  them.  Humane 
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Rpafon  is  a TinAure  equally  infus’d  almoft  into 
all  our  Opinions  and  Cuftoms,  of  what  form 
foever  they  are,  infinite  in  Matter,  infinite  in 
Diverfity.  But  I return  to  my  Subjed. 

There  are  a People,  where  (his  Wife  and 
Children  excepted)  no  one  fpeaks  to  the  King 
but  through  a Trunk.  In  one  and  the  fame  Na- 
tion the  Virgins  difcover  thofe  Parts  that  Mode- 
fty  fhould  perfwade  them  to  hide,  and  the  mar- 
tied  Women  carefully  cover  and  conceal.  To 
which,  this  Cuftom  in  another  Place  has  fome 
Relation,  where  Chaftity,  but  in  Marriage,  is  of 
noEfteem,  for  unmarried  Women  may  profti- 
tute  themfelves  to  as  many  as  they  pleafe,  and 
being  got  with  Child,  may  lawfully  take  Phy- 
fick  in  the  fight  of  every  one  to  deftroy  their 
Fruit.  And  in  another  Place,  if  a Tradefman 
marry,  all  of  the  fame  Condition,  who  are  invi- 
ted to  the  Wedding,  lie  with  the  Bride  before  * 
him;  and  the  greater  number  of  them  there  is, 
the  greater  is  her  Honour,  and  the  Opinion  of 
her  Ability  and  Strength:  If  an  Officer  marry, 
5cis  the  fame,  the  fame  with  a Nobleman,  and  fo 
pf  the  reft,  except  it  be  a Labourer,  or  one  of 
mean  Condition,  for  them  it  belongs  to  the  Lord 
of  the  Place  to  perform  that  Office;  and  yet  a 
fevere  Loyalty  during  Marriage  is  afterward 
ftrift'.y  enjoy’d.  There  is  a Place  where  Baw- 
dy-houfes  of  Young- men  are  kept  for  the  Plea- 
sure of  Women,  as  we  know  there  are  of  Wo- 
men for  the  Neceffities  of  Men;  and  alfo  Mar- 
riages, where  the  Wives  go  to  War  as  well  as  the 
Husbands,  and  not  only  fhare  in  the  dangers  of 
Battle,  but  moreover  in  the  Honours  of  Com- 
mand. Others,  where  they  wear  Rings  not  on- 
ly through  their  Nofes,  Lips,  Cheeks,  and  on 
their  Toes,  but  alfo  weighty  Gymmals  of  Gold 
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thruft  through  their  Paps  and  Buttocks:  Where, 
in  eating,  they  wipe  their  Fingers  upon  their 
Thighs,  Genitories,  and  the  Soies  ofcheir  Feet: 

Where  Children  are  excluded  and  Brothers  and 
Nephews  only  inherit ; and  elfewhere.  Nephews 
only,  faving  in  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  Suc- 
ceffion  of  the  Crown : where,  for  the  Regula- 
tion of  Community  in  Goods  and  Eftates  ob- 
ferv’d  in  the  Country,  certain  Sovereign  Magi- 
ftrates  have  committed  to  them  the  Universal 
Charge,  and  overfeeing  of  the  Agriculture,  and 
Diftribution  of  the  Fruits  according  to  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  every  one:  Where  they  lament  the 
Death  of  Children,  and  Feaftat  the  Deceafe  of 
old  Men : Where  they  lie  ten  or  twelve  in  a Bed, 

Men  and  their  Wives  together:  Where  Women, 
whofe  Husbands  come  to  violent  Ends,  may 
marry  again,  and  others  not:  Where  the  fervile 
Condition  of  Women  is  look’d  upon  with  fuch 
Contempt,  that  they  kill  all  the  Native  Females, 
and  buy  Wives  of  their  Neighbours  to  fupply 
their  Ufe ; Where  Husbands  may  repudiate  their 
Wives,  without  fhewing  any  Caufe,  but  Wives 
cannot  part  from  their  Husbands,  for  what  caufe 
foever.  Where  Husbands  may  fell  their  Wives 
in  cafe  of  Sterility  j Where  they  boil  the  Bodies 
of  their  Dead,  and  afterwards  pound  them  to  a 
pulp,  which  they  mix  with  their  Wine,  and 
drink  it;  Where  the  moil  coveted  Sepulture  is  to 
be  eaten  with  Dogs ; and  elfewhere  by  Birds  : 

Where  they  believe  the  Souls  of  the  happy  live 
in  all  manner  of  Liberty,  in  delightful  Fields, 
furnifh’d  with  all  fojts  of  Delicacies,  and  that  it 
|s  thofe  Souls,  repeating  the  words  we  utter, 
which  we  call  Eccho : Where  they  fight  in  the 
Water,  and  fhoot  their  Arrows  with  the  moil 
mortal  aim,  fwimitiing : Where,  for  a fign  of 
:<>  » . ; :>y,  - L 4 " Sub- 
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Subjection,  they  lift  up  their  Shoulders,  and 
hang  down  their  Heads,  and  ptlt  off  their  Ihooes 
when  they  enter  the  King’s  Palace  : Where  the 
EUnuchs,  who  take  charge  of  the  Religious 
Women,  have  moreover  their  Lips  and  Nofes 
* cut  away,  and  difguis’d,  that  they  may  not  be 
lov’d  and  the  Priefts  put  out  their  own  Eyes, 
to  be  better  acquainted  with  their  Damons , and 
the  better  to  receive  and  retain  their  Oracles  j 
Where  every  one  creates  to  himfelf  a Deity  of 
what  he  likes  beft,  according  to  his  own  Fancy  * 
the  Hunterj  a Lion  or  a Fox  ,•  the  Fifher,  fome 
certain  Fifh,  and  Idols  of  every  Human  ACHon 
or  Paflion ; in  which  place  the  Sun,  the  Moon, 
and  the  Earth,  are  the  principal  Deities,  and  the 
form  of  taking  an  Oath  is  to  touch  the  Earth, 
looking  up  to  Heaven  ; and  there  both  Flefh 
and  Fifh  is  eaten  raw  : Where  the  greateftOath 
they  take  is,  to.  fwear  by  the  Name  of  fome 
dead  Perfon  of  Reputation,  laying  their  Hand 
Upon  his  Tomb : Where  theNew-years  Gift  the 
King  fends  every  Year  to  the  Princes,  his  Sub- 
jects, is  Fire,  which  being  brought,  all  the  old 
Fire  is  put  out,  and  the  neighbouring  People 
afe  bound  to  fetch  of  the  new,  every  one  for 
themfelves  upon  pain  of  Treafon : Where*  when 
the  King,  to  betake  himfelf  wholly  to  Devoti- 
on, retires  from  his  Adminiftration,  (which  of- 
ten falls  out)  his  nextSucceflor  is  oblig’d  to  do 
the  fame,-  by  which  means  the  Right  of  the 
Kingdom  devolves  to  the  third  in  Succeflion  : 
Where  they  vary  the  Form  of  Government,  ac- 
cording to  the  feeming  neceffity  of  Affairs  ; 
Depofe  the  King  when  they  think  good,  fubfti- 
tuting  ancient  Men  to  govern  in  his  Head,  and 
fometimes  transferring  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Common-People : Where  Men  and  Women  are 
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both  Circumcis’d,  and  alfo  Baptiz’d  : Where  the 
Soldier,  who  in  one,  or  feveral  Engagements, 
has  been  fo  fortunate,  as  to  prefent  feven  of  the 
Enemies  Heads  to  the  King,  is  made  Noble : 
Where  they  live  in  that  rare  and  Angular  Opini- 
on of  the  Mortality  of  the  Soul : Where  the  Wo- 
men are  deliver’d  without  Pain  or  Fear : Where 
the  Women  wear  Copper  Fetters  upon  both  their 
Legs,  and  if  a Loufe  bite  them,  are  bound  in 
Magnanimity  to  bite  them  again,  and  dare  not 
marry  till  hrft  they  have  made  their  King  $ 
Tender  of  their  Virginity,  if  he  pleafe  to  accept 
it : Where  the  ordinary  way  of  Salutation  is  by 
putting  a Finger  down  to  the  Earth,  and  then 
pointing  it  up  towards  Heaven : Where  Men 
carry  Burthens  upon  their  Heads,  and  Women 
on  their  Shoulders,  the  Women  piffing  Banding, 
and  the  Men  cowring  down  i Where  they  fend 
their  Blood  in  token  of  Friendfhip,  and  cenfe 
the  Men  they  would  honour,  like  Gods:  Where 
not  only  to  the  fourth,  but  in  any  other  remote 
Degree,  Kindred  are  not  permitted  to  marry  : 
Where  the  Children  are  four  Years  at  Nurl’e, 
and  fometimes  twelve ; in  which  Place  alfo  it  is 
accounted  mortal  to  give  the  Child  fuck  the  firft 
day  after  it  is  born:  Where  the  Corre&ion  of  the 
male  Children  is  peculiarly  defign’d  to  the  Fa- 
thers, and  to  the  Mothers  of  the  Females ; the  Pu- 
nilhment  being  to  hang  them  by  the  Heels  iit  the 
Smoak  : Where  they  eat  all  forts  of  Herbs,  with- 
out other  Scruple,  than  of  the  illnefs  of  the 
Smell : Where  all  things  are  open,  the  fineft 
Houfes,  and  that  are  turnilh’d  with  the  richeft 
Furniture,  without  Doors,  Windows,  Trunks,  or 
Chefts  to  lock,  a Thief  being  there  punilh’d  dou- 
ble to  what  they  are  in  other  Places : Where 
they  crack  Lice  with  their  Teeth  like  Monkeys, 
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and  abhor  to  fee  them  kill’d  with  ones  Nails : 
Where  in  all  their  Lives  they  neither  cut  their 
Hair,  nor  pare  their  Nails;  and  in  another  Place, 
pare  thofe  of  the  Right-hand  only,  letting  the 
Left  grow  for  Ornament  and  Bravery  : Where 
they  fuffer  the  Hair  on  the  right  fide  to  grow  as 
long  as  it  will,  and  fhave  the  other;  and  in  the 
neighbouring  Provinces,  fome  let  their  Hair 
grow  long  before,  and  fome  behind,  fhaving 
clofe  the  reft  : Where  Parents  let  out  their 
Children,  and  Husbands  their  Wives,  to  their 
Guefts  to  hire:  Where  a Man  may  get  his  own 
Mother  with  Child,and  Fathers  make  ufe  of  their 
own  Daughters,  or  their  Sons,  without  Scandal 
or  Offence  : Where,  at  their  folemn  Feafts,  they 
interchangeably  lend  their  Children  to  one  ano- 
ther, without  any  confideration  of  Nearnefs  of 
Blood.  In  one  Place  Men  feed  upon  Human 
Flefh,  in  another,  ’tis  reputed  a charitable  Office 
for  a Man  to  kill  his  Father  at  a certain  Age  <• 
and  elfewhere  , the  Fathers  difpofe  of  their 
Children  whilft  yet  in  their  Mothers  Wombs, 
fome  to  be  preferv’d  and  carefully  brought  up, 
and  others  they  profcribe  either  to  be  thrown 
off,  or  made  away.  Ellewhere  the  old  Huf- 
bands  lend  their  Wives  to  Young-men;  and  in 
another  place  they  are  in  common,  without  Of- 
fence ; in  one  Place  particularly,  the  Women 
. take  it  for  a mark  of  Honour  to  have  as  many 
gay  fring’d  Taffels  at  the  bottom  of  their  Gar- 
ment, as  they  have  lain  with  feveral  Men.  More- 
over has  not  Cuftom  made  a Republick  of  Wo- 
men feparately  by  themfelves?  Has  it  not  put 
Arms  into  their  Hands,  made  them  to  raife  Ar- 
mies, and  fight  B irtelsr  And  does  fhe  not  by  her 
own  Precept  inftrucft  the  moft  ignorant  Vulgar, 
and  majce  them  perfect  in  things  which  all  the 
V,  f.  '■  ■> . V Philc- 
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Philofophy  in  the  World  could  never  beat  into 
the  Heads  of  the  wifeftMen  ? For  we  know  en- 
tire Nations,  where  Death  was  not  only  defpis’d, 
but  entertain’d  with  the  greateft  Triumph  $ 
where  Children  of  feven  Years  old  offer’d  them- 
felves  to  be  whip’d  to  Death,  without  changing 
their  Countenance  ,*  where  Riches  were  in  fuch 
Contempt,  that  the  pooreft  and  moft  wretched 
Citizen  would  not  have  deign’d  to  (loop  to  take 
up  3 Purfe  of  Crowns.  And  we  know  Regions 
very  fruitful  in  all  manner  of  Provifions,  where, 
notwithftanding  the  moft  ordinary  Diet,  and 
that  they  are  moft  pleas’d  with,  is  only  Bread, 
Creffes,  and  Water.  Did  not  Cuftom  moreo- 
ver work  that  Miracle  in  Chios , that  of  feven 
hundred  Years  it  was  never  known  that  ever 
Maid  or  Wife  committed  any  ad  to  the  preju- 
dice of  her  Honour  ? To  conclude  ; there  is 
. nothing  in  my  Opinion,  that  fhe  does  not,  or 
may  not  do ; and  therefore  with  very  good  rea- 
fon  it  is,  that  Pindar  calls  her  the  Queen  and 
Emprefs  of  the  World.  He  that  was  feen  to 
beat  his  Father, and  reprov’d  for  fo  doing,  made 
anfwer,  that  it  was  the  Cuftom  of  their  Fami- 
ly • that  in  like  manner  his  Father  had  beaten 
his  Grand-father,  his  Grand-father  his  great 
Grand-father,  and  this,  fays  he,  pointing  to  his 
Son,  when  he  comes  to  my  Age,  fhall  beat  me. 

And  the  Father,  whom  the  Son  dragg’d  and 
hal’d  along  the  Streets,  commanded  him  to  flop 
at  a certain  Door,  for  he  himfelf,  he  faid,  had 
dragg’d  his  Father  no  farther,  that  being  the  ut- 
moft  limit  of  the  hereditary  Infolence  the  Sons 
us’d  to  pradife  upon  the  Fathers  in  their  Family. 

It  is  as  much  by  Cuftom  as  Infirmity,  (fays  Ari- 
Jhtle)  that  Worpen  tear  their  Hair,  bite  their 
Nails,  and  eat  Coals,  Chalk,  and  fuch  Trafh, 
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and  more  by  Cuftom  than  Nature,  that  Men  a- 
bufe  themfelves  with  one  another.  The  Laws  of 
Confcience,  which  we  pretend  to  be  deriv’d 
from  Nature,  proceed  from  Cuftom ; everyone 
having  an  inward  Veneration  for  the  Opinions 
and  Manners,  approv’d  and  receiv’d  amongft 
his  own  People,  cannot  without  very  great  Re- 
ludtancy  depart  from  them,  nor  apply  himfelf  to 
them  without  Applaufe.  In  times  paft,  when 
thofe  of  Creet  would  curfe  any  one,  they  pray’d 
the  Gods  to  engage  them  in  fome  ill  Cuftom.  But 
the  principal  effetft  of  the  power  of  Cuftom  is, 
fo  to  feize  and  enfnare  us,  that  it  is  hardly  in  our 
power  to  difengage  our  felves  from  its  gripe; 
or  fo  to  come  to  our  felves,  as  to  confider  of, 
and  to  weigh  the  things  it  enjoyns.  To  fay  the 
Truth,  by  reafon  that  we  fuck  it  in  with  our 
Milk,  and  that  the  face  of  the  World  prefents  it 
felf  in  this  pofture  to  our  firft  fight,  it  feems  as  if 
we  were  born  upon  condition  to  purfue  this 
Pra&ice ; and  the  common  Fancies  that  we  find 
in  repute  every  where  about  us,  and  infus’d  into 
our  Minds  with  the  Seed  of  our  Fathers,  appear 
to  be  moft  univerfal  and  genuine.  From  whence 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  whatever  is  off  the  hinge 
of  Cuftom,  is  believ’d  to  be  alfo  off  the  hinges 
of  Reafon ; and  how  unreafonably  for  the  moft: 
part,  God  knows.  If,  as  we  who  ftudy  our  felves, 
have  learn’d  to  do,  every  one  who  hears  a good 
Sentence,  would  immediately  confider  how  it 
does  any  way  touch  his  own  private  Concern, 
every  one  would  find,  that  it  was  not  fo  much 
a good  Saying,  as  a fevere  Lafh  to  the  ordinary 
Beftiality  of  his  own  Judgment : But  Men  re- 
ceive the  Precepts  and  Admonitions  of  Truth, 
as  generally  directed  to  the  Common  Sort,  and 
never  particularly  to  themfelves;  and  inftead  of 
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applying  them  to  their  own  Manners,  do  only 
very  ignorantly  and  unprofitably  commit  them 
to  Memory,  without  fuffering  themfelves  to  be 
at  all  inftru&ed,  or  converted  by  them  : But  let 
us  return  to  the  Empire  of  Cuftom.  Such  Peo- 
ple as  have  been  bred  up  to  Liberty,  and  fub- 
je&  to  no  other  Dominion  but  the  authority  of 
their  own  Will,  every  one  being  a Sovereign  to  bemo- 
himfelf,  or  at  lead  govern’d  by  no  wifer  Heads  ciacy. 
than  their  own,  do  look  upon  all  other  Forms  of 
Government  as  monftrous,  and  contrary  to  Na- 
ture. Thofe  who  are  inur’d  to  Monarchy  do  Monar- 
the  fame  ; and  what  opportunity  foever  For-  chy. 
tune  prefents  them  with  to  change,  even  then, 
when  with  the  greateft  difficulties  they  havedif- 
engag’d  themfelves  from  one  Matter,  that  was 
troublefom  and  grievous  to  them,  they  prefent- 
ly  run,  with  the  fame  difficulties,  to  create  ano- 
ther ,*  being  not  able,  how  roughly  dealt  with 
foever,  to  hate  the  Government  they  were  born 
under,  and  the  Obedience  they  have  10  long  been 
accuftom’d  to.  ’Tis  by  the  mediation  and  per- 
fwafion  of  Cuftom,  that  every  one  is  content 
with  the  place  where  he  is  planted  by  Nature ; 
and  the  Higb-landers  of  Scotland  no  more  pant  af- 
ter the  better  Air  of  Tourainy  than  the  ttarv’d 
Scythian  after  the  delightful  Fields  of  TbeJ[aly. 

Darius  asking  certain  Greeks  what  they  would  take 
to  affurae  the  Cuftom  of  the  Indians , of  eating 
the  dead  Corps  of  their  Fathers,  (for  that  was 
their  Ufe,  believing  they  could  not  give  them  a 
better,  nor  more  noble  Sepulture,  than  to  bury 
them  in  their  own  Bodies)  they  made  anfwer. 

That  nothing  in  the  World  lhould  hire  them  to 
do  it  ,*  but  having  alfo  tryed  to  perfuade  the  In- 
dians to  leave  their  barbarous  Cuftom,  and  after 
the  Greek  manner,  to  burn  the  Bodies  of  their 
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Fathers,  they  conceiv’d  a much  greater  horrour 
at  the  motion.  Every  one  does  the  fame,  for 
as  much  as  Ufe  veils  from  us  the  true  Afpe&  of 
things. 

Nil  adeo  magnum , nec  tam  mirabile  quicquam 
Principio,  quod  non  minuant  mirarier  omnes 
Paulatim. 

Nothing  at  firftfo  great,  fo  ftrange  appears. 
Which  by  degrees,  Ufe  in  fucceeding  Years 
Renders  not  more  familiar. 

Taking  upon  me  once  to  juftify  fomething 
in  ufe  amongft  us,  and  that  was  receiv’d  with 
abfolute  Authority  for  a great  many  Leagues 
round  about  us,  and  not  content,  as  Men  com- 
monly do,  to  eftablilh  it  only  by  force  of  Law, 
and  Example,  but  enquiring  ftill  farther  into 
its  Original,  I found  the  foundation  fo  weak, 
that  I who  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  confirm  o- 
thers,  was  very  near  being  dilfatisfy’d  my  felf. 
’Tis  by  this  Receipt  that  Plato  undertakes  to  cure 
this  unnatural  and  prepofterous  Love  of  his 
Time,  which  he  efteems  of  fovereign  Virtue  ; 
namely.  That  the  publick  Opinion  condemns 
them ; That  the  Poets,  and  all  other  forts  of 
Writers,  relate  horrible  Stories  of  them.  A Re- 
cipe, by  virtue  of  which  the  moll  beautiful 
Daughters  no  more  allure  their  Fathers  Lull ; 
nor  Brothers  of  the  fineft  Shape  and  Falhion 
their  Sifters  defire.  The  very  Fables  of  Tbyefiet, 
Oedipus , and  Macareus , having  with  the  Harmo- 
ny of  their  Song  infus’d  this  wholfom  Opinion 
and  Belief  into  the  tender  Brains  of  Infants*  Cha- 
llity  is  in  truth  a great  and  fliining  Vertue,  and 
of  which  the  Utility  is  fufficiendy  known;  but 
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to  govern,  and  prevail  with  it  according  to  Na- 
ture, is  as  hard,  as  ’tiseafie  to  do  it  according  to 
Cuftom,  and  the  Laws  and  Precepts  of  fober 
Pradice.  The  original  aad  fundamental  Rea- 
fonsare  of  very  obfcureand  difficult  fearch,  and 
our  Matters  either  lightly  pafs  them  over,  or  not 
daring  fo  much  as  to  touch  them,  precipitate 
themfelves  into  the  Liberty  and  Prote&ion  of 
Cuftom  ; fuch  as  will  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
withdrawn  from  this  original  Source,  do  yet 
commit  « greater  Error,  and  fubmit  themfelves 
to  wild  and  beaftly  Opinions ; witneft  Chryfippus, 
who  in  fo  many  of  his  Writings  has  ftrew’d  the 
little  Account  he  made  of  incettuous  Conjundi- 
ons  committed  with  how  near  Relations  foever. 


Whoever  would  difengage  himfelf  from  this  vi- 
olent Prejudice  of  Cultom,  would  find  feveral 
things  receiv’d  with  abfolute  and  undoubting 
Opinion,  that  have  no  other  Support  than  the 
hoary  Head  and  rivell'd  Face  of  ancient  Ufe ; 
and  things  being  referr’d  to  the  decifion  of  Truth 
andReafon,  he  will  find  his  Judgment  convinc’d 
and  overthrown,  and  yet  reftor’d  to  a much 
more  fure  Eftate.  For  Example,  I /hall  ask  him, 
what  can  be  more  ftrange  than  to  fee  a People 
oblig’d  to  obey  and  pay  a Reverence  to  Laws 
they  never  underftood,  and  to  be  bound  in  all 
their  Affairs,  both  of  private  and  publick  Con- 
cern, as  Marriages,  Donations,  Wills,  Sales,  and 
Purchafes,  to  Rules  they  cannot  poffibly  know, 
being  neither  writ  nor  publilh’d  in  their  own 
Language,  and  of  which  they  are  of  Neceffity 
to  purchafe  both  the  Interpretation  and  the  Ufe  ? 
Not  according  to  the  ingenious  Opinion  of  So- 
crates, who  counfell’d  his  King  to  make  the 
Trafficksand  Negotiations  of  his  Subjeds,  free, 
frank,  and  of  Profit  to  them,  and  their  Quarrels 
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and  Debates  burdenfom,  and  tart,  and  loaden 
with  heavy  Impofidons  and  Penalties  ,*  but  by  a 
prodigious  Opinion  to  make  Sale  of  Reafon  it 
felf,  and  to  allow  the  Law  a courfe  of  Traffidk. 

I think  my  felf  oblig’d  to  Fortune  that  (as  our 
Hiftorians  report)  it  was  a Gafcon  Gentleman,  a 
Country- man  of  mine,  who  firft  oppos’d  Cbar- 
letnain , when  he  attempted  to  impofe  upon  us 
Latin  and  Imperial  Laws.  What  can  be  more 
fevere  or  unjuft,  than  to  fee  a Nation,  where, 
by  lawful  Cuftom,  the  Office  of  a Judge  is  to 
be  bought  and  fold,  where  Judgments  are  paid 
for  with  ready  Money,  and  where  Juftice  may  • 
legally  be  denied  to  him  that  has  not  where-* 
withal  to  pay  ,*  a Merchandife  in  fo  great  Re- 
pute, as  in  a Government  to  ferve  a fourth  Er 
ftate  of  wrangling  Lawyers,  to  add  to  the  three 
ancient  ones  of  the  Church,  Nobility,  and  Peo- 
ple ; which  fourth  Eftate,  having  the  Laws  in 
their  hands,  and  fovereign  Power  over  Mens 
Lives  and  Fortunes,  make  another  feparate  Bo- 
dy of  Nobility:  From  whence  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that  there  are  double  Laws,  thole  of  Honour, 
and  thofe  of  Juftice,  in  many  things  pofitively 
oppofite  to  one  another,*  the  Nobles  as  rigor 
roufly  condemning  a Lye  taken,  as  the  other  do 
a Lye  reveng’d  : By  the  Law  of  Arms,  he  (hall 
be  degraded  from  all  Nobility  and  Honour  who 
puts  up  an  Affront ; and  by  the  Civil  Law,  he 
who  vindicates  his  Reputation  by  Revenge,  in- 
curs a Capital  Punilhment : who  applies  him- 
lelf  to  the  l aw  for  Reparation  of  an  Offence 
done  to  his  Honour,  dilgraces  himfelf;  and  who 
does  nor,  is  cenfur’d  and  punilh’d  by  the  Law. 
Yet  of  thefe  two  fo  different  things,  both  of 
them  referring  to  one  Head,  the  one  has  the 
, charge  of  Peace,  the  other  of  War*  thofe  have 
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the  Profit,  thefe  the  Honour  j thole  the  Wit. 
dom,  thefe  the  Vertue,*  thofe  the  Word,  thefe 
the  Action  • thofe  Juftice,  thefe  Valour  • thofe 
Reafon,  thefe  Force,*  thofe  the  long  Robe,  thefe 
the  Ihort  divided  betwixt  them. 

For  what  concerns  indifferent  things,  a? 

£loaths,  who  would  debauch  them  from  their 
true  and  real  ufe,  which  is  the  Bodies  Service 
and  Convenience,  and  upon  which  their  ori- 
ginal Grace  and  Decency  depend,  for  the  mod 
fantaftick,  in  my  Opinion,  that  can  be  imagin’d ; 

I will  inftance  amongft  others,  our  flat  'Caps, 
that  long  Tail  of  Velvet  that  hangs  down  froni 
our  Womens  Heads,  and  that  lafcivious  and  a- 
bominable  model  of  a Member  we  cannot  in 
Modefty  lb  much  as  name,  which  neverthelefs 
we  fhamefully  ftrut  withal  in  Publick.  Thefe 
Confiderations  notwithftanding  will  riot  prevail 
upon  any  urtderftanding  Man  to  decline  this 
common  Mode  ,*  but  on  the  contrary,  methiriks 
all  lingular  and  particular  Falhions  are  rather 
marks  of  Folly  and  vain  Affectation,  than  of 
found  Reafon,  and  that  a wife  Man  ought  with- 
in to  withdraw  and  retire'  his  Soul  from  the 
Crowd,  and  there  keep  it  at  Liberty,  and'  in 
power  to  judge  freely  of  things,*  but  as  to  this 
outward  Garb  and  Appearance,  abfolutely  to 
follow  and  conform  himfelf  to  the  Fafhion  of  the 
Time.  Publick  Society  has  nothing  to  do  with 
our  Thoughts,  but  the  reft,  as  oUr  Actions,'  o’Ur 
Labours,  our  Fortunes  and  ourXives,  we  are  to 
|end  and  abandon  themtd  the  common  Opinion 
and  Publick  Service,  as  did  that  gdod  and  great 
Socratety  who  refus’d  to  preferve  his  Life  by'  a 
Difobedience  to  the  Magiftrate,  though  a very 
wicked  and  unjuft  dne:  for  it  is  the  Rule  of 
Rules,  and  the  general  Law  of  Laws^  that  ew 
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very  one  obferve  chofe  of  the  Place  wherein  be 
lives.  ^ 

* N ofxcif  twtdzi  vTitnv  t&Kov. 

The  Countries  Cuftoms  to  oblerve, 

Is  decent,  and  does  Praife  deferve. 

^elides  it  is  a very  great  doubt,  whether  any  fo 
manifeft  Benefit  and  Advantage  can  accrue  from 
the  Alteration  of  a Law  or  Cuftom  receiv’d,  let 
it  be  what  it  will,  as  there  is  Danger  and  Incon- 
venience in  doing  it  j forafmuch  as  Government 
is  a Stru&ure  compos’d  of  feveral  Parts  and 
Members  joyn’d  and  united  together,  with  fo 
ftri&  Affinity  and  Union,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
poflible  to  ftir  fo  much  as  one  Brick  or  Stone, 
but  the  whole  Body  will  fettle  and  be  fenfible 
of  it.  The  Legiflator  of  the  Thurians  ordain’d. 
That  whomever  would  go  about  either  to  abo- 
lifh  old  Laws,  or  to  eftablifh  new,  ffiould  pre- 
fent  himfelf  with  a Halter  about  his  Neck  to  the 
People ; to  the  end,  that  if  the  Innovation  he 
would  introduce  fhould  not  be  approv’d  by  eve- 
ry one,  he  might  immediately  be  hang’d  ,•  and 
that  of  the  Lacedemonians  made  it  the  Bufinefs  of 
his  whole  Life,  to  obtain  from  his  Citizens  a 
faithful  Promife,  that  none  of  his  Laws  fhould 
be  violated.  Th e Epborui,  who  fo  rudely  cut  the 
two  Strings  that  Vhrynis  had  added  to  Mufick, 
never  flood  tp  examine  whether  that  Addition 
made  better  Harmony,  or  that  by  that  means  the 
Inftrument  was  more  full  and  compleat^  it  was 
enough  to  him  to  condemn  the  Invention,  that 
it  was  a Novelty,  and  an  Alteration  of  the  old 
Fafhion.  Which  alfo  is  the  Meaning  of  the  old 
rudy  Sword  carried  before  the  Magiftracy  of 
Marftiileu  For.  my  own  part,  I have  my  felf  a 
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Very  great  Averfion  for  Novelty,  what  Face,  or 
what  Prefence  foever  it  may  carry  along  with 
it,  and  have  reafon,  having  been  an  Eye-wit- 
nefs  of  the  great  Inconveniences  it  has  produc’d. 

A Man  cannot,  I confefs,  truly  fay.  That  the 
Miferies,  which  for  fo  many  Years  have  lain  fo 
heavy  upon  the  Kingdom  of  France,  are  wholly 
occafton’d  by  if  ,*  but  a Man  may  fay,  and  with 
colour  enough,  that  it  has  accidentally  produc’d 
and  begot  both  the  Mifchiefs  and  Ruines  that 
are  fince  continued  both  without  and  againll  it, 
and  it  is  principally  that  we  are  to  accufe  for 
thefe  Diforders. 

« % 

Hen  patior  telu  vulnera  fad  a meih.  !o  viJ  id 

. £/* 

Alas ! The  Wounds  I now  endure 

Which  my  own  Weapons  did  procure. 

They  who  give  the  firft  Ihock  to  a State,  arc 
voluntarily  the  ftrft  over-whelm’d  in  its  Ruine  $ 
the  Fruits  of  publick  Commotion  are  fcidom 
enjoy’d  by  him  who  was  the  firft  Motor,  he  on- 
ly troubles  the  Water  for  anothers  Net,  and  beats 
the  Buffi  whilft  another  gets  the  Hare.  The  U- 
nity  and  Contexture  of  this  Monarchy,  having 
been  manifeftly  in  her  old  Age  rip’d  and  torn  by 
this  thing  call’d  Innovation,  has  fince  laid  open 
a Rent,  and  given  fufficient  Admittance  to  the 
like  Injuries  in  thefe  latter  Times.  The  Royal 
Majefty  does  with  greater  Difficulty  ftoop  and 
ctebafe  itfelffrom  the  height  to  the  Middle, than 
it  falls  and  tumbles  headlong  from  the  Middle  to 
the  Foundation.  But  if  the  Inventors  did  the 
greater  mifchief,  the  Imitators  are  more  vicious* 
to  follow  Examples,  of  which  they  have  felt  and 
ptiniffit  both  thfc  Horror  and  the  Offence.  And  if 
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there  can  be  any  degree  of  Horror  in  ill  doing, 
thefe  laft  are  indebted  to  the  other  for  the  Glo- 
ry of  contriving,  and  the  Courage  of  making 
the  firft  Attempt.  All  forts  of  now  Diforders  ea- 
fily  draw  from  this  primitive  and  over-flowing 
Fountain,  Examples  and  Precedents  to  trouble 
and  difcompole  our  Government.  We  read  in 
our  very  Laws  made  for  the  remedy  of  this  firft 
Evil,  the  Beginning  and  Pretences  of  all  forts  of 
naughty  Enterprifes ; and  in  favour  of  publick 
Vices,  give  them  new  and  more  plaufible  Names 
for  their  Excufe,  fweetning  and  difguifing  their 
true  Titles,  which  mult  be  done  to  win  forfooth, 
and  reclaim  us ; Honefta  oratio  eft,  but  the  belt 
Pretence  for  Innovation  is  of  very  dangerous 
Confequence ; and  freely  to  fpeak  my  Thoughts, 
it  argues  methinks  a ftrange  Self-love,  and  a 
great  Prefumpdon  of  a Man’s  felf,  to  be  fo  fond 
of  his  own  Opinions,  that  a publick  Peace  muft 
be  overthrown  to  eftablilh  them,  and  to  intro- 
duce fo  many  inevitable  Mifchiefs,  and  fo  dread- 
ful a Corruption  of  Manners,  as  a Civil  War, 
and  the.  Mutations  of  State  confequent  to  it, 
always  brings  in  its  Train  • and  to  introduce 
them  in  a thing  of  fo  high  Concern,  into  the 
Bowels  of  a Man’s  own  Country.  Can  there  be 
worfe  Husbandry  than  to  fet  up  fo  many  certain 
and  dete&ed  Vices,  againft  Errors  that  are  only 
conceited,  and  difputable  whether  they  be  fuch 
or  no?  And  are  there  any  worfe  forts  of  Vices 
than  thole  committed  againft  a Man’s  ownCon- 
fcience,  and  the  natural  Light  of  his  own  Rea- 
fon?  The  Senate,  upon  the  Difpute  betwixt  it 
and  the  People  about  the  Adminiftradon  of  their 
Religion,  was  bold  enough  to  return  this  Evafi- 
on  for  current  Pay  : AdDeos , idmagis  quant  ad 
Je  pert  hurt ; ipfos  vijuro,  ne  facra  fua  Votlaantur  : 
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That  thofe  things  more  belong  to  the  Gods  to 
determine,  than  to  them;  let  them  therefore 
have  a care  their  facred  Myfteries  were  not  pro- 
phan’d  : according  to  that  the  Oracle  anfwer'd 
to  thofe  of  Delfbos,  who,  fearing  to  be  invaded 
by  the  Perftans , in  the  Median  War,  enquir’d  of 
Apollo,  how  they  Ihould  difpofe  of  the  holy 
Treafure  of  his  Temple,  whether  they  Ihould 
hide,  or  remove  it  to  feme  other  Place  ? He  re- 
turn’d them  Anfwer,  that  they  fhould  ftir  no- 
thing from  thence,  and  only  take  care  of  them- 
felves,  for  he  was  fufficient  to  look  to  what  be- 
long’d to  him.  Chriftian  Religion  has  all  the 
Marks  of  the  utmoft  Utility  and  Juftice  : but 
none  tpore  manifeft  than  the  fevere  Injunction 
it  lays  indifferently  upon  all  to  yield  abfoluteO- 
bedience  to  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  and  to  main- 
tain and  defend  the  Laws : of  which,  what  a 
wonderful  Example  has  the  Divine  Wifdom  left 
us,  who  to  work  and  eftablilh  the  Salvation  of 
Mankind,  and  to  conduct:  this  his  glorious  Vi- 
ctory over  Death  and  Sin,  would  do  it  after  no 
other  way,  but  at  the  Mercy  of  our  ordinary 
forms  of  Juftice,  fubmitting  the  Progrefs  and 
Iflue  of  fo  high,  and  fo  falutiferous  an  EffeCt,  to 
the  blindnefs  and  injuftice  of  our  Cuftoms  and 
Obfervations,  fuffering  the  innocent  Blood  of 
fo  many  of  his  EleCt,  and  fo  long  a lofs  of  fo 
many  Years  to  the  maturing  of  this  ineftimable 
Fruit?  There  is  a vaft  difference  betwixt  the 
Cafes  of  one  that  follows  the  Forms  and  Laws 
of  his  Country,  and  another  that  will  under- 
take to  regulate  and  change  them ; of  which  the 
firft  pleads  Simplicity,  Obedience,  and  Example 
for  his  Excufe,  who,  whatever  he  fhall  do,  it 
cannot  be  imputed  to  Malice,  ’tis  at  the  worft 
but  Misfortune.  3uis  eft  enim}  quern  non  meveat  Cictr<>  & 
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clarijfm  s monumentn  t eft  at  a,  conftgnataque  antiyui- 
tas  '(  For  who  is  it  that  Antiquity,  fealed,  and 
attefted  with  fo  many  glorious  Monuments  can- 
not move  i Beiides  what  Ifocrates  fay  S',  that  De- 
fe«5t  is  nearer  ally ’d  to  Moderation  than  Excefs. 
The  other  is  a much  more  ruffling  Gamefter,; 
for  whofoever  fhall  take  upon  him  to  choofe, 
to  alter,  and  ufurp  the  Authority  of  judging, 
ought  to  look  well  about  him,  and  make  it  his 
Butinefs  to  difcover  the  Defed  of  what  he 
would  abolifh,  and  the  Vertue  of  what  he  is  a- 
bout  to  introduce.  This  fo  eafy,  and  fo  vulgar 
Confiderarion,  is  that  which  fetled  me  in  my 
Station,  and  kept  even  my  moft  extravagant  and 
ungovern’d  Youth  under  the  Rein,  fo  as  not  to 
burthen  my  Shoulders  with  fo  great  a weight, 
as  to  render  my  felf  refponfible  for  a Science  of 
chat  Importance  ; and  in  this  to  dare,  what  in 
my  better  and  more  mature  Judgment,  I durft 
pot  do  in  the  moft  eafje,  and  indifferent  things 
1 had  been  inftru&ed,  and  wherein  the  temerity 
of  judging  is  ofnoConfequenceat  all.  It  feem- 
ing  to  me  very  unjuft  to  go  about  to  fubject  pub- 
lick  and  eftablifh’d  Guftoms  and  Inftitutions,  to 
the  Weaknefs  and  Inftability  of  a private  and 
particular  Fancy,  (for  private  Reafon  is  but  a 
private  Jurifditftion)  and  to  attempt  that  upon 
the  Divine,  which  no  Government  will  endure 
a Man  Ihould  do  upon  the  Civil  Laws.  With 
which,  though  human  Reafon  has  much  mere 
Commerce,  than  with,  the  other  ^ yet  are  they 
fovereignly  judg’d  by  their  own  proper  Judges, 
and  the  utmeft  fufficiency,  ferves  only  to  ex- 
pound, and  let  forth  the  Law  and  Cultoni  re- 
ceiv’d, and  neither  to  wreft  ic,  nor  to  introduce 
any  thing  of  Innovation.  And  if  fometimes  the 
Divine  Providence  have  gone  beyond  the  Rules, 
; . v/s  ‘ - • - * ■ to 
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to  which  it  has  neceffarily  bound,  and  oblig’d 
us  Men;  it  is  not  to  give  us  any  Difpenfation  to 
do  the  fame  ; thofe  are  only  Mafter-itrokes  of 
the  Divine  Hand,  which  we  are  not  to  imi- 
tate. buc admire;  and  extraordinary  Examples, 

Marks  of  purpos’d  and  particular  Teftimo- 
nies  of  Power,  of  the  Nature  of  Miracles  pre- 
fented  before  us  for  Manifestations  of  its  Al- 
mighty Operation,  equally  above  both  our  Rules 
and  Forces,  which  it  would  be  folly,  and  Impi- 
ety to  attempt  to  repcefentand  imitate ; and  that 
we  ought  not  to  follow,  but  to  contemplate 
with  the  greateft  Reverence  and  Aftonifhment: 

Arts  proper  for  his  Perfon  who  has  Power  to  do 
them,  and  not  for  us.  Cotta  very  opportunely 
declares,that  when  Matter  of  Religion  is  in  que- 
ftion,  he  will  be  govern’d  by  T.  Corunc.mus , P. 

Scivio,  P.  Scavola,  who  were  the  High  Priefts, 
and  not  by  Zerto , Cleantbes,  or  Chrrfppus,  who 
were  Philofophers.  God  knows  in  the  prefent 
Quarrel  of  our  Civil  War,  where  there  are  a ; 
hundred  Articles  to  dafti  out  and  to  put  in,  and 
thofe  great  and  very  confid.erable  ones  top , 
how  many  there  are  who  can  truly  boaft,  they 
have  exa&ly  and  perfe&ly  weigh’d  and  under- 
flood  the  Grounds  and  Reafons  of  the  one  and 
the  other  Party.  ’Tas  a Number  (if  it  make 
any  Number)  that  would  be  able  to  procure  us 
very’ little  Difturbance  : but  what  becomes  of 
all  the  reft  ? under  whatEnfigns  do  they  march  ? 
in  what  Quarter  do  they  lie  ? Theirs  have  the 
fame  Effe&  with  other  weak  and  ill  apply 'd  Me- 
dicines, they  have  only  let  the  Humours  they 
would  Purge,  more  violently  in  working,  itirrd 
and  ejtafperated  them  by  the  Conflidf,  and  left 
them  (till  behind/  The  Apozem  was  too  weak 
HP  purge,  but  flrong  enough  t0  wea*en  ns 
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that  It  does  not  work,  but  we  keep  it  ftill  in 
our. Bodies,  and  reap  nothing  from  the  Operati- 
on bpt  inteftine  Gripes  arid  Dolours ; fo  it  is 
peverthelefs,  that  Fortune  ftill  referring  her  Au- 
thority in  Defiance  of  whatever  we  are  able  to 
do  or  fay,  does  fometimes  prefent  us  with  a Ne- 
cefTtty  fo  urgent,  that  ’tis  requifite  the  Laws 
ftiould  a little  yield,  and  give  way,*  and  when 
one  oppofes  the  Encreafe  of  an  Innovation  that 
thus  intrudes  it  felf  by  Violence,  to  keep  a Mari’s 
felf.  in  fo  doing  in  all  Places,  and  in  all  Things, 
within, the  Bounds  and  Rules  prefcrib’d,  agairift 
;thofe  who  haye  the  Power,  and  to  whorii  all 
things  are  lawful,  that.may  ariy  way  fefve  to  ad- 
vance their,  Defign,  who  have  no  other  Law  nor 
Rule  but  what  ferves  beft  to  their  own  Purpofe  j 
is  a dangerous  Obligation,  and  an  intolerable 
Inequality. 


Aditum  nocendi  perfido  prajtat  fides. 

7 • 

<.»!.*«  t * • h . » . , 

' So  fimple  Truth  does  her  fair  Breaft  dilarm, 
And  gives  to  Treachery  a Power  to  harm. 


Forafmuch  as  the  ordinary  Difcipline  of  a 
healthful  State  does  not  provide  againft  thefe 
extraordinary  Accidents,  fhe  prefuppofes  a Bo- 
dy that  fupports  it  felf  in  its  principal  Mem- 
bers and  Offices,  and  a common  confent  to  its 
Obedience  and  Obfervation.  A llegal  proceed- 
ing is  cold,  heavy  and  conftrain’d,  and  not  fit 
to  make  Head  againft  a headftrong  and  unbrid- 
led Proceeding.  'Tis  known  to  be  to  this  day 
caft  in  the  Dilh  of  chofe  two  great  Men,  08a- 
■v;us  and  Cato,  in  the  two  Civil  Wars  of  Scylia 
and  Co: far,  that  they  would  rather  fuffer  their 
’Country  to  undergo  the  laft  Extremities^  thari 
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to  relieve  their  Fellow  Citizens  at  the  Expence 
of  its  Laws,  or  to  be  guilty  of  any  Innovation  j 
for  in  truth,  in  thefe  laft  Neceffities,  where 
there  is  no  other  Remedy,  it  would  peradven- 
ture  be  more  difcreetly  done,toftoop,  and  yield 
a little  to  receive  the  Blow,  than  by  oppofing 
without  Poflibility  of  doing  any  good,  to  give 
occafion  to  Violence,  to  trample  all  under  foot  $ 
and  better  to  make  the  Laws  do  what  they  can, 
when  they  cannot  do  what  they  would..  After 
this  manner  did  he  who  fufpended  them  for  four 
and  twenty  Hours,  and  he  who  for  once  fhifted 
a day  in  the  Calendar,  and  that  other  who  in 
the  Month  of  June  made  a Second  of  May.  The 
Lacademonians  themfelves,  who  were  fo  religi- 
ous Obfervers  of  the  Laws  of  their  Country  be- 
ing ftraitned  by  one  of  their  own  Edi&s,  by 
Which  it  was  exprefly  forbidden  to  choofe  the 
fame  Man  to  be  Admiral  $ and  on  the  other  fide, 
itheir  Affairs  neceflarily  requiring,  that  Lyfander 
Should  again  take  tfpon  him  that  Command, 
they  made  one  Aratus  Admiral,  ’tis  true,  but 
withal,  Lyfander  went  Superintendent  of  the 
Navy.  And  by  the  fame  Subtilty  and  Equivo- 
cation, one  of  their  Ambaffadors  being  fent  to 
the  Athenians  to  obtain  the  Revocation  of  fome 
Decree,  and  Pericles  remonftrating  to  him,  that 
it  was  forbid  to  take  away  the  Tablet,  wherein 
a Law  had  once  been  engrofs’d,  he  advis’d  him 
to  turn  it  only,  that  being  not  forbidden  at  all ; 
and  Plutarch  commends  Pbilopcemen , that  being 
born  to  Command,  he  knew  how  to  do  it,  not 
only  according  to  the  Laws,  but  alfo  to  over- 
rule even  the  Laws  themfelves,  when  the  pub- 
Bck  Neceffity  fo  requir’d. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Various  Events  from  the  fame  Counfel. 

: 4 

JA^ues  Amiot,  great  Almoner  of  France,  one 
day  related  to  me  this  Story,  much  to  the 
Honour  of  a Prince  of  ours  (and  ours  he  is. upon 
/ feveral  very  good  Accounts,  though  originally 
of  Foreign  Extra&ion)  that  in  the  time  of  our 
firft  Commotions  at  the  Siege  of  Rouen,  this 
Prince,  having  been  advertis’d  by  the  Queen- 
Mother  of  a Confpiracy  againft  his  Life,  and  in 
her  Letters  particular  notice  being  given  him,  of 
the  Perfon  who  was  to  execute  the  Bufinefs  (who 
was  a Gentleman  of  Anjou,  or  elfe  of  Maynt, 
and  who  to  this  Effect  did  frequently  haunt  this 
Prince’s  Houfe)  difcover’d  not  a Syllabic  of  this 
Intelligence  to  any  one  whatever,  but  going  the 
next  day  to  St.  Katharine ts  Mount,  from  whence 
our  Battery  play’d  again#*  the  Town  (fo^  it  was 
during  the  time  of  a Siege)  and  having  in  Com- 
pany with  him  the  (aid  Lord  Almoner,  and  ano- 
ther Bilhop,  he  was  prefently  aware  of  this  Gen- 
tleman, who  had  been  denoted  to  himj  and  pre- 
fenriy  caus'd  him  to  be  call’d  to  his  Pre(cnce  : To 
whom  being  come  before  him,  feeing  him  pale, 
and  trembling  with  cheConfeience  of  his  Guilt, 
he  thu-  Lid,  Monfieur  fuch  aone.  You  already  gueft 
what  I have  to  fay  to  you,  your  Countenance  divers 
it,  and  therefore  ’tis  tn  vain  to  difguije your  VraSice 
for  lam  fo  well  inform'd  of  your  Bufinefs,  that  it  will 
but  make  worfe  for  you,  to  go  about  to  conceal  or  to 
deny  it  ! you  know  very  well  fuch  and  fucb  Fafjages, 
( which  were  the  moft  fecret  Circumftances  of 
his  Confpiracy)  and  therefore  be  fure,  as  you  tender 
your  own  Life,  to  confefs  to  me  the  whole  Truth  of  your 
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Defign.  The  poor  Man  feeing  himfelf  thus  trap’d, 
and  convinc’d  (for  the  whole  Bufinefs  had  been 
difcover’d  to  the  Queen  by  one  of  the  Com- 
plices) was  in  fuch  a Taking,  he  knew  not  what 
to  do ; but  joyning  his  Hands  to  beg  and  foe 
for  Mercy,  he  meant  to  throw  himfelf  at  this 
Prince’s  Feet,  who  taking  him  up  proceeded  to 
fay,  Come  on , Sir , and  tell  me,  have  I at  any  time 
heretofore  done  you  any  Injury  ? or  have  7,  through  my 
particular  Hatred  or  private  Malice,  offended  any  Kinf- 
man  or  Friend  of  yours  ? It  is  not  above  three  Weeks 
that  I have  known  you  ; What  inducement  then  could 
move  you  to  attempt  my  Death ? To  which  the 
Gentleman,  with  a trembling  Voice,  reply’d, 

! That  it  was  no  particular  Grudge  he  had  to  his  Perfon , 
hut  the  general  Interefi  and  Concern  of  bis  Party,  and 
that  be  had  been  put  upon  it  by  fame  who  had  perfwaded 
him  it  would  be  a meritorious  A cl,  by  any  means  to 
extirpate  fo  great  and  fo  powerful  an  Enemy  of  their 
-Religion.  Well , (aid  the  Prince,  1 will  now  let  you 
fee , bow  much  more  charitable  the  Religion  is  that  I 
maintain , than  that  which  you  profefs ; Tours  has  per - 
J waded  you  to  kill  me,  without  hearing  me  to  fpeak , 
and  without  ever  having  given  you  any  caufe  of 
Offence ; and  mine  commands  me  to  forgive  you,  con- 
vict as  you  are , by  your  own  Confejfion , of  a Defign  to 
murthtr  me  without  Reafon.  Get  you  gone , that  I 
fee  you  no  more  and  if  you  are  wife , choofe  hence- 
forward bonefhr  Aden  for  your  Councilors  in  your  De- 
fign s.  The  Emperor  Augufius , being  in  Gaul, 
had  certain  information  of  a Confpiracy  L.  Cinna 
was  contriving  againft  him,  who  thereupon  re- 
folv’d  to  make  him  an  Example  ; and  to  that 
end  fent  to  fummonhis  Friends  to  meet  the  next 
Morning  in  Council , but  the  Night  between  he 
paft  over,  with  unquietnefs  of  Mind,  confi- 
dering  that  he  was  to  put  to  death  a young  Man, 
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of  an  illuftrious  Family,  and  Nephew  10  the 
great  Yompey,  which  made  him  break  out  into 
leveral  Ejaculations  of  Paffion  : What  then,  faid 
he.  Shall  it  be  faid,  that  I fhall  live  in  perpetual 
Anxiety,  and  continual  Alarm,  and  fuffer  my 
Affaflinates  in  the  mean  time  to  walk  abroad  at 
Liberty  ? fhall  he  go  unpunifhed  after  having 
confpir’d  againft  my  Life,  a Life  that  I have 
hitherto  defended  in  fo  many  Civil  Wars,  and 
fo  many  Battles  both  by  Land  and  Sea  ? And 
after  having  fettled  the  Univerfal  Peace  of  the 
whole  World,  fhall  this  Man  be  pardoned,  who 
has  confpired  not  only  to  murther,butto  facrifice 
me  ? For  the  Confpiracy  was  to  kill  him  at  Sa- 
crifice. After  which,  remaining  for  fome  time 
filenr,he  re-begun  louder,and  ftraining  his  Voice 
more  than  before  to  exclaim  againft  himfelf,  and 
fay.  Why  liv’ft  thou  ? If  it  be  for  the  good  of  many 
that  thou  fhould’ft  Die  ? muft  there  be  no  end  of 
thy  Revenges  and  Cruelties  ? Is  thy  Life  of  fo  great 
value,  that  fo  many  Mifchiefs  muft  be  done  to 
preferve  it  ? His  Wife  Li  via,  feeing  him  in  this 
perplexity ; Will  you  take  a Woman's  Counfel, 
faid  fhe  i Do  as  the  Phyficians  do,  who  when 
the  ordinary  Recipes  will  do  no  good,  make 
Tryal  of  the  contrary.  By  feverity  you  have 
hitherto  prevail'd  nothing  ,•  Lepidus  has  follow’d 
Savidienus , Mttrena  Lepidus , Capio  Murena , and 
Egnutius  Capio.  Begin  now  ana  try  how  Sweet- 
nefs  and  Clemency  will  fucceed.  C'mna  is  con- 
vift,  forgive  him,  he  will  never  henceforth  have 
the  Heart  to  hurt  thee,  and  it  will  be  an  A6fc  of 
Glory.  Auguftus  was  glad  that  he  had  met  with 
an  Advocate  of  his  own  Humour  ,•  wherefore, 
having  thank’d  *his  Wife,  and  in  the  Morning 
countermanded  his  Friends  he  had  before  fum- 
mpn’d  to  Council,  he  commanded  Cinna  all  alone 
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to  be  brought  to  him  ; who  being  accordingly 
come,  and  a Chair  by  his  Appointment  fee  him, 
having  commanded  every  one  out  of  tht  Room, 
he  fpake  to  him  after  this  manner : In  the  firft 
plac  QyCinna,  I demand  of  thee  patient  Audience; 
do  not  interrupt  me  in  what  I am  about  to  fay, 
and  I will  afterwards  give  thee  Time  andLeifure 
to  anfwer.  Thou  know’ft,  C/ww,  that  having 
taken  thee  Prifoner  in  the  Enemies  Camp,  and 
that  an  Enemy  not  only  made,  but  born  fo, 
I gave  thee  thy  Life,  reftor’d  thee  all  thy  Goods, 
and  finally  put  thee  in  fo  good  a pofture,  by 
my  Bounty,  of  living  well  and  at  thy  eafe,  that 
the  Victorious  envy’d  the  Conquer’d.  The 
Sacerdotal  Office  which  thou  mad’ft  fujt  to  me 
for,  I conferr’d  upon  thee,  after  having  deny’d 
it  to  others,  whofe  Fathers  have  ever  born  Arms 
in  my  Service : And  after  fo  many  Obligations 
thou  haft  undertaken  to  kill  me.  At  which  Cinna 
crying  out,  that  he  was  very  far  from  entertain- 
ing any  fo  wicked  a Thought  ; Thou  doft  not 
keep  thy  Promife,  Cinna,  (continued  Augujlus) 
that  thou  would’ft  not  interrupt  me.  Yes. 
thou  haft  undertaken  to  murther  me  in  fuch 
a Place,  fuch  a Day,  in  fuch  and  fuch  Company, 
and  in  fuch  a Manner.  At  which  Words  feeing 
Cinna  aftonifh’d  and  filent,  not  upon  the  Account 
of  his  Promife  fo  to  be,but  interdid  with  the  con- 
fcience  of  his  Crime;  Why,  proceeded  Augufius, 
to  what  end  would’ft  thou  do  it  ? Is  it  to  be 
Emperour  ? Believe  me,  the  Rupublick  is  in  a 
very  ill  Condition,  if  I am  the  only  Man  be- 
twixt thee  and  the  Empire.  Thou  art  not  able 
fo  much  as  to  defend  thy  own  Houfe,  and  but 
t’other  day  waft  baffled  in  a Suit,  by  the  oppos’d 
Intereft  of  a mean  manumitted  Slave.  What, 
haft  thou  neither  Means  nor  Power  in  any  other 
L thing, 
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thing,  but  only  to  attempt  againft  Cafar  ? I 
quit  claim  to  the  Empire,  if  there  is  no  other 
but  I to  obftnnft  thy  Hopes : Can’ft  thou  be- 
lieve, that  Paulas,  that  Fabius , that  the  CaJJians 
and  Serviliansy  and  fo  many  Noble  Romans , not 
only  fo  in  Title,  but  who  by  their  Virtue  honour 
their  Nobility,  would  fuffer  or  endure  thee  ? 
After  this,  and  a great  deal  more  that  he  faid  to 
him,  (for  he  was  two  long  Hours  in  fpeaking) 
Well,  Cinna,  go  thy  way,  faid  he,  I again  give 
thee  that  Life  in  the  Quality  of  a Tray  tor  and 
a Parricide,  which  I once  before  gave  thee  in 
the  Quality  of  an  Enemy.  Let  Friendfhip  from 
this  time  forward  begin  betwixt  us,  and  let 
us  try  to  make  it  appear  whether  I have  given, 
or  thou  haft  receiv’d  thy  Life  with  the  better 
Faith;  and  fo  departed  from  him.  Some  time 
after,  he  preferr’d  him  to  the  Confular  Digni- 
ty, complaining j that  he  had  not  the  Confi- 
dence to  demand  it ; had  him  ever  after  for  his 
very  great  Friend,  and  was  at  laft  made  by 
him  fble  Heir  to  all  his  Eftate.  Now  from 
the  time  of  this  Accident,  which  befel  Auguftus 
in  the  fortieth  Year  of  his  Age,  he  never 
had  any  Gonfpiracy  or  Attempt  againft  him, 
and  therein  reap’d  the  due  Reward  of  this  his 
fo  generous  and  exemplary  Clemency.  But 
it  did -not  fo  well  fucceed  with  our  Prince  in 
the  former  Story;  his  Moderation  and  Mercy 
not  being  fufficient  fo  to  fecure  him,  that  he 
did  not  afterwards  fall  into  the  toils  of  the  tike 
Treafon : fb  vain  and  frivolous  a thing  isHumane 
Prudence;  and  in  fpight  of  all  our  Proje&s, 
Counfels,  and  Precautions,  Fortune  will  (fill  be 
Mrftreft  of  Events.  We  repute  Phyficians  for- 
tunate when  they  hit  upon  a lucky  Core,  as  if 
there  was  no  other  Art  but  theirs  that  could  not 
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ftand  upon  its  own  Legs,  and  whofe  Foundations 
are  too  weak  to  fupport  its  felf  upon  its  own 
Bafis,  and  as  if  no  other  Art  flood  in  need  of 
Fortune’s  Hand  to  aflift  in  its  Operations.  For 
my  Part,  I think  of  Phyfick  as  much  good  or  ill 
as  any  one  would  have  me  : for  Thanks  be  to 
God,  we  have  no  great  Traffick  together  I 
am  of  a quite  contrary  Humour  to  other  Men, 
for  I always  defpife  it;  but  when  I am  fick,  in- 
ftead  of  recanting,  or  entring  into  Compofition 
with  it,  I begin  yet  more  to  hate,  naufeate, 
and  fear  it,  telling  them  who  importune  me  to 
enter  into  a Courfe  of  Phyfick,  that  they  muft 
give  me  time  to  recover  my  Strength  and  Health, 
that  I may  be  the  better  able  to  fupport  and  en- 
counter the  violence  and  danger  of  the  Potion: 

So  that  I ftill  let  Nature  work,  fuppofing  her  to 
be  fufficiently  arm’d  with  Teeth  and  Claws  to 
defend  her  felf  from  the  Aflaults  of  Infirmity, 
and  to  uphold  that  Contexture,  the  Diffolution 
of  which  fhe  flies  and  abhors:  For  I am  afraid, 
left  inftead  of  Affifting  her  when  grappled,  and 
ftruggling  with  the  Difeafe,  I ftiould  Affift  her 
Adyerfary,  and  procure  new  Work,  and  new 
Accidents  to  encounter.  Now  I fay,  that  not 
in  Phyfick  only,  but  in  other  more  certain  Arts, 
Fortune  has  a very  great  intereft  and  fhare.  The 
Poetick  Raptures,  and  thofe  prodigious  flights 
of  Fancy,  that  ravilh  and  tranfport  the  Author 
out  of  himfelf,  why,  fhould  we  not  attribute 
them  to  his  good  Fortune,  fince  the  Poet  him- 
felf confefles  they  exceed  his  Sufficiency  and 
Force,  and  acknowledges  them  to  proceed  from 
fomething  elfe  than  himfelf,  and  has  them  no 
more  in  his  Power  than  the  Orators  fay  they 
have  thofe  extraordinary  Motions  and  Agitati- 
ons that  fometimes  pufh  tjiem  beyond  their  De- 
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fign,  It  is  the  fame  in  Painting,  where  Touches 
fhall  fomedmes  flip  from  the  hand  of  the  Painter, 
fo  furpafling  both  his  Fancy  and  his  Art,  as  to 
beget  his  own  Admiration.  But  Fortune  does 
yet  more  accidentally  manifeft  the  {hare  fhe  has 
in  all  things  of  this  kind,  by  the  Graces  and 
Elegancies  are  found  out  in  them,  not  only  be- 
yond the  Intention,  but  even  without  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Artift.  A judicious  Reader  does 
often  find  out  in  other  Mens  Writings,  other 
kind  of  Perfe&ions,  and  finds  in  them  a better 
Senfe  and  more  queint  Expreflion  than  the  Au- 
thor himfelf  either  intended  or  perceiv’d.  And, 
as  to  military  Enterprizes  and  Execudofis,  every- 
one fees  how  great  a hand  Fortuhe  has  in  all 
thofe  Affairs;  even  in  our  very  Counfels  and 
Deliberations  there  muft  certainly  by  fomething 
of  Chance  and  good  Luck  mix’d  with  Humane 
Prudence,  for  all  that  our  Wifdom  can  do  alone 
is  no  great  matter;  the  more  piercing,  quick, 
and  apprehenfive  it  is,  the  weaker  it  finds  it  felf, 
and  is  by  fo  much  more  apt  to  miftrult  its  own 
Vertue.  I am  of  SyUas  Opinion,  and  when  I 
moft  ftri&ly  and  nearer  hand  examine  the  moft 
glorious  Exploits  of  War,  I perceive,  methinks, 
that  thofe  who  carry  them  on,  make  ufe  of 
Counfel  and  Debate  only  for  Cuftohis  fake,  and 
leave  the  beft  part  of  the  Enterprize  to  Fortune, 
and  relying  upon  her  Favour  and  Afliftance, 
tranfgrefs  at  every  turn  the  Bounds  of  Military 
Gondu&,  and  the  Rules  of  War.  There  happen 
fomedmes  accidental  Alacrities  and  ftrange  Fu- 
ries in  their  Deliberations,  that  for  the  moft 
part  prompt  them  to  follow  the  worft , and 
worft  grounded  Counfels,  and  that  fwell  their 
Courages  beyond  the  Limits  of  Reafon  : from 
whence  it  falls  our,  that  many  great  Captains, 
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to  juftify  thofe  temerarious  Deliberations,  have  Mmiuc  in 
been  forc’d  to  tell  their  Soldiers,  that  they  were  **'*  c>m~ 
by  fome  Infpiration  and  good  Omen  encoura-  m‘ntar'»t' 
ged  and  invited  to  fuch  Attempts.  Wherefore,  in 
this  Doubt  and  Uncertainty  that  the  Ihortfight- 
ednefs  of  Humane  Wifdom  to  fee  and  choofe 
the  beft,  (by  reafon  of  the  Difficulties  that  the 
various  Accidents  and  Circumftances  of  things 
bring  along  with  them)  does  perplex  us  withal* 
the  fureft  way  in  my  Opinion,  did  no  other 
Confideration  invite  us  to  it,  were  to  pitch  upon 
that  wherein  is  the  greateft  Appearance  of  Ho- 
nefty  and  Juftice*  and  not  being  certain  of  the 
ihorteft,  ro  go  the  ftraighteft  and  moft  dire# 
way ; as  in  thefe  two  Examples  I have  before 
laid  down ; there  is  no  queftion  to  be  made  but 
it  was  more  noble  and  genetous  in  him  who  had 
receiv’d  the  Offence,  to  pardon  it,  as  they  both 
did,  than  to  do  otherwife ; and  if  the  former  mif- 
carried  in  it,  he  is  not  neverthelefs  to  be  blam’d 
for  his  good  Intention : Neither  does  any  one  know 
if  he  had  proceeded  otherwife,  whether  by  that 
means  he  had  avoided  the  end  his  Deftiny  had  ap- 
pointed for  him;  and  he  had  however  loft  the  Glo- 
ry of  fo  generous  an  Adt.  You  will  find  inHifto- 
ry  many  who  have  been  in  this  apprehenfion,  that 
the  moft  part  have  taken  the  courfe  to  meet,  and 
prevent  Confpiracies  by  Punifhment  and  Re- 
venge: but  I find  blit  very  few  who  have  reap’d 
any  Advantage  by  this  proceeding,-  witnefs  fo 
many  Roman  Emperors:  And  whoever  finds  him- 
felf  in  this  danger,  ought  not  to  expect  much,  ei- 
ther from  his  V igilancy  or  Power ; for  how  hard  a 
thing  is  it  for  a Man  to  feciire  himfelf  from  an 
Enemy,  who  lies  conceal’d  under  the  counte- 
nance of  the  moft  officious  Friend  we  have,  and 
to  difcover  and  know  the  Wills  and  inward  _ 
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Thoughts  of  thofe  who  are  continually  doing 
us  fervice?  ’Tis  to  much  purpofe  to  have  a Guard 
of  Strangers  about  a Man’s  Perfon,  and  to  be 
always  fenced  about  with  a Pale  of  armed  Men  ; 
whofoever  defpifes  his  own  Life , is  always 
Mailer  of  that  of  another  Man.  And  moreover* 
this  continual  Sufpicion,  that  makes  a Prince  jea- 
lous of  all  the  World,  mull  of  neceffity  be  a 
ftrange  Torment  to  him,  and  therefore  it  was, 
that  Dion,  being  advertis’d  that  Calippus  watch’d 
all  opportunities  to  take  away  his  Life,  had 
never  the  Heart  to  enquire  more  particularly  in- 
to it,  faying.  That  he  had  rather  die,  than  live 
in  that  milery  that  he  mult  continually  Hand 
upon  his  Guard,  not  only  againft  his  Enemies, 
but  his  Friends  alfo,-  which  Alexander  much  more 
lively  manifefted  in  effe#,  when  having  notice 
by  a Letter  from  Parmenio,  that  Philip,  his  molt 
beloved  Phyfician,  was  by  Darius  his  money 
corrupted  to  poyfon  him,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  gave  the  Letter  to  Philip  to  read,  fup’d  of  the 
Potion  he  had  brought  him.  Was  not  this  by 
fuch  a Refolution  to  exprefs,  that  if  his  Friends 
had  a mind  to  difpatch  him  out  of  the  World, 
he  was  willing  to  give  them  opportunity  to  do 
it?  This  Prince  is  indeed  the  Sovereign  Prece- 
dent of  all  hazardous  Adfionsj  but  Ido  not  know 
whether  there  be  another  palfage  in  his  Life 
wherein  there  is  fo  much  fteadinefs  and  con- 
ftancy  as  in  this,  nor  fo  illuftrious  an  Image  of 
the  greatnefs  of  his  Mind.  Thofe  who  preach 
to  Princes  fo  circumfpe&  and  vigilant  a Jea- 
Iculie  and  Diftruft,  under  colour  of  Security, 
preach  to  them  Ruin  and  Dilhonour.  Nothing 
Noble  can  ever  be  perform’d  without  Danger. 

I know  a Perfon,  naturally  of  a very  great  da- 
ring and  enterprising  Courage,  whole  good  for- 
tune 
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tune  is  continually  prevented,  and  foreftall-d  Joy 
fuch  perfwafions,that  he  muft  retire  into  die  grolji 
of  his  own  Body,  and  keep  thofe  he  knows  are  his 
Friends  continually  about  him,  that  he  piuft  pop 
hearken  to  any  Reconciliation  with  his  ancient 
Enemies,  that  he  muft  ftand  off,  and  not  truft  hij 
Perfon  in  hands  ftronger  than  his  own,  what  pro- 
mifesor  offers  foever  they  may  make  him, or  what 
advantages  foever  he  may  fee  before  him.  And 
I know  another,  who  has  unexpe&edly  mad? 
his  Fortune  by  following  a contrary  Advice. 
Courage,  the  Reputation  and  Glory  of  which 
Men  leek  with  fo  greedy  an  Appetite,  repre** 
fents  and  fets  it  felf  out  when  need  requires, 
as  magnificently  in  Querpo,  as  in  the  neateft 
Arms ; in  aClofet,  as  well  as  a Camp,*  and  this 
over-circumfpedfc  and  wary  Prudence  is  a mortal 
Enemy  to  all  high  and  generous  Exploit^ 

Scipio,  to  found  Sypbax  his  intention,  leaving  his 
Army,  and  abandoning  Spain,  not  yet  fecure, 
nor  well  fettled  in  his  new  Conqueft,  could  pafs 
over  into  Africk  in  two  contemptible  Bottoms,  tp 
commit  himfelf,  in  an  Enemies  Country,  to  the 
power  of  a Barbarian  King,  to  a Faith  untry ’d  and 
unknown,  without  Precaution,  without  Hoftage, 
under  the  foie  fecurity  of  the  greatnefs  of  hjs 
own  Courage,  his  good  Fortune,  and  the  promife 
of  his  elevated  Hopes.  Habita  jides  ipfam  pUru'm-  nv;ut 
<}ue  fidem  obligat.  Truft  oftentimes  obliges  Fidelity.  '• 
On  the  contrary , Fear  and  Diffidence  invite  and 
draw  on  Injury  and  Offence.  The  moft  miftruft- 
ful  of  all  our  Kings  fettled  his  Affairs  principally 
by  voluntarily  giving  up  his  Life  and  Liberty  into 
his  Enemies  hands,  by  that  Atftion  manifefting 
that  he  had  an  abfolute  confidence  in  them,  to 
the  end  they  might  repofe  as  great  an  affurance 
in  him. Cxfar  did  only  oppofe  the  Authority  of  J)js 
N i - ' . * Counts? 
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Countenance,  and  the  fharpnefs  of  his  Rebukes 
to  his  mutinous  Legions,  and  rebellious  Army. 

fit  tit  agger e fufti 

Incur.. y.  Cefpitts , intrefidus  vultu,  meruitque  titneri 
Nil  metuevs. 

Upon  a Parapet  of  Turf  he  flood, 

His  manly  face  with  Refolution  /hone, 

And  froze  the  Mutineers  rebellious  Blood, 
Challenging  fear  frcm  all  by  fearing  none. 

But  it  is  true  withal,  that  this  undaunted  Aflu- 
rance  is  not  to  be  reprefented  in  its  true  and 
lively  form,  but  by  fuch  whom  the  apprehenfion 
of  Death,  and  the  worft  that  can  happen,  does 
no  way  terrifie  and  affright  ,•  for  to  reprefent  a 
pretended  Refolution  with  a pale  and  doubtful 
Countenance,  and  trembling  Limbs  for  the  forc’d 
Service  of  an  important  Reconciliation,  will 
effe<A  nothing  to  purpofe,  ’Tis  an  excellent 
way  to  gain  the  Heart,  and  conquer  the  Will 
of  another,  to  go  fubroit j and  intrmft  a man’s 
Perfbn  to  him,  provided  it  appear  to  be  frankly 
done,  and  without  the  conflraint  of  neeeflity, 
and  in  fuch  a condition,  that  a Man  manifeftly 
does  it  out  of  a pure  and  entire  confidence  in  the 
Party,  at  leaft  with  a Countenance  clear  from 
any  Cloud  of  fufpicion. ' I faw,  when  I was  a 
Boy,  a Gentleman,  who  was  Governour  of  a 
great  City,  upon  occafion  of  a Popular  Com- 
motion and  Fury,  not  knowing  what  other 
courfe  to  take,  go  out  of  a Place  of  very  great 
Strength  and  Security,  and  commit  himfelf  to 
the  mercy  of  the  feditious  Rabble,  in  hopes  by 
that  means  to  appeafe  the  Tumult  before  it  grew 
to  a more  formidable  Head  : But  it  was  ill  for 
him  that  he  did  fo,  for  he  was  there  miferably 
flain.  But  I am  not  neverthelefs  of  opinion. 
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that  he  committed  fo  great  an  Errour  in  going 
out,  as  Men  commonly  reproach  his  Memory 
withal,  as  he  did  in  choofing  a gentle  and  fub- 
miffive  way  for  the  effecting  his  purpofe,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  quiet  this  ftorm,  rather  by  o- 
beying  than  commanding,  and  by  Entreaty  ra- 
ther than  Remonftrance  ,•  and  am  inclin’d  to 
believe,  that  a gracious  Severity,  with  a Soldier- 
like way  of  commanding,  full  of  Security,  and 
Confidence  fuitable  to  the  Quality  of  his  Perfon ; 
and  the  Dignity  of  his  Command,  would  have 
fucceeded  better  with  him  ; at  leaft,  he  had  pe- 
ri/h’d  with  greater  Decency  and  Reputation. 

There  i$  nothing  fo  little  to  be  expe&ed,  or 
hop’d  for  from  this  many-heated  Monftpr,  when 
fo  incens’d,  as  Humanity  and  good  Nature;  it 
is  much  more  capable  of  Reverence  and  Fear. 

I fhould  alfo  reproach  him,  that  having  taken  a 
Refolution  fin  my  Judgment  rather  brave  than 
rafh)  to  expofe  himfelf  weak  and  naked  in  this 
tempeftuous  Sea  of  enraged  Franticks;  he  ought 
boldly  to  have  Item’d  the  Current,  and  to  have 
born  himfelf  bravely  aloft ; whereas  coming  to 
difcover  his  Danger  nearer  hand,  and  his  Nofe 
thereupon  hapning  to  bleed,  he  again  chang’d 
that  demifs  and  fawning  Countenance  he  had  at 
firft  put  on,into  another  of  Fear  and  Amazement, 
and  filling  both  hisVoice  and  Eyes  with  Entrea- 
ties and  Tears,  and  in  that  Pofture  endeavour- 
ing to  withdraw  and  fecure  his  Perfon,  that  Car- 
riage more  enflam’d  tbeirFury , and  loon  brought 
the  Effects  of  it  upon  him.  It  was  upon  a time 
in  a certain  Place  order’d  by  fome,  who  had  no 
very  good  Meaning  in  it,  that  there  fhould  be 
a general  Mufter  of  feveral  Troops  in  Arms  (for 
that  is  the  moft  proper  Scene  of  fecret  Revenges, 
jtnd  there  is  no  Place  where  they  can  be  executed 
*'•'  " . * N 3 5-  • ‘ A with 
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with  greater  Safety)  and  there  were  publitk  and 
hianifeft  Appearances,  that  there  was  no  fafe 
defiling  for  fome,  whofe  principal  and  neceffary 
(Office  it  was  to  View  them.  Wheretipon  a Con- 
ffiltation  was  call’d,  and  feveral  Couniels  were 
propos’d,  as  in  a cafe  that  was  very  nice,  and  of 
£reat  Difficulty ; and  moreover,  of  important 
donfequence.  Mine,  amongft  the  reft,  was,  thac 
they  ffiould  by  all  means  avoid  giving  any  fign 
6f  Sufpicion,  but  that  the  Officers  who  were 
Theft  in  danger  ffiould  boldly  go,  and  with  cheer- 
ful and  ereCt  Countenancesride  boldly  and  confi- 
dently thorough  the  Files  and  Divifions,  and  that 
inftead  of  fparing  Fire  (which  the  Counfels  of 
the  major  part  tended  to)  they  ffiould  entreat  the 
Captains  to  command  the  Soldiers  to  give  round 
arid  full  Volleys  in  Honour  of  the  Spectators, 
dnd  riot  to  fpare  their  Powder : Which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  arid  ffirv’d  to  fo  good  ufe,  as  to 
jolehfe  and  gratifie  the  fufpeCied  Troops,  and 
thenceforward  to  beget  a mutual  and  wholefom 
Confidence  and  Intelligence  amongft  them.  I 
look  upon  Julius  Cafar’s  way  of  winning  Men  to 
him  as  the  beft,  and  hioft  plaufible,  that  can 
^olltbly  be  put  in  practice.  Firft,  he  try’d  by 
Clemency  to  make  himfelf  belov’d  even  by  his 
very  Enemies,  contenting  himfelf  in  detected 
Gonfpiracies,  'only  publickly  to  declare,  that  he 
Was  pre-acquainted  with  them ; which  being 
done,  he  took  a noble  Refolution  to  expeCt, 
Without  Sollicitude  or  Fear,  whatever  might  be 
the  Event,  wholly  religning  up  himfelf  to  the 
Protection  of  the  Gods  and  Fortune  : For 
‘queftionlefs  in  this  very  Eftate  he  was  at  the  time 
when  he  was  kill’d.  A Stranger  having  pub- 
lickly laid , that  he  could  teach  Diony/iut  the 
Tyrant  of  Syr acofa  an  infallible  way  to"  find  out 
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and  difcover  all  the  Confpiracies  his  Subje#s 
fhould  contrive  againft  him,  if  he  would  give  him 
a good  Sum  of  Money  for  his  Pains  ; Dionyfius, 
hearing  of  it,  caus’d  the  Man  to  be  brought  to 
him,  that  he  might  learn  an  Art  fo  neceflary  to 
his  Prefervation ; and  having  ask’d  him  by  what 
Art  he  might  make  fuch  Difcoveries,  the  Fellow 
made  Anfwer,  That  all  the  Art  he  knew,  was 
That  he  fhould  give  him  a Talent,  and  after- 
wards boaft  that  he  had  obtain’d  a Angular  Se- 
cret from  him.  Dionjfius  lik’d  the  Invention, 
and  accordingly  caus’d  fix  hundred  Crowns  to 
be  counted  out  to  him.  It  was  not  likely  he 
fhould  give  fo  great  a Sum  to  a Perfon  unknown, 
but  upon  the  account  of  fome  extraordinary 
Difcovery,  the  belief  of  which  ferv’d  to  keep 
his  Enemies  in  awe.  Princes  however  do  very 
wifely,  to  publifh  the  Informations  they  receive 
of  all  the  Praftices  againft  their  Lives,  to  poffefs 
Men  with  an  Opinion  they  have  fo  good  In- 
telligence, and  fo  many  Spies  abroad,  that  no- 
thing can  be  plotted  againft  them,  but  they  have 
prefent  notice  of  it.  The  Duke  of  Athens  did 
a great  many  ridiculous  things  to  eftablifh  his 
new  Tyranny  over  Florence  : But  this  efpecially 
was  moft  remarkable,  that  having  receiv’d  the 
firtt  intimation  of  the  Confpiracies  the  People 
were  hatching  againft  him,  by  Mattheo  di  Morofot 
one  of  the  Conlpirators,  he  prefently  put  him 
to  death,  to  fupprefs  that  Rumour,  that  it 
might  not  be  thought  any  of  the  City  diflik’d 
his  Government.  1 remember  I have  formerly 
read  a Story  of  fome  Roman  of  great  Quality, 
who,  flying  the  Tyranny  of  the  Triumvirate , 
had  a thoufand  times,  by  the  fubtilty  of  as  many 
Inventions,  efcap’d  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  thofe  that  purfu’d  him.  It  hap’ned  one  day, 
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that  a Troop  of  Horfe  which  was  fent  out  to 
take  him,  pafs’d  clofe  by  a Brake  where  he  was 
fquat,  and  mifs’d  very  narrowly  of  fpying  him : 
But  he  confidering,  upon  the  inftant,  the  Pains 
?nd  Difficulties  wherein  he  had  fo  long  conti- 
nued, to  evade  the  ftrickt  and  continual  Searches 
were  every  day  made  for  him  the  little  Pleafure 
he  could  hope  for  in  fuch  a kind  of  Life,and  how 
much  better  it  was  for  him  to  die  once  for  all,  than 
to  be  perpetually  at  this  pafs,  he  ftarted  from  his 
Seat  himfelf,  call’d  them  back,  ffiew’d  them  his 
Form,  and  voluntarily  deliver’d  himfelf  up  to  their 
Cruelty,  by  that  means  to  free  both  himfelf  and 
them  from  further  Trouble.  To  invite  a Man’s 
Enemies  to  come  and  cut  his  Throat,  was  a Re- 
folution  th.u  appears  a little  extravagant  and  odd ; 
and  yet  I think  he  did  better  to  take  that  courfe, 
than  to  live  in  a .Quotidian  Ague ; and  for  which 
there  was  no  Cure.  But  feeing  all  the  Reme- 
dies a Man  can  apply  to  fuch  a Difeafe,  are 
full  of  Unquietnefs,  and  uncertain,  ’tis  better 
With  a manly  Courage  to  prepare  ones  felf  for 
the  worft  that  can  happen,  and  to  extra#  fome 
Confolation  from  this,  That  we  are  not  certain 
the  thing  we  fear  will  ever  come  to  pafs. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

Of  Pedantry. 

XWas  often,  when  a Boy,  wonderfully  con- 
cern’d to  fee  in  the  Italian  Farces  a Pedant 
always  brought  in  for  the  Fool  of  the  Play,  and 
that  the  Title  of  Magifier  was  in  no  greater  Re- 
verence amongft  us,  for  being  deliver’d  up  to 
their  Tuition,  what  could  I do  lefs  than  be  jea- 
lous of  their  Honour  and  Reputation  ? I fought, 
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I confefs,  to  excufe  them  by  the  natural  incom-. 
padbility  betwixt  the  Vulgar  fort,  and  Men 
pf  a finer  thread,  both  in  Judgment  and  Know- 
ledge, for  as  much  as  they  go  a quite  contrary 
way  to  one  another  : But  in  this,  the  thing  I . 
mod  ftumbled  at  was,  that  the  braveft  Men  were 
thofe  who  moll  defpis’d  them  j witnefs  our  fa- 
pious  Poet  dtt  Bella  y. 

Mats  je  hay  par  fur  tout  un  fc avoir  pedant  efque.  Belay  . 

But  of  all  forts  of  Learning,  that 

Of  the  Pedant  I moft  do  hate. 

And  they  us’d  to  do  fo  in  former  times,*  for 
l'lutarcb  fays,  that  Gracian , and  Scholar , were 
names  of  reproach  and  contempt  amongft  the 
Romans.  But  fince,  with  the  better  experience 
pf  Age,  I find  they  had  very  great  reafon  fo  to 
do,  and  that  magis  magnos  Clericos  non  funt  magis  Rabelais, 
magnos  fapientes.  The  greateft  Clerks  are  not  the 
wifeft  Men.  But  whence  it  fhould  come  to  pafs, 
th^t  a Mind  enrich’d  with  the  knowledge  of  fo 
many  things,  Ihould  not  become  more  quick  and 
fpritely,  and  that  a grofs  and  vulgar  undemand- 
ing Ihould  yet  inhabit  there  without  correcting 
and  improving  it  felf,  where  all  the  Difcourfes, 
and  Judgments  of  the  greateft  Wits  the^Worlde- 
ver  had,  are  collected, and  ftor’d  up,  I am  yet  to 
feek.  To  admit  fo  many  ftrange  Conceptions, 
fo  great  and  fo  high  Fancies,  it  is  neceflary, 

(as  a young  Lady,  and  one  of  the  greateft  Prin- 
ceffes  of  the  Kingdom,  faid  to  me  once)  that 
a Man’s  own  be  crowded,  and  fqueez’d  together 
into  alefs  compafs,to  make  room  for  the  other.  I 
Ihould  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  as  Plants  are  fuffo- 
pated,  and  drown’d  with  too  much  nourilhment, 
and  Lamps  with  too  much  Oyl,  fo  is  the  A&ive 
part  of  the  underftanding  with  too  much  ftudy 


Digitized  by  Google 


17  x Montaigne**  EJfays.  Book  I. 

and  Matter,  which  being  embarafs’d,  and  con- 
founded with  the  diverfity  of  things,  is  depriv’d 
of  the  Force  and  Power  to  difengage  it  felf ; 
and  that  by  the  prelTure  of  this  weight,  it  is 
bow’d,  fubje&ed,  and  rendred  of  no  ufe.  Bu^it 
is  quite  otherwife,  for  a Soul  ftretches  and 
dilates  it  felf  proportionably  as  it  fills.  And  in 
the  Examples  of  elder  times,  we  fee  quite  con- 
trary, Men  very  proper  for  publick  Bufinefs, 
great  Captains , and  great  States-men , very 
Learned  withal  ; whereas  the  Philofophers,  a 
fort  of  Men  retir’d  from  all  Publick  Affairs,  have 
been  fometimes  alfo  defpis’d,  and  render’d  con- 
temptible by  the  Comical  liberty  of  their  own 
Times  • their  Opinions,  and  Angularity  of  Man- 
ners, making  them  appear  to  Men  of  another 
method  of  living,  ridiculous  and  abfurd.  Would 
you  make  them  Judges  of  a Controverfie  of  com- 
mon Right,  or  of  the  A&ions  of  Men  ? they  are 
ready  to  take  it  upon  them,  and  ftraight  begin 
to  examine,  if  he  has  Life,  if  he  has  Motion,  if 
Man  be  any  other  than  an  Ox  ? What  it  is  to 
do,  andtofuffer?  and  what  Animals  Law  and 
Juftice  are  ? Do  they  fpeak  of  the  Magiftrates  ? 
’tis  with  a rude,  irreverent,  and  indecent  Liber- 
ty. Do  they  hear  a Prince,  or  a King  com- 
mended for  his  Vertue?  they  make  no  more  of 
him,  than  of  a Shepherd,  Goatherd,  or  Neat- 
herd ; a lazy  Cory  don,  that  bufies  himfelf  only 
about  milking,  and  {hearing  his  Herds  and  Flocks, 
and  that  after  the  rudeft  manner.  Do  you  re- 
pute any  Man  the  greater  for  being  Lord  of 
two  thoufand  Acres  of  Land  ? they  laugh  at 
fuch  a pitiful  Pittance,  as  laying  claim  them- 
felves  to  the  whole  World  for  their  pofleflion. 
Do  you  boaft  of  your  Nobility  and  Blood,  for 
being  defcended  from  feven  rich  fucceffive 

Anceftors  ? 
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Anceftors  ? they  will  look  upon  you  with  an 
eye  of  Contempt,  as  Men  who  have  not  a right 
Idea  of  the  Univerfal  Image  of  Nature,  and 
that  do  riot  confider  how  many  Predeceffors 
every  one  of  us  has  had.  Rich,  Poor,  Kings, 

Slaves,  Greeks,  and  Babarians.  And  though 
you  were  the  fiftieth  defcent  from  Hercules 
they  look  upon  it  as  a great  vanity,  fo  highly  to 
value  this,  which  is  only  a gift  of  Fortune. 

And  even  fo  did  the  vulgar  fort  of  Men  nau- 
feate  them,  as  Men  ignorant  of  the  beginning 
of  things,  where  all  things  were  common,  ac- 
cufing  them  of  Prefumption  and  Infolence.  But 
this  Platonick  Pidure  is  far  dilferent  from  that 
thefe  Pedants  are  prefented  by  : For  thofe  were 
envied  for  raifing  themfelves  above  the  common 
fort  of  Men,  for  defpifing  the  ordinary  Adions 
and  Offices  of  Life,  for  having  affirm'd  a parti- 
cular and  inimitable  way  of  living,  and  forufing 
a certain  Method  of  Bumbafte  and  obfolete  Lan- 
guage, quite  different  from  the  ordinary  way  of 
fpeaking : But  thefe  are  contemn’d  for  being  as 
much  below  the  ufual  form,  as  incapable  of 
Publick  Employment,  for  leading  a Life,  and 
conforming  themfelves  to  the  mean  and  vile 
manners  of  the  Vulgar.  Odi  homines , ignaua  opera,  Paatvius. 
Philofophica  Sententia.  I hate  Men  who  talk  like 
Philosophers,  but  do  worfe  than  the  molt  floth- 
ful  of  Men.  For  what  concerns  thofe  true 
Philofophers,  I muff  needs  fay,  that  if  they  were 
great  in  Science,  they  were  yet  much  greaeer 
in  Action.  And,  as  it  is  faid  of  the  Geometri- 
cian of  Syracufa , who  having  been  difturb’d  from  Anhimi . 
his  Contemplation,  to  put  fome  of  his  Skill  in  da. 
Pra&ice  for  the  Defence  of  his  Country,  that 
fie  fuddenly  fet  on  foot  dreadful  and  prodigious 
Engines,  and  that  wrought  Effe&s  beyond  all 
i.  . humane 
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humane  expe&ation  ; himfelf  notwithstanding 
difdain’d  hisown  handy-work,  thinking  in  this 
he  had  play’d  the  Mechanick,  and  violated  the 
Dignity  of  his  Art,  of  which  thefe  Performances 
of  his,  (though  fo  highly  cry’d  up  by  the  Pub- 
lick  Voice)  he  accounted  but  trivial  Experiments,  ' 
and  inferior  Models : So  they,  whenever  they 
have  been  put  upon  the  Proof  of  A&ion,  have 
been  feen  to  fly  to  fo  high  a Pitch,  as  made  it 
very  well  appear,  their  Souls  were  ftrangely 
elevated,  and  enrich’d  with  the  Knowledge  of 
Things.  But  forae  of  them,  feeing  the  Reins 
of  Government  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  and 
unskilful  Men,  have  avoided  all  Places  and  In- 
tereft  in  the  Management  of  Affairs ; and  he  who 
demanded  of  Crates , How  long  it  was  neceffary 
to  Philofophize,  receiv’d  this  Anfwer,  Till  our 
Armies  (faid  he)  are  no  more  commanded  by 
Fools  and  Coxcombs.  Her aclit ta  refign’d  the 
Royalty  to  his  Brother ; and  to  the  Epbefians, 
who  reproach’d  him  that  he  fpent  his  time  in 
playing  with  Boys  before  the  Temple  ; Is  it  not 
better , faid  he,  to  do  fo3  than  to  fit  at  the  Helm  of 
j4ffairs  in  your  Company}  Others  having  their  Ima- 
gination advanc’d  above  the  thoughts  of  the 
World  and  Fortune,  have  look’d  upon  the  Tri- 
bunals of  Juftice,and  even  theThrones  of  Kings, 
with  an  Eye  of  Contempt  and  Scorn  ; infomuch, 
that  Empedocles  refus’d  the  Royalty  that  the  dgri* 
gentines  offer’d  to  him.  Thales , once  inveighing 
in  Difcourfe  againft  the  Pains  and  Care  Men 
put  themfelves  to,  to  become  rich;  was  an- 
fwer’d  by  one  in  the  Company,  that  he  did 
like  the  Fox,  who  found  fault  with  what  he 
could  not  abtain.  Whereupon,  he  had  a mind, 
for  the  Jeft’s  fake,  to  (hew  them  the  contrary  ; 
pnd  having  upon  this  Occaflon  for  once  made 
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a Mufter  of  all  his  Wits,  wholly  to  employ  them 
in  the  Service  of  Profit,  he  fet  a Traffick  on 
Foot,  which  in  one  Year  brought  him  in  fo 
great  Riches,  that  the  moft  experienc’d  in  that 
Trade,  could  hardly  in  their  whole  Lives,  with 
all  their  Induftry,  have  rak’d  fo  much  together. 
That  which  Ariftotk  reports  of  fome  who  faid 
of  him,  Anaxagoras,  and  others  of  their  Profef- 
fion,  that  they  were  wife  but  not  prudent,  in 
not  applying  their  Study  to  more  profitable 
Things  (tho*  I do  not  well  digeft  this  nice  Di- 
ftin&ion)  that  will  not  however  ferve  to  excufe 
my  pedantick  Sort  of  Men,  for  to  fee  the  low 
and  neceffitous  Fortune  wherewith  they  are  con- 
cept, we  have  rather  Reafon  to  pronounce  that 
they  are  neither  wife  nor  prudent;  But  letting 
thisfirft  Reafon  alone,  i think  it  better  to  fay, 
that  this  Inconvenience  proceeds  from  their  ap- 
plying themfelves  the  wrong  Way  to  the  Study 
of  Sciences  ,•  and  that  after  the  manner  we  are 
ihftru&ed,  it  is  no  Wonder  if  neither  the  Scho- 
lars nor  the  Mailers  become,  tho’  more  learn- 
ed, ever  the  wifer,  or  more  fit  for  Bufinefs.  In 
plain  Truth,  the  Cares  and  Expence  our  Pa- 
rents are  at  in  our  Education,  point  at  nothing, 
but  to  furnifh  our  Heads  with  Knowledge  ,■  but 
not  a Word  of  Judgment  and  Vertue;  Cry  out 
of  one  that  pafles  by,  to  the  People,  O ! what 
a learned  ,•  and  of  another,  O what  a good 
Man  goes  there  ! They  will  not  fail  to  turn 
their  Eyes,  and  addrefs  their  Refpeft  to  the 
former.  There  ihould  then  be  a third  Cryer, 
O the  Puppies  and  Coxcombs ! Men  are  apt 
prefently  to  enquire.  Does  fuch  a one  under- 
ftand  Greek  ? Is  he  a Critick  in  Ladne  ? Is  he 
a Poet  ? or  does  he  only  pretend  to  Profe  ? But 
whether  he  be  grown  better  or  more  difcreer, 
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which  are  Qualities  of  greater  Value  and  Con- 
cern, thofe  are  never  enquir’d  into  ,•  whereas, 
we  ftiould  rather  examine,  who  is  better  learn- 
ed, than  who  is  more  learned.  We  only  toil 
and  labour  to  fluff  the  Memory,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  leave  the  Confcience  and  the  Un- 
demanding unfurnifh’d  and  void.  And,  like 
Birds  who  fly  abroad  to  forage  for  Grain,  bring 
it  home  in  the  Beak,  without  tailing  it  them- 
felves,  to  feed  their  Young  ; fo  our  Pedants  go 
picking  Knowledge  here  and  there,  out  of  fe- 
veral  Authors,  and  hold  it  at  the  Tongue’s  End, 
only  to  fpit  out,  and  diftribute  it  amongft  their 
Pupils.  And  here  I cannot  but  fmile  to  think 
how  I have  paid  my  felf  in  fhewing  the  Foppe- 
ry of  this  kind  of  Learning,  who  my  felf  am 
fo  manifeft  an  Example ; for,  do  I not  the 
fame  Thing  throughout  almoft  this  whole  Trea- 
tife  i I go  here  and  there,  culling  out  of  fe- 
r veral  Books,  the  Sentences  that  befl  pleafe  me, 
not  to  keep  them  (for  I have  no  Memory  to 
retain  them  in)  but  totranfplant  them  into  this ; 
where,  to  fay  the  Truth,  they  are  no  more 
mine  , than  in  their  firft  Places,  We  are, 
I conceive,  knowing  only  in  prefentKnow- 
; ledge,  and  not  at  all  in  what  is  part,  no  more 
than  in  that  which  is  to  come.  But  the  worft 
on’tis,  their,  Scholars  and  Pupils  are  no  better 
nourilh’d  by  this  kind  of  Infpiration,  nor  it 
makes  no  deeper  Impreflion  upon  them,  than 
the  other,  but  gaffes  from  Hand  to  Hand,  on- 
ly to  make  a Shew,  to  be  tolerable  Company, 
and  to  tell  pretty  Stories,  like  a counterfeit 
Coyn  in  Counters,  of  no  other  Ufe  nor  Value, 
but  to  reckon  with,  or  to  fet  up  at  Cards.  Apud 
Strife*  E-  alios  Icejui  didicerunt,  non  ipjl  fecum.  Non  eft  loquen- 
t'P-  Jumj  fted  gubernandum  j they  have  learn’d  to 
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fpeakfrom  others,  not  from  themfelves.  Speak* 
ing  is  not  fo  neceffary  as  Governing.  Nature, 
to  (hew  that  there  is  nothing  barbarous  where 
ihe  has  the  foie  Command,  does  oftentimes,  in 
Nations  where  Art  has  the  lead  to  do,  caufe 
Produ&ions  of  Wit,  fuch  as  may  rival  the  great* 
eft  Effeds  of  Art  whatever.  As  in  Relation  to 
what  I am  now  fpeaking  of,  the  Gafcon  Proverb, 
deriv’d  from  a Corn-pipe,  is  very  quaint  and 
fubtle,  Bouba  prou  bouha,  mas  a remuda  lout  ditt 
quern.  You  may  blow  till  your  Eyes  flare 
out  1 but  if  once  you  offer  to  ftir  your  Fin- 
gers, you  will  be  at  the  End  of  your  Leffon. 

We  can  fay,  Cicero  fays  thus  ,•  that  thefe  were 
the  Manners  of  Plato  ,•  and  that  thefe  are  the 
very  Words  of  Ariftotlt : But  what  do  we  fay 
our  felves  that  is  our  own  ? What  do  we  do  ? 

What  do  we  judge?  A Parrot  would  fay  as 
much  as  that.  And  this  kind  of  Talking  puts 
me  in  mind  of  that  rich  Gentleman  of  Rome , 
who  had  been  follitcious,  with  very  great  Ex- 
/ pence,  to  procure  Men  that  were  excellent  in 
all  Sorts  of  Science,  which  he  had  always  at- 
tending his  Perfon,  to  the  End,  that  when  a- 
mongft  his  Friends,  any  Occasion  fell  out  of 
fpeaking  of  any  Subje&  whatfoever,  they  might 
fupply  his  Place,  and  be  ready  to  prompt  him, 
one  with  a Sentence  of  Seneca , another  with  a 
Verfe  of  Homer,  and  fo  forth,  every  one  ac- 
cording to  his  Talent ; and  he  fanfied  this  Know- 
ledge to  be  his  own,  becaufe  in  the  Heads  of 
thole  who  liv’d  upon  his  Bounty.  As  they 
alfo  do,  whofe  Learning  confifts  in  having  no- 
ble Libraries.  I know  one,  who,  when  I que- 
ftion  him  about  his  Reading,  he  prefently  calls 
for  a Book  to  Ihew  me,  and  dare  not  venture  to 
tell  me  fo  much,  as  that  he  has  Pile;  in  his  Po- 
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iteriours,  till  firft  he  has  confulted  his  Di#io- 
nary,  what  Piles  and  what  Pofteriours  are.  We 
take  other  Mens  Knowledge  and  Opinions  upon 
Truft  j which  is  an  idle  and  fuperficial  Learn- 
ing : We  rauft  make  it  our  own.  We  are  in 
this  very  like  him,  who  having  need  of  Fire, 
went  to  a Neighbour’s  Houfe  to  fetch  it,  and 
.finding  a very  good  one  there,  fat  down  to 
warm  himfelf,  without  remembring  to  carry 
any  with  him  home.  What  good  does  it  do  us 
to  have  the  Stomach  full  of  Meat,  if  it  do  not 
digeft,  and  be  not  incorporated  with  us,  if  it 
does  nottiourifti  and  fupport  us  ? Can  we  ima- 
gine that  Lucullus , whom  Letters , without 
any  manner  of  Experience,  made  fo  great  and 
fo  exa#  a Leader,  learn’d  to  be  fo  after  this 
perfun#ory  manner?  We  fuffer  our  felves  to 
lean  and  relie  fo  over-ftrongly  upon  the  Arm 
of  another,  that  by  fo  doing,  we  prejudice  our 
own  Strength  and  Vigour.  Would  I fortify  my 
felf  againft  the  Fear  of  Death  ? It  muft  be  at 
the  Expence  of  Semca  : Would  I extra#  Con- 
folation  for  my  felf,  or  my  Friend  ? I borrow  it 
from  him,  or  Cicero  ; whereas  I might  have 
found  it  in  my  felf,  had  I been  train’d  up  to 
make  ufe  of  my  own  Reafon.  I do  not  fancy 
thil  relative,  mendicant,  and  precarious  Under- 
standing ,•  for  tho’  we  could  become  learned  by 
other  Mens  Reading,  I am  fure  a Man  can  ne- 
ver be  wife,  but  by  his  own  Wifdom. 

P reverb.  M tau  ffctptcfo  out  ttvru  coy'tf. 

lamb. 

Who  in  his  own  Concern’s  not  wife, 

I that  Man’s  Wifdom  do  defpife. 

From 
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From  whence  Ennius,  Neyuidquam  fapere  fapi-  C e/ro.E- 
entem,  cjui  ipfi  fibi  prodejfe  non  quiret  ,•  That  wife P‘fl'6- l-l' 
Man  knows  nothing,  who  cannot  profit  him- tx  E*n,t' 
felf  by  his  Wifdom.  Non  enim  paranda  nobis  f°~  Qic.r0  jt 
lum,  fed  fruenda  fipientia  eft  ; For  Wifdom  is  not  /.  u 
only  to  be  acquir'd,  but  enjoy’d.  Dimyfius 
laught  at  the  Grammarians,  who  cudgell’d  their 
Brains  to  enquire  into  the  Miferies  of  UlyJJ'es , . 
and  were  ignorant  of  their  own  ,•  at  Muficians, 
who  were  fo  exadt  in  tuning  their  Inftruments, 
and  never  tun’d  their  Manners ; and  at  Ora- 
tors, who  ftudy’d  to  declare  what  wasjuftice, 
but  never  took  Care  to  do  it.  If  the  Mind  be 
not  better  difpos’d,  if  the  Judgment  be  no  bet- 
ter fettled,  1 had  much  rather  my  Scholar  had 
fpent  his  Time  at  Tennis,  for  at  leaft  his  Body 
would  by  that  Means  be  in  better  Exercife  and 
Breath.  Do  but  obferve  him  when  he  comes 
back  from  School,  after  fifteen  or  fixteen  Years 
that  he  has  been  there,  there  is  nothing  fo  auk- 
ward  and  maladroit,  fo  unfit  for  Company  or 
Employment  ,•  and  all  that  you  (hall  find  he  has 
got,  is,  that  his  Latin  and  Greek  have  only  made 
him  a greater  and  more  conceited  Coxcomb 
than  when  he  went  from  Home.  He  fhould 
bring  his  Soul  repleat  with  good  Literature, 
and  he  brings  it  only  (well’d,  and  puff’d  up 
with  vain  and  empty  Shreds  and  Snatches  of 
Learning,  and  has  really  nothing  more  in  him 
than  he  had  before.  Thefe  Pedants  of  ours, 
as  Plato  fays  of  the  Sopbifts,  their  Coufin -Ger- 
mans, are,  of  all  Men  living,  they  who  moft 
pretend  to  be  ufeful  to  Mankind,  and  who,  a- 
lone,  of  all  Men,  not  only  do  not  better  and 
improve  that  is  committed  to  them,  as  a Car- 
penter or  a Mafon  would  do,  but  make  them 
much  worfe,  and  make  them  pay  for  being 
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made  To  to  boot.  If  the  Rule  which  Protagoras 
propos’d  to  his  Pupils  were  followed,  either  that 
they  fhould  give  him  his  own  Demand,  or  make 
Affidavit  upon  Oath  in  the  Temple  how  much 
they  valued  the  Profit  they  had  receiv'd  under 
his  Tuition,  and  accordingly  fatisfy  him  ; our 
Pedagogues  would  find  themfelves  bafely  gra- 
vell’d,  efpecially  if  they  were  to  be  judg’d  by 
the  Teftimony  of  my  Experience.  Our  vul- 
gar Ttrigcrdin  Patois  does  pleafantly  call  them. 
Pretenders  to  Learning,  Lettre-ferits , as  a Man 
fhould  fay,  Letter-mark’d  ; a Man  on  whom 
Letters  have  been  ftamp’d  by  the  Blow  of  a 
Mallet ; and  in  Truth,  for  the  raoft  part,  they 
appear  to  have  a foft  Place  in  their  Skulls,  and 
to  be  depriv’d  even  of  common  Senfe.  For  you 
fee  the  Husband-man  and  the  Cobler,  go  lim- 
ply and  honeftly  about  their  Bufinefs  fpeaking 
only  of  what  they  know  and  underhand  $ 
whereas  thefe  Fellows,  to  make  perade,  and  to 
get  Opinion,  muttering  this  ridiculous  Know- 
ledge of  theirs  that  fwimsand  floats  in  the  Super- 
ficies of  the  Brain,  are  perpetually  perplexing, 
and  entangling  themfelves  in  their  own  Non- 
fence. They  (peak  fine  Words  fometimes,  ’tis 
true,  but  let  fome  Body  that  is  wifer  apply 
them.  They  are  wonderfully  well  ajquainted 
with  Galen , but  not  at  all  with  the  Dileafe  of 
the  Patient  ; they  have  already  deaf’d  you 
with  a long  ribbie- row  of  Laws,  but  underftand 
nothing  of  the  Gale  in  Hand  ; they  have  the 
Theories  i f all  Things,  let  who  will  put  it  in 
Pratttice.  I have  fate  by,  when  a Friend  of 
mine,  in  my  own  Houfe,  for  Sport  fake,  has 
with  one  of  thefe  Fellows  counterfeited  a cant- 
ing Galimatias,  patch’d  up  of  feveral  Expref- 
fions  without  Head  or  Foot,  faving  that  he  now 
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and  then  interlarded  here  and  there  fome  Terms 
that  had  Relation  to  theicDifpute,  and  held  the 
Coxcomb  in  play  a whole  Afternoon  together, 
who  all  the  while,  thought  he  had  anfwer’d 
pertinently  and  learnedly  to  all  his  Obje&ions. 

And  yet  this  was  a Man  of  Letters  and  Re- 
putation, and  no  worfe  than  one  of  the  long 
Robe. 


Vos  0 patricius / 'unguis  epuos  vivere  par  efi 
• Occipiti  caco3  p fiica  occurrite  faniue . 


Ptrjtus, 
Sat.  1. 


O you  Patrician  Bloods,  whofe  Laws  commend 
To  have  your  Heads  from  Retrofpedion  blind. 
Take  this  poor  Counfel  of  a faithful  Friend, 
Beware  of  having  a Catdefe  behind. 


Whofoever  /hall  narrowly  pry  into,  and  tho- 
roughly fift  this  fort  of  People,  wherewith  the 
World  is  fo  peftered,  will,  as  I have  done,  find, 
that  for  the  moll  part,  they  neither  underftand 
others,  nor  themfelves ; and  that  their  Memo- 
ries are  full  enough,  ’tis  true,  but  the  Judgment 
totally  void  and  empty  ; fome  excepted,  whofe 
own  Nature  has  of  it  lelf  form’d  them  into  bet- 
ter Falhion.  As  I have*  obferv’d  for  Example  in 
Adrianus  Turnebus , who  having  never  made  o-  Teflimo- 
ther  Profeflion  , than  that  of  mere  Learning  ny  of  > 
only,  and  in  that,  in  my  Opinion,  the  great-  dri»n*s 
eft  Man  that  has  been  thefe  thoufand  Years,had  7urnl  u,‘ 
nothing  at  all  in  him  of  the  Pedant,  but  the 
wearing  of  his  Gown,  and  a little  exteriour 
Falhion,  that  could  not  be  civiliz’d  to  the  Garb, 
which  are  nothing;  and  I hate  our  People, 
who  can  worfe  endure  a pedantick  Mode,  than 
an  ill-contriv’d  Mind,  and  take  their  Meafures 
fey  the  Leg  a Man  makes,  by  his  Behaviour 
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and  fo  much  as  the  very  Fafhion  of  his  Boots, 
what  a kind  of  Man  he  is.  For  within  all  this 
there  was  not  a more  illuftrious  and  polite  Soul 
living  upon  Earth.  I have  often  purpofely  put 
him  upon  Aiguments  quite  wide  of  his  Profef- 
fion,  wherein  I found  he  had  fo  clear  an  In- 
fight, fo  quick  an  Apprehenfion,  and  fo  folid  a 
Judgment  ; that  a Man  would  have  thought  he 
had  never  pradis’d  any  other  Thing  but  Arms, 
and  been  all  his  I ife  employ’d  in  Affairs  of 
State.  And  thefe  are  great  and  vigorous  Na- 


tures; 


Queis  arte  benign  a, 

Et  meliore  luto  finxit  pracordia  Titan. 

• With  greater  Art  whofe  Mind 

The  Sun  has  made  of  Clay  much  more  refin’d  ; 

That  can  keep  themfelves  upright  in  Defiance 
of  a pedantick  Education.  But  it  is  not  e- 
nough  thar  our  Education  does  not  fpoil  us  • 
it  mud  moreover  alter  us  for  the  better.  Seme 
of  our  Parliaments  when  they  are  to  admit 
Officers,  examine  only  their  Talent  of  Learn- 
ing ; to  which  fome  of  the  others  alfo  add  the 
Tryal  of  Underflanding,  by  asking  their  Judg- 
ment of  fome  Cafe  in  Law,  of  which  the  lat- 
ter methinks  proceeds  with  the  better  Method  : 
For,  although  both  are'  neceflary,  and  that  it  is 
very  requifite  they  (hould  be  defective  in  nei- 
ther, yet  in  Truth,  Knowledge  is  not  fo  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  as  Judgment,  and  the  laft 
may  make  fhife  without  the  other,  but  the  o- 
ther  never  without  this.  For  as  the  Greek 
Verfe  fays. 
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‘£t{  *d  » (ActStiffH  tjv  (Mi  vZ(  mfn.  Menander 

in  Gnom. 

Learning  is  nothing  worth,  if  Wit 

And  Underftanding  be  not  joyn’d  with  it. 

To  what  Ufe  ferves  Learning,  if  the  Under- 
ftanding be  away  ? Would  to  God,  that,  for 
the  Good  of  our  Judicature,  thofe  Societies  were 
as  well  furnifh’d  with  Underftanding  and  Con- 
fcience,  as  they  are  with  Knowledge.  Non 
Vita , fed  Scbola  difeimus ; we  do  not  ftudy  for  Sm.Efifi. 
the  Service  of  our  future  Life,  but  on’y  for  the  10 6. 
prefent  Ufe  of  the  School.  Whereas  we  are 
not  to  tie  Learning  to  the  Soul,  but  to  work  and 
incorporate  them  together;  not  to  tin&ureit  * 
only,  but  to  give  it  a thorough  and  perfect  Dye  ; 
which,  if  it  will  not  take  Colour,  and  melio- 
rate its  imperfedt  State,  it  were  without  Que- 
ftion  better  to  let  it  alone.  ’Tis  a dangerous 
Weapon,  and  that  will  endanger  to  wound  its 
Matter,  if  put  into  an  awkard  and  unskilful 
Hand  : Ut  fuerit  melius  run  Jidicijje,  fo  that  it 

were  better  never  to  have  learn’d  at  all.  And  , 
this  peradventure  is  the  Reafon,  why  neither 
we,  nor  indeed  Chriftian  Religion,  require  much 
Learning  in  Women;  and  that  Francis  Duke  of 
Britany , Son  of  John  the  Fifth  (one  being  talking 
with  him  about  his  Marriage  with  Ifabetle , the 
Daughter  of  Scotland,  and  adding  that  (he  was 
homely  bred,  and  without  any  manner  of  Learn- 
ing) made  anfwer,  That  he  lik’d  her  the  better, 
and  that  a Woman  was  wife  enough,  if  (lie  could 
diftinguifh  her  Husband’s  Shirt  and  his  Doublet. 

So  that  it  is  nofo  great  Wonder, as  they  make  of 
it,  that  our  Anceftors  had  Letters  in  no  greater 
Efteem,  and  that  even  to  this  Day,  they  are  but 
rarely  met  with  in  the  Privy  Councils  of  Princes; 
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and  if  this  End  and  Defign  of  acquiring  Riche* 
(which  is  the  only  Thing  we  propofeto  ourfelves, 
by  the  Means  of  Law,  Phyfick,  Pedantry,  and  e- 
ven  Divinity  it  felf ) did  not  uphold,  and  keep 
them  in  Credit,  you  would,  without  doubt,  fee 
them  as  poor  and  unregarded  as  ever.  And 
what  Lofs  would  it  be  if  they  neither  inftru#  u* 
to  think  well,  nor  to  do  well  ? Vojlquam  dotti 
■prodierunt,  boni  definunt  j after  once  they  become 
Learned,  they  ceafe  to  be  good.  AH  other 
Knowledge  is  hurtful  to  him,  who  has  not  the 
Science  of  Honefty  and  good  Nature.  But  the 

Reafon  I glanc’d  upon  but  now,  may  it  not  al- 
io proceed  from  hence,  that  our  Study,  having 
almdft  no  other  Aim,  but  Profit,  fewer  of  thofe, 
who  by  Nature  are  born  to  Offices  and  Employ- 
ments, rather  of  Glory  than  Gain,  addid  them- 
felves  to  Letters  j or  for  fo  little  a while  (be- 
ing taken  from  their  Studies  before  they  can 
come  to  have  any  Tafte  of  them,  to  a Profef- 
fion  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  Books)  that 
there  ordinarily  remain  no  other  to  apply  them- 
felves  wholly  to  Learning,  but  People  of  mean 
Condition,  who  in  that  only  ftudy  to  live,  and 
. have  Preferment  only  in  their  Profped;  and 
by  fuch  People,  whole  Souls  are  both  by  Na- 
ture and  Education,  and  domeltick  Example, 
of  the  bafeft  Metal  and  Allay,  the  Fruits  of 
Knowledge  are  both  immaturely  gathered,  ill- 
digefted,  and  deliver’d  to  their  Pupils  quite  ano- 
ther Thing.  For  it  is  not  for  Knowledge  to 
enlighten  a Soul  that  is  dark  of  it  felf,*  nor  to 
make  a blind  Man  to  fee.  Her  Bufinefs  is  not 
to  find  a Man  Eyes,  but  to  guide,  govern,  and 
dire&  his  Steps,  provided  he  have  found  Feet 
and  ftraight  Legs  to  go  upon.  Knowledge  is 
an  excellent  Drug,  but  no  Drug  has  Vertue 
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enough  to  preferve  ir  felf  from  Corruption  and 
Decay,  if  the  Veffel  be  tainted  and  impure 
wherein  it  is  put  to  keep.  Such  a one  may 
have  a Sight  clear  and  good  enough,  who  looks 
afquint,  and  confequently  fees  what  is  good, 
but  does  not  follow  it,  and  fees  Knowledge,  but 
makes  noufe  of  it.  Plato  s principal  Infiicution 
in  his  Republick,  is,  to  fit  his  Citizens  with  Em- 
ployments fuitable  to  their  Nature.  Nature  can  do 
all,  and  does  all.  Cripples  are  very  unfit  for  Ex- 
ercifesof  the  Body,  and  lame  Souls  for  Exercifes 
of  the  Mind.  Degenerate  and  vulgar  Souls  are 
unworthy  of  Philofophy.  If  we  fee  a Shoe-ma- 
ker with  his  Shoes  out  at  the  Toes,  we  fay,  ’tis 
no  Wonder ; for,  commonly,none  go  worfe  fhod 
than  their  Wives  and  they.  In  like  manner,  Ex- 
perience does  often  prefent  us  a Phyfician  worfe 
phyfick’d,a  Divine  worfe  reform’d,  and  frequent- 
ly a Scholar  of  lefs  Sufficiency  than  another.  A- 
riofio  of  Chios  had  anciently  Reafon  to  fay.  That 
Philofophers  did  their  Auditories  harm,  foraf- 
much'  as  moft  of  the  Souls  of  thofe  that  heard 
them  were  not  capable  of  making  Benefit  of  their 
Inftrutftions,  and  if  they  did  not  apply  them  to 
good,  would  certainly  apply  them  to  iil : ***>?*( 
ex  Ariflippi,  acerbos  ex  Zenonis  Schola  ixire.  They  ^ je 
proceeded  effeminate  Prodigals  from  the  School 
of  Aripippus,  and  Churls  and  Cynicks  from  that  /.  *. 
of  Zeno.  In  that  excellent  Inftitutionthat  Xeno- 
phon attributes  to  the  Perfiuns,  we  find,  that  they 
taught  their  Children  Vertue,  as  other  Nations 
do  Letters.  Plato  tells  us,  that  the  eldeft  Son  in 
their  Royal  Succeffion,  was  thus  brought  up  ,•  fo 
foon  as  he  was  born  he  was  deliver’d,  not  to 
Women,  but  to  Eunuchs  of  the  greateft  Au-  ’ 
thority  about  their  Kings  for  their  Vertue, 
whofe  Charge  it  was  to  keep  his  Body  health- 
ful and  in  good  plight  ,•  and  after  he  came  to 
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feven  Years  of  Age,  to  teach  him  to  ride,  and 
to  go  a hunting;  when  he  arriv’d  at  fourteen, 
he  was  transferr’d  into  the  Hands  of  four,  the 
wifeft,  the  raoft  juft,  the  mod  temperate,  and 
moft  valiant  of  the  Nation  ; of  which,  the  firft: 
was  to  inftrud:  him  in  Religion,  the  fecond  to 
be  always  upright  and  fincere,  the  third  to  con- 
quer his  Appetites  and  Defires,  and  the  fourth 
to  defpife  all  Danger.  ’Tis  a Thing  worthy  of 
very  great  Confideration,  that  in  that  excellent, 
and,  in  Truth,  for  its  Perfe&ion,  prodigious 
Form  of  civil  Regiment  fet  down  by  Lycurgm , 
though  follicitous  of  the  Education  of  Chil- 
dren, as  a Thing  of  the  greateft  Concern,  and 
even  in  the  very  Seat  of  the  Mufes,  he  ihould 
make  fo  little  mention  of  Learning  ; as  if  their 
generous  Youths  difdaining  all  other  Subje- 
ction, but  that  of  Vertue  only,  ought  to  be  fup- 
ply’d,  inftead  of  Tutors  to  read  to  them  Arts 
and  Sciences,  with  fuch  Matters,  as  Ihould  only 
inftrueft  them  in  Valour,  Prudence,  and  Juftice. 
An  Example  that  Plato  has  follow’d  in  his  Laws,* 
the  Manner  of  whofe  Difcipline  was  to  pro- 
pound to  them  Queftions  upon  the  Judgment 
of  Men,  and  of  their  Adtions  j and  if  they  com- 
mended or  condemned  this  or  that  Perfon,  or 
Fact,  they  were  to  give  a Reafon  for  fo  doing  : 
By  which  means,  they  at  once  fharpen’d  their 
Underftanding,  and  became  skilful  in  the  Laws, 
Mundane , in  Xenophon , asking  her  Son  Cyrus  how 
he  would  do  to  learn  Juftice,  and  the  other 
Vertues  amongft  the  MeJes,  having  left  all  his 
Matters  behind  him  in  Verfia?  He  made  An- 
fwer.  That  he  had  learn’d  thofe  Things  long 
lince  ,*  that  his  Mafter  had  often  made  him  a 
Judge  of  the  Differences  amongft  his  School- 
fellows, and  had  on?:  Day  whip’d  him  for  gi- 
ving 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  24. 


Of  Pedantry. 


187 


ving  a wrong  Sentence ; and  thus  it  was,  A 
great  Boy  in  the  School,  having  a little  fliort 
Caffock,  by  Force  took  a longer  from  another 
that  was  not  fo  tall  as  he,  and  gave  him  his  own 
in  Exchange  : Whereupon,  I being  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Controverfy,  gave  Judgment, 
That  I thought  it  beft  either  of  them  fhould 
keep  the  Coat  he  had,  for  that  they  both  of 
them  were  better  fitted  with  that  of  one  ano- 
ther than  with  their  own : Upon  which,  my 
Mafter  told  me,  I had  done  ill,  in  that  I had 
only  confider’d  the  Fitnefs  and  Decency  of  the 
Garments,  whereas,  I ought  to  have  confider’d 
the  Juftice  of  the  Thing,  which  requires  that  • 
no  one  Ihould  have  any  Thing  forcibly  taken 
from  him  that  is  his  own.  But  it  feems,  poor 
Cyrus  was  whip’d  for  his  Pains,vas  we  are  in  our 
Villages,  for  forgetting  the  firft  Aorift  of  tvv'IS. 
My  Pedant  mull  make  me  a very  learned  Ora- 
tion, in  g<nere  demon  fir  ati'vo , before  he  can  per- 
fwade  me, that  his  School  is  like  unto  that.  They 
knew  how  to  go  the  readieft  way  to  work  : And 
feeing  that  Science,  when  mod  rightly  ap- 
ply’d,  and  beft  underftood,  can  do  no  more  but 
teach  us  Prudence,  moral  Honefty,  and  Refo- 
lution;  they  thought  fit  to  initiate  their  Children 
with  the  Knowledge  of  Effects,  and  to  inftrudfc 
them,  not  by  Hear-fay,  and  by  Rote,  but  by 
the  Experiment  of  A&ion,  in  lively  forming 
and  moulding  them  ; not  only  by  Words,  and 
Precepts,  but  chiefly  Works  and  Examples;  to 
the  Endjitmightnotbe  a Knowledge  of  the  Mind 
only,  but  a Complexion  and  a Habit ; and  not 
an  Acquifition,  but  a natural  Polfeffion.  One 
asking  to  this  Purpofe,  Age fil jus,  what  he  thought 
moll  proper  for  Boys  to  learn  ? What  they 
OVght  to  do  when  they  come  to  be  Men,  faid 
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he.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder,  if  fuch  an  In- 
Hitution  have  produc’d  fo  admirable  Effe&s. 
They  us’d  to  go,  ’tis  faid,  in  the  other  Cities 
of  Greece,  to  enquire  out  Rhetoricians,  Painters, 
and  Mu fick -matters  ; but  in  Lacedamon , Le- 
giflators,  Magiftrates,  and  Generals  of  Armies  j 
at  Athens  they  learn’d  to  fpeak  well,  and  here 
to  do  well  • there  to  difmgage  themfelves  from 
a fophiftical  Argument,  and  to  unravel  Syllo- 
gifms  ,*  here  to  evade  the  Baits  and  Allurements 
of  Pleafure,  and  with  a noble  Courage  and  Re- 
folution  to  confute  and  conquer  the  Menaces 
of  Fortune  and  Death ; thole  cudgell’d  their 
• Brains  about  Words,  thefe  made  it  their  Bufi- 
nefs  to  enquire  into  Things  j there  was  an  eter- 
nal Babble  of  the  Tongue,  here  a continual  Ex- 
ercife  of  the  Soul.  And  therefore  it  is  nothing 
ftrange,  if,  when  Antipater  demanded  of  them 
fifty  Children  for  Hoftages,  they  made  Anfwer, 
quite  contrary  to  what  we  Ihould  do.  That  they 
would  rather  give  him  twice  as  many  full  grown 
Men,  fo  much  did  they  value  the  Lofs  of  their 
Country’s  Education,  When  Agefilaus  courted 
Xenophon  to  fend  his  Children  to  Sport  a to  be 
bred.  It  is,  not,  faid  he,  there  to  learn  Logick 
or  Rhetorick,  but  to  be  inftrudted  in  the  nobleft 
of  all  Sciences,namely,  the  Science  to  Obey,and 
to  Command.  It  is  very  pleafant  to  fee  Socrates , 
after  his  manner,  rallying  Hippias,  who  recounts 
to  him  what  a World  of  Money  he  has  got,  e- 
fpecially  in  certain  little  Villages  of  Sicily , by 
teaching  School,  and  that  he  got  never  a Penny 
at  Sparta.  What  a fottilh  and  ftupid  People 
flays  Socrates)  are  they,  without  Senfe  or  Un- 
demanding, that  make  no  Account  either  of 
Grammar,  or  Poetry,  and  only  bufy  themfelves 
in  ftudying  the  Genealogies  and  Succeflions  of 
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their  Kings,  the  Foundations,  Rifes,  and  De- 
clenfions  of  States,  and  fuch  Tales  of  a Tub  ! 
After  which,  having  made  Hippias  particularly 
to  acknowledge  the  Excellency  of  their  Form 
of  publick  Adminiftration,  and  the  Felicity  and 
Vertue  of  their  private  Life,  he  leaves  him  to 
guefs  at  the  Conclufion  he  makes  of  the  InutL 
lities  of  his  pedantick  Arts.  Examples  have  de- 
monftrated  to  us,  that  in  military  Affairs,  and 
all  others  of  the  like  a&ive  Nature,  the  Study 
of  Sciences  does  more  foften  and  untemper  the 
Courages  of  Men,  than  any  way  fortify  and 
incite  them.  The  moft  potent  Empire,  that 
at  this  Day  appears  to  be  in  the  whole  World, 
is  that  of  the  Turks,  a People  equally  inclin’d 
to  the  Eftimation  of  Arms,  and  the  Contempt 
of  Letters.  I find  Rome  was  more  valiant  be- 
fore (he  grew  fo  learned  ; and  the  moft  warlike 
Nations  at  this  Time  in  Being,  are  the  moft  ig- 
norant ; of  which,  the  Scythians,  Parthians, 
and  the  great  Tamerlane,  may  ferve  for  fufficient 
Proof.  When  the  Goths  over-ran  Greece,  the 
only  Thing  that  preferv’d  all  the  Libraries  front 
the  Fire,  was  that  fome  one  poflefs’d  them  with 
an  Opinion,  that  they  were  to  leave  this  kind  of 
Furniture  entire  to  the  Enemy,  as  being  moft 
proper  to  divert  them  from  the  Exercife  of 
Arms,  and  to  fix  them  to  a lazy  and  fedentary 
Life.  When  our  King  Charles  the  Eighth,  almoft 
without  ftriking  a Blow,  faw  himfelf  poflefs’d 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Niples,  and  a considerable 
Part  of  Tufcany , the  Nobility  about  him  attri- 
buted this  unexpe&ed  Facility  of  Conqueft  to 
this,  that  the  Princes  and  Nobles  of  Italy  more 
ftudied  to  render  themfelves  ingenious  and  learn- 
ed, than  vigorous  and  warlike.  ' 
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Of  the  Education  of  Children . “to  Madam 
Diana  of  Foix,  Count efs  of  Gurfon. 

I Never  yet  faw  that  Father,  bat  let  his  Son 
be  never  fo  decrepid  or  deform'd,  would 
notwithftanding  own  him  : Neverthelefs,  if  he 
were  not  totally  befotced,  and  blinded  with  his 
Paternal  Affe&ion,  that  hedidnot  well  enough 
difcern  his  Defe&s : but  that  all  Defaults  notwith- 
ftanding he  is  ftill  his.  Juft  fo  do  I,  I fee  better 
than  any  other,  that  all  1 write  are  but  the  idle 
Whimfies  of  a Man  that  has  only  nibbled  upon 
the  outward  Cruft  of  Sciences  in  his  Nonage, 
and  only  retain'd  a general  and  formlefs  Image 
of  them,  who  have  got  a little  Snatch  of  every 
Thing,  and  nothing  of  the  whole  a la  mode  dt 
France  : For  I know  in  general,  that  there  is 
fuch  a Thing  as  Phyfick.  a Knowledge  in  the 
Taws,  four  Parts  in  Mathematicks,  and,  in 
part,  what  all  thefe  aim  and  point  at ; and  per- 
adventure  I yet  know  farther,  what  Sciences  in 
general  pretend  unto,  in  order  to  the  Services 
of  humane  Life  ; but  to  dive  farther  than  that, 
and  to  have  cudgell  d my  Brains  in  the  Study  of 
Arifotle ; the  Monarch  of  all  modern  Learning ; 
or  particularly  additfted  my  felf  to  any  one 
Science,  I have  never  done  it ; neither  is  there 
any  one  Art  of  which  I am  able  to  draw  the 
firft:  Lineaments  and  dead  Colour  j infomuch 
that  there  is  not  a Boy  of  the  loweft  Form  in  a 
School,  that  may  not  pretend  to  be  wifer  than 
I,  who  am  not  able  to  pofe  him  in  his  firft  Lef- 
fon,  which,  if  I am  at  any  time  forc’d  upon. 
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I am  neceflitated  in  my  own  Defence,  to  ask 
him  fome  univerfal  Queftions,  fuch  as  may  ferve  • 
to  try  his  natural  Underftanding ; a Leffon  as 
ftrange  and  unknown  to  him,  as  his  is  to  me. 

I never  ferioufly  fettled  my  felf  to  the  reading 
any  Book  of  folid  1 earning,  but  Plutarch  and 
Seneca ; and  there,  like  the  Danaides , I eternal- 
ly fill,  and  it  as  cunftantly  runs  out ; fomething 
of  which  drops  upon  this  Paper,  but  very  little 
or  nothing  flays  behind.  Hiftory  is  my  De- 
light, as  to  matter  of  reading,  or  elfe  Poetry, 
for  which  I have,  I confefs,  a particular  Kind- 
nefs  and  Efteem  : For,  as  Cleanthes  faid,  as  the 
Voice,  forc’d  through  the  narrow  Paffage  of  a 
Trumpet,  comes  out  more  forcible  and  fhrill; 
fo,  methinks,  a Sentence  couch’d  in  the  Har- 
mony of  Verfe,  darts  more  briskly  upon  the  Un- 
demanding, and  ftrikes  both  my  Ear  and  Ap- 
prehenfion  with  a fmarter,  and  more  pleafing 
Power.  As  to  the  natural  Parts  I have,  of 
which  this  is  the  Effay,  I find  them  to  bow  un- 
der the  Burthen ; my  Fancy  and  Judgment  do 
but  grope  in  the  Dark,  trip  and  (tumble  in  their 
Way,  and  when  I have  gone  as  far  as  I can,  I 
difcover  (till  a new  and  greater  Extent  of  Land 
before  me,  but  with  a troubled  and  imperfe# 
Sight,and  wrapt  up  in  Clouds, that  I am  notable 
to  penetrate.  And  taking  upon  me  to  writ® 
indifferently  of  whatever  comes  into  my  Head, 
and  therein  making  ufe  of  nothing  but  my  own 
proper  and  natural  Force  and  Ammunition,  if 
it  befell  me;  as  oft-times  it  does,  accidentally 
to  meet  in  any  good  Author,  the  fame  Heads  and 
Common-places  upon  which  I have  attempted 
to  write,  (as  I did  but  a little  before  in  Plutarch’s 
Difcouri'e  of  the  Force  of  Imagination)  to  fee  my 
felf  fo  weak  and  fo  forlorn,  lo  heavy  and  fo  flat, 
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in  companion  of  thofe  better  Writers,  1 at  once 
pity  and  defpife  my  felf.  Yet  do  I flatter,  and 
plcafe  my  felf  with  this,  that  my  Opinions  have 
often  the  honour  and  good  fortune  to  jump  with 
theirs,  and  that  I follow  in  the  fame  Paths,  tho’ 
at  a very  great  diftance,*  I am  farther  fatisfied 
to  find,  that  I have  a Quality,  which  every  one 
is  not  bleft  withal,  which  is,  to  difcern  the  vaft 
difference  betwixt  them  and  me,*  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that,  fuffer  my  own  Inventions,  low 
and  contemptible  as  they  are,  to  run  on  in  their 
Career,  without  mending  or  plaftering  up  the 
Defers  that  this  Comparifon  has  laid  open  to 
my  own  View  ; and  in  plain  Truth,  a Man  had 
need  of  a good  ftrong  Back  to  keep  Pace  with 
thefe  People.  The  indifcreet  Scfiblers  of  our 
Times,  who  amongft  their  laborious  Nothings, 
infert  wfiole  Sections,  Paragraphs,  and  Pages, 
out  of  Ancient  Authors,  with  a Defign  by  that 
means  to  illuftrate  their  own  Writings,  do  quite 
contrary  ,*  for  this  infinite  Diflimilicude  of  Or- 
naments renders  the  Complexions  of  their  own 
Compofitions,  fo  pale,  fallow,and  deform’d,  that 
they  lofe  much  more  than  they  get.  The  Phi- 
lofophers,  Cbryfippus  and  Epicurus , were,  in  this, 
of  too  quite  contrary  Humours  ,*  for  the  firft 
did  not  only  in  his  Books  mix  the  Paflages  and 
Sayings  of  other  Authors,  but  entire  Pieces, 
and  in  one  the  whole  Medea  of  Euripides ; which 
gave  spoilt  dor  us  occafion  to  fay.  That  fhould  a 
Man  pick  out  of  his  Writings  all  that  was  none 
of  his,  he  would  leave  him  nothing  but  blank 
Paper:  whereas  the  latter,  quite  contrary,  in 
three  hundred  Volumes  that  he  left  behind  him, 
has  not  fo  much  as  any  one  Quotation.  I hap- 
ned  the  other  day  upon  this  Piece  of  Fortune  ; 
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I was  reading  a French  Book,  where  after  I had 
a long  time  run  dreaming  over  a great  many 
Words,  fo  dull,  fo  infipid,  fo  void  of  all  Wit,  or 
common  Senfe,  that  indeed  they  were  only 
words,*  after  a long  and  tedious  Travel,  I came 
at  laft  to  meet  with  a piece  that  was  lofty,  rich, 
and  elevated  to  the  very  Clouds : of  which,  had 
I found  either  the  Declivity  eafy,  or  the  Afcent  , 
acceffible,  there  had  been  fome  excufe  ; but  it 
was  fo  perpendicular  a Precipice,  and  fo  wholly 
cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  Work,  that  by  the 
fix  firft  words  I found  my  felf  flying  into  the  o- 
ther  World,  and  from  thence  discover’d  the 
Vale  from  whence  I came  fo  deep  and  low,  that 
I had  never  fince  the  Heart  to  defcend  into  it  a- 
ny  more.  If  I fliould  fet  out  my  Difcourfes  with 
fuch  rich  Spoils  as  thefe,  the  Plagiary  would  be 
» too  manifeft  in  his  own  Defers,  and  I fhould  too 
much  difcover  the  imperfe&ion  of  my  own  Wri- 
ting. To  reprehend  the  fault  in  others,  that  I 
am  guilty  of  my  felf,  appears  to  me  no  more 
unreafonable,  than  to  condemn,  as  I often  do, 
thofe  of  others  in  my  felf.  They  are  to  be  eve- 
ry where  reprov’d,  and  ought  to  have  no  San&u- 
ary  allow’d  them.  I know  very  well  how  im- 
prudently I my  felf  at  every  turn  attempt  to 
equal  my  felf  to  my  thefts,  and  to  make  my 
ftile  go  hand  in  hand  with  them,  not  without  2 
temerarious  hope  of  deceiving  the  eyes  of  my 
Reader  from  difcerning  thedifference  ,*  but  with- 
al, it  is  as  much  by  the  benefit  of  my  Applicati- 
on, that  I hope  to  do  it,  as  by  that  of  my  In- 
vention, or  any  Force  of  my  own.  Befides,  I 
do  not  offer  to  contend  with  the  whole  Body  of 
thefe  Champions,  nor  hand  to  hand  with  any 
one  of  them,  ’tis  only  by  flights  and  little  light 
attempts  that  I engage  them  ; I do  not  grapple 
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with  them, but  try  their  Strength  only, and  never 
engage  fo  far  as  I make  a fhew  to  do  ; and  if  I 
could  hold  them  in  play,  I were  a brave  Fellow  j 
for  I never  attack  them,  but  where  they  are  moft 
linevpy  and  ftrong.  To  cover  a Man’s  felf  (as  I 
have  feen  fome  do)  with  another  Man’s  Arms, 
fo  as  not  to  difcover  fo  much  as  their  fingers 
ends;  to  carry  on  a Defign  (as  it  is  not  hard  for 
a Man  that  has  anv  thing  of  a Scholar  in  him, 
in  an  ordinary  Subject  to  do)  under  old  Inven- 
tions, patcht  up  here  and  there  with  his  own 
Trumpery  : And  then  to  endeavour  to  conceal 
the  Theft,  and  to  make  it  pafs  for  his  own.  is  firft 
Injuftice,  and  meannefs  of  Spirit  in  whoever  do 
it,  who  having  nothing  in  them  of  their  own 
fit  to  procure  them  a Reputation,  endeavour  to 
do  it  by  attempting  to  impofe  things  upon  the 
World  in  their  own  Name,  which  they  have  • 
really  no  manner  of  Title  to ; and  then  a ridi- 
culous Folly  to  content  themfelves  with  acqui- 
ring the  ignorant  approbation  of  the  Vulgar  by 
fuch  a pitiful  Cheat,  at  the  Price  at  the  fame 
time  of  difcovering  their  infufficiency  to  Men  of 
Underftanding,  who  will  foon  fmell  out,  and 
trace  them  in  thofe  borrow’d  Allegories,  and 
from  whom  alone  they  are  to  exped  a legitimate 
Applaule.  For  my  own  part,  there  is  nothing 
I would  not  fooner  do  than  that,  neither  have  I 
faid  fo  much  of  others,  but  to  get  a better  Op- 
portunity to  excufe  my  felf : neither  in  this  do  I 
in  the  leaft  glance  at  the  Compofers  of  Cento’s, 
who  declare  themfelves  for  luch  ,*  of  which  fort 
of  Writers,  I have  in  my  time  known  many  ve- 
ry ingenious,  and  have  their  llhapfodies  in  very 
great  Efteem,  and  particularly  one,  under  the 
Name  of  Capilulus,  befides  the  Ancients.  Thefe 
are  really  Men  of  Wit,  and  that  make  it  appear 
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they  arefo,  both  by  that  and  other  ways  of  Wri- 
ting ; as  for  Example,  Lipfius , in  that  learned 
and  laborious  Contexture  of  his  Politicks.  But, 
be  it  how  it  will,  and  how  inconfiderable  foever 
thefe  Effays  of  mine  may  be  I will  ingenuoully 
confefs,  I never  intended  to  conceal  them,  rio 
more  than  my  old  bald  grizled  Pi&ure  before 
them,  where  the  Graver  has  not  prefented  you 
with  a perfed  Face,  but  the  Refemblance  of 
mine.  And  thefe  alfo  are  but  riiy  own  parti- 
cular Opinions  and  Fancies,  and  I deliver  them 
for  no  other,  but  only,  what  I my  felf  believe, 
arid  not  for  what  is  really  to  be  believ’d.  Nei- 
ther have  I any  other  end  in  this  Writing,  but 
only  to  difcover  my  felf,  who  alfo  (hall  perad- 
Venture  be  another  thing  to  Morrow,  if  I chance 
to  meet  any  Book,  or  Friend,  to  convince  me  iri 
the  mean  time.  I have  no  Authority  to  be  be- 
liev’d, neither  do  I defire  it,  being  too  confcious 
of  my  own  Inerudition  to  be  able  to  inftrud  o- 
there. 

A Friend  of  mine  then,  having  read  the  pre- 
cedent Chapter  the  other,  day  told  me,  that  I 
fhould  a little  longer  have  infilled  upon  the  Edu- 
cation of  Children ; and  farther  have  extended 
my  Difcourfe  upon  fo  neceffary  a Point : which, 
how  fit  I am  to  do,  let  my  Friends  flatter  me  if 
they  pleafe,  I have  in  the  mean  time  no  fuch 
Opinion  of  my  own  Talent,  as  to  promife  my 
felf  any  very  good  Succefs  from  my  endeavour; 
but  (Madam)  if  I had  any  fufficiency  in  this 
Subjed,  I could  not  poffibly  better  employ  it, 
than  to  prefent  my  belt  Inftrudions  to  the  little 
Gentleman  that  threatens  you  fhortly  with  a 
happy  Birth  ; (for  you  are  too  generous  fo  begin 
otherwife  than  with  a Male)  for  having  had  fo 
great  & hand  in  the  treaty  of  your  Marriage,  I 
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have  a certain  particular  Right  and  Imereft  in 
the  greatnefs  and  profperity  of  the  IfljLiq  that  ffiall 
fpring  from  it  \ befides  that,  your  having  had  the 
beft  of  my  Services  To  long  in  poffeffion,  does 
fufficiently  oblige  me  to  delire,  the  Honour  and 
Advantage  of  all  wherein  you  fha.ll  be  concern- 
- ed.  But,  in  truth,  all  I underftand  as  to  that  par- 
ticular, is  only  this,  that  the  greateft  and,  moft 
important  difficulty  of  Human  Science  is  the 
Education  of  Children.  For  as  in  Agriculture, 
the  Husbandry  that  is  to  precede  Planting,  as 
alfo  Planting  ic  lelf,  is  certain,  plain,  eafy,  and 
very  well  known  ) -but  after  that  which  is  plant- 
ed comes  to  take  Root,  to  fpread,  and  (hoot  up, 
there  is  a great  deal  more  to  be  done,  more  Arc 
to  be  us’d,  more  Care  to  be  taken,  and  much 
more  Difficulty  to,  cultivate  and  bring  them  to 
Perfe&ion  : fo  it  is  withMen.^  it  is  no  hard  mat- 
ter to  get  Children*.  but  after  they  are  born, 
then  begins  the  Trouble,  Sollicitude,  and  Care, 
vertuoully  to  train,  principle,  and  bring  them 
up.  The  Symptoms  of  their  Inclinations  in  that 
young  and  tender  Age  are  fo  obfeure,  and  the 
Promifes  fo  uncertain  and  fallacious,  that  it  is  ve- 
ry hard  to  dlablilh  any  folid  Judgment  or  Con- 
jecture upon  them.  As  Simony  for  Example,  and 
ToemiftoclfSy  and  a thoufand  Others,  who  have 
very  much  deceiv’d  the  little  Expectation  the 
World  had  of  them Cubs  of  Bears  and  Bitches 
Puppies,  do  truly  and  indeed  difcover  their  na- 
tural Inclination ; but  Men,  fo  Toon  as  ever 
grown  up,  immediately  applying  thetpfelves  to 
certain  Habits,  engaging  iheipfejves  in  certain 
Opinions,  and  conforming  themfelves  to  parti- 
cular Laws  and  Cuftoms,  do  ealjly /alter,  or  at 
lead  difguile  their  trueandreal  iiilpofition.  And 
yet  it  is  uard  to  force  the  Pjx>p$nfioQof  Nature  * 
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whence  it  .comes  to  pafs,$hac  fpr  npt  haying 
qhofen  the  right  Cpurfe*:  a Man  often  take?  yer 
r,y  great  Pains,  and  confumes  good  part  £>f  jijs 
:Age  in  training  up  Children  to  things*,  fp£ 
which,  by  their  natural  Averfion,  they  are  id- 
eally unfit.  In  this  Difficulty,  aeyerthelefs,  J apt 
clearly  of  Opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  eleT 
jnentediin.the  beft  and  moft  advantageous  Stu- 
dies,  without  taking  too  much  notice  of,.prbe* 
ing  too  fuperftitious  in  tjhof&light  Prognoffjcfo 
they  give  of  themfelves : in  their  tender  Years  f 
to  which:  Plato,  in  his  Republic,  gives,  methinks, 
too  much  Authority.  Rut  (Madam)  Science  is 
doubtlefs  a;  very  great  Ornament,  and  a thing 
,<?f  marvellous  ufe,  efpecially  in  Perfons  rais’d  t9 
that  degree  of  Fortune  you  are  ,*  and  in  truth, 
in  Perfons  of  mean  and  low  Condition,  canpo£ 
perform  its  true  and  genuine  Office,  being  na- 
turally more  prompt  to  affift  ip  the  Condud  of 
War,,  in  the  Government  of  Armies  and  Pfp- 
yinces,  and  in  negotiating  .the  League?  an<| 
Friendships  of  Princes  and  foreign  Nations,  thap 
in  forming  a Syllogifm  in  Logiek,  in  pleading  3. 
Procefsin  Law,  or  in  preferring  a pofeof  Pfll^ 
in  Phyfick.  Wherefore,  Madam,  believing  yoij. 
will  not  omit  this  fo  neceljary  Embelliflmjenc  irj 
the  Education  of  your  Pofterity,  who  youf  felf 
have  tafted  the  Fruits  of  it,  , and  are  of  a Learn: 
ed  Extradion  (for  we  .yet  have  the  Wricipgs  of 
the  ancient  Counts  of  Fox,  from  whom  my  Lord 
your  Husband,  and  your  felf  are  both  of  you  dgT 
fcended,  and  Monjieur  de  Candalt , your  Uncle, 
does  every  day  oblige  the  World  with  others, 
which  will  extend  the  knowledge  of  this  Quali- 
ty in  your  Family  fo  many  fuceeeding  A&e?)  J 
will  upon  this  occafion  prefume  pacquaiptyoijf 
Ladifhu?  with  pn.e  particular  fapcy  of  my  ffyPt 
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Contrary  to  the  common  Method,  which  alfo  is 
all  I am  able  to  contribute  to  your  Service  in 
this  Affair.  The  charge  of  the  Tutor  or  Go- 
vernour  you  fhall  provide  for  your  Son,  upon 
the  choice  of  whom  depends  the  whole  Succefs 
of  his  Education,  has  feveral  other  great  and 
confiderable  Parts  and  Duties  requir’d  in  fo  im- 
portant a Truff,  befidesthat  of  which  lam  3- 
bout  to  (peak,  which  however  I fhall  not  men- 
tion, as  being  unable  to  add  any  thing  of  Mo- 
ment to  the  common  Rules,  that  every  one  who 
is  qualified  for  a Governor  is  perfed  in : and  al- 
fo in  this  wherein  I take  upon  me  to  advife,  he 
may  follow  it  fo  far  only  as  it  fhall  appear  ratio- 
nal and  conducing  to  the  end,  at  which  he  does 
aim  and  intend.  ■' 

For  a Boy  of  Quality  then,  who  pretends  to 
Letters  not  upon  the  account  of  Profit,  (for  fo 
mean  an  Objed  as  that  is  unworthy  of  the  grace 
and  favour  of  the  Mufes;  and  moreover,  in  that 
a Man  dire&s  his  Service  to,  and  profeffes  to  de- 
pend upon  others)  nor  fo  much  for  outward  Or- 
nament, as  for  his  own  proper  and  peculiar  ufe, 
and  to  furnifh  and  enrich  himfelf  within,  having 
rather  a Defire  to  go  out  an  accomplifh’d  Cava- 
lier, and  a fine  Gentleman,  than  a mere  Scho- 
lar, and  a Learned  Man  ; for  fuch  a one,  I fay, 
I would  atfo  have  his  Friends  follicitous  to  find 
him  out  a Tutor,  who  has  rather  an  Elegant 
than  a Learned  Head,  and  both,  iffuchaPerfon 
can  be  found  ,•  but  however,  to  prefer  his  Man- 
ners and  his  Judgment  before  his  Reading,  and 
that  this  Man  fhouid  purfue  the  Exercife  of  his 
Charge  after  a new  Method.  ’Tis  the  Cuftom 
of  School-mafters,  to  be  eternally  thundring  in 
their  Pupils  Ears,  as  they  were  pouring  into  a 
Funnel,  whilft  their  Bulinefs  is  only  to  repeat 
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what  the  Other  have  laid  before : Now  I would 
have  a Tutor  to  correct  this  Error,  and  that  at 
the  very  firft,  he  fhould  according  to  the  Ca- 
pacity he  has  to  deal  with,  put  it  to  the  Teft, 
permitting  his  Pupil  himfelf  to  tafte  and  re- 
lifh  things,  and  of  himfelf  to  choofe  and  dis- 
cern them,  fometimes  opening  the  way  to  him, 
and  fometimes  making  him  to  break  the  Ice 
himfelf ; that  is,  I would  not  have  him  alone  to 
invent  and  fpeak,  but  that  he  fhould  alfo  hear 
his  Pupil  fpeak  in  turn.  Socrates,  and  fince  him 
Arcefilaus,  made  firft  their  Scholars  fpeak,  and 
then  they  fpoke  to  them.  Obtft  flerumque  iis  quiCic At 
difcere  volant , author  it  as  tortim  qui  decent  j The  Dtor"  ' *• 
Authority  of  thofe  who  teach,  is  very  oft  an 
Impediment  to  thofe  who  defire  to  learn.  It  is 
good  to  make  him,  like  a young  Horfe,  trot 
before  him,  that  he  may  judge  of  his  going, 
and  how  much  he  is  to  abate  of  his  own  Speed, 
to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  Vigour  and  Ca- 
pacity of  the  other.  For  want  of  which  due 
proportion,  we  fpoil  all  ; which  alfo  to  know 
how  to  adjuft,  and  to  keep  within  an  exaeft  and 
due  meafure,  is  one  of  the  hardeft  things  I 
know,  and  an  effeCt  of  a judicious  and  well- 
temper  d Soul,  to  know  how  to  condefcend  to 
his  Puerile  Motions,  and  to  govern  and  direCfc 
them.  I walk  firmer,  and  more  fecure  up  hill 
than  down,  and  fuch  as  according  to  our  com- 
mon way  of  Teaching  undertake,  wirhoneand 
the  fame  Leffon,  and  the  fame  meafure  of  dire- 
ction, to  inftrud  feveral  Boys  of  fo  differing 
and  unequal  Capacities,  are  infinitely  miftaken 
in  their  Method  ; and  at  this  rate,  ’tis  no  won- 
der, if  in  a multitude  of  Scholars,  there  are  not 
found  above  two  or  three  who  bring  away  any 
good  account  of  their  Time  and  Difcipline  . Let 
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the  Mafier  not  only  examine  him  about  the'- 
Grammacical  Conftrudion  of  the  bare  wortkof  1 
his  Leffon,  but  of  the  fenle  and  meaning  of  J 
thfcm,  and  let  him  judge  of  the  Profit  he  has  l 
tnadej  not  by  the  teftimorty  of  his  Memory,  but  < 
by  that  of  his  Underftanding.  Let  him  make  him 
put  what  he  hath  learn’d  into  an  hundred  feve-  > 
ral  Forms,  and  accommodate  it  to  fo  many  fe-" 
veral  Subjeds,  to  fee  if  he  yet  rightly  cornpre-  i 
bend  it,  and  have  made  it  his  own  taking  inftru- 1 
dionbv  his  progrefs  from  the  Inftitutiohs  ofP/«- 
to.  ’Ti»  a fign  of  Crudity  and  Indigeftion  to  vomit 
tip  what  we  eat  in  the  fame  condition^  was  fwal- 
lowed  down,  and  the  Stomach  has  not  per-  , 
form’d  its  Office,  unlefs  it  have  altered  the  form 
and  condition  of  what  was  committed  to  it  tos 
concod : fo  our  Minds  work  only  upon  Truft, 
being  bound  and  compell’d  to  follow  the  Appe- 
tite of  anothers  Fancy,  enflav’d  and  captivated 
Under  the  Authority  of  another’s  Inftrudion, 
we  have  been  fo  fubjeded  to  the  Tramel;  that 
we  haveno  free,  nor  qatural  Pace  of  our  own, 
ourown  Vigour  and  Liberty  is  excindand  gone. 
Nunjuam  tutela  fua  ftmt;  They  are  ever  in 
Wardfhip,  and  never  left  to  their  own  Tuition. 

I was  privately  at  Pifa  carried  to  fee  a very  ho- 
heft  Man,  but  fo  great  an  Arifiotelian , that  his 
tnoftufual  Thefis  was,  That  the  Touch-(tone  and 
Square  of  all  folid  Imagination,  and  of  the  Truth, 
\t)as  an  abfolute  conformity  to  Ariftotle’s  Doftrine  * 
nnd  that  all  befides  was  nothing  but  Inanity  and  Chi- 
Jmtra  for  that  he  had  {ten  all,  and  [aid  all.  A 
Pofitian;  that  for  having  been  a little  too  injuri- 
bufly  and  ■ malicioufly  interpreted,  brought  him 
ifirft  into;  and  afterwards  long  kept  him  in  great 
trouble  in  the  Inquifition  at  Rome.  Let  him 
fenlke  him  examine,  and  thoroughly  fift  every 
>■'?  r thing 
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thing  he  reads,  and  lodge  nothing  in  his  Fancy 
upon  fimple  Authority,  and  upon  TL  raft.  Art- 
ftotle  s Principles  will  then -be  no  more  Principles 
to  him,  than  thofe  of  Epicurus  and  the  Stoicks : 

Only  let  thisDiverfity  of  Opinions  be  propounded 
to,  and  laid  before,  him,  he  will  himfelf  choofe, 
if  he  be  able  ; if  not  he  will  remain  in  doubt. 

Che  non  mtncbe  Caper  dubkr  ni  aggrada  Dante  in- 

fern9}  Can* 

I love  fometiraes  to  doubt,  as  well  as  know. 

For  if  he  embrace  the  Opinions  of  Xenophon 
and  Plato;  by  maintaining  them,,  they  will  no 
more  be  theirs,  but  become  his  own.  Who  fol- 
lows another,  follows  nothing,  finds  nothing, 
nay,  is  inquifitive  after  nothing.  Non  fumusjub 
Reget  fibi  <juij<^ue  fe  'vindicety  Let  him  at  leaft 
know,  that  he  knows.  It  will  be  neceffary  that 
he  imbibe  their  Knowledge,  not  that  he  be  cor- 
rupted with  their  Precepts,*  and  no  matter  if  he 
forget  where  he  had  his  Learning,  provided  he 
know  how  to  apply  it  to*  his  own  Ufe  ^ Truth 
and  Reafon  are  common  to  every  one,  and  are 
no  more  his  who  fpake  them  firft,  than  his  who 
fpeaks  them  after,  ’Tis  no  more  according  to 
Plato,  than  according  to  Me,  fince  both  he  and 
I equally  fee  and  underftand  them.  Bees  cull 
their  feveral  Sweets  from  this  Flower,  and  that 
Bloffom,  here  and  there  where  they  find  them, 
but  themfelves  after  make  the  Honey,  which  is 
all,  and  purely  their  own,  and  no  more  Time 
and  Marjoram  : So  the  feveral  Fragments  he 
borrows  from  others,  he  will  transform  and 
ihuffle  together  to  compile  a Work  that  lhall  be 
abfolutely  his  own ; that  is  to  fay,  his  Judg- 
ment, his  Inftruaion,  Labour,  and  Study,  tend 
* P 4 to 
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to  nothing  elfebutto  incline,  and  make  him  ca- 
pable To  to  do.  He  is  not  oblig’d  to  difcover 
whence  he  had  his  Ammunition,  but  only  to 
produce  what  he  has  himfelf  compos’d.  Men 
that  live  upon  Rapine,  and  borrowing,  expofe 
their  Purchafes  and  Buildings  to  every  ones 
knowledge  and  view : But  do  not  proclaim  how 
they  came  by  the  Money.  We  do  not  fee  the 
Fees,  and  Perquifites  belonging  to  the  Fundion 
and  Offices  of  a Gentleman  of  the  long  Robe  ,* 
but  we  fee  the  Noble  Alliances  wherewith  he 
fortifies  himfelf  and  his  Family,  and  the  Titles 
and  Honours  he  has  obtain’d  for  him  and  his. 
No  Man  divulges  his  Revenue  ,♦  oratleaft  which 
way  it  comes  in : but  every  one  publifhes  his 
Purchafes,  and  is  content  the  World  fhould 
know  his  good  Condition.  The  Advantages  of 
our  Study  are  to  become  better  and  more  wife. 
• Tis  (fays  E ftcharmus)  the  Underftanding  that 
fees  and  hears,  kis  the  Underftanding  that  im- 
proves every  thing,  that  orders  every  thing,  and 
that  ads,  rules,  and  reigns : all  other  Faculties 
are  blind,  and  deaf,  and  without  Soul  • and  cer- 
tainly, we  render  it  timorous  and  fervile,  in  not 
allowing  it  the  Liberty  and  Privilege  to  do  any 
thing  of  it  felf.  Who  ever  ask’d  his  Pupil  what 
he  thought  of  Grammar  and  Rhetorick,  or  of 
fuch  and  fuch  a Sentence  of  Cicero?  Our  Matters 
dart  and  ftick  them  full  feather’d  in  our  Memo- 
ries, and  there  eftablifh  them  like  Oracles,  of 
which  the  very  Letters  and  Syllables  are  of  the 
fubftance  of  the  thing.  To  know  by  rote,  is 
po  Knowledge,  and  fignifies  no  more  but  only 
to  retain  what  one  has  intrnfted  to  his  Memory. 
That  which  a Man  rightly  knows  and  under- 
stands, he  is  the  free  Difpofer  of  at  his  own  full 
Liberty,  without  any  regard  to  the  Author  from 
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whence  he  had  it,  or  fumbling  over  the  Leaves 
of  his  Book.  A meer  Bookifh  Learning  is  both 
troublefom  and  ungrateful  $ and  though  it  may 
ferve  for  fome  kind  of  Ornament,  there  isyetno  Wtattrue' 
Foundation  for  any  Superftrudure  to  be  built  PMofo. 
npon  it,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  Plato,  who  cordlngw 
fays,  that  Conftancy,  Faith,  and  Sincerity,  are  pUt». B 
the  true  Philofophy,  and  the  other  Sciences, 
that  are  direded  to  other  ends,  to  be  adulterate 
and  falfe.  I could  wilh,  that  Paluel  or  Pompey, 
the  two  famous  Dancing-Mafters  of  my  Time, 
could  have  taught  us  to  cut  Capers,  by  only  fee- 
ing them  doit,  without  ftjrring  fropi  our  Places, 
as  thefe  Men  pretend  to  inform  the  Underftand- 
ings,  without  ever  fetting  them  to  work  • or 
that  we  could  learn  to  Ride,  handle  a Pike, 
touch  a Lute,  or  Sing,  without  the  trouble  of 
Pradice,  as  thefe  attempt  to  make  us  Judge,  and 
Speak  well,  without  exercifing  us  in  Judging 
and  Speaking.  Now  in  this  Initiation  of  our 
Studies,  and  in  the  Progrefs  of  them,  whatfoe- 
ver  prefents  it  felf  before  us  is  Book  fufficient : 
aRoguy  Trick  of  a Page,  a fottilh  Miftake  of 
a Servant,  or  a Jeft  at  the  Table,  are  fo  many 
new  Subjeds.  And  for  this  very  Reafon,  Con- 
verfation  with  Men  is  of  very  great  ufe,  and 
travel  into  Foreign  Countries  of  fingular  Advan- 
tage ; not  to  bring  back  (as  mod  of  our  young 
Monfieurs  do)  an  account  only  of  how  many 
Paces  Santa  Rotonda  is  in  Circuit ; or  of  the  rich- 
pefs  of  Signiora  Livia’s  Attire  ; or,  as  fome  o- 
thers,  how  much  Nero’s  Face,  in  a Statue  infuch 
an  old  Ruine,  is  longer  and  broader  than  that 
made  for  him  at  fuch  another  Place  : but  to  be 
able  chiefly  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Humours, 
Manners,  Cuftoms,  and  Laws  of  thofe  Nations 
where  he  has  been.  And,  that  we  may  whet 
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and  fharpen  our  Wirs  by  rubbing  them  upon 
thofe  of  others.  I would  that  a Boy  fhoulcfbe 
Tent  abroad  very  young  (and  principally  to  kill 
two  Birds  with  one  Stone)  into  thofe  neighbour- 
ing Nations  whofe  Language  is  molt  differing 
from  our  own,  and  to  which,  if  it  be  not  form’cf 
betimes,  the  Tongue  will  be  grown  too  ftiff  to 
bend.  And  alfo  ’ris  the  general  Opinion  of  ally 
that  a Child  fhould  not  be  brought  up  in  his 
Mother's  Lap.  Mothers  are  too  tender,  and 
their  natural  Affe&ion  is  apt  to  make  the  moft 
difcreet  of  them  all  fo  over-fond,  that  they  can 
neither  find  in  their  Hearts  to  give  them  due 
Correction  for  the  Faults  they  commit,  nor  fuf- 
fer  them  to  be  brought  up  in  thofe  Hardfhips 
Fondnefs  anc*  Hazards  they  ought  to  be.  * They  would 
of  Mo-  not  endure  to  fee  them  return  all  Duft  and 
fhers  pet-  Sweat  from  their  Exercifey  to  drink  cold  Drink 
iiicious  to  when  they  are  hot,  nor  fee  them  mount  an  un- 
on.UCat  " rulY  Horfe,  nor  take  a Foil  in  hand  againft  a 
rude  Fencet,  or  fo  much  as  to  difcharge  a Car- 
bine: and  yet  there  is  no  Remedy;  whoever 
will  breed  a Boy  to  be  good  for  any  thing  when 
he  comes  to  be  a Man,  mud  by  no  means  fpare 
him,  even  when  fo  young,  and  mull  very  of- 
ten tranfgrefs  the  Rules  of  Phyfick : 


Hirtl. 1, 1. 
Ofle  3. 


Vitarneyae  fub  dio}  & trepidss  agal 
In  rebus. 


He  mud  fharp  Gold  and  fcorching  Heat  defpife. 
And  moft  tempt  Danger  where  moft  Danger 
lies. 

. ' ..!•!.  • I . . '*  '4; 

It  is  not  enough  to  fortifie  his  Soul,  you  are 
alfo  to  make  his  5inews  ftrong ; for  the  Soul 
will  be  oppreft,  if  not  a {lifted  by  the  Members, 
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and  would  have  too  hard  a Task  to  difcharge 
two  Offices  alone.*  I know  very  well/ to.  my 
Cod*  how  much  mine  groans  under  the  Bur- 
then, for  being  accommodated  with  a Body  fo 
tender  and  indifpofed,  as  eternally  leans  and 
prefles  upon  her;  and  often  in  my  Reading 
perceive,  that  our  Maders,  in  their  Writings, 
make  Examples  pafs  for  Magnanimity  and  For- 
titude of  Mind,  which  really  is  rather  Tough- 
nefs  of  Skin  and  Hardnefs  of  Bones ; for  I have 
feen  -Men,  Women,  and  Children,  naturally 
born  of  fo  hard  and  infenffble  a Conditution  of 
Body,  that  a found  cudgelling  has  been  lefs  to 
them,  than  a Flirt  with  a Finger  would  have 
been,  to  me,  and  that  would  neither  cry  out, 
wince, . nor  quitch  for  a good  Twinging 
Beating;  and  when  \Vreftlers  counterfeit  the 
Philofcphers  in  patience,  ’tis  rather  Strength  of 
Nerves,  than  Stoutnefs  of  Heart.  Now  to  be 
inur’d  to  undergo  Labour,  is  to  be  accuftomed 
to  endure  Grief.  Labor  callum  obducit  dolori:  La- detroTvfc. 
hour  f tallies  Grief  with  a certain  Callus , that  de-l • 2. 
fends  it  from  the  Blow.  A Boy  is  to  be  inur’d  to 
the  Toil  and  Vehemency  of  Exercife,  to  train 
him  up  to  the  Pain,  and  differing  of  Dillocati- 
ons,  Cholicks,  Cauteries,  and  even  Imprifon- 
ment,  and  the  Rack  it  felf,  for  he  may  come, 
by  Misfortune,  to  be  reduc’d  to  the  word  of 
thefe  which  (as  this  World  goes)  isfometimes 
infli&ed  on  the  Good,  as  well  as  the  Bad.  As  for 
Proof,  in  our  prefent  Civil  War,  whoever  draws 
his  Sword  againft  the  Laws,  threatens  all  honed 
Men  with  the  Whip  and  the  Halter.  And  more- 
over, by  living  at  home,  the  Authority  of  this 
Governor,  which  ought  to  be  fovereign  over 
the  Boy  he  has  receiv’d  into  his  Charge,  is  of- 
ten check’d,  interrupted,  and  hindred  by  the 
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Prefence  of  Parents,-  to  which  may  alfo  be  ad- 
ded, that  the  Refped  the  whole  Family  pay  him, ' 
as  their  Matter’s  Son,  and  the  Knowledge  he  has 
of  the  Eftate  and  Greatnefs  he  is  Heir  to,  are 
in  my  Opinion,  no  fmall  Inconveniences  in 
thefe  tender  Years.  And  yet  even  in  this  con- 
vening with  Men  I fpoke  of  but  now,  I have 
obferv’d  this  Vice,  That  inftead  of  gathering 
Obfervations  from  others,  we  make  it  our  whole 
Bufinefs  to  lay  our  felves  open  to  them,  and  are 
more  concern’d  how  to  expofe  and  fet  out  our 
own  Commodities,  than  how  to  encreafe  our 
Stock  by  acquiring  new.  Silence  therefore,  and 
Modetty,  are  very  advantageous  Qualities  in 
Converfation : and  one  (hould  therefore  train 
up  this  Boy  to  be  fparing,  and  a good  Husband 
of  his  Talent  of  Undemanding,  when  once  ac- 
quir’d j and  to  forbear  taking  Exceptions  at,  or 
reproving  every  idle  Saying,  or  ridiculous  Sto- 
ry, is  fpoke  or  rold  in  his  Prefence  ; for  it  is  a 
Rudenefs  to  controvert  every  thing  that  is  not 
agreeable  to  our  own  Palate.  Let  him  be  fatif- 
fied  with  corre<tting  himfelf,  and  not  feem  to 
, condemn  every  thing  in  another  he  would  not 
do  himfelf,  nor  difpute  againft  common  Cu- 
Itoms.  Let  him  be  wife  without  Arrogancy, 
without  Envy.  Let  him  avoid  thefe  vain  and 
uncivil  Images  of  Authority,  this  chiWifh  Am- 
bition of  Coveting  to  appear  better  bred,  and 
more  accomplilh’d,  than  he  really  will  by  fuch 
Carriage  difcover  himfelf  to  be,  and  as  if  Op- 
portunities of  interrupting  and  reprehending 
were  not  to  be  omitted,  to  defire  from  thence  to 
derive  the  Reputation  of  fomething  more  than 
ordinary  : for,  as  it  ' becomes  none  but  great 
Poets  to  make  ufe  of  the  Poetical  Licence,  al- 
low’d only  to  chofe  of  celebrate  Art ,-  it  is  alfo 
1 ' ’’  intole- 
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intolerable,  that  any  but  Men  of  great  and  il- 
lultrious  Souls  Ihould  be  priviledg’d  above  the 
Authority  of  Cuftom  ; Si  quid  Socrates , & Art-  cif;  dj 
fitppus  contra  morem,  & confuetudinem  fecerunt,  idem  °&c’  ' *' 
Jihi  ne  arbitratur  lictrt : magis  enrm  iili3  & divinis 
bonis  hone  licentiam  ajfequebantur,  If  Socrates  and 
Arifiippus  have  tranfgrels’d  the  Rules  of  Cuftom, 
let  him  not  imagine  that  he  is  licens’d  to  do  the 
lame  ,*  for  it  was  by  great  and  fovereign  Ver- 
tues  that  they  obtain’d  this  Privilege.  Let  him 
be  inftruded  not  to  engage  in  Difcourfe,  or 
difpute  but  with  a Champion  worthy  of  him, 
and  even  there  not  to  make  ufe  of  all  the  little 
Fallacies  and  Subtleties  that  are  pat  for  his  Pur- 
pofe } but  only  fuch  as  may  belt  ferve  him 
upon  that  Occafion.  Let  him  be  taught  to  be 
curious  in  the  Eledion  ond  Choice  of  his  Rea- 
ions,  to  abominate  Impertinence,  and  confe- 
quently,  to  affed  Brevity ; but  above  all,  let 
him  be  lelfon’d  to  acquiefce  and  fubmit  to  Truth 
fo  foon  as  ever  he  ihall  difeover  it,  whether  in 
his  Opponent’s  Argument,  or  upon  better  Con- 
fideracion  of  his  own  ,•  for  he  Ihall  never  be  pre- 
ferr’d  to  the  Chair  for  a mere  clatter  of  Words 
and  Syllogifms,  and.  is  no  further  engag’d  to  a- 
ny  Argument  whatever,  than  as  he  Ihall  in  his 
own  Judgment  approve  it : nor  yet  is  Arguing 
a Trade,  where  the  liberty  of  Recantation,  and 
getting  off  upon  better  Thoughts  are  to  be  fold 
for  ready  Money.  Neque  ut  omnia , qu/e  prafcri-Cie.  Atad. 
pta  dr  imperata  fint3  defendot,  necejfltate  ulla  cogitur  ;/•  4. 

hleither  is  there  any  Neceffity  or  Obligation 
upon  him  at  all,  that  he  Ihould  defend  all  things 
that  are  recommended  to  and  enjoyn'd  him.  If 
his  Governor  be  of  my  Humour,  he  will  form 
his  Will  to  be  a very  good  and  Loyal  Subjed  to 
his  Prince,  very  affedionate  to  his  Perfon,  and 
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very  ft  out  in  his  Quarrel;  but  withal,  he  will 
xool  in  him  the  defire  of  having  any  other  tye 
td  his  Service,  than  meerly  a Publicki  JDnty:  ; 
becaufe,  befides  feveral  other  Inconvenience^ 
that  are  very  inconfiftent  with  the  honeft  Libeiv 
ty  every  hdrieft  Man  ought  to  have,  a Man*s 
Judgment  being  brib’d  and  prepoffefs’d  by  thefe 
particular.' Obligations  and  Favours,  is,  either 
blinded,  and  lefs  free  to  exercile  its  Fundion, 
or  (hall  be  blemilh’d  either  with  Ingratitude  or 
Depen.  Indifcretion.  A Man  that  is  purely  a Courtien, 
dance  up- can  neither  have  Power  nor  Wit  to  fpeak  or 
on  P»in-  think  otherWife  than  favourably  and  well  of  a 
Mafter,  Who,  amongft  fo  many  Millions  of  6- 
ther  Subjeds  has  pick’d  out  him  with  his  own 
hand  to  nourilh  and  advance.  This  Favour, 
and  the  Profit  flowing  from  it,  mull  needs,  and 
not  without  fome  fhew  of  Reafon,  corrupt  his 
Underftanding,  and  deprive  him  of  the  freedom 
of  Speaking : and  alfo  we  commonly  lee  theft 
People  fpeak  in  another  kind  of  Phrafe  than  is 
ordinarily  fpoken  by  others  of  the  fame  Nati- 
on, though  what  they  fay  in  that  Courtly  Lan- 
guage, is  not  much  to  be  believ’d  in  fuch  Cafes. 
Let  his  Confcience  and  Vertue  be  eminently 
manifeft  in  his  fpeaking,  and  have  only  Reafon 
for  their  guide.  Make  him  underftand,  that  to 
acknowledge  rhe  Error  he  fhall  difeover  in;  his 
own  Argument,  though  only  found  out  by  him- 
, ; ....  felf,  is  an  Effed  of  Judgment  and  Sincerity, 

; which  are  the  principal  things  he  is  to  feek  af- 
ter. That  Obftinacy  and  Contention  are  com- 
mon qualities,  moft  appearing  in,  and  bell  be- 
coming, a mean  and  illiterate  Soul.  That  to 
recoiled,  and  to  corred  hirafelf,  and  to  forfake 
an  unjuft  Argument  in  the  height  and  heat  of 
Difpute,  are  great,  and  Philofophical  Qualifies. 
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. jL^?,bim  be  advis’d,  being  in  Company,  to  have 
his  Eye  and  Ear  in  every  corner  of  the  Room-1 
for  1 fiqd  that  the  Places  of  greateft  Honour  are 
commonly  poffeft  by  Men  that  have  leaftin  them, 
and  that  the  greateft  Fortunes  are  not  always  ac- 
companied with  the  able#  Parts.  I have  been 
ptefent,  when,  whilft  they  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  Chamber  have  been  only  commending  the 
Beauty  of  the  Arras , or  the  Flavour  of  the  Wine, 
many  things  that  have  been  very  finely  faid,  have 
been  loft  and  thrown  away  at  the  lower  end  of  ' 
the  Table.  Let  him  examine  every  Man's  Ta- 
lent, a Peafant,  a Bricklayer,  or  a Paftenger  ; 
a Man  may  learn  fomething  from  every  one  of 
thefe  in  their  feveral  Capacities,  and  fomething 
will  be  pick’d  out  of  their  Difcourfe,  whereof 
fome  ule  may  be  made  at  one  time  or  another  ,• 
nay,  even  the  Folly  and  Impertinence  of  others 
will  contribute  to  his  Inftru&ion.  By  obferving  Obfervj. 
the  jGraces  and  Fafhions  of  all  he  fees,  he  will  cion, 
create  to  himfelf  an  Emulation  of  the  good,  and 
a contempt  of  the  bad.  Let  an  honeft  curioficy 
be  fuggefted  to  his  Fancy  of  being  inquifitive  af- 
ter every  thing,  and  whatever  there  is  of  lingu- 
lar and  rare  near  the  Place  where  he  /hall  refide, 
let  him  go  and  fee  it  j a fine  Houfe,  a delicate 
Fountain,  an  eminent  Man,  the  Place  where  a 
Battel  has  been  anciently  fought,  and  the  pafla* 
gesof  C<f/«»rand  Cbarlmain. 

1.  . . ■ * 

Qua  Tellus  Jit  lenta  gelu,  qua  putris  ab  a flu.  Proper  1. 1. 

Fentus  in  Italians  quis  bene  vela  ferat.  4 

What  Countries  to  the  Bear  obje&ed  lie. 

What  with  the  Dog-ftar  Heats  are  parch’d  and 
And  what  Wind  faireft  ferves  for  Italy.  [dry, 
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Let  him  enquire  into  the  Manners,  Reve- 
nues, and  Alliances  of  Princes,  Things  in  them- 
felves  very  pleafant  to  learn,  and  very  ufeful 
to  know.  In  this  converfing  with  Men,  I mean, 
and  principally,  thofe  who  only  live  in  the  Re- 
cords of  Hiftory  ,•  he  fhall,  by  reading  thofe 
Books,  converfe  with  thofe  great  andheroick 
Souls  of  former  and  better  Ages.  *Tis  an  idle  and 
vain  Study  I confefs,to  thofe  who  make  it  fo, by- 
doing  it  after  a negligent  manner,  but  to  thofe 
who  do  it  with  Care  and  Obfervation,  ’tis  a 
Study  of  meftimable  Fruit  and  Value ; and  the 
only  one  as  Plato  reports,  the  Lactiammiant  re- 
ferv’d  to  themfelves.  What  Profit  (hall  he  not 
reap  as  to  the  Bufinefs  of  Men,  by  reading  the 
Lives  of  Plutarch  ? But  withal,  let  my  Gover- 
nor remember  to  what  End  his  Inftru&ions 
are  principally  dire&ed,  and  that  he  do  not  fo 
much  imprint  in  his  Pupil's  Memory,  the  Date 
of  the  Ruine  of  Carthage,  as  the  Manners  of 
Hannibal  and  Scipio  ; nor  fojmuch  where  Marctl- 
lot  dy’d,  as  why  it  was  unworthy  of  his  Dii- 
ry  that  he  dy'd  there.  That  he  do  not  teach 
him  fo  much  the  narrative  Part,  as  the  Bufinefs 
of  Hiftory.  The  reading  of  which,  in  my  O- 
pinion,  is  a Thing  that  of  all  others  we  apply 
our  felves  unto  with  the  moft  differing,  and  un- 
certain Meafures.  I have  read  a hundred  things 
in  Livy , that  another  has  not,  or  not  taken  No- 
tice of  at  leaft,  and  Plutarch  has  read  an  hundred 
more  there  than  ever  I could  find,  or  than  per- 
adventure  that  Author  ever  writ.  To  feme,  it 
is  meerly  a Grammar  Study  ,•  to  others,  the  ve- 
ry Anatomy  of  Philofophy,  by  which,  the  moft 
fecret,  and  abftrufe  Parts  of  our  humane  Na- 
ture are  penetrated  into.  There  are  in  Plu- 
tarch many  long  Difcourfes  very  worthy  to  be 
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carefully  read  and  obferv’d,  for  he  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  of  all  other,  the  greateft  Mafteriq 
that  kind  of  Writing;  but'  withal,  there  are  a 
thoufand  others  which  he  has  only  touch’d,  and 
glanc’d  upon,  where  he  only  point?  with  his 
Finger  to  dire<ft  us  which  Way  we  may  go  if  wq 
will,  and  contents  himfelf»fometimes  with  gi- 
ving only  one  brisk  Hit  in  the  niceft  ArticlQ 
of  the  Queftion,  from  whence  we  are  to  grope 
out  the  reft;  as  for  Example,  where  he  fays. 
That  the  Inhabitants  of  Alia  came  to  be  Vajfals  to  one, 
°nly»  for  not  having  been  able  to  pronounce  one  Syllable 1 
which  is  No.  Which  Saying  of  his,  gave  per- 
haps Matter  and  Occafionto  Boetius  to  write  hjs 
Voluntary  Servitude.  Even  this,  but  to  fee  hinj 
pick  out  a light  Adion  in  a Man’s  Life/ or  a 
Word,  that  does  not  feem  to  be  of  any  fuch  Im- 
portance, is  it  felfa  whole  Difcourfe.  ’Tis  to  our 
Prejudice  that  Men  of  Underftanding  fho'uTcj[ 
fo  immoderately  affetft  Brevity ; no  doubt  but 
their  Reputation  is  the  better  by  it : But  in  the 
mean  time,  we  are  the  worfe.  1 Plutarch  had  ra- 
ther we  ihould  applaud  his  Judgment,  that} 
commend  his  Knowledge,  and  had  rather  leave 
us  with  an  Appetite  to  read  more,  than  glutted 
with  that  we  have  already  read.  He  knew  v(j: 
ry  well,  that  a Man  may  fay  too  much  eydr 
upon  the  belt  Subje&s,  and  that  Alexandrides  die 
juttly  reproach  him  who  made  very  elegant,  bu 
too  long  Speeches  to  th $ Ephori,  when  he  iaic 
0 Stranger  ! thou  fpeakeft  the  Things  thou  ougb'teJ{  1 
to  J peak,  but  not  after  the  manner  that  tbou  JhouldeJl, 
J peak  them . Such  as  have  lean  and  fpdre  Bodies, 
fluff  themfelves  out  with  Cloaths’;  fo  they  whf> 
are  defetftive  in  Matter,  endeavour  to  make 
amends  with  Words.  Humane  Undemanding 
p>  njarveUoufly  enlightne^  by  daily  'Cony 
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tion  with  Men,  for  we  are  otherwife  of  onr 
felves  fo  Stupid  as  to  have  our  Sight  limited  to 
the  Length  of  our  own  Nofes.  One  asking  So- 
crates of  what  Country  he  was,  he  did  not  make 
Anfwer,  Of  Athens , but,  of  the  World ; he  whole 
Imagination  is  better  levell’d,  could  carry  far- 
ther^ embrac’d  the  whole  World  fo,r  his  Coun- 
try, and  extended  his  Society  and  Friendship  to 
all  Mankind  ; not  as  we  do,  who  look  no  far- 
ther than  our  Feet.  When  the  Vines  of  our  Vil- 
lage are  nip’d  with  the  Froft,  the  PariSh  Prieft 
prefently  concludes,  that  the  Indignation  of  God 
is  gone  out  againft  all  human  Race,  and  that  the 
Cannibals  have  already  got  the  Pip.  Who  is  it, that 
feeing  the  bloody  Havock  of  thefe  Civil  Wars  of 
ours,  does  not  cry  out,  Thar  the  Machine  of 
the  World  is  near  Dissolution,  and  that  the 
Day  of  Judgment  is  at  hand  ; without  confi- 
dering,  that  many  worle  Revolutions  have  been 
feen,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time.  People  are 
very  merry  in  a thoufand  other  Parts  of  the 
Earth  for  all  this  ? For  my  part,  confidering 
the  Licenfe  and  Impunity  that  always  attend 
fuch  Commotions,  I admire  they  are  fo  mode- 
rate, and  that  there  is  no  more  Mifchief  done. 
To  him  that  feels  the  Hail-Stones  patter  about 
his  Ears,  the  whole  Hemifphere  appears  to  be 
in  Storm  and  TempeSt ; like  the  ridiculous  Sa- 
voyard, who  faid  very  gravely,  That  if  that 
Simple  King  of  France  could  have  manag’d  his 
Foitune  as  he  Should  have  done,  he  might  in 
time  have  come  to  have  been  Steward  of  the 
HouShold  to  the  Duke  his  MaSler.  The  Fellow 
could  not,  in  his  Shallow  Imagination,  conceive 
that  there  could  be  any  Thing  greater  than  a 
Duke  of  Savoy.  And  in  truth,  we  are  all  of  us 
infenfibly  in  this  Error,  an  Error  of  a very  great 
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Train,  and  very  pernicious  Confequence.  But 
whoever  fhall  reprefenc  to  his  Fancy,  as  in  a 
Pi&ure,  that  great  Image,  of  our  Mother  Na- 
ture, pourtrayed  in  her  full  Majefty  and  Lu- 
ftre,  whoever  in  her  Face  fhall  read  fo  general 
and  fo  conftanta  Variety,  whoever  fhall  obferve 
himfelf  in  that  Figure,  and  not  himfelf  but  a 
whole  Kingdom  , no  bigger  than  the  leaf! 
Touch  or  Prick  of  a Pencil,  in  Comparifon  of 
the  whole,  that  Man  alone  is  able  to  value 
Things  according  to  their  .true  Eftimate  and 
Grandeur.  , This  great  World  which  fome  do 
yet  multiply  as  feveral  Species  under  one  Genus, 
is  the  Mirror  wherein  we  are  to  behold  our 
felves,  to  be  able  to  know  our  felves  as  we 
ought  to  do.  In  fliort,  I would  have  this  to  be 
the  Book  my  young  Gentleman  Ihould  ftudy 
with  the  moft  Attention } for  fo  many  Humors* 
fo  many  Se&s,  fo  many  Judgments,  Opinions, 
Laws,  and  Cufloms,  teach  us  to  judge  a right 
of  our  own,  and  inform  our  Underftandings  to 
difcover  their  Imperfe&ion  and  natural  Infirmi- 
ty, which  is  no  trivial  Speculation.  So  many 
Mutations  of  States  and  Kingdoms,  and  fo  ma- 
ny Turns  and  Revolutions  of  publick  Fortune, 
will  make  us  wife  enough  to  make  no  great 
Wonder  of  our  own.  So  many  great  Names, 
fo  many  famous  Vi&ories  and  Conquefts  drown- 
ed and  fwallowed  in  Oblivion , render  our 
Hopes  ridiculous  of  eternizing  our  Names  by 
the  taking  of  half  a fcore  light  Horfe,  or  a 
paltry  Turret,  which  only  derives  its  Memory 
from  its  Ruine.  The  Pride  and  Arrogancy  of 
fo  many  foreign  Pomps  and  Ceremonies,  the 
tumorous  Majefty  of  fo  many  Courts  and  Gran- 
deurs, accuftom  and  fortify  our  Sight  without 
Aftonifhment  to  behold  and  endure  the  Luftre 
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of  our  own.  So  many  Millions  of  Men  buried 
before  us,  encourage  us  not  to  fear  to  go  feek 
logood  Company  in  the  other  World,  and  fo  of 
all  the  reft.  Pythagoras  waswont  to  fay.  That  our 
Life  retires  to  the  great  and  populous  Aflembly 
of  the  Olympick  Games,  wherein  fome  exercife 
the  Body,  that  they  may  carry  away  the  Glo- 
ry of  the  Prize  in  thofe  Contentions,  and  others 
carry  Merchandife  to  fell  for  Profit.  There  are 
alfo  fome  (and  thofe  none  of  the  worft  fort) 
who  purfue  no  other  Advantage  than  only  to 
look  on,  and  confider  how,  and  why  every 
thing  is  done,  and,  and  to  be  una&ive  Spectators 
of  the  Lives  of  other  Men,  thereby  the  better  to 
judge  of,  and  to  regulate  their  own  ,♦  and  in- 
deed, from  Examples,  all  the  Inftrudion  couch’d 
inPhilofophical  Difcourfes,  may  naturally  flow, 
to  which  all  humane  Actions,  as  to  their  beft 
Rule,  ought  to  be  efpecially  directed  : where  a 
Man  fhall  be  taught  to  know, 

» , 

■ JQuid fas  opt  are , quid  afper 

Utile  nummus  hahet , patria  cbarifq;  propinquis 
Quantum  elargiri  deceat3  quern  te  Deus  ejj'e 
Juflit,  & humana  qua  parte  locatus  es  in  re3 
Jguidfumus,  aut  quidnam  rvilluri  gignimur. 

What  he  may  wifh,  what’s  Money’s  natural  Ufe, 
What  to  be  liberal  is,  and  what  profufe,  (be. 
What  God  commands,  an  honeft  Man  fhould 
And  here  on  Earth,  to  know  in  what  Degree 
That  God  has  plac’d  thee,  what  we  are,  and 
He  gave  us  Being,  and  Humanity.  (why. 

What  it  is  to  know,  and  what  to  be  ignorant, 
what  ought  to  be  the  End  and  Defign  of  Study, 
what  Valour,  Temperance,  and  Juftice  are,  the 
Difference  betwixt  Ambition  and  Avarice, 
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Servitude  and  Subjection,  Licenfe  and  Liber- 
ty , by  what  Token  a Man  may  know  the 
true  and  folid  Contentation,  how  far  Death, 
Affliction,  and  Difgrace  are  to  be  apprehended. 

Et  quo  quemque  modo  fugiatq’yferatque  laborem.  virg.  j£n. 

And  which  Way  every  one  may  know  1 6‘ 

Labour  t’avoid,  or  undergo. 

By  what  fecret  Springs  we  move,  and  the  Rea- 
fon  of  our  various  Agitations  and  Irrefoluti- 
ons : For,  methinks,  the  firft  DoCtrine  with 
which  one  fhould  feafon  his  Underftanding, 
ought  to  be  that  which  regulates  his  Manners 
and  his  Senfej  that  teaches  him  to  know  him- 
felf,  and  how  both  well  to  die,  and  well  to  live. 
Amongft  the  Liberal  Sciences,  let  us  begin  with 
that  that  makes  us  free  ; not  that  they  do  not 
all  ferve  in  fome  meafure  to  the  InitruCtion 
and  Ufe  of  Life,  as  all  other  Things  in  fome 
fort  alfo  do  ,•  but  let  us  make  choice  of  that 
which  dire&ly  and  profeffedly  ferves  to  that 
End.  If  we  are  once  able  to  reftrain  the  Offi- 
ces of  humane  Life  within  their  juft  and  natu- 
ral Limits,  we  fhall  find  that  moft  of  the  Scien- 
ces in  ufe,  are  of  no  great  ufe  to  us,  and  even  in 
thofe  that  are,  that  there  are  many  very  unne- 
ceflary  Cavities  and  Dilatations  which  we  were 
better  to  let  alone,  and  following  Socrates  his 
Direction,  limit  the  Courfe  of  our  Studies  to 
thofe  Things  only  where  a true  and  real  Utility 
and  Advantage  are  to  be  cxpe&ed  and  found. 


Sapere  aude, 

Incipe  vivendi  y qui  retie  prorogat  horam3 
Rufiicus  expect  at  dum  defiuat  amnis , at  idle 
Labituty  & labetur  in  omne  volubilis  avum. 


Horat.  I.i. 
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Dare  robe  wife  ,*  begin,  who  to  their  wrong,  ' 
•The  Hour  of  living  well  defer  too  long. 

Like  ruftick  Fools,  fit  with  a patient  Eye 
Expecting  when  the  murm  ring  Brook  runs  dry, 
Whofe  Springs  can  never  fail,  till  the  laft  Fire 
Lick  up  the  Ocean,  and  the  World  expire. 

Tisa  great  Foolery  to  teach  our  Children 

Frofnt.  1.  Quid  moveant  Pifcis,  animofaque  figna  Leonis, 

4.  Meg.  1.  Lotus , & Hefperia  quid  Capricornus  aqua. 

What  Influence  Pifces  have,  o’er  what  the  Ray 
Of  angry  Leo  bears  the  greateft  Sway, 

Or  Capricornus  Province,  who  ftill  leaves 
His  threat’ning  Fore-head  in  the  Befperian 

(Waves. 

the  Knowledge  of  the  Stars,  and  the  Motion  of 
the  eighth  Sphere,  before  their  own. 

t . n : • '*  ‘I 

Tl  vrKfia.  J'iojuca.  u°i  • 

Jn.ttmn  T»  J''  etrtdoi  fiouTiu.  , ' 

QJe  17.  *’ 

How  fwift  the  feven  Sifters  Motions  are. 

Or  the  dull  Churls  how  flow,  what  need  I care. 

Anaximenes  writing  to  Pythagoras , To  what  Pur- 
pofe>  faid  he,  Jhould  I trouble  my  [elf  in  fearching  out 
the  Secrets  of  the  Stars , having  Death  or  Slavery 
continually  before  my  Eyes  ? For  the  Kings  of  Per- 
fia  were  at  that  time  preparing  to  invade  his 
Country.  Every  one  ought  to  fay  the  fame. 
Being  ajj'aulted,  as  I am,  by  Ambition , Avarice , Te- 
merity, and  Super (lition,  and  having  within  fo  many 
other  Enemies  of  Life , Jhall  I go  cudgel  my  Brains  a- 
bout  the  World's  Revolutions  ? After  having  taught 
him  what  will  make  him  more  wife  and  good, 
you  may  then  entertain  him  with  the  Elements 
of  Eogick,  Phyficfc,  Geometry,  and  Rhetorick, 
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and  the  Science  which  he  (hall  then  himfelf 
moft  incline  to,  his  Judgment  being  before- 
hand form’d  and  fit  to  choofe,  he  will  quickly 
make  his  own.  The  Way  of  inftru&ing  him 
ought  to  be  fometimes  by  Difcourfe,  and  fome- 
times  by  reading,  fometimes  his  Governour 
(hall  put  the  Author  himfelf,  which  he  fhali 
think  moft  proper  for  him,  into  his  Hands,  and 
fometimes  only  the  Marrow  and  Subftance  of 
it  j and  if  himfelf  be  not  converfant  enough  in 
Books  to  turn  to  all  the  fine  Difcourfes  the  Book 
contains,  there  may  fome  Men  of  Learning  be 
joyn’d  to  him,  that  upon  every  Occafion  mall 
fupply  him  with  what  he  defires,  and  ftands  in 
need  of,  to  recommend  to  his  Pupil.  And  who 
can  doubt, but  that  this  Way  of  teaching  is  much 
more  eafy  and  natural,  than  that  of  Gaza  ? In 
which  the  Precepts  are  fo  intricate,  and  fo 
harfh,  and  the  Words  fo  vain,  lean,  and  infig- 
nificant,  that  there  is  no  hold  to  be  taken  of 
them  ; nothing  that  quickens  and  elevates  the 
Wit  and  Fancy ; whereas,  here  the  Mind  has 
what  to  feed  upon  and  to  digeft  : This  Fruit 
therefore  is  not  only  without  Comparifon,much 
more  fair  and  beautiful ; but  will  alfo  be  much 
more  early  and  ripe  ’Tis  a thoufand  Pities  that 
Matters  Ihould  be  at  fuch  a Pafs  in  this  Age  of 
ours,  that  Philofophy,  even  with  Men  of  Un- 
derftanding,  ffiould  be  look’d  upon  as  a vain 
and  fantaftick  Name,  a ‘Thing  of  no  Ufe,  no 
Value,  either  in  Opinion  orEffetft,  of  which  I 
think  thefe  loufy  Ergotifms,  and  little  Sophi- 
ftry,by  prepoftefling  the  Avenues  unto  it, are  the 
Caufe.  And  People  are  much  to  blame  to  repre- 
fent  it  to  Children  for  a Thing  of  fo  difficult  Ac- 
cefs,  and  with  fuch  a frowning,  grim,  and  for- 
midable Afpedt ; who  has  difguis’d  it  thus  with 
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fch's  falfe,  pale,and  ghdftly  Countenance  ?.  There 
is  nothing  more  airy,  more  gay,  more  frolick, 
and  I had  like  to  have  faid,  more  wontoh.  She 
preaches  nothing  but  Feafting  and  Jollity  a 
tnelancholick  thoughtful  Look  (hews  that  fhe 
does  not  inhabit  there.  Demetrius  the  Gramma-, 
rian  finding  in  the  Temple  of  Delpbos  a Knot  of 
Philofophers  fet  chatting  together,  faid  to  them, 
pit  her  1 am  much  deceiv'd!,  or  by  your  chearful  and 
tyleafant  Countenance , you  are  ingag  din  no  very  deep 
pifccurje.  To  which  one  of  them,  Heracleon  the 
Magician  reply’d,  ’Tis  for  fuch  as  are.  puzzled 
about  enquiring  whether  the  Future  Tenfe  of 
the  V erb  be  fpelt  with,  a double  or  that 
hunt  .after  the  Derivation  of  the  Comparatives 
■ytiticv,  fiihTtov,  apd  tjie  Superlatives.  Xdeirw,  b»a- 
riroy,  to  knit  their  Brows  whillt  difcourfing  of 
their  Science  j but  as  to  Philofophical  Dif- 
'courfes,  they  always  divert  and  cheer  up  thofe 
they  entertain,  and  never  dejed  them  or  make 
them  fad. 

Jyom\  Deprendas  animi  tormenta  latentis  in  agro 
Sat.  9.  Corpore , deprepdas , & gaudia , fumit  utrnmq; 

Inde  babitum  facies. 

Th’  internal  Anguifh  of  a fick  Man’s  Mind 
Your  Eye  may  foon  difcern,  and  alfo  find 
The  Joys  of  thofe  in  better  Health  that  are, 

For  (till  the  Face  does  the  Mind’s  Livery  wear. 

\ i , v . 

The  Soul  that  entertains  Philofophy,  ought 
to  be  of  fuch  a ConUitution  of  Health,  as  to 
render  the  Body  in  like  manner  healthful  too  ; 
fhe  ought  to  make  her  Trapquility  and  Satis- 
fadion  mine,  fo  as  to  appear  without,  and  her 
Contentment  ought  to  fafhion  the  Outward  Be- 
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haviour  to  her  owh  Mould/ dnd  cbhfecfUentlyjto 
fortify  it  with  a graceful  Confidence,  an  a&ive 
Carriage,  and  with  a ferene  and  contented 
Countenance.  The  moft  manifeft  SignofWif- 
dom  is  a continual  Chearfulnefs } her  Eftate  is  cheerful 
like  that  of  Things  in  the  Regions  above  the  neft,  a 
Mooty  always  Clear  and  ferene.  ’Tis  Baracof$ p/jL 
and  Baralifton  that  render  their  Difciples  fo  dir-  1 
ty  and  ill  favour’d,  and  not  Ihe ; they  do  not  fo 
much  as  know  her,  but  by  Hear-fay.  ’Tis  fhe 
that  cairns  and  appeafes  the  Storms  and  Tem- 
pefts  of  the  Soul,  and  who  teaches  Famine  and 
Fevers  to  laugh  and  fing  ,•  and  that,  not  by  cer- 
tain imaginary  Epicycles,  but  by  natural  and 
manifeft  Reafons.  She  has  Vertue  for  her  End  $ 
which  is  nor,  as  the  School-men  fay,  fituate  up- 
on the  Sutnmity  of  a perpendicular  Rock,  and 
an  inacceffible  Precipice.  Such  as  have  ap- 
proach’d her,  find  it,  quite  contrary,  to  befeat- 
ed  in  a fair,  fruitful,  and  flourifhing  Plain,  from 
whence  fhe  eafily  difcovers  all  Things  fubjeded 
to  her ; to  which  Place  any  one  may  however 
arrive,  if  he  know  but  the  eafieft  and  theneareft 
Way  thro’  fhady,  green,and  fweetly  flourifhing 
Walks  and  Avenues,  by  a pleafant,  eafy,  and 
fmooth  Defcentjlike  that  of  the  cceleltial  Arches. 

’Tis  for  not  having  frequented  this  fupreme, 
this  beautiful,  triumphant,  and  amiable,  thise- 
qually  delicious  and  courageous  Vertue,  this  fo 
-profefs’d  and  implacable  Enemy  to  Anxiety, 
Sorrow,  Fear,  and  Conftraint,  who,  having 
Nature  for  her  Guide,  has  Fortune  and  Pleafure 
' for  her  Companions,  that  they  have  gone  ac- 
cording to  their  own  weak  Imagination,  and 
created  this  ridiculous,  this  forrowful,  querulous^ 
defpiteful,  threatning,  terrible  Image  of  it  to 
themfclves  and  others,  and  plac’d  it  upon  a foli- 
' tary 
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tary  Rock  amongft  Thorns  and  Brambles,  and 
made  of  it  a Hobgoblip  to  , fright  People  from 
daring  to  approach  it.  But  the  Governour  that 
I would  have,  that  is,  fuch  a one  as  knows  it  to 
be  his  puty  to  poffels  his  Pupil  with  as  much  or 
more  Affedion  than  Reverence  to  Vertue,  will 
be  able  to  inform  him,  that  the  Poets  have  ever- 
more accomodated  themfelves  to  the  publick 
Humour,  and  make  him  fenfible,  that  the  Gods 
have  planted  more  Toil  and  Sweat  in  the  Ave- 
nues of  the  Cabinets  of  Venus,  than  thofe  of  Mi- 
nerva, which,  when  he  fliall  once  find  him  begin 
to  apprehend,  and  fliall  reprefent  to  him  a Bra - 
damant#,  or  an  Angelica  fpr  a Miftrefs,  a natural, 
adive,  generous,  and  not  a Mankind,  but  a man- 
ly Beauty,  in  Comparifon  of  a fofc,  delicate,  ar- 
tificial fimpring,  and  affeded  Form  j the  one 
difguis’d  in  the  Habit  of  an  heroick  Youth,  with 
her  beautiful  Face  fet  out  in  a glittering  Helmet, 
the  other  crick’d  up  in  Curls  and  Ribbons  like  a 
wanton  Minx  ; he  will  then  look  upon  his  own 
Affedion  as  brave  and  Mafculine,  when  he  fliall 
choofe  quite  contrary  to  that  effeminate  Shep- 
herd of  Phrygia.  Such  a Tutor  will  make  a Pu- 
pil to  digeft  this  new  Dodrine,  that  the  Height 
and  Value  of  true  Vertue  confifts  in  the  Facili- 
ty, Utility,  and  Pleafure  of  its  Exercife  ;•  fo  far 
from  Difficulty,  that  Boys,  as  well  as  Men,  knd 
the  Innocent  as  well, as  the  Subtle,  may  make  it 
their  own  ; and  it  is  by  Order  and  good  Con- 
dud,  and  not  by  Force,  that  it  is  to  be  acquir’d. 
Socrates,  her  firft  Minion,  isfo  averfe  to.  all.man- 
ner  of  Violence,  as  totally  to  throw  it  afide,  to 
flip  into  the  more  natural  Facility  of  her  own 
Mrogrefs : ’Tis  the  Nurfing- Mother  of  all  hu- 
mane Pleafures,  who,  in  rendring  them  juft,  ren- 
ters themalfo  puie  and  permanent  j in  mode- 
rating 
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rating  them,  keeps  them  in  Breath  and  Appe- 
tite, in  interdi&ing  thofe  which  {he  her  felf  re- 
fufes,  whets  our  Defire  to  thofe  that  {he  allows • 
and,  like  a kind  and  liberal  Mother,  abundantly 
allows  all  that  Nature  requires,  even  to  Satiety, 
if  not  toLaffitude  j unleis  we  will  declaim, That  - 
the  Regiment  of  Health  which  ftops  the  Toper’s 
Hand  before  he  has  drank  himfelf  drunk,  the 
Glutton’s  before  he  hath  eaten  to  a Surfeit,  and 
the  Whore-mafter’s  Career  before  he  have  got 
the  Pox,  is  an  Enemy  to  Pleafure.  If  the  or- 
dinary Fortune  fail,  and  that  {he  meet  with  an 
indocile  Difpofition,  {he  paffes  that  Difciple  by, 
and  takes  another,  not  fo  fickle  and  unfteady  as 
the  other,  which  {he  forms  wholly  her  own. 

She  can  be  rich,  be  potent  and  wife,  and  knows 
how  to  lie  upon  foft  Down,  and  perfum’d 
Quilts  too:  She  loves  Life,  Beauty,  Glory,  and 
Health  ; but  her  proper  and  peculiar  Office  is 
to  know  regularly  how  to  make  Ufe  of  all  thefe 
good  Things,  and  how  to  part  with  them  with- 
out Concern  j an  Office  much  more  noble  than 
troublefome,  and  without  which  the  whole 
Courfe  of  Life  is  unnatural,  ttirbulent,  and  de- 
form’d ; and  there  it  is  indeed,  that  Men  may 
juftly  reprefent  thofe  Monfters  upon  Rocks  and 
Precipices.  If  this  Pupil  fhall  happen  to  be  of  fo  # 
crofs  and  contrary  a Difpofition,  that  he  had  ra- 
ther hear  a Tale  of  a Tub,  thanthetrue  Narra- 
tive of  fome  noble  Expedition,  or  fome  wife 
and  learned  Difcourfe  ; who  at  the  Beat  of 
Drum,  that  excites  the  youthful  Ardour  of  his 
Companions,  leaves  that  to  follow  another  that 
calls  to  a Morrice,  or  the  Bears,  and  who  would 
not  wi(h,  and  find  it  more  delightful,  and  more 
pleafing,  t <y  return  all  Duft  and  Sweat  victori- 
ous fitom  a Battel,  than  from  Tennis,  or  from  a 
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Ball,  with  the  Prize  of  thofe  Exercifes  $ I fee  no 
other  Remedy,  but  that  he  be  bound  Appren- 
tice in  fome  good  Town  to  learn  to  make  minc’d 
Pyes,  though  he  were  the  Son  of  a Duke,  ac- 
cording to  Plato’s  Precept,  That  Children  are 
to  be  plac’d  out,  and  difpos’d  of,  not  according 
to  the  Wealth,  Qualities,  or  Condition  of  the 
Father,  but  according  to  the  Faculties  and  the 
Capacity  of  their  own  Soul.  But  fince  Philo- 
fophy  is  that  which  inftru&s  us  to  live,  and  that 
Infancy  has  there  its  Leffons  as  well  as  other  A- 

fes,  why  is  it  not  communicated  to  Children 
etimes  ? And  why  are  they  not  more  early 
initiated  in  it  i ' 


Prf.Sat.il 


Uduw}  & ntolle  lutum  eft,  nunc , nunc  prope- 
randusy  & acri 
Fingendus  fine  fine  rota. 

(hafte. 

The  Clay  is  moift  and  foft*  now,  now  make 
And  form  the  Pitcher,  for  the  Wheel  turns  fait. 


1 . , 

They  begin  to  teach  us  to  live  when  we  have 
almoft  done  living.  A hundred  Students  have 
got  the  Pox  before  they  have  come  to  read  Art- 
fiotle’s  Lefture  of  Temperance.  Cicero  faid,  that 
though  he  fhould  live  two  Mens  Ages,  he  fhould 
never  find  Leifure  to  ftudy  the  Lyrick  Poets ; and 
I find  thefe  Sophifters  yet  more  deplorably  un- 
profitable. The  Boy  we  would  breed,  has  a 
great  deal  lefs  Time  to  fpare  $ he  owes  but  the 
firft  fifteen  or  fixteen  Years  of  his  Life  to  Difci- 
pline,  the  Remainder  is  due  to  A&ion  : Let  us 
therefore  employ  that  ftiort  Time  in  neceffary 
Inftru&ion.  Away  with  the  Logical  Subtilties, 
they  are  Abufes,  Things  by  which  our  Lives 
can  never  be  amended  ; Take  me  the  plain  Pfii- 

lofophicai 
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lofophieal  Difcourfes,  learn  firft  how  rightly  to 
ehoofe,  and  then  rightly  to  apply  them,  they 
are  more  eafy  to  be  underftood  than  one  of  Bo - 
cace  his  Novels ; a Child  from  Nurfe  is  much 
more  capable  of  them,  than  of  learning  to  read 
or  to  write.  Philofophy  has  Difcourfes  equally 
proper  for  Childhood,  as  for  the  decrepid  Age 
of  Men,-  and  I am  of  Plutarch's  mind,  that  Arifio-  Art  path's 
tie  did  not  fo  much  trouble  his  great  Difciple  with  method  of 
the  Knack  of  forming  Sollogifms,  or  with  theE- 
lements  of  Geometry,  as  with  infufinginto  him^„tJ£ 
good  Precepts  concerning  Valour,  Prowefs , Gre»t. 
Magnanimity,  Temperance,  and  the  Contempt 
of  Fear;  and  with  this  Ammunition,  fenthim 
whilft  yet  a Boy,  with  no  more  than  30000 
Foot,  4000  Horle,  and  but  42000  Crowns  to 
fubjugate  the  Empire  of  the  whole  Earth.  For 
the  other  Arts  and  Sciences,  Alexander  fays,  he 
highly  indeed  commended  their  Excellency  and 
Quaintnefs,  and  had  them  in  very  great  Ho- 
nour and  Efteem,  but  not  ravilh’d  with  them  to 
that  degree,  as  to  be  tempted  to  affed  the  Pra- 
dice  of  them  in  his  own  Perfon. 

Petite  hinc  juvenefaue,  fenefque  Perf.s*t.s. 

Finem  anirno  certum , miferiyue  vioj^ja.  cants. 

Young- Men,  and  old,  from  hence  your  felves 
befriend,  (and  end  ; 

For  both  your  Minds,  with  fome  fure  aim 
And  both  therein  againft  the  time  to  come. 

Wretched  old  Age,  get  a Viaticum. 

Epicurus , in  the  beginning  of  his  Letter  to  Me- 
niceus,  fays,  that  neither  the  youngeft  fhould 
refufe  to  Philofophize,  nor  the  eldeft  grow  wea- 
ry of  it : and  who  does  otherwife,  (eems  tacite- 

iy 


by  Google 


ly  to  imply,  that  either  the  time  of  living  hap- 
pily is  not  yet  come,  or  that  it  is  already  paft  : 
and  yet  for  all  that,  I would  not  have  this  Pu- 
pil of  ours  imprifon’d,  and  made  a Slave  to  his 
Book  ; nor  would  I have  him  given  up  to  the 
Morofity,  and  melancholick  Humour  of  a four, 
ill-natur'd  Pedant.  I would  not  have  his  Spirit 
cow’d  and  fubdu’d,  by  applying  him  to  the 
Rack,  and  tormenting  him  as  fome  do,  14  or 
if  Hours  a day,  and  fo  make  a Pack-Horfe  of 
him!  Neither  Ihould  I think  it  good,  when,  by 
reafon  of  a folitary  and  melancholick  Complexi- 
■ on,  he  is  difcover’d  to  be  much  addi&ed  to  his 
Book,  to  nourifli  that  Humour  in  him,  for  that 
renders  them  unfit  for  Civil  Convention,  and 
diverts  them  from  better  Employments.  And 
how  many  have  I feen  in  my  time  totally  bru- 
tified  by  animmoderate  Thirft  after  Knowledge? 
Carmades  was  fo  befotted  with  it,  that  he  would 
not  find  time  fo  much  as  to  cofflb  his- Head,  or 
to  pare  his  Nails ; neither  would  I have  his  ge- 
nerous Manners  fpoil’d  and  corrupted  by  the 
Incivility  and  Barbarity  of  thofe  of  another. 
The  French  Wifdom  has  anciently  been  turn’d 
into  Proverb,  Early , but  of  no  Continuance  j and 
in  truth,  we  yet  fee,  that  nothing  can  be  more 
ingenious  ana^retty  than  the  Children  of  France  j 
but  they  ordinarily  deceive  the  Hope  and  Ex- 
pectation hath  been  conceiv’d  of  them  ,•  and 
grown  up  to  be  Men,  have  nothing  extraor- 
dinary, or  worth  taking  notice  of.  I have 
heard  Men  of  good  Underftanding  fay,  thefe 
Colleges  of  ours  to  which  we  fend  our  young 
People  (and  of  which  we  have  but  too  many) 
make  them  fuch  Animals  as  they  are.  But  to 
our  little  Monfiew>  a Clofet,  a Garden,  the  Ta- 
ble, his  Bed,  Solitude  and  Company,  Morning 
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and  Evening,  all  Hours  fhall  be  the  fame,  and 
all  Places  to  him  a Study  ,•  for  Philofophy,  who, 
as  the  Formatrix  of  Judgment  and  Manners* 
fhall  be  his  principal  Lelfon,  has  that  privilege 
to  have  a hand  in  every  thing.  The  Orator  It- 
erates, being  at  a Feaft  intreated  to  fpeak  of  his 
Art,  all  the  Company  were  fatisfied  with,  and 
commended  his  Anfwer  It  is  not  now  a time , faid 
he,  to  do  what  I can  do  ; and  that  which  it  is  now 
time  to  do , I cannot  do.  For  to  make  Orations 
and  Rhetorical  Difputes  in  a Company  met  to- 
gether to  laugh  and  make  good  cheer,  had  been 
very  unfeafonable  and  improper,  and  as  much 
might  have  been  faid  of  all  the  other  Sciences  : 

But  as  to  what  concerns  Philofophy,  that  part 
of  it  at  leaft  that  treats  of  Man,  and  of  his  Of- 
fices and  Duties,  it  has  been  the  joynt  Opinion 
of  all  wife  Men,  that,  out  of  refped  to  the 
fweetnefs  of  her  Convention,  Ihe  is  ever  to  be 
admitted  in  all  Sports  and  Entertainments.  And 
VlatOy  having  invited  her  to  his  Feaft,  we  (hall 
fee  after  how  gentle  and  obliging  a manner,  ac- 
commodated both  to  Time  and  Place,  fhe  enter- 
tain’d the  Company,  though  in  a Difcourfe  of 
the  higheft  and  moft  important  Nature. 

pauper  ibus  prode/t,  locupletibus  aeque,  Horat.it. 

Et  neglefta  aque  pueris , fmibufque  nocehit.  Epijt.  r. 

‘ . I ...  , 

It  profits  poor  and  rich  alike,  but  when 
Negle&ed,  t old  and  young  as  hurtful  then. 

By  which  method  of  Inftru<ftion,  my  young 
Pupil  will  be  much  more,  and  better  employ’d 
than  thole  of  the  College  are  : but  as  the  fteps 
we  take  in  walking  to  and  fro  in  a Gallery, 
tho’  three  times  as  many,  do  not  tire  a Man  I'o 

much 
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much  as  thofe  we  employ  in  a formal  Journey, 
fo  our  Leffon,  as  it  were  accidentally  occurring, 
without  any  fet  Obligation  of  Time  or  Place, 
and  falling  naturally  into  every  Adfcion,  will  in- 
fenfibly  infinuate  if  felf.  By  which  means  our 
very  Exercifes  and  Recreatipns,  Running  , 
Wreftling,  Mufick,  Dancing,  Hunting,  Riding, 
and  Fencing,  will  prove  to  be  a good  part  of  our 
Bthivi.  Study.  I would  have  his  outward  Falhion  and 
our.  Mein,  and  the  difpofition  of  his  Limbs  form’d 
at  the  fame  time  with  his  Mind.  ’Tis  not  a 
Soul,  ’tis  not  a Body  that  wg  are  training  up, 
but  a Man,  and  we  ought  not  to  divide  him : 
And,  as  Plato  fays,  we  are  not  to  falhion  one 
without  the  other,  but  make  them  draw  toge- 
ther like  two  Horfes  harnefs’d  to  a Coach.  By 
which  Saying  of  his,  does  he  not  feem  to  allow 
Exercifes.  more  time  for,  and  to  take  more  care  of  Exer- 
cifes for  the  Body,  and  to  believe  that  the  Mind 
in  a good  Proportion  does  her  Bufinefs  at  the 
fame  time  too  ? As  to  the  reft,  this  Method  of 
Education  ought  to  be  carried  on  with  a fevere 
Severity  fweetnefs  quite  contrary  to  the  Practice  of  our 
an  Pedants,  who,  inftead  of  tempting  and  alluring 
tionu*"  Children  to  Letters  by  apt  and  gentle  ways,  do 
in  truth  prefent  nothing  before  them  but  Rods 
and  Ferula’s,  Horror  and  Cruelty.  Away  with 
this  Violence  ! away  with  this  Companion ! than 
which,  I certainly  believe  nothing  more  dulls 
and  degenerates  a well-defcended  Nature.  If 
you  would  have  him  apprehend  lhame  and  cha- 
flifement,  do  not  harden  him  to  them.  Inure 
him  to  Heat  and  Cold,  to  Wind  and  Sun,  and 
to  Dangers  that  he  ought  to  defpife.  Wean  him 
from  all  effeminacy,  and  delicacy  in  Cloaths 
and  Lodging,  Eating  and  Drinking  ; accuftonj 
him  to  every  thing,  that  he  may  not  be  a Sir 
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Farts,  a Carpet-Knight,  but  a finewy,  hardy* 
and  vigorous  young  Man.  I have  ever  from  a 
Child,  to  the  Age  wherein  I now  am,  been  of 
this  Opinion,  and  am  ftill  conftant  to  it.  But 
amongft  other  things,  the  flri#  Government  of 
moft  of  our  Colleges  has  evermore  difpleas’d 
me,  and  peradventure  they  might  have  err’d 
Ids  pernicioufly  on  the  indulgent  fide.  'Tis 
the  true  Houfe  of  Corre&ion  of  Imprifon’d 
Youth.  They  are  taught  to  be  debauch’d,  by 
being  punilh’d  before  they  are  fo.  Do  but  come 
in  when  they  are  about  their  Lefifon,  and  you 
ihall  hear  nothing  but  the  out-cries  of  Boys 
under  Execution,  with  the  thundring  noife  of 
their  Pedagogues,  drunk  with  Fury,  to  make  up 
the  Confort.  A very  pretty  way  this  1 to  tempc 
thefe  tender  and  timerous  Souls  to  love  their 
Book,  with  a furious  Countenance,  and  a Rod 
in  hand  .'  A curfed  and  pernicious  way  of  Pro- 
ceeding ! Befides  what  Quintilian  has  very  well 
obferv’d,  that  this  infolent  Authority  is  often 
attended  by  very  dangerous  Confequences , 
and  particularly  our  way  of  Chaftifing.  How 
much  more  decent  would  it  be  to  fee  their  Claf-  * 
fes  ftrew’d  with  green  Leaves  and  fine  Flowers, 
than  with  the  bloody  Stumps  of  Birch  and  Wil- 
lows? Were  it  left  to  my  ordering,  I Ihould 
paint  the  School  with  the  Pictures  of  Joy  and 
Gladnefs  ,*  Flora , and  the  Graces,  as  the  Philo- 
pher  Speuftppus  did  his;  that  where  their  Profit 
is,  they  might  there  have  their  Pleafure  too. 
Such  Viands  as  are  proper  and  wholfom  for 
Children,  Ihould  be  feaion’d  with  Sugar,  and 
fuch  as  are  dangerous  to  them,  with  Gall. 

A Man  Ihould  admire  to  fee  how  follicitousP/*- 
to  is  in  his  Laws  concerning  the  Gayety  and 
Diverfion  of  the  Youth  of  his  City,  and  how 
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much  he  enlarges  himfelf  upon  their  Races, 
Sports,  Songs,  Leaps,  and  Dances : of  which, 
he  fays,  that  Antiquity  has  given  the  ordering 
and  Patronage  particularly  to  Apollo,  Minerva, 
and  the  Mufes.  He  infifts  long  upon,  and  is 
very  particular  in  giving  innumerable  Precepts 
for  Exercifes ; but  as  to  the  Lettered  Sciences, 
fays  very  little,  and  only  leems  particularly  to 
recommend  Poefie  upon  the  account  of  Mufick. 
All  Singularity  in  our  Manners  and  Conditions, 
is  by  all  means  to  be  avoided  asinconfiltent  with 
Civil  Society.  Who  would  not  be  aftonifh’d  at 
fo  ftrange  a Conftitution  as  that  of  Demopbon , 
Steward  to  Alexander  the  Great,  who  fweat  in 
the  Shade,  and  fhiver’d  in  the  Sun  ? I have  feen 
thofe  who  have  run  from  the  fmell  of  a mellow 
Apple  with  greater  Precipitation,  than  from  a 
Harquebuze  Shot  ,*  others  run  away  from  a 
Moufe ; others  vomit  at  the  fight  of  Cream ; 
others  ready  to  fwoon  at  the  fight  of  a Cat, 
as  Germanic/*,  who  could  neither  endure  the 
Sight  nor  the  Crowing  of  a Cock.  I will  not 
deny , but  that  there  may  peradventure  be 
' feme  occult  Caufe  and  natural  Averfion  in  thefe 
Cafes,*  but  certainly  a Man  might  conquer  it,  if 
he  took  it  in  time.  Precept  has  in  this  wrought 
fo  effectually  upon  me,  though  not  without 
fome  Endeavour  on  my  part,  lconfefs,  that  Beer 
excepted,  my  Appetite  accommodates  it  felf 
indifferently  to  all  forts  of  Diet.  Young  Bodies 
are  fupple,  one  fhould  therefore  in  that  Age 
bend  and  ply  them  to  all  Falhions  and  Cuftoms:' 
and  provided  a Man  can  contain  the  Appetite 
and  the  Will  within  their  due  limits,  let  a Young- 
man,  a Gods  Name,  l?e  rendred  fit  for  all  Nati- 
ons and  all  Companies,  even  to  Debauchery 
«nd  Excefs  if  occafion  be  $ that  is,  where  he 
• fhall 
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lhall  do  it  out  of  Complacency  to  the  Cuftoms 
of  the  Place.  Let  him  be  able  to  do  every  thing, 
but  love  to  do  nothing  but  what  is  good.  The 
Philofophers  themfelves  do  not  juftify  CaUifthc- 
nes  for  forfeiting  the  Favour  of  his  Matter  A- 
lexander  the  Great,  by  refilling  to  pledge  him  a 
Cup  of  Wine.  Let  him  laugh,  play  and  drink 
with  his  Prince : nay,  I would  have  him,  even 
in  his  Debauches,  too  hard  for  the  reft  of  the 
Company,  and  to  excel  his  Companions  in  Abi- 
lity and  Vigour,  and  that  he  may  not  give  over 
doing  it,  either  thorough  Defeat  of  Power  or 
Knowledge  how  to  do  it,  but  for  want  of  Will. 

Multum  inter  eft,  uxrum  peccare  quit  nolit , aut  nefci-  Smect, 
at ; There  is  a vaft  Difference  betwixt  forbear-  Epiji.  60. 
ing  to  fin,  and  not  knowing  how  to  fin.  I 
' thought  I paft  a Complement  upon  a Lord,  as 
' free  from  thofe  ExcefTes  as  any  Man  whatever 
in  France , by  asking  him  before  a great  deal*  of 
very  good  Company,  how  many  times  in  his 
Life  he  had  been  drunk  in  Germany , in  the  time 
of  his  being  there  about  his  Majefty’s  Affairs  ; 
which  he  alfo  took  as  it  was  intended,  and  made 
Anfwer,  Three  times  ,•  and  withal,  told  us  the 
whole  Story  of  his  Debauches.  1 know  fome, 
who  for  want  of  this  Faculty,  have  found  a 
great  Inconvenience  by  it  in  negotiating  with 
that  Nation.  I have  often  with  great  Admirati- 
on reflected  upon  the  wonderful  Conftitution  of 
Alcibiades , who  fo  eafily  could  transform  him- 
felf  to  fo  various  Falhions  without  any  Prejudice 
to  his  Health  ,•  one  while  out- doing  the  Terfi- 
an  Pomp  and  Luxury,  and  another,  the  Lacede- 
monian Aufterity  and  Frugality,  as  reform’d  in 
Sparta,  as  voluptuous  in  Ionia. 

Otrrnu  Arijlippum  decuit  color,  & flatus,  & res. 
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v *"  *•'<  ■ ••  ,'t 

All  Shapes  and  Colours  you  can  Name 

Arijtippus  well  became.  _ • : . _ . , 

1 ’ h • , • ♦ ..  .».*  . . T 

r*  ' . • » . 

I would  have  my  Pupil  to  be  fuch  a one, 

■ \ i ' i,}  '?i : j • * . 

Id  ttid.  Jguem  duplici  panno  patientia  velat,  c_  ) 

Mirabor  vita  via  fi  converfa  decebit,  ! ! ■ 

Terfonamque  feret  non  inconcinnus  utramque. 

Whom  Patience  in  patch’d  Cloaths  does  mean- 
ly lhade. 

Where  a new  Fortune  a new  Suit  has  made, 

I lhall  admire  if  gracefully  he  can 

Th’  old  Beggar  hide  in  the  new  Gentleman. 

/ 

t __  ! * ' + t » ( 

Thefe  are  my  LefTons,  and  he  who  puts  them 
in  Practice  lhall  reap  more  Advantage,  than  he 
who  has  had  them  read  to  him  only,  and  only 
knows  them.  If  you  fee  him,  you  hear  him  : 
if  you  hear  him,  you  fee  him.  -God  forbid, 
fays  one  in  Plato , that  to  Philofophize  were  only 
to  read  a great  many  Books,  and  to  learn  the 
CiV.r«/f.4.  Arts.  Hanc  amplijfimam  omnium  artium  bene  vi- 
vendi  difciplinam,  vita  maps  quam  Uteris  perfequuti 
funt.  They  have  more  llluftrated  and  improv’d 
this  Difcipline  of  living  well,  which  of  all  Arts 
is  the  greateft,  by  their  Lives,  than  by  their 
Reading.  Leo , Prince  of  the  Phliafians , asking 
Heraclides  Tonticus  of  what  Art  or  Science  be 
made  Profeffion;  I know,  faid  he,  neither  Art 
nor  Science,  but  I am  a Philofopher.  One  re- 
proaching Diogenes , that  being  ignorant , he 
fhould  pretend  to  Philofophy ; I therefore,  an- 
fwer  d he,  pretend  to  it  with  fo  much  the  more 
reafon.  Hegefias  intreated  that  he  would  read  a 
certain  Book  to  him  ; you  are  pleaf^nt,  faid  he, 
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youchoofe  thofe  Figs  that  are  true  and  natural, 
and  not  thofe  that  are  painted ; why  do  you 
not  alfochoofe  Exercifes  which  are  naturally 
true,  rather  than  thofe  written  and  prefcrib’d  ? 

A Man  cannot  fo  foon  get  his  Leffon  by  Heart, 
as  he  may  pra&ice  it : he  will  repeat  it  in  his 
A&ions.  We  (hall  difcover  if  there  be  Prudence 
in  his  Exercifes,  if  there  be  Sincerity  and  Ju- 
ftice  in  his  Deportments,  if  there  be  Grace  and 
Judgment  in  his  Speaking,  if  there  be  conftan- 
cy  in  his  Sicknefs,  if  there  be  Modefty  in  his 
Mirth,  Temperance  in  his  Pleafures,  Order  in 
his  Oeconomy,  and  Indifferency  in  his  Palate, 
whether  what  he  eats  or  drinks  be  Fle/h  or  Fifh, 

Wine  or  Water.  Jgui  difciplinam  Juam  non  often- ck.  Ibid, 
tationem  fcienti a3  fed  legem  vita  putet , quique  ob- 
temperet  ipfe  fibt,  & decretis  par  eat  ; who  confiders 
his  own  Difcipline,  not  as  a vain  Oftentation  of 
Science,  but  as  a Law  and  Rule  of  Life;  and 
who  obeys  his  own  Decrees,  and  obferves  that 
Regiment  he  has  prefcrib’d  to  himfelf.  The 
Condu&  of  our  Lives  is  the  true  mirror  of  our 
Dodrine.  Zeupidamus3  to  one  who  ask’d  him. 

Why  the  Lacedamoniam  did  not  commit  their 
Conftitutions  of  Chivalry  to  Writing,  and  deli- 
ver them  to  their  Young-Men  to  read,  made 
Anfwer,  That  it  was  becaufe  they  would  in- 
ure them  to  A&ion,  and  not  amufe  them  with 
Words : with  fuch  a one,  after  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  Years  Study,  compare  one  of  our  College 
Latinifts,  who  has  thrown  away  fo  much  time 
in  nothing  but  learning  to  fpeak.  The  World 
is  nothing  but  Babble ; and  I hardly  ever  yet 
faw  that  Man  who  did  not  rather  prate  too 
much,  than  fpeak  too  little;  and  yet  half  of  our 
Age  is  embezled  this  way.  We  are  kept  four  or 
five  Years  to  learn  Words  only,  and  to  tack 
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them  together  into  Glaufes ; as  many  more  to 
make  Exercifes  ; and  to  divide  a continued  Dif- 
courfe  intoi'o  many  Parts ; and  other  five  Years  at 
leal!  to  learn  fucoindHy  to  mix  and  interweave 
them  after  a fubtle  and  intricate  manner.  Let 
us  leave  it  to  the  Learned  Profeffors.  Going 
one  Day  to  Orleans , I met  in  the  Plain  on  this 
fide  Cltry,  two  Pedants  travelling  towards  Bour- 
dtaux,  about  fifty  Paces  difiant  from  one  ano- 
ther, and  a good  way  further  behind  them,  I 
difcovered  a Troop  of  Horfe,  with  a Gentle- 
man at  the  Head  of  them,  which  was  the  late 
Monfuur  le  Compte  de  la  Rochefoucaut ; one  of  my 
People  enquir’d  of  the  foremoft  of  thefe  Demi- 
nes, who  that  Gentleman  was  that  came  after 
him,  who  having  not  feen  the  Train  that  fol- 
lowed after,  and  I thinking  he  meant  his  Cotn- 
A pJesfant  pamon,  pleafantly  anfwer’d,  He  is  not  a Gentle - 
AnfWerof  man,  Sir,  he  is  a Grammarian,  and  I am  a Logician. 
a Pedant.  jqow  we  who  quite  contrary,  do  not  here  pre- 
tend to  breed  a Grammarian,  or  a Logician,  but 
a compleat  Gentleman,  let  us  leave  them  to  ' 
throw  away  their  Time  at  their  own  Fancy  : 
our  Bufinefs  lies  elfe-wbere.  Let  but  our  Pupil 
be  well  furnilh’d  with  Things,  Words  will  fol- 
low but  toofaft ; he  will  pull  them  after  him  if 
they  do  not  voluntarily  follow.  I have  obferv’d 
fome  to  make  Excufes,  that  they  cannot  ex- 
prefs  thcmfelves,  and  pretend  to  have  their  Fan- 
cies full  of  a great  many  very  fine  things,  which 
yet,  for  want  of  Elocution,  they  cannot  utter  j 
a meer  Shift,  and  nothing  elfe.  Will  you  know 
what  I think  of  it  ? I think  they  are  nothing 
but  fhadows  of  fome  imperfe#  Images  and  Con- 
ceptions that  they  know  not  what  to  make  of 
within,  nor  confequently  bring  them  out : they 
do  not  yet  themfelves  underitand  what  they 
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would  be  at,  and  if  you  but  obferve  how  they 
haggle,  and  Hammer  upon  the  point  of  Partu- 
rition, you  will  foon  conclude,  that  their  La- 
bour is  not  to  Delivery,  but  about  Conception, 
and  that  they  are  but  licking  their  formlels  Em- 
bryo. For  my  part,  I hold,  and  Socrates  is  fO- 
fitive  in  it,  That  whoever  has  in  his  Mind  a 
fpritely  and  clear  Imagination,  he  will  exprefs 
it  well  enough  in  one  kind  or  another,  and  tho 
he  were  Dumb,  by  Signs. 

Verbaque  pravifam  rtm  non  invita  fequentur. 

When  once  a thing  conceiv’d  is  in  the  Wit, 

Words  foon  prefent  themfelves  to  utter  it. 

And  as  another  as  poetically  fays  in  Profe, 
cum  Res  Animum  occupawre,  Verba  arnbiunt.  When  'No- 
things are  once  form’d  in  the  Fancy,  Words 
offer  themfelves  in  mufter : and  this  other,  ipfx  Cicero  de 
res  Verba  raviunt.  The  things  themfelves  force 3- 
Words  to  exprefs  them.  He  knows  nothing  of 
Ablative,  Conjunaive,  Subftantive,  or  Gram- 
mar, no  more  than  his  Lacquey,  or  a Fim-wife 
of  the  Petit-Font ; and  yet  thefe  will  give  you 
a Belly  full  of  talk,  if  you  will  hear  them,  and 
peradventure  (hall trip  as  little  in  their  Language, 
as  the  beft  Mailers  of  Art  in  France.  He  knows 
no  Rhetorick,  nor  how  in  a Preface  to  bribe  the 
Benevolence  of  the  Courteous  Reader ; neither 
does  he  care,  nor  is  it  very  neceffary  he  Ihould 
know  it.  Indeed  all  this  Decoration  of  Pain- 
ting is  eafily  obfcur’d  and  put  down  by  the 
Luftre  of  a Ample  and  blunt  Truth  ; thefe  fine 
Flourifhes  ferve  only  to  amufe  the  Vulgar,  of 
themfelves  incapable  of  more  lohd  and  nututive 
Diet,  as  Afer  does  very  evidently  demonftrate 
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in  Tacitus.  The  Ambafiadors  of  Samos,  prepar’d 
with  a long  Elegant  Oration,  came  to  Cleomenes 
King  of  Sparta , to  incite  him  to  a War  againft 
the  Tyrant  Polycratts,  who  after  he  had  heard 
their  Harangue  with  great  Gravity  and  Patience, 
gdve  them  this  ffidrt  Anfwer;  As  to  the  Exordi- 
um, I remember  it  not,  nor  conlequently  the 
middle  of  your  Speech,  but  for  what  concerns 
your  Conclufion,  I will  not  do  what  you  defire  * 
A very  pretty  Anfwer  this,  methinks,  and  a pack 
of  Learned  Orators  no  doubt  moll  fweetly  con- 
founded. And  what  did  this  other  fay  ? The 
Athenians  were  to  choofe  one  of  two  Archite&s 
for  a Surveyor  to  a very  great  Building  they  had 
defign’d,  of  which,  the  firft,  a pert  affe&ed  Fel- 
low, offer’d  his  Service  in  a long  premeditated 
Difcourfe  upon  the  Subje&,  and  by  his  Oratory 
inclin’d  the  Voices  of  the  People  in  his  Favour  $ 
but  the  other  in  three  Words,  Lords  of  Athens , 
All  that  this  Man  bath  [aid,  1 will  do.  When  Ci- 
cero was  in  the  height  and  heat  of  his  Eloquence, 
many  were  ftruck  with  Admiration  ; bur  Cato 
did  only  laugh  at  it,  faying,  We  have  a pleafant 
* Kidicu ■ * Conful.  Let  it  go  before,  or  come  after,  a 
him  Couj'u.  good  Sentence,  or  a thing  well  laid,  is  always 
in  Seafon,  if  it  neither  fuit  well  with  what  went 
before,  nor  has  any  very  good  Coherence  with 
what  follows  after,  it  is  however  good  in  it  felf. 
I am  none  of  thofe  who  think  that  good  Rhyme 
makes  a good  Poem.  Let  him  make  Ihort  long, 
and  long  Ihort  if  it  will,  ’tis  no  great  matter 
if  there  be  Invention,  and  that  the  Wit  and 
Judgment  have  well  perform’d  their  Offices,  I 
Vvill  fay  here’s  a good  Poet,  but  an  ill  Rhymer. 

! ••  • » ' ■ - ' • 

Hor.  fer.  Emuntta  naris,  dttrus  compouere  verfus. 

tib.jac.  4,  ' ' - - l-  •::  > 

His 
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His  Fancy’s  rich,  his  Senfe  is  clear 
In  Verfe,  though  he  has  no  good  Ear. 

Let  a Man,  fays  Horace , diveft  his  work  of  all 
Ornaments  and  Meafure.  1 

Tempera  certa,  modofque,  & quod  prius  ordine  ver- 

bum  efiy 

Tofierius  faciat,  praponens  ultima  primis , 

Jnvenias  etiam  disjeffi  membra  Poet  a;  : 

Let  Tenfe,  and  Mood,  and  Words  be  all  mif-  * 
plac’d, 

Thofe  laft:  that  fhould  be  firft,  thofe  firft  the  laft, 

Tho’  all  things  be  thus  /huffled  out  of  Frame, 

You’ll  yet  a Poem  find  in  * Anagram.  * Accord- 

ing to  that 

He  will  never  the  more  forfeit  his  Praife,  for  of  Doftor 
that  the  very  Pieces  will  be  fine  by  themfelves. tf™p*uTs 
Menanders  Anfwer  had  this  meaning,  who  be- 
ing reprov’d  by  a Friend,  the  time  drawing  on 
at  which  he  had  precifely  promis’d  a Comedy 
that  he  had  not  yet  fall’n  in  Hand  with  it,  it  is 
made,  and  ready,  faid  he,  all  to  the  Verfes. 

Having  contriv’d  the  Subjed,  and  difpos’d  the 
Scenes  in  his  Fancy,  he  took  little  care  for  the 
reft.  Since  Ronfard  and  du  Bellay  have  given 
Reputation  to  our  French  Poefy,  every  little 
Dabler,  for  ought  I fee,  fwells  his  Words  as  high, 
and  makes  his  Cadences  very  near  as  harmoni- 
ous as  they.  Plus  fonat,  quam  valet ; There  were  Seneca, 
never  fo  many  Poetafters  as  now,  but  though  4°- 
they  find  it  no  hard  matter  to  Rhime  as  mufi- 
cally  as  they,  they  yet  fall  infinitely  Ihort  of 
imitating  the  brave  Defcriptions  of  the  one,  and 
the  curious  Invention  of  the  other.  But  what 
will  become  of  our  young  Gentleman,  if  he  be 
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attack’d  with  the  Sophiftick  Subtilty  of  fome 
Syllogifm  ? A Weflpbalia  Ham  makes  a Man 
drink,  drink  quenches  Thirft:  ,•  therefore  a Weft- 
phalia  Ham  quenches  Thirft.  Why  let  him  laugh 
at  it,  and  it  will  be  more  Difcretion  to  do  fo, 
than  to  go  about  to  anfwer  it,  or  let  him  bor- 
row this  pleafant  Evafion  from  Ariftippus,  Why 
fhould  I trouble  my  felf  to  untye  that,  which, 
bound  as  it  is,  gives  me  fo  much  trouble  ? One 
offering.at  this  cliale&ick  Jugling  againft  Cle- 
. antbes,  Chrpfippus  took  him  fhort,  faying,  Re- 
. ’ ferve  thefe  Baubles  to  play  with  Children,  and 
do  not  by  fuch  Fooleries,  divert  the  ferious 
Thoughts  of  a Man  of  Years.  If  thefe  ridicu- 
^“7  . lous  Subtilties,  contorta,  & acute  at  a Sophifmata , as 
44  L Cicero  calls  them,  are  defign’d  to  poffefs  him 
with  an  Untruth,  they  are  then  dangerous,  but 
if  they  fignifie  no  more  than  only  to  make  him 
laugh,  Ido  not  fee  why  they  fbould  be  fo  confi- 
derable,  that  a Man  need  to  be  fortified  againft 
them.  There  are  fome  fo  ridiculous,  as  to  go 
a Mile  out  of  their  way  to  hook  in  a fine  Word  : 
/ 8.  Aut  qui  non  verba  rebus  aptant , fed  res  arcejjunt , qui~ 
bus  verba  convtniant  $ who  do  not  fit  Words  to  the 
Subjetly  but  feek  out  for  things  quite  front  the  Tur- 
pofe , to  fit  thrfe  Words  they  are  fo  enamour'd  of.  And 
Stn.Ep  ^.  as  another  fays,  Jpui  alieujus  vtrbi  decore  placintis 
vocentur  ad  id,  quod  non  propofuerant  fcribere  ; Who 
by  their  fondnejs  of  fome  fine  founding  Wo  -d,  are 
tempted  to  Jomethmg  they  had  no  Intention  to  treat  of. 
I for  my  part  rather  bring  in  a fine  Sentence  by 
Head  and  Shoulders  to  fit  my  Purpofe,  than  di- 
vert my  Defigns  to  hunt  after  a Sentence.  On 
the  contrary,  words  are  to  ferve,  and  to  follow 
a M an’s  Purpofe ; and  let  Gafcon  come  in  play 
where  French  will  not  do.  I would  have  things 
fo  exceed,  and  wholly  poffefs  the  Imagination 
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of  him  that  hears,  that  he  ihould  have  Some- 
thing elfe  to  do,  than  to  think  of  Words.  The 
way  of  fpeaking  that  I love,  is  natural  and  plain, 
as  well  in  Writing  as  Speaking,  and  a finewy  and 
fignificant  way  of  expreffing  a Man’s  felf,  fhort 
and  pithy,  and  not  lo  elegant  and  artificial  as 
prompt  and  vehement,  - 

H*e(  detnum  fapitt  ditlio,  ante  feriet.  Lu' 

(bear/'"- 

Moft  Weight  and  Wifdom  does  that  Language 
Does  pierce  and  captivate  the  Hearers  Ear. 

Rather  hard  than  harlh,  free  from  AfFedation  ; 
irregular,  incontiguous,  and  bold,  where  every 
Piece  makes  up  an  entire  Body ; not  like  a Pe- 
dant, a Preacher,  or  a Pleader,  but  rather  a Sol- 
dier-like  Stile,  as  Suetmins  calls  that  of  Julius 
Cafari  a&d  Yet  F fee  no  reafon  why  he  ihould 
call  it  fo.  I have  never  yet  been  apt  to  imitate 
the  negligent  Garb,  which  is  yet  obfervable  a- 
mong  the  Young-men  of  our  time,  to  wear  my 
Cloak  on  one  Shoulder,  my  Bonnet  on  one 
fide,  and  one  Stocking  in  fomething  more  Dis- 
order than  the  other,  which  feems  to  exprefs  a 
kind  of  manly  Difdain  of  thofe  exotick  Orna- , 
ments,  and  a contempt  of  Art ; but  I find  that 
Negligence  of  much  better  ufe  in  the  form  of 
Speaking.  All  Affe&ation,  particularly  in  the  Affefhti- 
Frencb  Gayety  and  Freedom,  is  ungraceful  in  a on  unbe- 
Courtier,  and  in  a Monarchy  every  Gentleman  coming  a 
ought  to  be  falhion’d  according  to  the  Court Cou,tlcr* 
Model ; for  which  reafon,  an  eafy  and  natural 
Negligence  does  well.  I no  more  like  a Web 
where  the  Knots  and  Seams  are  to  be  Seen,  than 
a fine  Proportion,  fo  delicate,  that  a Man  may 
tell  all  the  Bones  and  Veins.  Qua  veritati  ope- 
rant 
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Seneca,  ram  Hat  or  at  to,  incompofta  /it,  & /implex.  Jgheis  1 
Epifl.+o.  accurate.  loquitur,  nifi  qui  <vult  putide  loqui  ? 'Let  the 
Language  that  is  dedicated  to  Truth  be  plain  andun-' 
affetted.  For  who  fiudies  to  / peak  quaintly  and  ac- 
curately, that  does  not  at  the  fame  time  defign  to  per- 
plex bis  Auditory  ? That  Eloquence  prejudices  the 
Subjed  it  would  advance,  that  wholly  attra&s 
us  to  it  felf.  And  as  in  our  outward  Habit,  ’tis 
a ridiculous  Effeminacy  to  diftinguifh  ourfelves 
by  a particular  and  unpra&is’d  Garb  or  Falhi- 
on,*  fo  iri  Language,  to'ftudy  new  Phrafes, 
and  to  affetff  Words  that  are  not  of-  currant  ufe, 
proceeds  from  a Childilh  and  Scholaftick  Ambi- 
tion. 5.  Shall  I be  bound  td  fpeak  no  other  Lan- 
guage than  what  is  fpoken  in  the  Courts  of  Pa- 
ris ? Atifiopbanes  the  Grammarian  was  a little 
out,  when  he  reprehended  Epicurus  for  this  plain 
way  of  delivering  himfelf,  tne  End  and  Defign 
of  his  Oratory  being  only  Perfplcuity  of  Speech, 
and  to  be  underftood.  The  Imitation  of  Words 
by  its  own  Facility,  immediately  difperfes  it 
felf  thorough  a whole  People  t-btit  the  imitati- 
on of  inventing,  and  fitly  applying  tftofe  Words, 
is  of  a flower  Progtels.  The  Generality  of 
Readers,  for  having  found  a like  Robey  very 
miftakingly  imagine  they  have  the  fame  Body 
and  infide  too,  whereas  Foyrce  and  Senews  are 
never. to  be  borrowed,  thedjlofs  and  outward 
f > Ornament,  that  is.  Words- and  Elocution,  may. 

. M oft  of  thole  I converfe  with,  fpeak  the  fame 
* ’ ’ Language  l here  write ; but  whether  they  think 
the  lame  Thoughts  I cannot  fay.  The  Atheni- 
ans ( fays  Plate)  are  obferv’d  to  ftudy  length  and 
elegancy  of  “Speaking  ; the  Lacedemonians  to  af- 
fett  Breyity ; and  thofe  of  Creet  to  aim  more  at 
the  Fecundity  of  Conception  than  the  Fertility 
of  Speech:  and  thefe  are  the  beft.  Zentn  us’d 

to 
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to  fay,  that  he  had  two  forts  of  Difciples,  one 
that  he  call'd  */iwa iy*t,  curious  to  learn  things, 
and  thefe  were  his  Favourites ; the  other,  ^of'*** 
that  cared  for  nothing  but  Words : not  that  fine 
Speaking  is  not  a very  good  and  commendable 
Quality } but  not  fo  excellent  and  fo  neceffary 
as  fome  would  make  it ; and  I am  fcandaliz’d 
that  our  whole  Life  ihould  be  fpent  in  nothing 
elfe.  I would  firft  underftand  my  own  Lan^ 
guage,  and  that  of  my  Neighbours  with  whom 
moft  of  my  Bufinefs  and  Converfation  lies.  No 
doubt  but  Greek  and  Latin  are  very  great  Orna- 
, ments,  and  of  very  great  ufe,  but  we  buy  them 
too  dear:  I will  here  difeover  one  way,  which 
alfo  has  been  experimented  in  my  own  Perfon, 
by  which  they  are  to  be  had  better  cheap,  and 
fuch  may  make  ufe  of  it  as  will.  My  Father 
having  made  the  moft  precife  Enquiry  that  any 
N^an  could  poflikly  make  amongft  Men  of  the 
greateft  Learning  and  Judgment,  of  an  exa<ft 
method  of  Education,  was  by  them  caution’d 
of  the  Inconvenience  then  in  ufe,  and  made  to 
believe,  that  the  tedious  time  we  applyed  to  the 
learning  of  the  Tongues  of  them  who  had  them 
Tor  nothing,  was  the  foie  caufe  we  could  not 
arrive  to  that  Grandeur  of  Soul,  and  Perfe&i- 
on  of  Knowledge  with  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans : I do  not  however  believe  that  to  be  the 
only  Caufe  : but  the  Expedient  my  Father 
found  out  for  this,  was,  that  in  my  Infancy,  and 
before  I began  to  fpeak,  he  committed  me  to 
i the  care  of  a Germany  who  fince  died  a famous  The  Au- 
Phyfician  in  France , totally  ignorant  of  our  Lan-thar’s  E- 
guage,  but  very  fluent,  and  a great  Critick  in  duration. 
Latin.  This  Man,  whom  he  had  fetch’d  out  of 
his  own  Country,  and  whom  he  entertained 
with  a very  great  Salary  for  this  only  end,  had 
. me 
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me  continually  in  his  Arms : to  whom  there 
werealfo  joyn’d  two  others  of  the  fame  Nation, 
but  of  inferiour  Learning  to  attend  me,and  fome- 
times  to  relieve  him  ; who  all  of  them  enter- 
tain’d me  with  no  other  Language  but  Latin. 
As  to  the  reft  of  his  Family,  it  was  an  inviola- 
ble Rule,  that  neither  Himfelf,  nor  my  Mo- 
ther, Man,  nor  Maid,  fhould  fpeak  anything 
in  my  Company,  but  fuch  Latin  Words  as  every 
one  had  learnt  only  to  gabble  with  me.  Itisnot 
to  be  imagin’d  how  great  an  Advantage  this 
prov’d  to  the  whole  Family  • my  Father  and  my 
Mother,  by  this  means  learning  Latin  enough  to 
underftand  it  perfeaiy  well,  and  to  fpeak  it  to 
fuch  a Degree,  as  was  fufficient  for  any  neceffa- 
ry  Ufe  ; as  alfo  thole  of  the  Servants  did,  who 
were  moft  frequent  with  me.;  To  be  lhorr,  we 
did  Latin  it  at  fuch  a rate,  that  it  overflowed  to  all 
the  neighbouring  Villages,  where  there  yet  re- 
main, that  have  eftablilh’d  chemfelves  by  Cuftom, 
feveral  Latin  Appellations  of  Artizans,  and  their 
Tools.  As  for  what  concerns  my  felf,  I was  a - 
bove  fix  Years  of  Age  before  I underftoed  either 
French  or  PerigorJin,  any  more  than  Arabick , and 
without  Art,  Book,  Grammar,  or  Precept,  Whip- 
ping,  or  the  Expence  of  a Tear,  had  by  that 
Time  learn ’d  to  fpeak  as  pure  Latin  as  my  Ma- 
tter himfelf.  If  (for  Example)  they  were  to 
give  me  a Theam  after  the  College  Falhion,they 
gave  it  to  others  in  French , but  tome,  they  were 
of  neceffity  to  give  it  in  the  worlt  Latin,  to 
turn  it  into  that  which  was  pure  and  good  ,*  and 
Nicholas  Grouchi , who  writ  a Book  de  Comitiis 


Romanorum ; William  Guirentes , who  has  writ  a 
Comment  upon  Arifiatle  ; George  Bucanan,  that 
great  Scotch  Poet,  and  Marcus  Antonias  Murctus 
(whom  both  France  and  Italy  have  acknowledg’d 
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for  the  bed  Orator  of  his  Time)  my  domeftick 
Tutors, have  all  of  them  often  told  me,  that  I had 
in  my  Infancy  that  Language  fo  very  fluent  and 
ready,  that  they  were  afraid  to  enter  into  Di£ 
courfe  with  me  ,•  and  particularly  Bucanatt, whom 
I fince  faw  attending  the  late  Marefchal  dt  Brijfac , 
then  told  me,  that  he  was  about  to  write  a Trea- 
tife  of  Education,  the  Example  of  which,  he 
intended  to  take  from  mine,  for  he  was  then 
Tutor  to  that  Count  dt  BriJJ'acy  who  afterwards 
prov’d  fo  valiant  and  fo  brave  a Gentleman.  As 
to  Greek , of  which  I have  but  a very  little  Smat- 
tering, my  Father  alfo  defign’d  to  have  it  taught 
me  by  a Trick  ,*  but  a new  one,  and  by  way  of 
Sport  $ tolling  our  Declenfions  to  and  fro,  after 
the  manner  of  thofe,  who  by  certain  Games,  at 
Tables,  and  Chefs,  learn  Geometry  and  Arith- 
metick : For  he,  atnongft  other  Rules,  had  been 
advis'd  to  make  me  relifti  Science  and  Duty  by 
an  unforc’d  Will,  and  of  my  own  voluntary  Mo- 
tion, and  to  educate  my  Soul  in  all  Liberty 
and  Delight,  without  any  Severity  or  Con- 
ftraint.  Which  alfo  he  was  an  Obferver  of  to 
fuch  a Degree  even  of  Superftition,  if  I may 
fay  fo,  that  fome  being  of  Opinion,  it  did 
trouble  and  diflurb  the  Brains  of  Children  fud- 
denly  to  wake  them  in  the  Morning,  and  to 
fnatch  them  violently  and  over  haftily  from 
Sleep  (wherein  they  are  much  more  profoundly 
envolv’d  than  we)  he  only  caus’d  me  to  be 
wak’d  by  the  Sound  of  fome  mufical  Inftru- 
ment,  and  was  never  unprovided  of  a Mufici- 
an  for  that  purpofe ; by  which  Example  you 
may  judge  of  the  reft,  this  alone  being  fuffici- 
ent  to  recommend  both  the  Prudence  and  the 
AfFeftion  of  fo  good  a Father  ; who  therefore 
is  not  to  be  blam’d  if  he  did  not  reap  the  Fruits 
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anfwerable  to  fo  exquifite  a Culture ; of  which, 
two  things  were  the  Caufe  : Firft,  a fteril  and 
improper  Soil : for  tho’  I was  of  a ftrong  and 
healthful  Conftitution,  and  of  a Difpofition  to- 
lerably fweet  and  tradable ; yet  I was  withal  fo 
heavy,  idle,  and  indifpos’d,  that  they  could  not 
rouze  me  from  this  Stupidity  to  any  Exercife  of 
Recreation,  nor  get  me  out  to  play.  What  I 
faw,  I faw  clearly  enough,  and  under  this  lazy 
Complexion,  nourilh’d  a bold  Imagination,  and 
Opinions  above  my  Age.  I had  a flothful  Wit, 
that  would  go  no  fafter  than  it  was  led,  a flow 
Underftanding,  a languilhing  Invention,  and 
after  all,  incredible  Defed  of  Memory,  fo  that 
it  is  no  wonder,  if  from  all  thefe  nothing  confi- 
derable  can  be  extraded.  Secondly,  (like  thofe, 
who,  impatient  of  a long  and  fteady  Cure,  fub- 
mit  to  all  forts  of  Prefcriptions  and  Receipts) 
the  good  Man  being  extreamly  timorous  of  any 
way  failing  in  a Thing  he  had  fo  wholly  fet  his 
Heart  upon,  fuffer’d  himfelf  at  laft  to  be  over- 
rul’d by  the  common  Opinion,  and  complying 
with  the  Method  of  the  Time,  having  no  more 
thofe  Perfons  he  had  brought  out  of  Italy , and 
who  had  given  him  the  firft  Model  of  Educa- 
tion, about  him,  he  fentme  at  fix  Years  of  Age 
to  the  College  of  Guienne , at  that  time  the  beft, 
and  molt  flourilhing  in  France.  And  there  it 
was  not  poflible  to  add  any  Thing  to  the  Care 
he  had  to  provide  me  the  moft  able  Tutors,  with 
all  other  Circumftances  of  Education,  referving 
alfo  feveral  particular  Rules  contrary  to  the  Col- 
lege Pradice  ; but  fo  it  was,  that  with  all  thefe 
Precautions,  it  was  a College  ftill.  My  Latin 
immediately  grew  corrupt,  of  which  alfo  by 
Difcountenance  I have  fince  loft  all  manner  of 
Ufe : fo  that  this  new  way  of  Inftitution  ferv’d 
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me  to  no  other  End,  than  only  at  my  firft 
coming  to  prefer  me  to  the  firft  Forms : for  at 
thirteen  Years  old,  that  I came  out  of  the  Col- 
lege, I had  run  through  my  whole  Courfe,  (as 
they  call  it)  and  in  truth,  without  any  manner 
of  Improvement,  that  I can  honeftly  brag  of, 
in  all  this  Time.  The  firft  Thing  that  gave  me 
any  Tafte  of  Books,  was  the  Pleafure  I rook  in 
reading  the  Fables  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofes, 
and  with  them  I was  fo  taken,  that  being  buc 
feven  or  eight  Years  old,  I would  fteal  from  all 
other  Divertifements  to  read  them,  both  by  Rea- 
fon  that  this  was  my  own  natural  Language,  the 
eafieft  Book  that  I was  acquainted  with,  and  for 
the  Subject,  the  moft  accommodated  to  the  Ca- 
pacity of  my  Age  : for  as  for  Lancelot  du  Lake , 

Amadts  de  Gaule,  Huon  of  Bourdeaux , and  fuch 
Trumpery,  which  Children  are  moft  delighted 
with,  I had  never  fomuch  as  heard  their  Names, 
no  more  than  I yet  know  what  they  contain  ; 
fo  exad  was  the  Difcipline  wherein  I was 
brought  up.  But  this  was  enough  to  make  me 
negled  the  other  Leflbns  were  prefcrib’d  me  ,• 
and  here  it  was  infinitely  to  my  Advantage,  to 
have  to  do  with  an  underftanding  Tutor,  who 
very  well  knew  difcreetly  to  connive  at  this 
and  other  Truantries  of  the  fame  Nature  ; for 
by  this  means,  I ran  through  Virgil’s  eAEneids, 

Terence , Plautus , and  fome  Italian  Comedies,  al- 
lur’d by  the  Softnefs  and  Pleafure  of  the  Sub- 
ject ,*  whereas,  had  he  been  fo  foolifh  as  to  have 
tsiken  me  off  this  Diverfion,  I do  really  believe, 

I had  brought  nothing  away  from  the  College 
but  a Hatred  of  Books,  as  almoft  all  our  young 
Gentlemen  do  : But  he  carried  himfelf  very  dil- 
creetly  in  that  Bufinefs,  feeming  to  take  no  No- 
tice, and  allowing  me  only  fuch  Time  as  I 
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could  fteal  from  my  other  regular,  and  yet  mo- 
derate Studies,  which  whetted  my  Appetite  to 
devour  thofe  Books  I was  naturally  fo  much  in 
Love  with  before.  For  the  chief  Things  my 
Father  expe&ed  from  their  Endeavour  to  whom 
he  had  deliver’d  me  for  Education,  was  Affabi- 
lity of  Manners,  and  good  Humour;  and,  to 
fay  the  Truth,mine  had  no  other  Vice  but  Sloth 
and  want  of  Mettle.  There  was  no  Fear  that 
I would  do  ill,  but  that  I would  do  nothing 
no  Body  fufpeded  that  I would  be  wicked,  but 
ufelefs ; they  forefaw  an  Idlenefs,  but  no  Ma- 
lice in  my  Nature  ; and  I find  it  falls  out  ac- 
cordingly. The  Complaints  I hear  of  my  felf 
are  thefe.  He  is  idle,  cold  in  the  Offices  of 
Friendfhip  and  Relation,  and  remifs  in  thofe 
of  the  Publick ; he  is  too  particular,  he  is  too 
proud : But  the  moft  Injurious  do  not  fay.  Why 
has  he  taken  fuch  a Thing  ? Why  has  he  not 
paid  fuch  a one  ? But  why  does  he  part  with 
nothing  ? "Why  does  he  not  give  ? And  I fbould 
take  it  for  a Favour  that  Men  would  exped; 
from  me  no  greater  Effe&s  of  Supererrogation, 
than  thefe.  But  they  are  unjuft  to  exa<ft  from 
me  what  I do  not  owe  ; and  in  condemning  me 
to  it,  they  efface  the  Gratification  of  the  A<ft, 
and  deprive  me  of  the  Gratitude  that  would  be 
due  to  me  upon  fpch  a Bounty  ; whereas  the 
atftive  Benefit  ought  to  be  of  fo  much  the  great- 
er Value  from  my  Hands,  by  how  much  1 am 
not  paflive  that  way  at  all.  I can  the  more  free- ' 
ly  dilpofe  of  my  Fortune,  the  more  it  is  mine, 
and  of  my  felf,  the  more  I am  my  own,  Ne- 
veithelefs,  if  I were  good  atfetting  out  my  own. 
Actions,  I could  peradventure  very  well  repel 
thefe  Reproaches,  and  could  give  fome  to  un- 
derftar-d,  that  they  are  not  fo  much  offended, 
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that  I do  not  enough,  as  that  I am  able  to  do 
a great  deal  more  than  I do.  Yet  for  all  this 
heavy  Difpofition  of  mine,  my  Mind,  when  re- 
tir’d into  it  felf,  was  not  altogether  idle,  nor 
wholly  depriv’d  of  folid  Inquifition,  nor  of  cer- 
tain and  infallible  Refults  about  thofe  Objects 
it  could  comprehend,  and  could  alfo  without 
any  Helps  digeft  them ; but  amongft  other 
Things,  I do  really  believe,  it  had  been  totally 
impoflible  to  have  made  it  to  fubmit  by  Vio- 
lence and  Force.  Shall  I here  acquaint  you 
with  one  Faculty  of  my  Youth  ? I had  great 
Boldnefs  and  Affurance  of  Countenance,  and  to 
that  a Flexibility  of  Voice  and  Gefture  to  any 
Part  I undertook  to  a <ft, 

i 

Alter  ab  undecimo  turn  me  %>ix  ceperat  annus.  y;rg.  Bu- 

til.  8. 

For  the  next  Year  to  my  eleventh  had 

Me  but  a very  few  Days  older  made. 

When  I play’d  thechiefeft  Parts  in  the  Latin  Tra- 
gedies of  Buchanan,  Guerente , and  Muretus,  that 
were  prefented  in  our  College  of  Guienne , with 
very  great  Applaufe  ; wherein  Andreas  Goveanus , 
our  Principal,  as  in  all  other  Parts  of  his  Un- 
dertaking, was,  without  Comparifon,  the  belt 
of  that  Employment  in  France  -,  and  I was  look’d 
upon  as  one  of  the  chief  A&ors.  ’Tis  an  Ex- 
ercife  that  I do  not  difapprove  in  young  Peo- 
ple of  Condition,  and  have  fince  feen  our  Prin- 
ces, by  the  Example  of  the  Ancients,  in  Per- 
fon  handfomly  and  commendably  perform  thefe 
Exercifes,*  and  it  was  moreover  allow’d  to  Per- 
fons  of  the  greateft  Quality  to  profefs,  and  make 
a Trade  of  it  in  Greece.  Arijtoni  Tragico  atlor't  ^ j ^ 
rem  a per  it : huic  & genus,  & fcrtuna  honejla  erant : 25. 
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nec  Art,  quia  nihil  tale  apud  Gracot  pudori . eft  ea 
dcformabat.  \ He  imparted  this  Affair  to  Arifto  tbe 
Tragedian,  a Man  of  a good  Family  and  Fortune, 

. which  nevertheless,  did  neither  of  them  receive  any 
Blcmijb  by  that  Profeffion  ; nothing  oj  that  kind  being 
reputed  a Difparagemcnt  in  Greece.  Nay,  I have 
always  tax’d  chofe  with  Impertinence,  who  con- 
demn thefe  Entertainments,  and  with  lnjuftice 
thofe  who  refufe  to  admit  fuch  Comedians  as 
are  worth  feeing  into  the  good  Towns,  and 
grudge  the  People  that  publick  Diverfion.  Well- 
go  vern’d  Corporations  take  care  to  affemble 
their  Citizens,  not  only  to  the  folemn  Duties  of 
Devotion,  but  alfo  to  Sports  and  Spe&acles. 
They  find  Society  and  Friend fhip  augmented  by 
it ; and  befides,  can  there  poffibly  be  allow’d  a 
more  orderly  and  regular  Diverfion,  than  what, 
is  perform’d  in  the  Sight  of  every  one,  and  ve- 
ry often  in  the  Prefence  of  the  fupream  Magi- 
grate  himfelf  ? And  I,  for  my  part,  fiiould 
think  it  reafonable,  that  the  Prince  Ihould  fome- 
times  gratify  his  People  at  his  own  Expence  ; 
and  that  in  great  and  populous  Cities  there 
might  be  Theatres  ere&ed  for  fuch  Entertain- 
ments, if  but  to  divert  them  from  worfe  and 
more  private  Actions.  But,  to  return  to  my 
Subjedt,  there  is  nothing  like  alluring  the  Ap- 
petite and  Affe&ion,  otherwife  you  make  no- 
thing but  fo  many  AlTes  loaden  with  Books,  and 
by  Venue  of  the  Lafh,  give  them  their  Pocket- 
full  of  Learning  to  keep  j whereas,  to  do  well, 
you  fhould  not  only  lodge  it  with  them,  but 
make  them  to  efpoufe  it. 


CHAP. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  2 6.  Of  meafuring  Truth  and  Error. 


247 


CHAP.  XXVI. 

That  it  is  Folly  to  meaftre  Truth  and  Error  by 
our  own  Capacity. 

TIs  not  perhaps  without  Reafon , that  we  at- 
tribute Facility  of  Belief,  and  Eafinefs  of 
Perfuafion  to  Simplicity  and  Ignorance,  and  I 
have  heard  the  Belief  compar’d  to  thelmpreflion 
of  a Seal  (tamp’d  upon  the  Soul,  which,  by  how 
much  fofter  and  of  le(s  Refiftance  it  is,  is  the 
more  eafy  to  be  impos’d  upon.  XJt  neceffe  efi  lan - 
ctm  in  libra  pondaibus  impcfitis,  de  primis  (ic  ari.mum 
perfpicuis  cedere  j as  the  Scale  of  the  Ballance  muflgive 
"way  to  the  Weight  that  prtfjes  it  dovm , fo  the  Mind 
mufi  ofN-ceJJity  yield  to  Demonjlration  : And  by  how 
much  the  Soul  is  more  empty,  and  without 
Counterpoife,  with  fo  much  greater  Facility  it 
dips  under  the  Weight  of  the  firft  Perfwafion. 
And  this  is  the  Reafon  that  Children,  the  com- 
mon People,  Women,  and  lick  Folks,  are  mod 
apt  to  be  led  by  the  Ears.  But  then,  on  the  o- 
ther  fide,  ’tis  a very  great  Prefumption,  to  flight 
and  condemn  all  Things  for  falfe  that  do  not 
appear  to  us  likely  to  be  true  ; which  is  the  or- 
dinary Vice  of  fuch  as  fancy  themfelves  wifer 
than  their  Neighbours.  I was  my  felf  once  one 
of  thofe } and  if  I heard  talk  of  dead  Folks 
walking,  of  Prophecies,  Enchantments,  Witch- 
crafts, or  any  other  Story,  I had  no  mind  to 
believe, 

Somnia , terrores  magicot , miracula,  fagas , 
No&urnos  letnures , * portentaque  Thejfala. 

S 3 > Dreams, 
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Dreams,  Magick  Terrors,  Wonders,  Sorceries, 
Hob- goblins,  or  TbeJJ'alian  Prodigies. 


I prefently  pitied  the  poor  People  that  were 
abas’d  by  thefe  Follies,*  whereas  I now  find, 
that  I my  felf  was  to  be  pitied  as  much  at  leaft 
> as  they  ^ not  that  Experience  has  taught  me  a- 
ny  Thing  to  convince  my  former  Opinion,  tho’ 
my  Curiofity  has  endeavoured  that  Way  ; but 
Reafon  has  inftrudted  me,  that  thus  refolutely  to 
condemn  any  Thing  for  falfe  and  impoffible, 
is  arrogantly  and  impioufly  to  circumfcribe  and 
limit  the  Will  of  God,  and  the  Power  of  Na- 
ture, within  the  Bounds  of  my  own  Capacity, 
than  which  no  Folly  can  be  greater.  If  we 
give  the  Names  of  Monfter  and  Miracle  to  eve- 
ry  Tiling  our  Reafon  cannot  comprehend,  how 
many  are  continually  prefented  before  our  Eyes  ? 
Let  us  bpt  confider  thro’  what  Clouds,  and  as  it 
were  groping  in  the  Dark,  our  Teachers  lead  us 
to  the  Knowledge  of  mod  of  the  Things  we 
apply  our  Studies  to,  and  we  fhall  find  that  it 
is  rather  Cuftom  than  Knowledge  that  takes  a- 
way  the  Wonder,  and  renders  them  eafy  and 
familiar  to  us. 


Lucra  l 2 nemo  cejfus  faturufyue  videndi, 

Sujpicere  in  Cceli  digvatur  lucida  Templa. 


Already  glutted  with  the  Sight,  now  none 
Heaven’s  lucid  Temples  deigns  to  look  upon. 

. I 

And  that  if  thofe  Things  were  now  newly  pre- 
fented to  us,  we  fhould  think  them  as  ftrange  and 
incredible,  if  not  more  than  any  others. 

M Hid-  Si  nunc  primum  mortalibus  adfint 

Ex 
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Ex  improvifo,  feu  fint  object  a repent  e, 

Nil  magis  his  rebus  poterat  mirabile  did, 

Aut  minus  ante  quod  aud.rent  fore  credere  gentet. 

- • > 

Where  things  are  fuddenly,  and  by  Surprize 
Juft  nowobje<fted  new  to  mortal  Eyes, 

At  nothing  could  they  be  aftonifh’d  more. 

Nor  lefs  than  what  they  fo  admir’d  before. 

He  that  had  never  feen  a River,  imagin’d  the 
firft  he  met  with  to  be  the  Sea,  and  the  great- 
eft  Things  that  have  fallen  within  our  Know- 
ledge, we  conclude  the  Extreams  that  Nature 
makes  of  the  kind. 

Scilicet  dr  fl twists  qui  non  eft  maximus,  ei  eft  Id.  ibid. 

Jjhsi  non  anti  aliquem  majorem  vidit  dr  ingens  j 
Arbor,  homoq • videtur,  & omnia  de  genere  omni 
Maxim e qua  vidit  quifque , hac  ingentia  fingit. 

\ 

A little  River  unto  him  does  feem, 

That  bigger  never  faw,  a mighty  Stream  : 

A Tree,  a Man  j any  Thing  feems  to  his  View 
O’th’  kind  the  greateft,  that  ne’er  greater  knew. 

Confuetudine  Oculorum,  affut feunt  animi , neqtte  admi-  C;ccr0  je 
rantur , non  tie  requirunt  ■ rationes  earum  rerum,  quas  hat.  Dor. 
femper  vident.  Things  grow  familiar  to  Mens  Mindset-  -• 
by  being  often  feen  fo  that  they  neither  admire,  ncr 
are  inquifttive  into  Things  they  daily  fee.  The  No- 
velty, rather  than  the  Greatnels  of  Things, 
tempts  us  to  enquire  into  their  Caufes.  But 
we  are  to  judge  with  more  Reverence,  and 
with  greater  Acknowledgment  of  our  own  Ig- 
norance and  Infirmity  of  this  infinite  Power  of 
Nature.  How  many  unlikely  Things  are  there 
teftified  by  People  of  very  good  Repute,  which 
if  we  cannot  perfuade  our  felves  abfolutely  to 
believe,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  leave  them  in  Suf- 

' ,S  4 pence  ,< 
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pence  ? For,  to  conclude  them  impoffible,  is  by 
a temerarious  Preemption  to  pretend  to  know 
the  utmoft  Bounds  of  Poffibility.  Did  we  right- 
ly underhand  the  Difference  betwixt  impoffible, 
betwixt  extraordinary,  and  what  is  contrary  to 
the  common  Opinion  of  Men,  in  believing 
rafhly,  and  on  the  other  fide,  in  being  not  too 
incredulous,  we  fhould  then  obferve  the  Rule  of 
Ne  quid  nimisj  enjoyn’d  by  Cbilo.  When  we  find 
in  Vroijfqrd.  that  the  Count  de  Foix  knew  in  Bearn 
the  Defeat  of  John  King  of  Cnflilc,  at  Juherotb , 
the  next  Day  after,  and  the  Means  by  which  he 
tells  us  he  came  to  do  fo,  we  may  be  allow’d  to 
be  a little  merry  at  it,  as  alfo  at  what  our  An- 
nals report,  that  Pope  Honorius,  the  fame  Day 
that  King  Philip  Augvjlus  died  at  Mant per- 

formed his  pubiick  Obfequiesat  Rome , and  com- 
manded the  like  throughout  all  Italy  ; the  Te- 
fiimony  of  thefe  Authors  not  being  perhaps  of 
Authority  enough  to  reftrain  us.  But  what  if 
Plutarch,  befides  feveral  Examples  that  he  pro- 
duces our  of  Antiquity,  tells  us,  he  is  aflur’d 
by  certain  Knowledge,  that  in  the  Time  of 
Pomitian,  the  JSiews  of  the  Battel  lolt  by  Anto- 
nias in  Germany,  was  pubiifh’d  at  Rome , many 
Days  Journey  from  thence, and  difpers'd  through- 
out the  whole  World,  the  fame  Day  it  was 
fought  : ar.d  if  Ceefar  was  of  Opinion,  that  it 
has  often  happened,  that  the  Report  has  pre- 
ceded the  Accident ; (hall  we  not  fay,  that 
thefe  fimple  People  have  fuffer’d  themfelves  to 
be  deceiv’d  with  the  V ulgar,  for  not  having  been 
fo  clear  fi  hted  as  we  ? Is  there  any  Thing  more 
delicate,  more  clear,  more  fpritely  than  Pliny  s 
Judgment,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  let  it  to  work  ? 
Any  Thing  more  remote  from  Vanity  ? Set- 
ting afide  his  Learning,  of  which  I make  lefs 
account,  in  which  of  thefe  do  any  of  us  excel! 

him? 
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him  ? And  vet  there  is  fcarce  a Puifne  Sophifter 
that  does  not  convince  him  of  Untruth,  and 
that  pretends  not  to  inftru#  him  in  the  Progrefs 
of  the  Works  of  Nature  : When  we  read  in 
Boucbet  the  Miracles  of  St.  Hilary's  Relicks,*  a- 
way  with  it,  his  Authority  is  not  fufficient  to 
bear  us  the  Liberty  of  contradiding  him:  but 
generally  to  condemn  all  fuch  like  Stories, feems 
to  me  an  Impudence  of  the  worft  Chara&er. 

The  Great  St.  Auguftine  profeffes  himfelf  to 
have  feen  a blind  Child  recover  Sight  upon  the 
Relick  of  St.  Gervafe,  and  St.  Protafius  at  Milan, 
a Woman  at  Carthage  cur’d  of  a Cancer,  by  the 
Sign  of  the  Crofs  made  upon  her  by  a Woman 
newly  baptiz’d.  Hefperius,  a familiar  Friend  of 
his,  to  have  driven  away  the  Spirits  that  . haunted 
his  Houfe,  with  a little  Earth  of  the  Sepulchre 
of  our  Lord  ; which  Earth  being  alfo  tranfport- 
ed  thence  into  ths  Church,  a Paralytick  to  have 
there  been  fuddenly  cur’d  by  it.  A Woman  in 
Proceflion,  having  touch’d  St.  Stephens  Shrine 
with  a Nofegay,  and  after  rubbing  her  Eyes 
with  it,  to  have  recover’d  her  Sight  loft  many 
Years  before  ; with  feveral  other  Miracles,-  of 
which  he  profeffes  himfelf  to  have  been  an  Eye- 
Witnefs.  Of  what  fhall  we  accufe  him  and  the 
two  holy  Bilhops,  Aurelius  and  Maximinus , both 
which  he  attefts  to  the  Truth  of  thefe  things  ? 

Shall  it  be  of  Ignorance,  Simplicity,  and  Fa- 
cility ; or  of  Malice  and  Impofture  ? Is  any 
Man  now  living  fo  impudent,  as  to  think  him- 
felf comparable  to  them,  either  in  Virtue , Piety , 

Learning , Judgment,  or  any  kind  of  Perfection  ? J$ui  , 
ut  Rationem  nullatn  afferent , ipfa  Authoritate  me  fran-  \ ‘ 

gerent.  Who,  though  they  jhould  give  me  no  Reafon 
for  what  they  affirm , would  yet  convince  me  with 
their  Authority , ’Tis  a Prefumption  of  great  Dan- 
ger 
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ger  and  Confequence,  befides  the  abfurd  Te- 
merity it  draws  after  it,  to  contemn  what  we  do 
not  comprehend.  For  after  that,  according  t6 
your  fine  Underftanding,  you  have  eftablilh’d 
the  Limits  of  Truth  and  Error,  and  that  after- 
wards there  appears  a Neceflity  upon  you  of  be- 
lieving ftranger  things  than  thofe  you  have  con- 
tradi&ed,  you  are  already  oblig’d  to  quit  your 
hold, and  to  acquiefce.  That  which  feems  to  me 
fo  much  to  diforder  our  Confciences  in  the  Com- 
motions we  are  now  in  concerning  Religion, 
is  the  Catholicks  difpenfing  fo  much  with  their 
Belief;  they  fancy  they  appear  moderate  and 
wife,  when  they  grant  to  the  Huguenots  fome  of 
the  Articles  in  Queftion ; but  befides  that,  they 
do  notdifcern  what  Advantage  it  is  to  thole  with 
whom  we  contend,  to  begin  to  give  Ground, 
and  to  retire,  and  how  much  this  animates  our 
Enemy  to  follow  his  Blow:  thefe  Articles  which 
they  infift  upon  as  things  indifferent,  are  fome- 
times  of  very  great  Importance,  and  dangerous 
Confequence.  -We  are  either  wholly  and  ab- 
folutely  to  fubmir  our  felves  to  the  Authority  of 
our  Ecelefiaftical  Polity,  or  totally  throw  off  all 
Obedience  to  it.  ’Tis  not  for  us  to  determine 
what  and  how  much  Obedience  we  owe  to  it, 
and  this  lean  fay,  as  having  my  felf  made  Tri- 
al of  it,  that  having  formerly  taken  the  Liber- 
ty of  my  own  Swing  and  Fancy,  and  omitted 
or  negledled  certain  Rules  of  the  Difcipline  of 
our  Church,  which  feem’d  to  me  vain,  and  of 
no  Foundation  : coming  afterwards  to  difeourfe 
it  with  learned  Men,  I have  found  thofe  very 
things  to  be  built  upon  very  good  and  folid 
Ground,,  and  ftrong  Foundation  ; and  that  no- 
thing but  Brutality  and  Ignorance  make  us  re- 
ceive them  with  Ids  Reverence  than  the  reft : 
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Why  do  we  not  confider  what  Contradictions 
we  find  in  our  own  Judgments,  how  many 
things  were  Yefterday  Articles  of  our  Faith, that 
to  Day  appear  no  other  than  Fables  ? Glory 
and  Curiofity  are  the  Scourges  of  the  Soul ; of 
which,  the  laft  prompts  us  to  thruft  our  Nofes 
into  every  thing,  and  the  other  forbids  us  to 
leave  any  thing  doubtful  and  undecided. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

Of  Friendfhip. 

HAving  confidered  the  Fancy  of  a Painter 
I have  that  ferves  me,  I had  a mind  to 
imitate  his  way,-  For  he  choofes  the  faireft 
Place,  and  Middle  of  any  Wall,  or  Pannel  of 
Wainfcote,  wherein  to  draw  a Pi&ure  which  he 
finishes  with  his  utmoft  Care  and  Art,  and  the 
Vacuity  about  it  he  fills  with  Grote/que ; which 
are  odd  fantaftick  Figures,  without  any  Grace, 
but  what  they  derive  from  their  Variety,  and 
- the  Extravagancy  of  their  Shapes.  And  in 
Truth,  what  are  thefe  Things  I fcribble,  other 
than  Grotefaues , and  monftrous  Bodies,  made  of 
diflenting  Parts,  without  any  certain  Figure,  or 
anyjother  than  accidental  Order,  Coherence,  or 
Proportion  ? 

Dejinit  in  pifcem  mulitr  formofa  fupernc.  War.  de 

jfrtt  Pts- 

That  a fair  Woman’s  Face  above  doth  fhow  ; 

But  in  a Fifh’s  Tail  doth  end  below. 

In  the  fecond  Part  I go  Hand  in  Hand  with 
jpy  Painter,  but  fall  very  Ihort  of  him  in  the  firft, 
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and  the  better,  my  Power  of  handling  not  be- 
ing fuch,  that  I dare  to  offer  at  a brave  Piece, 
finely  painted,  and  fet  off  according  to  Art.  I 
have  therefore  thought  fit  to  borrow  one  of  E(ti- 
enno  ele  Boitic , and  fuch  a one  asfhall.honour  and 
adorn  all  the  reft  of  my  Work,  namely,  a Dif- 
COUrfe  that  he  called,  7 he  Voluntary  Servitude,  a 
Piece  writ  in  his  younger  Years,  by  way  of  Ef- 
fav,  in  Honour  of  Liberty  againft  Tyrants,and 
which  has  fince  run  through  the  Hands  of  feve- 
ral  Men  of  great  Learning  and  Judgment,  not 
without  finguiar,  and  merited  Commendation, 
for  it  is  finely  writ,  and  as  full  as  any  Thing 
can  poffibly  be  : -Though  a Man  may  confident- 
ly fay,  it  is  far  fhort  of  what  he  was  able  to  do  ; 
and  tf  in  that  more  mature  Age,  wherein  I had 
the  Happinefs  to  know  him,  he  had  taken  a De- 
fign  like  this  of  mine,  to  commit  his  Thoughts 
to  writing,  we  fhould  have  feen  a great  many 
rare  Things,  and  fuch  as  would  have  gone  ve- 
ry near  to  have  rivall’d  the  beft  Writings  of  An- 
tiquity: For  in  natural  Parts  efpecially,  I know 
no  Man  comparable  to  him.  But  he  has  left  no- 
thing behind  him,  fave  this  Treatife  only,  (and 
that  tot)  by  chance,  for  I believe  he  never  faw 
it  after  it  firft  went  out  of  his  Hands,)  andfome 
O.Tervations  upon  that  Edict  of  January , made 
famous  by  our  Civil  Wars,  which  alfo  (hall  elfe- 
where  peradventure  find  a Place.  Thefe  were 
all!  could  recover  of  his  Remains ; I,  to  whom, 
with  fo  affe&jonate  a Remembrance,  upon  his 
Death-bed,  he  by  his  laft  Will  bequeath’d  his 
Library  and  Papers,  the  little  Book  of  his  Works 
only  excepted,  which  I committed  to  the  Prefs. 
And  this  particular  Obligation  I have  to  this 
Treatife  of  his,  that  it  was  the  Occafion  of  my 
firft  coming  acquainted  with  him  j for  it  was 
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ffiew’d  to  me  long  before  I had  the  good  For- 
tune to  know  him,  and  gave  me  the  firft  Know- 
ledge of  his  Name  ,•  proving  fo  the  firft  Caufe 
and  Foundation  of  a Friendffiip,  which  we  af- 
terward improv’d,  and  maintain’d,  fo  long  as 
God  was  pleas’d  to  continue  us  together,  fo  pcr- 
fed,  inviolate,  and  entire,  that  certainly  the 
like  is  hardly  to  be  found  in  Story,  and  amongft 
the  Men  of  this  Age,  there  is  no  Sign  nor  Trace 
of  any  fuch  Thing  in  Ufe ; fo  much  Concur- 
rence is  requir’d  to  the  Building  of  fuch  a one, 
that  ’tis  much  if  Fortune  bring  it  but  once  to 
pafs  in  three  Ages.  There  is  nothing  to  which 
Nature  feems  lo  much  to  have  enclin’d  us  as  to 
Society ; and  Arifiotle  fays,  that  the  good  Ltgif- 
laton  had  more  Refpecfc  to  Friend  (hip,  than  to 
Juftice.  Now  the  moft  fupream  Point  of  its 
Perfection  is  this : for  generally  all  thofe  that 
Pleafure,  Profit,  Publick  or  Private  Intereft, 
create  and  nourifh,  are  fo  much  the  lefs  Gene-  fluP|What. 
rous,  and  fo  much  the  lefs  Friendffiips,  by  how 
much  they  mix  another  Caufe,  and  Defign,  than 
limple,  and  pure  Friend/hip  it  felf.  Neither  do 
the  four  ancient  Kinds,  Natural,  Sociable,  Ho- 
fpitable  and  Venerean,  either  feparately,  or 
jointly,  make  up  a true  and  perfect  Friendfhip. 

That  of  Children  to  Parents  is  rather  Refped : 
Friendlhip  being  nourilh’d  by  Communication, 
which  cannot,  by  Reafon  of  the  great  Difpari- 
ty  be  betwixt  them  ,■  but  would  rather  perhaps 
violate  the  Duties  of  Nature  ,•  for  neither  are 
all  the  fecret  Thoughts  of  Fathers  fit  to  be  com- 
municated to  Children,  ltffF*it  beget  an  inde- 
cent Familiarity  betwixt  them  ; neither  can  the 
Advices  and  Reproofs,  which  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Offices  of  Friendfhip,  be  properly  per- 
• form’d  by  the  Son  to  the  Father.  There  are 
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fome  Countries,  where  ’tis  the  Cuftom  for  Chil- 
• dren,  to  kill  their  Fathers;  and  others,  where 
the  Fathers  kill’d  their  Children,  to  avoid  being 
fometimesan  Impediment  to  one  another  in  their 
Defigns ; and  moreover,  the  Expectation  of  the 
one,  does  naturally  depend  upon  the  Ruirie  of 
the  other.  There  have  been  great  Philofophers 
who  have  made  nothing  of  this  Tie  of  Nature  ; 
as  Ariftiflus  for  one,  who  being  preft  home  a- 
bout  the  AffeCtion  he  ow’d  to  his  Children,  as 
being  come  out  of  him,  prefently  fell  to  fpit, 
faying,  that  that  alfo  came  out  of  him,  and  that 
he  did  alfo  breed  Worms,  and  Lice  ; and  that 
other,  that  Plutarch  endeavoured  to  reconcile  to 
his  Brother,  I make  never  the  more  Account  of 
him,  faid  he,  for  coming  out  of  the  fame  Hole. 
This  Name  of  Brother,  does  indeed  carry  with 
it  an  amicable  and  affe&ionate  Sound,  and  for 
that  Reafon,  he  and  I call’d  Brothers : but  the 
Complication  of  Intereft,  the  Divifion  of  fi- 
liates, and  that  the  raifing  of  the  one,  fhould  be 
the  undoing  of  the  other,  does  ftrangely  unnerve 
and  flacken  this  fraternal]  Tie : And  Brothers 
purfuing  their  Fortune  and  Advancement  by  the 
fame  Path,  ’tis  hardly  poffible,  but  they  muft 
of  neceflity  often  juftle  and  hinder  one  ano- 
ther. Befides,  why  is  it  neceffary  that  the  Cor- 
refpondence  of  Manners,  Parts  and  Inclinations, 
which  beget  thefe  true  and  perfect  Friendfhips, 
fhould  always  meet  and  concur  in  thefe  Rela- 
tions. The  Father  and  the  Son  may  be  of  quite 
contrary  Humors,  and  Brothers  without  any 
manner  of  Sympathy  in  their  Natures.  He  is 
my  Son,  he  is  my  Brother,  or  he  and  I are 
Coufin-germans;  rbut  he  is  paflionate,  ill-natur’d, 
or  a Fool.  And  moreover,  by  how  much  thefe 
are  Friendfhips,  that  the  Law,  and  natural  Ob- 
ligation, 
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ligation,  impofe  upon  us ; fo  much  lefs  is  there 
of  our  own  choice,  and  voluntary  freedom. 
Whereas  that  voluntary  liberty  of  ours,  has  no- 
thing but  that  of  Affection  and  Friendlhip,  pro- 
perly its  own.  Not  that  I have  not  in  my  own 
Perfon  experimented  all  can  poflibly  be  expect- 
ed of  that  kind,  having  had  the  beft,  and  moft 
indulgent  Father,  even  to  an  extream  old  Age, 
that  ever  was,  and  who  was  himfelf  defcended 
from  a Family,  for  many  Generations  famous 
and  exemplary  for  Brotherly  Concord  : 


— ■ Et  ipfe  Htrdt.  L 3. 

Nctus  in  fratres  animi  Paterni.  0tit  *• 

And  he  himfelf  noted  the  reft  above. 

Towards  his  Brothers  for  paternal  Love. 

We  are  not  here  to  bring  the  Love  we  bear 
to  Women,  though  it  be  an  Act  of  our  own 
Choice,  into  comparifon ; nor  rank  it  with 
the  others  ,*  the  Fire  of  which  I confefs, 

(Neyue  enitn  eft  Dea  nefcia  nofiri  Catullus. 

®u<e  dtflcem  curis  mifcet  amaritiem.) 

I 

(Nor  is  my  Goddefs  ign’rant  what  I am, 

Who  pleafing  Sorrows  mixes  with  my  Flame.) 

is  more  active,  more  eager,  and  more  lharp;  but 
withal,  ’tis  more  precipitous,  fickle,  moving 
and  inconftanc : a Fever  fubject  to  Intermiflion,; 
and  Paroxifms,  that  has  feiz’d  but  on  one  part, 
one  corner  of  the  Building  $ whereas  in  Friend- 
ship, ’tis  a general  and  univerfal  Fire,  but  tem- 
perate, and  equal,  a conftant  eftablifh  d heat, 
all  eafy,  and  fmooth,  without  poinancy  or 
roughnefc.  Moreover,  in  Love,  'tis  no  other 

than 
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than  Frantick  Defire,  to  that  which  flies  from 
us. 

i 

jinoflo.  C0m  fegue  la  lepre  ill  cacciatore 

Cantt.  jo.  ^ jreddoy  al  caldo , alia  montagna,  al  litto  : 

Ne  pin  1'  efiima  poi,  che  prefa  ruedei 
Et  fol  dietro  d chi  fagge  affretta  il  piede. 

Like  Hunters,  that  the  flying  Hare  purfue 
O’er  Hill,  and  Dale,  through  Heat,  and  Morn-  * 

(ing  Dew, 

Which  being  ta’en,  the  Quarry  they  defpife. 

Being  only  pleas’d  in  following  that  which  flies. 

So  foon  as  ever  they  enter  into  terms  of  Friend- 
ship, that  is  to  fay,  into  a concurrence  of  Defires, 
it  vanilhes,  and  is  gone.  Fruition  deftroys  it,  as 
having  only  aflefhly  end,  and  Such  a one  as  is 
fubjed  to  Satiety.  Friendship  on  the  contrary, 

. is  enjoy’d  proportionably,  as  it  is  defir’d,  and 
only  grows  up,  is  nourilht  and  improves  by  En- 
joyment, as  being  of  it  felf  fpiritual,  and  the 
Soul  growing  If  ill  more  perfed  by  pradice. 
Under,  and  lubfellious  to  this  perfed  Friend- 
ship, I cannot  deny,  but  that  the  other  vain  Af- 
fedions,  have  in  my  younger  Years  found  fome 
place  in  my  thoughts,  that  I may  fay  nothing  of 
him,  who  himfelf  confeflfes  but  too  much  in 
his  Verfes : So  that  I had  both  thefe  Paffions,  ' 
but  always  fo,  that  I could  my  felf  well  enough 
diftinguilh  them,  and  never  in  any  degree  of 
comparifon  with  one  another.  The  firft  main- 
taining its  flight  in  fo  lofty  and  fo  brave  a place, 
as  with  difdain  to  look  down,  and  fee  the  other 
flying  at  a far  humbler  pitch  below.  As  con- 
cerning Marriage,  befides,  that  it  is  a Cove- 
nant, the  entrance  into  which,  is  only  free,  but 
the  continuance  in  it,  forc’d  and  compell’d,  ha- 
ving 
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ving  another  dependance,  than  that  of  our  own 
Free-will,  and  a Bargain  commonly  contraded 
to  other  ends,  there  almolt  always  happens'  'a 
thoufand  Intricacies  in  it  to  unravel,  enough 
to  break  the  Thread,  and  to  divert  the  Currerc 
of  a lively  Affedion : whereas  Friendlhip  has  no 
•manner  of  Bufinefs  or  Traffick  with  any  bur  ic 
felf.  Moreover,  to  fay  Truth,  the  ordinary  Tg- 
lent  of  Women,  is  not  fuch,  as  is  fufficienc  'co 
maintain  the  Conference  and  Communication 
requir'd,  to  the  fupport  of  this  Conjugal  Tie  - 
nor  do  they  appear  to  be  endu’d  with  Conftanc.y 
of  Mind,  to  endure  the  pinch  of  fo  hard  ar,d 
durable  a Knot.  And  doubtlefs  if  without  thi? 
there  could  be  fuch  a free  and  voluntary  famib- 
tarity  contraded,  where  not  only  the  Souls 
might  have  this  entire  fruition,  but  the  JJodies 
alio  might  ihare  in  tbe  Alliance,  and  a Man  be 
engag’d  throughout,  the  Friendlhip  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  full  and  perfed but  it  is  with- 
out Example,  that  this  Sex  could  ever  arrive  at 
fuch  Perfedion,  and  by  the  Ancjent  Schools,  is 
wholly  rejected  ,•  as  alio  that  other  Grecian  Li- 
cence  is  j^ftly  abhorr’d  by  our  Manners ; whidi 
alio  for  having,  according  to  their  practice  a 
lo  neceffary  difpariry  of  Age,  and  difference  of 
Offices  betwixt  the  Lovers,  hold  no  more  pro- 
portion with  the  perfed  Union  and  Harmony 
.that  we  here  require,  than  the  other,  gjiis  Acucr. 
enim  tfle  amw  amiciti a ? Cur  ne^ue  Jefirmem  adolef-  4- 

centem  aulC^uant  i t +tcrti»n  /*  n n 
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the  fight  of  the  Flower,  and  prime  of  a Spring- 
ing and  blofloming  Youth,  to  whom  they  al- 
low all  the  Infolencies,  and  Paflionate  Attempts, 
that. an  immoderate  Afdour  can  produce,  was 
/imply  founded  upon  an  external  Scanty,  the 
falls  Image  of  Corporal  Generation  • for  upon 
the  Soul  ic  could  pot  ground  this  Love,  the  fight 
of  which,  as  yet  lay  conceal'd,  w?s  but  now 
fpringing,  and  not  of  maturity  tp  hloffpm. 
Which  fury,  if  it  fejz’d  upon  a mean  Courage, 
the  means  by  which  he-pfeferr’d  his  Suit,  were 
rich  Prefents,  favour  in  advancement  to  Digni- 
ties, apd  fuch  Trupipery,  which  they  by  no 
means  approve : 7f  on  a more  generous  $ouJ, 
the  purfuit  was  fuitably  generous,  by  Philofo- 
phical  Ipltrudions,  Preempts  to  revere  Religion, 
to  obey  the  Laws,  tp  dip  for  rhe  good  of  his 
Country  ,•  by  exami%s  of  Valour, Prudence  and 
Juftice,  the  Loverihjiayjng  to  render  {)imfelf  ac- 
ceptable.by  the  Grape  and  Beauty  of  his  Soul, 
that  of  his  Bojdy  being  long  fince  faded  and  de- 
cay’d, imping  by  this  mutual  Society  tp  efta- 
bli/h  a more  firm  and  Ming  Contract.  When 
this  Courtfhip  came  to  afFpdi  in  due  feafpn,  (for 
thet  which  they  do  not  require  in  the  Lover, 
namely,  Leifure,  and  Difcretion  in  his  purfuit, 
they  ftriclly  require  in  the  perfop  Loved  j for- 
afmuch  as  he  is  to  judge  of  an  internal  Beauty, 
of  difficult  Knowledge,  and  obfcqre  Djfcovery) 
then  there  fprnng  in  the  Perfon  Loved  the  .defire 
of  a fpiricual  Conception,  by  the  mediation  of 
a fpiricual  Beauty.  This  was  the  Principal^  the 
Corporeal,  Accidental,  and  Second  Caufes,  arfe 
all  the  wrong  fide  of  the  Lover.  For  this  reafon 
they  prefer  the  Perfpo  Beloved,  maintaining, 
that  the  Gods  in  like  manner  prefer  him  too, 
and  very  much  blame  the  Poet  ss&fctylus,  for 

having^ 
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having,  in  the  Loves  of  Achilles , and  Patroclus, 
given  the  Lovers  part  to  Achilles,  who  was  in  the 
hrft  flower  and  pubefcency  of  his  Youth,  and  the 
handfomeft  of  all  the  Greeks.  After  this  gene- 
ral Familiarity,  and  mutual  Community  of 
Thoughts,  is  once  fetled,  fuppofing  the  Sove- 
raign  and  moft  worthy  Part  to  prefide  and  go- 
vern, and  to  perform  its  proper  Offices,  they 
fay,  that  from  thence  great  Utility  deriv’d,  both 
to  private  and  publick  Concerns,  that  the  force 
and  power  of  Countries  receiv’d  their  Begin- 
ning from  thence,  and  that  it  was  the  chiefeft 
fecurity  of  Liberty  and  Juftice.  Of  which,  the 
Salutiferous  Loves  of  Harmodius  and  Arifiogiton  is 
a good  Inftance  > and  therefore  it  is,  that  they 
call’d  it  Sacred  and  Divine,  and  do  conceive, 
that  nothing  but  the  Violence  of  Tyrants,  and 
the  Bafenels  of  the  common  People,  is  mimical 
to  it  : finally,  all  that  am  be  faid  in  favour  of 
the  Academy,  is,  that  it  was  a Love  which  en- 
ded in  Friendftiip ; which  alfo  well  enough  a- 
grees  with  the  Stoical  definition  of  Love.  Amo-  Cictn. 
rtm  conatum  effe  amicitue  facienda  ex  pulchritu  dints  iHd. 
fpecie.  That  Love  is  a iefhre  of  contraciing  Friend- 
ship by  the  Beauty  of  the  Objetf.  I return  to  my  own 
more  juft  and  true  Description.  Omnino  amici - citert. 
tia,  corroborates  jam  confirmatis  ingen  Us,  dr  atati-  Anne, 
bus,  judicanda  funt.  Tbofe  are  only  to  be  reputed 
Friendships,  that  are  fortified  and  confirmed  by  'Judg- 
ment, and  length  of  Time.  For  the  reft,  which 
we  commonly  call  Friends,  and  Friendlhips,are 
nothing  but  Acquaintance,  and  Familiarities, 
either  occafionally  contra<fted,  or  upon  fome 
defign,  by  means  of  which,  there  happens  fome 
little  intercourfe  betwixt  our  Souls : but  in  rhe 
Friendlhip  I fpeak  of,  they  mix  and  work  them- 
felves  into  one  piece,  with  fo  univerfal  a mix* 
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ture,  that  there  is  no  more  fign  of  the  Seam  by 
which  they  were  firft  conjoyn’d.  if  a Man 
fliould  importune  me  to  give  a reafon  why  I 
Lov’d  him ; I find  it  could  no  otherwife  be  ex- 
preft,  than  by  making  anfwer,  becaufe  it  was 
he,  becaufe  it  was  I.  There  is  beyond  what  I am 
able  to  lay,  I know  not  what  inexplicable  and 
fatal  power  that  brought  on  this  Union.  We 
fought  one  another  long  before  we  met,  and  by 
the  Chara&ers  we  heard  of  ope  another,  which 
wrought  more  upon  our  Affe&ions,  than  in  Rea- 
fon, meer  reports  fhould  do,  I think  by  fome 
fdcret  appointment  of  Heaven,  we  embrac’d  in 
our,  Names,-  and  at  our  firft  meeting,  which 
was  accidentally  at  a great  City  Entertainment, 
we  found  our  lelves  fo  mutually  raken  with  one 
another,  fo  acquainted,  and  fo  endear’d  be- 
twixt our  felves,  that  from  thenceforward  no- 
thing was  fo  near  to  us  as  one  another.  He 
writ  a'tf  excellent  Latin  Satyr,  which  I fince 
Printed,  wherein  he  Cxcufes  the  precipitation 
of  our  Intelligence,  fo  fuddenly  come  to  per- 
fe&ion,  faying,  that  being  to  have  fo  fhort  con- 
tinuance, as  being  begun  folate,’/ for  we  were 
both  full  grown  Men,  and  he  fome  Years  the 
older)  there  was  no  time  to  lofe ,-  nor  was  ti’d 
to  conform  it  fe If  to  the  example  of  thofe  flow 
and  regular  Friendfliips,  that  require  fo  many 
precautions  of  a long  preliminary  Converfati- 
pn.  This  has  no  other  Idea,  than  that  of  it  felf : 
this  is  no  one  particular  Corifideration,  nor  two, 
nor  three,  nor  four,  nor  a thoufand  : ’tis  I 
know  not  what  quinceiTence  of  all  this  mixture, 
which,  (ei/ing  my  w,hole  i Will,  carried  it  to 
plqnge  and  lofe  it  felf  in  his,  ahd  that  having 
ieiz’d  his  whole  Will ; brought  ir  back  with  c- 
qual  Concurrence  and  Appetite,  to  plunge  and 

lofe 
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lofe  it  felf  in  mine.  I may  truly  fay,  lofe, 
referring  nothing  to  our  felves,  that  was  either 
his  or  mine.  When  Lalius,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Roman  Confuls,  ( who  after  they  had  fen- 
tenc’d  Tiberius  Gracchus,  profecuted  all  thofe  who 
had  any  familiarity  with  him  alfo)  came  to  ask 
Cajus  Blojius,  (who  was  his  chiefeft  Friend  and 
Confident,)  how  much  he  would  have  done  for 
him  ? And  that  he  made  Anfwer,  All  things. 

How!  All  things!  faid  Lalius And  what  if  he 
had  commanded  you  to  fire  our  Temples  ? He 
would  never  have  commanded  me  that,  reply 'd 
Bhjius:  But  what  if  he  had  ? faid  Laliut.  Why, 
if  he  had,  I would  have  Obey’d  him,  faid  the 
other.  If  he  was  fo  perfed  a Friend  to  Grac~ 
cbus,  as  the  Hiftories  report  him  to  have  been, 
there  was  yet  no  neceffity  of  offending  the 
Confuls  by  fuch  a bold  Confeffion,  though  he 
might  flill  have  retain’d  the  aflurance  he  had 
of  Gracchus  his  Difpofition.  However,  thofe 
who  accufe  this  Anfwer  as  Seditious,  do  not 
well  underftand  the  Myftery  ,•  nor  prefuppofe, 
as  it  was  true,  that  he  had  Gracchus  his  Will  in 
his  Sleeve,  both  by  the  Power  of  a Friend,  and 
the  perfeft  Knowledge  he  had  of  the  Man.  They 
were  more  Friends,  than  Citizens,  and  more. 

Friends  to  one  another,  than  either  Friends  or 
Enemies  to  their  Country,  or  than  Friends  to 
Ambition  and  Innovation.  Having  abfolutely 
given  up  themfelves  to  one  another,  either  held 
abfolutely  the  reins  of  the  others  Inclination, 
which  alfo  they  govern’d  by  Vertue,  and  gui- 
ded by  the  conduft  of  Reafon,  (which  alfo 
without  thefe,  it  had  not  been  poflible  to  do,) 
and  therefore  Blofius  his  Anfwer  was  fuch  as  it 
ought  to  be.  If  either  of  their  A&ions  flew  out 
of  the  handle,  they  were  neither  (according  to 
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my  meafure  of  Friendfbip,)  Friends  to  one  ano- 
ther ; nor  to  themfelves.  As  to  the  reft,  this 
Anfwer  carries  no  worfe  found,  rhan  mine 
would  do  to  one  that  Ihould  ask  me.  If  your 
Will  Ihould  command  you  to  kill  your  Daugh- 
ter, would  you  do  it  ? And  that  I Ihould  make 
Anfwer,  that  I would,  for  this  exprefles  no 
confent  to  fuch  an  Ad,  forafmuch  as  I do  not 
in  the  lealt  fufped  my  own  Will,  and  as  little 
that  of  fuch  a Friend.  ’Tis  not  in  the  power 
of  all  the  Eloquence  in  the  World,  todilpoftefs 
me  of  the  certainty  I have  of  the  Intentions  and 
Refolutions  of  mine ; nay,  no  one  Adion  of 
his,  what  face  foever  it  might  bear,  could  be 
prefented  to  me,  of  which  I could  not  prefent- 
ly,  and  at  firft  fight,  find  out  the  moving  caufe: 

Our  Souls  have  drawn  fo  unanimoufly  toge- 
ther, and  we  have  with  fo  mutual  a confidence 
laid  open  the  very  bottom  of  our  Hearts  to  one 
anothers  View,  that  I not  only  know  his  as  well 
as  my  own ; but  fhould  certainly  in  any  con- 
cern of  mine,  have  trufted  my  intereft  much 
more  willingly  with  him,  than  with  my  felf. 

Let  no  one  therefore  rank  other  common  Friend- 
ftiips  with  fuch  a one  as  this.  I have  had  as 
much  Experience  of  thefe,  as  another,  and  of 
the  moit  perfed  of  their  kind  : but  I do  not  ad- 
vife,  that  any  fhould  confound  the  Rules  of  the 
one,  and  the  other;  for  they  would  then  find 
themfelves  much  deceiv’d.  In  thofe  other  ordi- 
nary Eriendfhips,  you  are  to  walk  with  a Bridle 
in  yopr  Hand,  with  Prudence  and  Circumfpe- 
dion,  for  in  them  the  Knot  is  not  fo  fure,  that 
a Man  may  not  half  fufped  it  will  flip:  Love 
him  (faid  Cbilo ) fo,  as  if  you  were  one  Day  to 
Hate  him  ; and  Hate  him  fo,  as  you  were  one 
Day  to  Love  him.  A Precept,  that  though  a- 
• bomina- 
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bominable  in  the  foVirnign  and  perfedi  Friend- 
ffiip  which  I intend,  is  neverthelefs  very  found, 
as  to  the  pradice  of  the  ordinary  ones,  nowin 
falhion,  and  to  which  the  faying  that  Ariftotie 
had  fo  frequent  in  his  Mouth,  O my  Friends, 
there  is  no  Friend,  may  very  fitly  be  apply ’d. 

And  this  glorious  Commerce  of  good  Offices, 
Prefents  and  Benefits,  by  which  other  Friend- 
flu  ps  are  fupporced  and  maintain’d,  do  not  de- 
ferve  fo  much  as  to  be  mention’d  here  ; and  is 
by  this  concurrence  and  confent  of  Wills,  to- 
tally taken  away,  and  rendred  of  noufe;  as  the 
kindnefs  I have  for  my  felf,*  receives  no  in- 
creafe,  for  any  thing  I relieve  my  felf  withal  in 
time  of  need,  (what  ever  the  Stoicks  fay,)  and 
as  1 do  not  find  my  Self  oblig’d  to  my  belf,  for 
any  Service  I do  my  Self:  So  the  Union  of 
fuch  Friends,  being  really  perfect,  deprives  them 
of  all  acknowledgment  of  fuch  Duties,  and 
makes  them  loath  and  banifh  from  their  Conver- 
fation,  thefe  words  of  Diverfion,  Diftinction, 
Benefit,  Obligation,  Acknowledgment,  Entrea- 
ty, Thanks,  and  the  like : All  Things,  Wills, 
Thoughts,  Opinions,  Goods,  Wives,  Children, 
Honours  and  Lives,  being  in  effed  common 
betwixt  them,  and  that  abfolure  concurrence  of 
Affedtions  being  no  other  than  one  Soul  in  two 
Bodies,  (according  to  that  very  proper  definiti- 
on of  Arifiotle)  they  can  neither  lend,  nor  give 
any  thing  to  one  another.  This  s the  reafon 
why  the  Law-givers,  to  honour  Marriage?  with 
fome  imaginary  refemblance  of  this  divine  Al- 
liance, interdid  all  Gifts  betwixt  Man  and  Wife  ; 
inferring  by  that,  that  all  Ihould  belong  to  each 
gf  them,  and  that  they  have  nothing  to  divide  , 
or  to  give,  If,  in  the  Friendfhip  of  which  \ 
fpeak,  one  could  give  to  the  other,  the  Receive? 
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x of  the  Benefit  would  be  the  Man  that  oblig’d 
his  Friend  ,*  for  each  of  them  contending,  and 
above  all  things,  ftudying  how  to  be  ufeful  to 
bns  another,  he  that  adminifters  the  Occafion, 
is  the  liberal  Man,  in  giving  his  Friend  the  Sa- 
tisfaction of  doing  that  towards  hint,  which  a- 
bove  all  things  he  does  moft  defire.  When  the 
Philofopher  Diogenes  wanted  Money,  he  ufed 
to  lay,  that  he  redemanded  it  of  his  Friends, 
not  that  he  demanded  it  ^ and  to  let  you  fee  the 
effectual  practice  of  this,  I will  here  produce  ah 
ancient  and  a rare  Example  ; Eudamidas  a Corin- 
thian y had  two  Friends,  tbarixenus  a Sycioniany 
and  Aretheu s a Corinthian ; this  Man  coming  to 
Die,  being  Poor,  and  his  two  Friends  Rich,  he 
made  his  Will  after  this  manner,  I bequeath  to 
ylrethrus  the  Maintenance  of  my  Mother,  to 
fupport  and  provide  for  her  in  her  old  Age,  and 
to  Charixenus  I bequeath  the  care  of  marrying 
my  Daughter,  and  to  give  her  as  good  a Por- 
tion as  he  is  able  ; and  in  cafe  that  one  of  thefe 
chance  to  Die,  1 hereby  fubftitute  the  Surviver 
in  his  Place.  They  who  firftfaw  this  Will,  made 
\hemfelves  very  merry  at  the  Contents ; but  the 
Executors  being  made  acquainted  with  it,  ac- 
cepted the  Legacies  with  very  great  Content ; 
and  one  of  them,  Charixenus,  dying  within  five 
Days  after,  and  Aretheus  by  that  means  having 
the  Charge  of  both  devolved  folely  to  him,  he 
nourifiit  that  old  Woman  with  very  great  Care 
and  Tendernefs,  and  of  five  Talents  he  had  in 
Efiate,  he  gave  two«nd  a half  in  Marriage  with 
an  only  Daughter  he  had  of  his  own,  and  two 
“and  a half  in  Marriage  with  the  Daughter  of 
Eudamidas y and  in  one  and  the  fame  day  folem- 
hized  both  their  Nuptials.  This  Example  is  ve- 
Vy  fall,  if  one  thing  were  not  to  be  objected, 
! " ■ 1 'v  " . ~ '•*  - tiamc- 
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namely,  the  multitude  of  Friends : for  the  per- 
fe<ft  Friend/hip  I fpeak  of,  is  indivifible,  every 
one  gives  himfelf  fo  entirely  to  his  Friend,  that 
he  has  nothing  lefc  to  diftribute  to  others : But 
on  the  Contrary,  isforry,  that  he  is  not  double, 
treble,  or  quadruple,  and  that  he  has  not  many 
Souls,  and  many  Wills,  to  confer  them  all  upon 
this  one  Subjed.  Common  Friendlhips  will  ad- 
mit of  Divifion,  one  may  love  the  Beauty  of 
this,  the  good  humour  of  that  Perfon,  the  li- 
berty of  a third,  the  paternal  Affedion  of  the 
fourth,  the  fraternal  Love  of  a fifth,  and  fo  of 
the  reft.  But  this  Friendfhip  that  poffeffes  the 
whole  Soul,  and  there  Rulesand  Sways  with  an 
abfolute  Soveraignty,  can  poffibly  admit  of  no 
Rival.  If  two  at  the  fame  time  fhould  call  to 
you  for  Succour,  to  which  of  them  would  you 
run  ? Should  they  require  of  you  contrary  Of- 
fices, how  could  you  ferve  them  both  ? Should 
one  commit  a thing  to  your  Secrecy,  that  it 
were  of  Importance  to  the  other  to  know,  how 
would  you  difingage  your  felf  i A lingular  and 
particular  Friendfhip  difunites  and  dilfolves  all 
other  Obligations  whatfoever.  The  Secret  I 
have  fworn  not  to  reveal  to  any  other,  I may 
without  Perjury  communicate  to  him  who  is 
not  another,  but  my  felf.  ’Tis  Miracle  enough 
certainly,  for  a Man  to  double  himfelf,  and 
thofe  that  talk  of  tripling,  talk  they  know  not 
of  what.  Nothing  is  extream,  that  has  its  like; 
and  who  ifiiall  prefuppofe,  that  of  two,  I love 
one,  as  much  as  the  other,  that  they  love  one 
another  too,  and  love  me  as  much  as  I love 
them,  does  multiply  in  Friendfhip,  the  molt 
fingle  and  united  of  all  things,  and  wherein 
moreover,  one  alone,  is  the  hardeft  thing  in  the 
World  to  find.  The  remaining  part  of  this  Sto- 
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ry  forts  very  well  with1  what  I faid  before  • for 
Eudarnidai  as  a Bounty  and  Favour,  Bequeaths  to 
his  Friends  a Legacy  of  employing  themfelves 
in  his  Neceflky  j he  leaves  them  Heirs  to  this 
Liberality  of  his,  which  cohfifts,  in  giving  them 
the  Opportunity  of  conferring  a Benefit  upon 
him,  and  doubtlefs  the  force  of  Friendfhip  is 
more  eminently  apparent  in  this  a&  of  his,  than 
in  that  of  Aretbeus.  In  fiiort,  thefe  are  effe&s 
not  to  be  imagin’d  nor  comprehended  by  fuch 
as  have  not  experience  of  them,  and  which 
make  me  infinitely  honour  and  admire  the  An- 
fwer  of  that  young  Soldier  to  Cyrus,  by  Whom 
being  askt  how  much  he  would  take  for  a Horfo, 
with  which  he  had  won  the  prize  of  a Courfe, 
and  whether  he  would  exchange  him  for  a 
Kingdom  ? No,  truly  Sir,  faid  he,  but  I would 
give  him  with  all  my  Heart,  to  find  a true 
Friend,  could  I find  out  any  Man  worthy  of 
that  Relation.  He  did  not  fay  ill  in  faying, 
could  I find,  for  though  a Man  may  almoft  e- 
very  where  meet  with  Men  fufficiently  qualified 
for  a fuperficial  Acquaintance yet  in  this, 
where  a Man  is  to  deal  from  the  very  bottom 
of  his  Heart  without  any  manner  of  Refervati- 
oo,  it  will  be  requifite,  that  all  the  Wards  and 
Springs  be  neatly  and  truly  Wrought,  and  per- 
fe&ly'  fore.  In  Leagues  that  hold  but  by  one 
end,  we  are  only  to  provide  againft  the  Imper- 
fe&ions,  that  particularly  coiidCrn  that  end.  It 
can  be  of  no  Importance  to  me, of  what  Religion 
my  Phyfician  or  my  Lawyer  is,  provided  the  one 
be  a good  Lawyer,  and  the  other  a good  Phyfici- 
an ; this  Confederation  hath  nothing  in  common 
with  the  Offices  of  Friendfhip,  and  I am  of  the 
fame  indifferency  in  the  domeftick  Acquain- . 
tarree,  my  Servants  rauft  necelfarily  contra^ 

‘‘r  : ^ ; »•  " WitH, 
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with  me  j I never  enquire,  when  I am  to  take  a 
Footman,  if  he  be  Chaft,  but  if  he  be  Diligent  • 
and  am  not  follicitous,  if  my  Chair-man  be 
given  to  Gaming,  as  if  he  be  flrong  and  able, 
or  if  my  Cook  be  a Swearer,  or  a good  Cook. 

I do  not  however  take  upon  me  to  dire#  what 
other  Men  fhould  do  in  the  Government  of 
their  Families,  there  are  enow  that  meddle  e- 
nough  with  that ; but  only  give  an  account  of 
my  Method  in  my  own. 

Mihi  fic  ufus  eft  : Tibi,  ut  opus  eft  fa£to , face.  Terence 

He  a. 

J«  See . i« 

This  has  my  Pra&ice  been ; but  thou  mayft  do. 

What  thy  Affairs  or  Fancy  prompt  thee  to. 

In  Table  talk,  I prefer  the  Pleafant  and  Wit- 
ty, before  the  Learned  and  the  Grave  : In  Bed, 

Beauty  before  Modefty  j and  in  common  Dif- 
courfe.  Eloquence,  whether  or  no  there  be  Sin- 
cerity in  that  Cafe.  And,  as  he  that  was  found 
aftride  upon  a Hobby-  Horfe,  playing  with  his 
Children,  entreated  the  Perfon  who  had  fur- 
prized  him  in  that  Pofture,  to  fay  nothing  of  it, 
till  himfelf  came  to  be  a Father,  fuppofing  that 
the  fondnefs  that  would  then  poffefs  his  own 
Soul,  would  render  him  a more  equal  Judge  of 
fuch  an  A&ion : So  I alfo  could  wifh  to  fpeak 
to  fuch  as  have  had  experience  of  what  I fay 
though,  knowing  how  remote  a thing  fuch  a 
Friendfhip  is  from  the  common  Practice,  and' 
how  rarely  fuch  are  to  be  found,  I defpair  of 
meeting  with  any  one  qualified  to  fuch  a degree 
Competency.  For  even  thefe  Difcourfes  left  us 
by  Antiquity  upon  this  SubjeA,  feem  to  me  tfat 

and  low,  in  comparifon  of  the  Senfe  I have  of 
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it,  and  in  this  particular,  the  Effe&s  furpafs  the 
very  Precepts  of  Philofophy. 

Nil  ego  contulerim  jucundo  fanus  amico. 

I nothing  to  my  felf  can  recommend. 

Like  the  delight  of  a facetious  Friend. 

. • - , * 1 - 

The  ancient  Menander  declar’d  him  to  be  hap- 
py, that  had  the  good  Fortune  to  meet  with  but 
the  fhadow  of  a Friend ; and  doubtlefs  he  had 
good  Reafon  to  fay  fo,  efpecially,  if  he  fpoke 
by  Experience : for  in  good  earneft,  if  I com- 
pare all  the  reft  of  my  Life  ; though  thanks  be 
to  God,  I have  always  pals  d my  Time  plea- 
fantly  enough,  and  at  my  eafe ; and  the  lofs  of 
fuch  a Friend  excepted,  free  from  any  grievous 
Affliction,  and  in  great  tranquillity  of  Mind, 
having  been  contented  with  my  natural  and  ori- 
ginal Conveniences,  withodt  being  follicitous 
after  others ; if  I fhould  compare  it  all,  I fay, 
with  the  four  years  I had  the  Happinefs  to  en- 
joy the  fweet  society  of  this  excellent  Man  ; 
*ris  nothing  but  Smoak,  but  an  obfcure  and  tedi- 
ous Night,  from  the  Day  that  I loft  him. 

Virg.  &nt-  -Jguetn  femper  acerbum , 

!*  S'  Semper  honoratum  (fic  Dii  volttijlis)  babebo. 

Which  ever  till  I ftep  into  my  Grave, 

I lhall  in  fad,  but  kind  remembrance  have. 

I have  only  led  a forrowful  and  languilhing 
Life  ,*  and  the  very  Pleafures  that  prefent  them- 
felves  to  me,  inftead  of  adminiftring  any  thing 
of  Confolation,  double  my  Affliction  for  his 
lofs.  We  were  halves  throughout,  and  to  that 

degree. 
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degree,  that  methinks,  by  out-living  him,  I de- 
fraud him  of  his  Parc. 

Nec  jus  ejfe  ulla  me  voluptate  hie  frui 

Decrevi , tantifper  dum  tile  abeft  meus  particefs.  * 

And  this  againft  my  felf  I have  decreed. 
Nothing  of  Pleafure  fhall  my  fancy  feed. 

Since  he  is  gone,  for  ever  gone  alas ! 

Who  in  all  Joys  my  dear  Co-partner  was.  ■ 

I was  fo  accuftomed  to  be  always  his  fecond 
in  all  Places,  and  in  all  Interefts  too,  that  me- 
thinks, I am  no  more  than  half  a Man,  and 
have  but  half  a Being.  ;;  .t—.  ■/.  < 

Nam  mue  fipartem  animre  tulip  ^ •.  | 

Maturior  vis,  quid  moror  altera , 

Nec  charius  seque  nec  fuperjles  ’ - _ ' 

Integer?  iUe  dies  utramque  ^ \ > ' 

Duxit  ruinam. 


Since  that  half  of  my  Soul  was  fnatcht  away 
By  riper  Age,  why  does  the  other  flay  ? 

Which  now’s  not  dear,  nor  truly  does  furvive 
That  day  our  double  Ruine  did  contrive. 

There  is  no  A&ion  or  Imagination  of  mine, 
wherein  I do  not  want  him  ; I know  that  his 
Advice  and  Afliftance  would  be  ufeful  to  me  : 
for  as  he  furpaft  me  by  infinite  degrees  in  Ver- 
tue,  and  all  other  Accompli  foments ; fo  he  alfo 
did  in  all  Offices  of  Friend/hip.,  -■ 

tQuis  defiderio  fit  pudor3  ant  modus  , , . 1 

Tam  chart  capitis. 

A moderate  Mourning  were  a fcandat  here. 
Where  I lament  a Friend  fo  truly  dear. 

• > O mi- 
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Apology 
for  £/»- 
tnnt  de  Bc- 
tt  ie- 


0 mifero,  frater  adempte,  mihi  l 
Omnia  tecum  una  perierunt  gaudia  noftra , ' 
jQua  tuus  in  vita , dulcu  alebat  amor, 

Tu  mta,  tu  moriens  fregijii  commoda , frater , 
Tecum  una  tota  eft  noftra  fepulta  anima. 

Cujus  ego  interitufota  de  mtnte  fugavi 
Hsec  ftudia,  atqut  omnes  delicias  animi. 
AUoquar ? afiejiero  TMnquam  tua  verba  loquentem  ? 

Nunquapt  e%o  te  yita,  frater  awabilior , 
Afpiciam  pfthac  ? at  certe  femper  amabo. 

' • ' * * 


Ah ! Brother,  what  a Life  did  I commence. 
From  that  fad  Day  that  thou  were  ravilht  hence * 
Thofe  Joys  are  gone,  that  whilft  thou  tarried'ft 

(here. 

By  thy  fweet  Convention  nouri/h’d  were. 

With  thee,  when  dying’  my  good  Fortune  fled. 
And  in  thy  Grave  my  Soul  was  buried. 

The  Mufes  at  thy  Funerals  I ferfook, 

And  of  thy  Joy  my  leave  for  ever  took. 

Dearer  thin  Life,  am  I fo  wretched  then, 

Never  to  fef,  nor  fpeak  to  thee  agen. 

Nor  hear  thy  Voice,  now  frozen  up  by  Death  ? 
Yet  will  I Love  thee  to  my  lateft  Breath. 


But  let  us  hear  a little  Boy  of  Sixteen  fpeak.  s 
In  this  place  I did  once  intend  to  have  inferted  thofe 
Memoirs  upon  that  famous  EdiB  of  January  : But 
being  I Jince  find  that  they  are  already  Printed , and 
with  a malicious  Dejign,  by  fome  who  make  it  their 
bufmefs  to  mole(l , and  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  ftate 
of  our  Government , not  caring  whether  they  mend  and 
reform  it,  or  no  ,•  and  that  they  have  confounded  this 
Writing  of  his  with  others  of  their  own  Leven , 1 de- 
fifted  from  that  purpofe  : But  that  the  Memory  of  the 
Father  may  not  be  inter  eft  ed3  nor  fuffer  with  fuch,  at 

could 
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/could  not  come  near  hand  to  be  acquainted  with  bis 
Principles  ; I here  give  them  truly  to  under  ft  and,  that 
it  was  Writ  by  him  in  bis  very  green  Years , and  that 
by  way  of  Exercife  only,  as  a common  Theme  that  has 
bun  tumbled  and  tofsd  by  a thoufand  Writers.  I make 
no  Jjhteftion,  but  that  be  bimfelf  believ’d  what  be 
writ , being  fo  confident ious  that  way,  that  be  would 
not  fo  much  as  lye  in  jeft : And  do  moreover  know , 
that  could  it  have  been  in  his  own  Choice,  he  had  rather 
have  been  born  at  Venice,  than  at  Soarlac,  and  be 
bad  Reafon : But  he  bad  another  Maxim  foveriagnly 
imprinted  in  bis  Soui ',  very  religiouflyto  obey , and  fub- 
mit  to  the  Laws  under  which  be  was  bom.  There  ne- 
ver was  a better  Citizen,  more  ajfe&ionate  to  bee 
Country  $ nor  a greater  Enemy  to  aU  the  Commotions 
and  Innovations  of  hu Time  : So  that  he  would  doubt - 
left  much  rather  have  employ  d bis  Talent  tp  the  ex- 
tinguijhing  of  thofe  civil  Flames , than  have  added 
any  Few  el  to  them  : For  be  bad  a Mind  fajbiond  to 
the  Model  of  better  Ages;  But  in  Exchange  of  this 
f trio  us  Piece.  I will  prejent  you  with  another  pf  a more 
gay  and  frolick  Air,  from  the  fame  Hand,  and  writ  at 
4be  fame  Age.  ’ V '!  : ‘ 


CHAP.  XXVIH. 

. Ka  . r : ; " ‘ ' 


Mine  and  twenty  Sonnets  of  Eftienne  de  la 
Boetie,  to  Madam  de  Grammont,  Countefs 
of  Guiflion.  t 


MAdam,  I offer  to  your  Ladyfhip  nothing 
of  mine,  either  becaufe  it  is  already 
ypurs,  or  becaufe  I find  nothing  in  my  Writings 
worthy  of  you  : But  I have  a great  Defire  that 
thde  Verfes,  into  what  Part  of  the  World  foe- 

ver 
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ver  they  may  travel, may  carry  your  Name  in  the 
Front,  for  the  Honour  will  accrue  to  them,  by- 
having  the  great  Corifanda  de  Andonis  for  their 
fafe  Conduct : I conceive  this  Prefent,  Madam, 
fotnuch  the  more  proper  for  you,  both  by  Rea- 
fon  there  are  few  Ladies  in  France , who  are  fo 
good  Judges  of  Poetry,  aqd  make  fo  good  ufe 
of  it  as  you  do  ; as  alfo  that  there  is  none 
who  can  give  it  that  Spirit  and  Life  your  Lady- 
Ihip  does,  by  that  incomparable  Voice  Nature 
has  added  to  your  other  Perfe&ions ; you  will 
find.  Madam,  that  thefe  Verfes  deferve  your 
Efteem,  and  will,  I dare  fay,  concur  with  me 
in  this,  that  Gafcony  never  yielded  more  Inven- 
tion, finer  Expreffion,  or  .that  more  evidence 
themfelves  to  flow  from  a Mafter’s  Hand.  And 
be  not  jealous  that  you  have  but  the  Remainder 
of  what  I publilht  fome  Years  fince,  under  the 
Name  of  Monfieur  de  Foix,  your  brave  Kinfman; 
for  certainly  thefe  have  fomething  in  them  more 
fpritely,  and  luxuriant,  as  being  writ  in  a green- 
er Youth,  and  enflam’d  with  the  noble  Ardour 
that  I will  tell  your  Ladyfhip  in  your  Ear.  The 
other  were  writ  fince,  when  he  was  a Suitor  in 
the  Honour  of  his  Wife,  already  relifhing  of  I 
know  not  what  Matrimonial  Coldrjefs : And  for 
my  part,  I am  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  thofe, 
whp  hold,  that  Poefie  appears  no  whejre  fo  gay, 
as  in  a wanton  and  irregular  Subjeft. 

"Thefe  Nine  and  Twenty  Sonnets  that  were  inferted 
here , are  Jince  printed  with  his  other  Works. 

• ;T.  • / '*  f 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

Of  Moderation.  v 

AS  if  we  had  an  infe&ious  Touch,  we  by 
our  manner  of  handling,  corrupt  Thing* 
that  in  themfelves  are  laudable  and  good  : ^ We 
may  grafp  Vertuefohard,  till  it  became  vicious, 
if  we  embrace  it  too  ftreight,  and  with  too  vio- 
lent a Defire.  Thofe  who  fay,  there  is  never 
any  Excefs  in  Vertue,  forafmuch  as  it  is  no  Ver- 
tue,  when  it  once  becomes  Excefs,  only  play 
upon  Words. 

...  Horace  l.  j. 

Infant  fapiens  nomen  ferat , oequus  iniqui , fyift.  ‘ 

Ultra  quam  fat  is  e(l>  virtutem  fi  pet  at  ipfam . 

The  Wife  for  Mad,  the  Juft  for  Unjuft  pafs, 

When  more  than  needs,  ev’n  Vertue  they  em« 

* ' (brace.  N 

This  is  a fubtle  Confideration  in  Philofophy. 

A Man  may  both  be  too  much  in  Love  with 
Vertue,  and  be  exceffive  in  a juft  Action.  Ho- 
ly Writ  agrees  with  this,  Be  not  wifer  than  yon 
(houlii  but  be  foberly  wife.  * I have  known  aVTislik? 
great  Man  prejudice  the  Opinion  Men  bad  of  « 
his  Devotion  by  pretending  to  be  devout  beyond  ^ • 
all  Examples  of  others  of  his  Condition.  I love  Frfn(l. j 
temperate  and  moderate  Natures.  An  immode- 
rate Zeal  even  to  that  which  is  good,  though  it 
does  not  offend, does  aftoniih  me, and  puts  me  to 
iftidy  what  Name  to  give  it.  Neither  the  Mo- 
ther of  Taufanias , who  was  the  firft  Inftrutfter  of 
her  Son’s  Procefs,  and  threw  the  firft  Stone  to- 
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wards  his  Death  : Nor  Vofihumus  the  Di<ftator, 
who  put  his  Son  to  Death,  whom  the  Ardour 
of  Youth  had  fortunately  pufht  upon  the  Ene- 
my a little  more  advanc'd  than  the  reft  of  his 
Squadron,  do  appear  to  me  fo  juft  as  ftrange ; 
and  Ifhould  neither  advife,  nor  like  to  follow  fo 
favage  a Vertue,  and  that  cofts  fo  dear.  The 
Archer  that  (hoots  over,  miffes  as  well  as  he  that 
falls  Ihort,  and  ’tis  equally  troublefome  to  my 
Sight,  to  look  up  at  a great  Light,  and  to  look 
down  into  a dark  Abyfs.  Callicles  in  flato,  fays. 
That  the  Extremity  of  Philofophy  is  hurtful, 
and  advifes  not  to  dive  into  it  beyond  the  Li- 
mits of  Profit : that  taken  moderately,  it  is  plea- 
lant  and  ufeful ,*  but  that  in  the  end,  it  renders 
a Man  brutilh  and  vicious  : A Contemner  of 
Religion,  and  the  common  Laws,  an  Enemy 
to  civil  Converfation,  and  all  humane  Pleafures, 
incapable  of  all  pubiick  Adminiftradon,  unfit 
either  to  affift  others,  or  to  relieve  himfelf,  and 
a fit  Objetft  for  all  forts  of  Injuries  and  Affronts, 
without  Remedy,  or  Sadsfadion  : He  fays  true, 
for  in  its  Excels,  it  enflaves  our  natural  Free- 
dom, and  by  an  impetinent  Subtilty,  leads  us 
out  of  the  fair  and  beaten  Way  tha*t  Nature  has 
plain  d out  for  us.  The  Love  we  bear  to  our 
Wives  is  very  lawful,  and  yet  Theology  thinks 
fit  to  curb  and  reftrain  it.  As  I remember,  I 
have  read  in  one  Place  of  St.  Thomas  of  Austin, 
where  he  condemns  Marriages  within  any  of 
the  forbidden  Degrees,  for  this  Reafon,  amongft 
others,  that  there  is  feme  Danger,  left  the  Friend- 
fhip  a Man  bears  to  fuch  a Woman,  fhould  be 
immoderare  ,•  for  if  the  conjugal  Affedion  be 
full  and  perfe<ft  betwixt  them,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  that  it  be  over  and  above  furcharg’d  with 
. chat  of  Kindred  too,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  fuch 
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an  Addition  will  carry  the  Husband  beyond  the 
Bounds  of  Reafon.  Thofe  Sciences  that  regu- 
late the  Manners  of  Men,  Divinity  and  Phi'ofo- 
phy,  will  have  a Saying  to  every  Thing.  There 
is  no  Adiqn  fo  private  that  can  efcape  their  In- 
fpedtion  and  Jurifdi<ftion,but  they  are  beft  taught, 
who  are  beft  able  to  cenfureand  curb  their  own 
Liberty.  ’Tis  the  Women  that  expofe  their  Nu- 
dities over  freely,  upon  the  Account  of  Plea- 
fure,  though  in  the  Neceffities  of  Phyfick  and 
Chirurgery,  they  are  more  fhy,  and  more  re- 
ferv’d.  I will  therefore  in  their  Behalf  teach 
the  Husbands,  that  is,  fitch  as  are  too  extrava- 
gant and  fenfual  in  the  JExercife  of  the  Matri- 
monial Duty,  this  LefTon,  that  the  very  Plea- 
fures  they  enjoy  in  the  Society  of  their  Wives, 
are  reproachable,  if  immoderate,  and  that  a li- 
centious and  riotous  Abufe  of  them,  are  Faults, 
as  reproveable  here,  as  illegitimate  and  adulte- 
rous Pra&ipes.  Thofe  immodeft  and  debauch’d 
Tricks  and  Poftures,  that  the  firft  Ardour  fug- 
gefts  to  us  in  this  Affair,  are  not  only  indecently, 
but  inconveniently  pra&is’d  upon  our  Wives. 
Let  them  at  leaft  learn  Impudency  from  another 
Hand  ; they  are  always  ready  enough  for  our 
Bufmefs,  and  I,  for  my  part,  always  went  the 
plain  Way  to  work.  Marriage  is  a folemn  and 
religious  Tie,  and  therefore  the  Pleafure  we  ex- 
trad  from  thence,  fhould  be  a fober  and  ferious 
Delight,  and  mixt  with  a certain  kind  of  Gra- 
vity ,•  it  fhould  be  a kind  of  difcreet  and  con- 
fcientious  Pleafure.  And  being  that  the  chief 
End  of  it  is  Generation,  fome  make  a Queftion, 
whether  when  Men  are  out  of  Hopes  of  that 
Fruit,  as  when  they  are  fuperannuated,  or  al- 
ready with  Child,  it  be  lawful  to  lie  with  our 
Wives.  ’Tis  Homicide,  according  to  Plato , and  s 
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certain  Nations,  (the  Mahometan , amongft  o- 
thers,)  abominate  all  Conjunction  with  Women 
with  Child,  and  others  alfo,  with  thofe  who  are 
unclean.  Zenobia  would  never  admit  her  Hus- 
band for  more  than  one  Encounter,  after  which, 
fhe  left  him  to  his  own  Swing  for  the  whole  time 
of  her  Conception,  and  not  till  after  that,  would 
any  more  receive  him  : A brave  Example  of 
Conjugal  Continency.  It  was  doubtlefs  from 
fome  lafcivious  Poet,  and  one  that  himfelf  was 
in  great  Diftrefs  for  a little  of  this  Sport,  that 
Plato  borrowed  this  Story  ,*  that  Jupiter  was  one 
Day  To  hot  upon  his  Wife,  that  not  having  fo 
much  Patience,  as  till  Ihe  could  get  to  the 
Couch,  he  threw  her  upon  the  Floor,  where 
the  Vehemency  of  Pleafure  made  him  forget  the 
great  and  important  Refolutions  he  had  but 
newly  taken  with  the  reft  of  the  Gods,  in  his 
Cosleftial  Council  ,•  and  to  brag,  that  he  had 
had  as  good  a Bout , as  when  he  got  her 
Maiden-head  unknown  to  her  Parents.  The 
Kings  of  Perjia  were  wont  to  invite  their 
Wives  to  the  Beginning  of  their  Feftivals  ,*  but 
when  the  Wine  began  to  work  in  good  earneft, 
and  that  they  were  to  give  the  Reins  to  Plea- 
fure, they  fent  them  back  to  their  private  Apart- 
ments, that  they  might  not  participate  of  their 
immoderate  Luft,  lending  for  other  Women  in 
their  (lead,  with  whom  they  were  not  oblig’d  to  . 
fo  great  a Decorum  of  Refpeft.  All  Plealures, 
and  all  forts  of  Gratifications,  are  not  properly 
and  fitly  conferr’d  upon  all  forts  of  Perfons. 
Epaminondas  had  committed  a young  Man  for 
certain  Debauches  ; for  whom  Pelcpdas  media- 
ted, that  at  his  Requeft  he  might  be  fet  at  Li- 
berty, which,  notwithftanding  the  great  Intel- 
ligence betwixt  them,  Epaminondas  refollitely  de- 
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ny’d  to  him,  but  granted  it  at  the  firft  Word  to 
a Wench  of  his,  who  made  the  fame  Intercef- 
fion  ; faying,  that  it  was  a Gratification  fit  for 
fuch  a one  as  (he,  but  not  for  a Captain.  So- 
phocles being  joint  Praetor  with  Pericles3  feeing  ac- 
cidentally a fine  Boy  pafs  by  : O ! what  a deli- 
cate Boy  is  that,  faid  he  : Ay,  that  were  a Prize, 
anfwered  Pericles , for  any  other  than  a Praetor, 
who  ought  not  only  to  have  his  Hands,  but  his 
Eyes  chafte  too.  Elius  Verus  the  Emperour,  an- 
fwered his  Wife,  who  reproach’d  him  with  his 
Love  to  other  Women,  That  he  did  it  upon  a 
confcientious  Account,  forafmuch  as  Marriage 
was  a Name  of  Honour  and  Dignity,  not  of 
wanton  and  lafcivious  Defire.  And  our  Eccle- 
fiaflical  Hiftory  preferves  the  Memory  of  that 
Woman  in  great  Veneration,  who  parted  from 
her  Husband,  becaufe  Ihe  would  not  comply 
with  his  indecent  and  inordinate  Defire.  In 
fine,  there  is  no  fo  juft  and  lawful  Pleafure, 
wherein  the  Intemperance  and  Excefs,  is  not  to 
be  condemn’d.  But,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  is  not 
Man  a molt  miferable  Creature  the  while  ? It 
is  fcarce,by  his  natural  Condition,  in  his  Power 
to  tafte  one  Pleafure  pure  and  entire  ; and  yet 
he  muft  be  contriving  Doctrines  and  Precepts, 
to  curtail  that  little  he  has  j he  is  not  yet  wretch- 
ed enough  unlels  by  Art  and  Study,  he  aug- 
ments his  own  Mifery. 

Fort  ana  miferas  auximus  arte  vias.  Pnptrt.  I 

We  with  Misfortune  ’gainft  our  felves  take  partj 1 6' 

And  our  own  Miferies  encreale  by  Art. 

Humane  Wifdom  makes  as  ill  ufe  of  her  Ta- 
lent, when  fhe  exercifes  it  in  refcinding  from 
the  Number  and  Sweetnefs  of  thofe  Pleafures, 

„ that  are  naturally  our  due,  as  Ibe  employs  it  fa- 
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vourably  and  well,  in  artificially  difguifing  and 
tricking  out  the  Ills  of  Life,  to  alleviate  the 
Senfe  of  them.  Had  I rul’d  the  Road,  I fhould 
have  taken  another,  and  more  natural  Courfe, 
which,  to  fay  the  Truth,  is  both  commodious 
* and  facred,  and  fhould  peradventure,  have  been 
able  to  have  limited  it  too.  Notwithftanding 
that  both  our  fpit  icual  and  corporal  Phyficians, 
as  by  Compad  betwixt  themfelves,  can  find  no 
other  Way  to  cure,  nor  other  Remedy  for  the 
infirmities  of  the  Body,  and  the  Soul,  than  what 
is  oft  times  worfe  than  the  Difeafe,  by  torment- 
ing us  more,  and  by  adding  to  our  Mifery  and 
Pain.  To  this  End  Watchings,  Fadings,  Hair- 
fhirts,  remote  and  folitary  Banifhments,  pepetu- 
al  Imprifonments,  Whips,  and  other  Affli<dions, 
have  been  introduc’d  amongft  Men  : But  fo, 
that  they  fhould  carry  a Sting  with  them,  and 
be  real  Affliftions  indeed,-  and  not  fall  out  fo, 
as  it  once  did  to  one  Gallio , who  having  been 
fent  an  Exile  into  the  Ifle  of  Lesbos , News  was 
not  long  after  brought  to  Rowe , that  he  there 
liv’d  as  merry  as  the  Day  was  long ; and  that 
what  had  beenenjoyn’d  him  for  a Penance,turn- 
ed  to  his  greateft  Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  : 
Whereupon  the  Senate  thought  fit  to  recal  him 
home  to  his  Wife  and  Family,  and  confine  him 
to  his  own  Houfe,  to  accommodate  their  Pu- 
nilhmcnt  to  his  Feeling  and  Apprehenfion.  For 
to  him  whom  Fading  would  make  more  Health- 
ful and  more  fpritely,  and  to  him  to  whofe  Pa- 
late Fifh  were  more  acceptable  than  Flefh,  it 
would  be  no  proper,  nor  fanative  Receipt  ,*  no 
more  than  in  the  other  fort  of  Phyfick,where]the 
Drugs  have  no  Effect  upon  him  who  fwallows 
them  with  Appetite  and  Pleafure.  The  Bitter- 
nefs  of  the  Potion,  and  the  Abhorrency  of  the 
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Patient,  are  neccffary  Circumftances  to  the  O- 
peration.  The  Mature  that  would  eat  Rhubarb 
like  butter’d  Turnips,  would  fruftrate  the  Ufa 
and  Virtue  of  it  ,•  it  mull  be  fomething  to  trou- 
ble and  dillurb  the  Stomach,  that  mult  purge 
and  cure  it : And  here  the  common  Rule,  that 
Things  are  cur’d  by  their  Contraries,  fails , for 
in  this,  one  111  is  cur’d  by  another.  This  Belief 
a little  refembles  that  other  fo  ancient  one,  of 
thinking  to  gratify  the  Gods  and  Nature  by 
Self-Murther  ^ an  Opinion  univerfally  once  re- 
ceiv’d in  all  Religions,  and  to  this  Day  retain’d 
in  fome.  For  in  thefe  latter  Times  wherein  our 
Fathers  liv’d,  Anuratb, at  the  taking  of  an  Ifibmus , 
immolated  fix  hundred  young  Greeks  to  his  Fa- 
ther’s Soul,  in  the  Nature  of  a propitiatory  Sa- 
crifice for  the  Sins  of  the  Deceafed.  And  in 
thofe  new  Countries  difeover’d  in  this  Age  of 
ours,  which  are  pure,  and  Virgins  yet,  in  Com- 
panion of  ours,  this  Pra&ice  is  in  fome  meafure 
every  where  receiv’d.  All  their  Idols  reek  with 
humane  Blood,  not  without  varioqs  Examples 
of  horrid  Cruelty.  Some  they  burn  alive,  and 
half  broil’d  take  them  off  the  Coals  to  tear  out 
their  Hearts  and  Entrails ; others  even  Women, 
they  fley  alive, and  with  their  bloody  Skins  cloath 
and  difguife  others.  Neither  are  we  without  great 
Examples  of  Conftancy  and  Refolution  in  this 
Affair:  The  poor  Souls  that  are  to  be  facrific’d,old 
Men,  Women,  and  Children,  going  fome  Days 
before  to  beg  Alms  for  the  Offering  of  their 
Sacrifice,  and  fo  finging  and  dancing,  prefent 
themfelves  to  the  Slaughter.  The  Ambaffadors 
of  the  King  of  Mexico , fetting  out  to  Fernando 
Cortez,  the  Power  and  Greatnels  of  their  Matter, 
after  having  told  him  that  he  had  thirty  Vaflals, 
of  which  eaqh  was  able  to  raife  an  hundred  thou- 
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fand  fighting  Men,  and  that  he  kept  his  Court 
in  the  faireft  and  belt  fortified  City  under  the 
Sun,  added  at  laft,  that  he  was  oblig’d  yearly  to 
offer  the  Gods  fifty  thoufand  Men.  And  it  is 
fconfidently  affirmed,  that  he  maintain’d  a conti- 
ntial  War  with  fome  potent  neighbouring  Nati- 
ons, hot  only  to  keep  the  young  Men  in  Exercife, 
but  principally,  to  have  wherewithal  to  furnifh 
his  Sacrifices  with  his  Prifonersof  War.  At  a cer- 
tain Town  in  another  Place,  for  the  Welcome  of 
the  faid  Cortez,  they  facrificed  fifty  Men  at  once. 
I will  tell  you  this  one  Tale  more,  and  I have 
done  ; fome  of  thefe  People  being  beaten  by  him, 
fent  to  compliment  him,  and  to  treat  with  him  of 
a Peace,  whofe  MeiTengers  carried  him  three 
forts  of  Prefents,  which  they  prefented  in  thefe 
Terms : Behold,  Lord,  here  are  five  Slaves,  if 
thou  beeft  a furious  God  that  feedeft  upon  Flefh 
and  Blood,  eat  thefe,  and  we  will  bring  thee 
more ; if  thou  beeft  an  affable  God,  behold 
here  Incenfe  and  Feathers  ; but  if  thou  beeft  a 
Man,  take  thefe  Fowls  and  thefe  Fruits,  that  we 
have  brought  thee. 


CHAP.  XXX. 

Of  Cannibals. 

WFIen  Tyrrhns  King  of  Epire  invaded  Italy, 
having  view’d  and  confider’d  the  Order 
of  the  Army,  the  Romans  fent  out  to  meet  him; 

I know  not,  faid  he,  what  kind  of  Barbarians  (for 
fo  the  Greeks  call’d  all  other  Nations)  thefe  may 
be  i but  the  Difcipline  of  this  Army  that  I fee, 
has  nothing  of  Barbarity  in  it.  As  mUch  faid 
the  Greeks  of  that  Flaminius  brought  into  their  1 
. Coun- 
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Country ; and  Philip  beholding  from  an  Emi- 
nence, the  Order  and  the  Diftribution  of  the 
Roman  Camp,  led  into  his  Kingdom  by  Publiut 
Sulpitius  Galba , fpake  to  the  fame  Effed.  By 
which  it  appears,  how  cautious  Men  ought  to 
be,  of  taking  Things  upon  Truft  from  vulgar 
Opinion,  and  that  we  are  to  judge  by  the  Eye 
of  Reafon,  and  not  from  common  Report.  I 
have  long  had  a Man  in  my  Houfe,  that  liv’d 
ten  or  twelve  Years  in  the  new  World  difcover’d 
in  thefe  latter  Days,  and  in  that  Part  of  it  where 
Velegaignon  landed,  which  he  call’d  Ahtartick 
France.  This  Difcovery  of  fo  vaft  a Country 
feems  to  be  of  very  great  Confideration  ; and 
we  are  not  fure,  that  hereafter  there  may  not 
be  another,  fo  many  wifer  Men  than  we  have 
been  deceiv’d  in  this.  1 am  afraid  our  Eyes  are 
bigger  than  our  Bellies,  and  that  we  have  more 
Curiofity  than  Capacity  ,•  for  we  grafp  at  all, 
but  catch  nothing  but  Air.  Plato  brings  in  So- 
lon, telling  a Story  that  he  had  heard  from  the 
Priefts  of  Sait  in  <ts£gypt,  that  of  old,  and  be- 
fore the  Deluge,  there  was  a great  Ifland  call’d 
Atlantis , fituate.  diredly  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Streight  of  Gibr alter , which  contain’d  more 
Ground,  than  both  of  Africk  and  Afia  put  toge- 
ther ; and  that  the  Kings  of  that  Country,  who 
not  onlypoffeft  that  Ifle,  but  extended  their  Do- 
minion fo  far  into  the  Continent , that  they  had 
a Country  as  large  as  Africk  to  tAEgypt,  and  as 
long  as  Europe  to  Tufcany , attempted  to  encroach 
even  upon  Afia,  and  to  fubjugate  all  the  Na- 
tions that  border  upon  the  Mediterranen  Sea,  as 
far  as  the  Gulph  of  Mare  Maggiore  ; and  to  that 
Effed  over- ran  all  Spain , the  Gauls,  and  Italy, 
fo  far, as  to  penetrate  into  Gr«ce,where  the  Athe- 
nians ftopt  the  Torrent  of  their  Arms : But 
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fome  time  after,  both  the  Athenians , they,  and 
their  Ifland,  were  fwallowed  by  the  Flood. 

It  is  very  likely,  that  this  violent  Irruption 
and  Inundation  of  Water,  made  a wonderful 
Change,  and  ftrange  Alteration  in  the  Habita- 
tions of  the  Earth  : As  ’tis  faid  that  the  Sea  then 
divided  Sicily  from  Italy  : 


Pirg.  JEn.  loCavi  quondam , waft  a convulfa  ruin  a, 
' DiJJiluiJJ'e  ferunt  : cum protinus  utraqut  tcUus , 

Una  foret. 


’Tis  faid  thofe  Places  by  th’  o’erbearing  Flood, 
Too  great  and  violent  to  be  withftood. 

Split,  and  was  thus  from  one  another  rent. 
Which  were  before  one  folid  Continent. 


Cyprus  from  Suria , the  Ifle  of  Negropcnt  from  the 
firm  Land  of  Boeotia ; and  elfewhere,  united 
Lands  that  were  feparate  before,  by  filling  up 
the  Channel  betwixt  them  with  Sand  and  Mud ; 

Horat.  in  Stereltfque  diu  palus , aptaquc  remis 

Art.  Poet.  ytc-Mas  uryis  grave  fentit  aratrum. 

Where  fteril  remigable  Marlhes,  now 

Feed  neighb’ring  Cities,  and  admit  the  Plough. 

But  there  is  no  great  Appearance,  that  this  Iile 
was  this  new  World  fo  lately  difeover’d  ; For 
that  almoft  touche  upon  Spain , and  it  were  an 
incredible  Effeft  of  an  Inundation,  to  have 
tumbled  fo  prodigious  a Mafs  above  twelve-hun- 
dred Leagues : Befides  that  our  modern  Navi- 
gators have  already  almoft  difeover’d  it  to  be  no 
Ifland,  but  firm  Land,  and  Continent,  with  the 
Eafi-InJies  on  the  one  fide,  and  with  the  Land 
under  the  two  Poles  on  two  others ; or  if  it  be 
; , feparate 
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feparate  from  them,  ’tis  by  fo  narrow  a Streight, 
and  fo  inconfiderable  a Channel,  that  it  never 
the  more  deferves  the  Name  of  an  Ifland  for 
that.  It  ffiould  feem,  that  in  this  great  Body, 
there  are  two  forts  of  Motions,  the  one  natural, 
and  the  other  febrifick,  as  there  are  in  ours. 

When  I confider  the  Impreffion  that  our  River 
of  Dordoigne  has  made  in  my  Time,  on  the  right 
Bank  of  its  Defcenr,  and  that  in  twenty  Years 
it  has  gain’d  fo  much,  and  undermin’d  the  Foun- 
dations of  fo  many  Houfes,  I perceive  it  to  be 
an  extraordinary  Agitation:  For  had  it  always 
follow’d  this  Courfe,  or  were  hereafter  to  do  it, 
the  Profpeft  of  the  World  would  be  totally 
chang’d.  But  Rivers  alter  their  Courfe,  fome- 
times  beating  againft  the  one  fide,  and  fome- 
times  the  other,  and  fometimes  quietly  keeping 
the  Channel,  I do  not  fpeak  of  fudden  Inun- 
dations, the  Caufes  of  which  every  Body  un- 
derftands.  In  Medoc,  by  the  Sea-lhore,  the  Sieur 
d'  Arfac  my  Brother,  fees  an  Eftate,  he  had  there, 
buried  under  the  Sands  which  the  Sea  vomits 
before  it : where  the  Tops  of  fome  Houfes  are 
yet  to  be  feen,  and  where  his  Rents  and  Reve- 
nues are  converted  into  pitiful  barren  Pafturage. 

The  Inhabitants  of  which  Place  affirm.  That 
of  late  Years  the  Sea  has  driven  fo  vehemently 
upon  them,  that  they  have  loft  above  four 
Leagues  of  Land.  Thefe  Sands  are  her  Harbin- 
gers. And  we  now  fee  great  Heaps  of  moving 
Sand,  that  march  half  a League  before  her. 

The  other  Teftimony  from  Antiquity,  to 
which  fome  would  apply  this  Difcovery  of  the 
new  World,  is  in  Ariftotle;  at  leaft,  if  that  lit- 
tle Book  of  unheard  of  Miracles  be  his.  He 
there  tells  us.  That  certain  Carthaginians,  having 
croft  the  Atlantick  Sea  without  the  Streight  of 
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Gibralter , and  failed  a very  long  Time,  difco- 
ver’d  at  laft  a great  and  fruitful  Ifland,  all  co- 
ver’d over  with  Wood,  and  water’d  with  feveral 
broad  and  deep  Rivers ; far  remote  from  all  firm 
Land,  and  that  they,  and  others  after  them,  al- 
lur’d by  the  Pleafantnefs  and  Fertility  of  the 
Soil,  went  thither  with  their  Wives  and  Chil- 
dren, and  began  to  plant  a Colony  : But  the 
Senate  of  Carthage  vifibly  perceiving  their  Peo- 
ple by  little  and  little  to  grow  thin,  iflu’d  out 
an  exprefs  Prohibition,  That  no  one,  upon  Pain 
of  Death,  fiiould  transport  themfelves  thither  ; 
and  alfo  drove  out  thefe  new  Inhabitants ; fear- 
ing, ’tis  faid,  left  in  Procefs  of  Time,  they  Ihould 
To  multiply,  as  to  fupplant  themfelves,  and 
ruine  their  State.  But  this  Relation  of  Art - 
ftotle  s,  does  no  more  agree  with  our  new  found 
Lands,  than  the  other.  This  Man  that  I have  is 
a plain  ignorant  Fellow,  and  therefore  the  more 
likely  to  tell  Truth  : For  your  better  bred  fort 
of  Men,  are  much  more  curious  in  their  Obfer- 
vation,  ’tis  true,  and  dffcovera  great  deal  more, 
but  then  they  glofs  upon  it,  and  to  give  the 
greater  Weight  to  what  they  deliver,  and  allure 
your  Belief,  they  cannot  forbear  a little  to  alter 
the  Story  : They  never  reprefent  Things  to  you 
fimply  as  they  are,  but  rather  as  they  appear’d 
to  them,  or  as  they  would  have  them  appear  to 
you,  and  to  gain  the  Reputation  of  Men  of 
Judgment,  and  the  better  to  induce  your  Faith, 
are  willing  to  help  out  the  Bufinefs  with  fome- 
thing  more  than  is  really  true,  of  their  own 
. Invention.  Now  in  this  Cafe  we  fhould  either 
have  a Man  of  irreproachable  Veracity,  or  fo 
fimple,  that  he  has  not  wherewithal  to  contrive 
and  to  give  a Colour  of  Truth  to  falfe  Relations, 
and  that  can  have  no  Ends  in  forging  an  Un- 
truth. 
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truth.  Such  a one  is  mine ; and  befides,  the 
little  Sufpicion  the  Man  lies  under,  he  has  di- 
vers times  fhew’d  me  feveral  Seamen  and  Mer- 
chants, that  at  the  fame  time  went  the  fame 
Voyage.  I lhall  therefore  content  my  felf  with 
his  Information,  without  enquiring  what  the 
Cofmographers  fay  to  the  Bufinefs.  We  fhould 
have  Maps  to  trace  out  to  us  the  particular  Pla- 
ces where  they  have  been ; but  for  having  had 
this  Advantage  over  us,  to  have  feen  the  Holy 
Land,  they  would  have  the  Privilege  forfooth, 
to  tell  us  Stories  of  all  the  other  Parts  of  the 
World  befides.  I would  have  every  one  write 
what  he  knows,  and  as.much  as  he  knows,  but 
no  more  ,-  and  that  not  in  this  only,  but  in  all 
other  Subjects:  For  fuch  a Perfon  may  have 
fome  particular  Knowledge  and  Experience  of 
the  Nature  of  fuch  a River ; or  fuch  a Foun- 
tain, that  as  to  other  things,  knows  no  more, 
than  what  every  Body  does,  and  yet  to  keep  a 
Clutter  with  this  little  Pittance  of  his,  will  un- 
dertake to  write  the  whole  Body  of  Phyficks  ; 

A Vice  from  whence  great  Inconveniences  de- 
rive their  Original. 

Now,  to  return  to  my  Subject,  I find  that 
there  is  nothing  barbarous  and  favage  in  this  Na- 
tion, by  any  thing  that  I can  gather,  excepting. 

That  every  one  gives  the  Title  of  Barbarity  to 
every  Thing  that  is  not  in  ufe  in  his  own  Coun- 
try : As  indeed  we  have  no  other  Level  of  Truth 
and  Reafon,  than  the  Example  and  Idea  of  the 
Opinions  and  Cuftomsof  the  Place  wherein  we 
live.  There  is  always  the  true  Religion,  there 
the  perfect  Government,  and.  the  moft  exact 
and  accomplilh’d  Ufance  of  all  Things.  They 
are  Savages  at  the  fame  rate,  that  we  fay 
Fruits  are  wild,  which  Nature  produces  of  her 
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felf,  and  by  her  own  ordinary  Progrefs  ,•  where- 
as in  Truth,  we  ought  rather  to  call  thofe 
wild,  whofe  Natures  we  have  chang’d  by  our 
Artifice,  and  diverted  from  the  common  Order. 
In  thofe,  the  genuine,  moft  ufeful  and  natural 
Vertues  and  Properties,  are  vigorous  and  fprite- 
ly,  which  we  have  help’d  to  degenerate  in 
thefe,  by  accommodating  them  to  the  Pleafure 
of  our  own  corrupted  Palate.  And  yet  for  all 
this,  our  Tafte  confeffes  a Flavour  and  Delica- 
cy, excellent  even  to  Emulation  of  the  bell  of 
ours,  in  feveral  Fruits  thofe  Countries  abound 
with,  without  Art  or  Culture ; neither  is  it 
reafonable,  that  Art  Ihould  gain  the  Pre-emi-  ’ 
nence  of  our  great  and  powerful  Mother  Na- 
ture. We  have  fo  opprefs’d  her  with  the  addi- 
tional Ornaments  and  Graces,  we  have  added 
to  the  Beauty  and  Riches  of  her  own  Works  by 
our  Inventions,  that  we  have  almoft  fmother’d 
and  choak'd  her ; and  yet  in  other  Places, where 
Ihe  Ihines  in  her  own  Purity,  and  proper  Luftre, 
ihe  ftrangely  baffiles  and  difgraces  all  our  vain 
and  frivolous  Attempts. 

Proptrt.  1.  Et  'ueniunt  bedtrtc  fpontt  fua  melius, 
j.  EU.  2.  Sur git  dr  in  folts  formojior  arbutus  antris , 

Et  volucres  nulla  dulcius  arte  canunt. 

The  Tvy  beft  fpontaneoufly  does  thrive, 

Th’  Arbutus  beft  in  fhady  Caves  does  live, 

And  Birds  in  their  wild  Notes,  their  Throats  do 

(ftretch 

With  greater  Art,  than  Art  it  felf  can  teach. 

Our  utmoft  endeavours  cannot  arrive  at  fo 
much  as  to  imitate  the  Nell  of  the  lead  of  Birds, 
its  Contexture,  Queintnefs  and  Convenience  : 

Not 
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Not  fo  much  as  the  Web  of  a contemptible 
Spider.  All  things,  fays  Plato , are  produc’d  ei- 
ther by  Nature,  by  Fortune,  or  by  Art  ; the 
greatelt  and  moft  beautiful  by  the  one,  or  the 
other  of,  the  former,  the  leaft  and  the  moft  im- 
perfe<ft  by  the  laft.  . Thefe  Nations  then  feem  to 
me  to  be  fo  far  Barbarous,  as  having  receiv’d 
but  very  little  form  and  fafhion  from  Art  and 
Human  Invention,  and  conlequently,  not  much 
remote  from  their  Original  Simplicity.  The 
Laws  of  Nature  however  govern  them  ftill,  not 
as  yet  much  vitiated  with  any  mixture  of  ours: 

But  in  fuch  Purity,  that  I am  fometimes  trou- 
bled we  were  no  l'ooner  acquainted  with  thefe 
People,  and  that  they  were  not  difcovered  in 
thole  better  times,  when  there  were  Men  much 
more  able  to  judge  of  them,  than  we  are.  I am 
forry  that  Lycurgus  and  Plato  had  no  knowledge 
of  them ; for  to  my  Apprehenfion,  what  we 
now  fee  in  thofe  Natives,  does  not  only  furpafs 
all  the  Images  with  which  the  Poets  have  a- 
dorn’d  the  Golden  Age,  and  all  their  Inventions 
in  feigning  a Happy  Eftate  of  Man  - but  more- 
over, the  Fancy,  and  even  the  Wife  and  Defire 
of  Philofophy  it  felf ; fo  Native,  and  fo  pure  a 
Simplicity,  as  we  by  Experience  fee  to  be  in 
them,  could  never  enter  into  their  Imagination, 
nor  could  they  ever  believe  that  Human  Society 
could  have  been  maintained  with  fo  little  Arti- 
fice ; Ihould  I tell  Plato  that  it  is  a Nation  where- 
in there  is  no  manner  of  Traffick,  no  know- 
ledge of  Letters,  no  Science  of  Numbers,  no 
Name  of  Magiftrate,  nor  Politick  Superiority  • 
no  ufe  of  Service,  Riches  or  Poverty,  no  Con- 
trads,  no  Succeffions,  no  Dividends,  no  Pro- 
prieties, no  Employments,  but  thofe  of  Leifure, 
no  refpedt  of  Kindred,  but  common,  noCloath- 
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ing,  no  Agriculture,  no  Metal,  no  ufe  of  Cora 
or  Wine,  and  where  fo  much  as  the  very  words 
that  fignifie,  Lying,  Treachery,  Diflimulation, 
Avarice,  Envy,  Detraction,  and  Pardon,*  were 
never  heard  of : How  much  would  he  find  his 
Imaginary  Republick  fhort  of  his  Perfection  ? 


Virg.  Hos  natura  mo  Jos  primum  it  Jit. 

Geerg.  2. 

Thefe  were  the  Manners  firft  by  Nature  taught. 

As  to  the  reft,  they  Live  in  a Country,  beau- 
tiful and  pleafant  to  a Miracle,  and  fo  Tempe- 
rate withal,  as  my  Intelligence  informs  me,  that 
*tis  very  rare  to  hear  of  a fick  Perfon,  and  they 
moreover  allure  me,  that  they  never  faw  any  of 
the  Natives,either  Paraly  tick,  Bleareyed,  Tooth- 
lefs,  or  Crooked  with  Age.  The  fituation  of 
their  Country  is  all  along  by  the  Sea  Ihoar,  and 
enclos’d  on  the  other  fide  towards  the  Land, 
with  great  and  high  Mountains,  having  about 
a Hundred  Leagues  in  breadth  between.  They 
have  great  ftore  of  Fifh  and  Flelh,  that  have  no 
refemblance  to  thole  of  ours : which  they  Eat 
without  any  other  Cookery,  than  plain  Boiling, 
Roafting,  and  Broiling.  The  firft  that  carried 
a Horfe  thither,  though  in  feveral  other  Voya- 
ges he  had  contracted  an  Acquaintance  and  Fa- 
miliarity with  them,  put  them  into  fo  terrible  a 
Fright,  that  they  kill’d  him  with  their  Arrows 
before  they  could  come  to  difcover  who  he  was. 
Their  Buildings  are  very  long,  and  of  Capacity 
to  hold  Two  or  Three  hundred  People,  made  of 
the  Barks  of  tall  Trees,  rear’d  with  one  end  up- 
on the  Ground,  and  leaning  to,  and  fupporting 
one  another,  at  the  top,  like  fome  of  our  Barns, 
of  which  the  Covering  hangs  down  to  the  very 
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Ground,  and  ferves  for  the  fide  Walls,  They 
have  Wood  fo  hard,  that  they  cleave  it  into 
Swords,  and  make  Grills  of  it  to  broil  their 
Meat.  Their  Beds  are  of  Cotton,  hung  Twing- 
ing in  the  Roof,  like  our  Seamens  Hammocks, 
for  every  one  one,  for  the  Wives  lie  apart  from 
their  Husbands.  They  rife  with  the  Sun,  and  fo 
foon  as  they  are  up,  Eat  for  all  Day,  for  they 
have  no  more  Meals  but  that : They  do  not  then 
Drink,  (as  Suidas  reports  of  fome  other  People 
pf  the  Eajl,  that  never  Drink  at  their  Meals,) 
but  Drink  very  often  all  Day  after,  and  fome- 
times  to  a roufing  pitch.  Their  Drink  is  made 
pf  a certain  Root,  and  is  of  the  Colour  of  our 
Claret ; which  they  never  Drink  but  Luke- 
warm. It  will  keep  above  two  or  three  Days, 
has  a quick  Taft,  is  nothing  Heady,  but  yery 
comfortable  tp  the  Stomach,  loofning  to  Stran- 
gers, and  a very  pleafant  Beverage  toluch  as  are 
us’d  to  it.  They  make  ufe  inftead  of  Bread,  of 
a certain  White  Matter,  like  Coriander  Comfits 
I have  tafted  of  it,  the  taft  is  fweet,  and  a little 
flat.  All  the  whole  Day  is  fpent  in  Dancing. 

Their  Young  Men  go  a Hunting  after  Wild 
Beads  wich  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  one  part  of 
their  Women  are  employ’d  in  preparing  their 
Drink  the  while,  which  is  their  chief  Employ-  • 
ment.  There  are  fome  of  their  Old  Men,  whp 
in  the  Morning  before  they  fall  to  Eating  Preach 
to  the  whole  Family,  as  they  walk  to  and  again 
from  the  one  end  of  the  Houfe  to  the  other,  fe- 
yeral  times  repeating  the  fame  Sentence,  tity 
they  have  finifh’d  their  turn,  (for  their  Houfes 
are  at  leaft  a Hundred  Yards  long,)  Valour  to- 
wards their  Enemies,  and  Love  towards  their 
Wives,  being  the  two  Heads  of  his  Difcourfe, 

^ever  failing  in  the  clofe,  to  put  them  in  mind, 
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that  they  have  fo  much  the  greater  Obligation 
to  it,  becaufe  they  provide  them  their  Drink 
warm,  and  well  order’d-  The  faftrion  of  their 
Beds,  Ropes,  Swords,  and  Wooden  Bracelets, 
they  tie  about  their  Wrifts,  when  they  go  to 
Fight,  and  great  Canes  boar’d  hollow  at  one 
end,  by  the  found  of  which  they  keep  the  Ca- 
dence of  their  Dances,  are  ro  be  feen  in  feveral 
Places,  and  amonglf  others,  at  my  Houfe.  They 
(have  all  their  hairy  parts,  and  much  more  neat- 
ly than  we,  without  other  Razor,  than  one  of 
Wood,  or  of  Stone.  They  believe  the  Immor- 
tality of  the  Soul,  and  thatthofe  who  have  Me- 
rited well  of  the  Gods,  are  Lodg’d  in  that  part 
of  Heaven  where  the  Sun  rifes,*  and  the  Accur- 
fedin  the  Weft.  They  have  I know  not  what 
kind  of  Priefts,  and  Prophets,  tlat  very  rarely 
prefent  themfelves  to  rhe  People,  having  their 
abode  in  the  Mountains.  At  their  arrival  there 
is  a great  Feaft,  and  folemn  Affembly  of  many 
Villages  made  : that  is  all  the  Neighbouring  Fa- 
milies, for  every  Houfe,  as  I have  defcrib’d  it, 
makes  a Village,  and  are  about  a French  League 
diftanc  from  one  another.  This  Prophet  de- 
claims to  them  in  publick,  exhorting  them  to 
Vertue,  and  their  Duty  : But  all  their  Ethicks 
• are  terminated  in  thefe  two  Articles,  of  Refolu- 
tionin  War,  and  Affection  to  their  Wives.  This 
alfo  prophefies  to  them  Events  to  come,  and 
the  Iffues  they  are  to  exped  from  their  Enter- 
prifes,  prompts  them  to,  or  diverts  them  from 
War : But  let  him  look  to’t  ; for  if  he  fail  in 
his  Divination,  and  any  thing  happen  other- 
wife,  than  he  has  foretold,  he  is  cut  into  a 
thoufand  Pieces,  if  he  be  caught,  and  Con- 
demn'd for  a falfe  Prophet ; and  for  that  rea- 
fon,  if  any  of  them  finds  himfelf  miftaken,  he 
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is  no  more  to  be  heard  of.  Divination  is  a gift 
of  God,  and  therefore  to  abufe  it.  ought  to  be 
a punifhable  Impofture.  Amongft  the  Scythians, 
where  their  Diviners  fail’d  in  the  promis’d  Ef- 
fete, they  were  laid,  bound  Hand  and  Foot, 
* upon  Carts  loaden  with  Furs  and  Bavins,  and 
drawn  with  Oxen,  on  which  they  were  burnt  to 
Death.  Such  as  only  meddle  with  things  fub- 
jedt  to  the  Conduct  of  Human  Capacity,  are 
excuiable  in  doing  the  beft  they  can  : But  thofe 
other  fort  of  People  that  come  to  delude  us, 
with  Aflurances  of  an  extraordinary  Faculty, 
beyond  our  Underftanding,  ought  they  not  to 
be  puni!h’d,  when  they  do  not  make  good  the 
effed  of  their  Promife,  and  for  the  temerity  of 
their  Impofture  ? They  have  continual  War 
with  the  Nations  that  live  further  within  the 
main  Land,  beyond  their  Mountains,  to  which 
they  go  Naked,  and  without  other  Anns,  than 
their  Bows,  and  Wooden-Swords,  fafhion’d  at 
one  end  like  the  head  of  a Javelin.  The  Ob- 
Hinacy  of  their  Battels  is  wonderful,  and  never 
end  without  great  effufion  of  Blood  : For  as  to 
running  away,  they  know  not  what  it  is.  Every 
one  for  a Trophy  brings  home  the  Head  of  an 
Enemy  he  has  kill’d,  which  he  fixes  over  the 
Door  of  his  Houfe.  After  hayjng  a long  time 
treated  their  Prifoners  very  well,  and  given 
them  all  the  Regalia’s  they  can  think  of,  he  to 
whom  the  Prifoner  belongs,  invites  a great  Af- 
fembly  of  his  Kindred  and  Friends,  who  being 
come,  he  ties  a Rope  to  one  of  the  Arms  of  the 
Prifoner,  of  which,  at  a diftance,  out  of  his 
reach,  he  holds  the  one  end  himfelf  and  gives 
to  the  Friend  he  loves  beft,  the  other  Arm  to 
hold  after  the  fame  manner ; which  being  done, 
they  two  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  Aflembly, 
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difpatch  him  with  their  Swords.  After  that, 
they  Roaft  him,  Eat  him  amongft  them,  and  fend 
fome  Chops  to  their  abfent  Friends,  which  ne- 
verthelefs  they  do  not  do,  as  fome  think,  for 
Nourifhment,  as  the  Scythians , anciently  did,  » 
but  as  a Reprefentation  of  an  extream  Revenge  ; 
as  will  appear  by  this,  That  having  obferv  d the 
Portugal sy  who  were  in  League  with  their  Ene- 
mies, to  inflid  another  fort  of  Death  upon  any 
of  them  they  took  Prifoners : Which  was,  to  fet 
them  up  to  the  Girdle  in  the  Earth,  to  (hoot  at 
the  remaining  part  till  it  was  (tuck  full  of  Ar- 
rows, and  then  to  hang  them  : ,-They  that 
thought  thofe  People  of  tire  other  World,  (as 
thofe  who  had  fown  the  knowledge  of  a great 
many  Vices  amongft  their  Neighbours,and  who 
were  much  greater  Matters  in  all  forts  of  Mif- 
chief  than  they,)  did  not  exercife  this  fort  of 
Revenge  without  Myftery,  and  that  it  mutt 
needs  be  more  painful  than  theirs  ; and  fo  began 
to  leave  their  old  Way,  and  to  follow  this.^  I am  „ 
not  forry  that  we  ftiould  here  take  notice  of 
the  Barbarous  Horror  of  fo  Cruel  an  Adtion, 
but  that  feeing  fo  clearly  into  their  Faults,  we 
dhould  be  fo  blind  in  our  own:  For  I conceive, 
there  is  more  Barbarity  in  eating  a Man  alive, 
than  when  he  is  dead;  in  tearing  a Body  Limb 
from  Limb,  by'Racks  and  Torments,  thatisyet 
in  perfedt  Senfe,  in  roafting  it  by  degrees,  cau- 
fing  it  to  be  bit  and  worried  by  Dogs  and  Swine, 

(as  we  have  not  only  read,  but  lately  feen  j,  not 
afnbngft  inveterate  and  mortal  Enemies,  but 
Neighbours,  and  fellow  Citizens,  and  which  is 
Wdrfe,  under  colour  of  Piety  and  Religion,) 
than  to  Roaft,  and  Eat  him  after  he  is  Deadr 
jCb rffirfus,  and  Zeno , the  two  Heads  of  the  Stoi- 
cal SedL  were  of  Opinion,  That  there  was  no 
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hurt  in  making  ufe  of  our  dead  Carcaffes,  in 
what  kind  foever,  for  our  Neceflity,  and  in 
feeding  upon  them  too;  as  our  Anceftors,  who 
being  befieg’d  by  Cefar  in  the  City  Alexia , re- 
folv’d  to  fuftain  the  Famine  of  the  Siege  with 
the  Bodies  of  their  old  Men,  Women,  and  o- 
ther  Perfons,  who  were  incapable  of  bearing 
Arms. 

Vaf cones  ( fatr.a  eft  ) alimentis  talibns  u(iy  Juvenal 

1‘roduxere  animus.  Sat.  1 5; 

’Tis  faid,  the  Gafcons  with  fuch  Meats  as  thefe. 

In  time  of  Siege  their  Hunger  did  appeafe. 

And  the  Piiyficians  make  no  Bones  of  em- 
ploying it  to  all  forts  of  ufe,  that  is,  either  to 
apply  it  outwardly,  or  to  give  it  inwardly  for  the 
health  of  the  Patient : but  there  never  was  any 
Opinion  fo  irregular,  as  to  excufe  Treachery, 
Difloyalty,  Tyranny  and  Cruelty,  which  are 
our  familiar  Vices.  We  may  then  call  thefe 
.People  Barbarous,  in  refpedt  to  the  Rules  of 
Reafon  : but  not  in  refped  to  our  felves,  who 
in  all  forts  of  Barbarity  exceed  them.  Their 
Wars  are  throughout  Noble  and  Generous,  and 
carry  as  much  Excufe  and  fair  Pretence,  as  their 
Human  Difeafe  is  capable  of  ,*  having  with  them 
no  other  Foundation,  than  the  foie  Jealoufie  of 
Vertue.  Their  Difputes  are  not  for  the  Conqueft 
of  new  Lands,  thofe  they  already  polfefs,  being 
fo  fruitful  by  Nature,  as  to  fupply  them  without 
Labour  or  Concern,  with  all  things  neceifary, 
in  fuch  abundance,  that  they  have  no  need  to 
enlarge  their  Borders.  And  they  are  moreo- 
ver happy  in  this,  that  they  only  covet  fo  much 
as  their  natural  Neceflities  require  : all  beyond 
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that  is  fuperfluous  to  them : Men  of  the  fame 
Age  generally  call  one  another  Brothers,  thofe 
who  are  younger.  Sons  and  Daughters,  and 
the  old  Men  are  Fathers  to  all.  Thefe  leave 
to  their  Heirs  in  common  this  full  Poffeflion  of 
Goods,  without  any  manner  of  Divifion,  or 
other  Title,  than  what  Nature  beftows  upon  her 
Creatures,  in  bringing  them  into  the  World.  If 
their  Neighbours  pafs  over  the  Mountains,  and 
come  to  aflault  them,  and  obtain  a Vi&ory,  all 
the  Vidors  gain  by  it  is  Glory  only,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  prov’d  themfelves  the  better 
in  Valour  and  Vertue:  for  they  never  meddle 
with  the  Goods  of  the  Conquer’d,  butprefently 
return  into  their  own  Country,  where  they 
have  no  want  of  any  thing  neceffary ; nor  of 
this  greateft  of  all  Goods,  to  know  happily  how 
to  enjoy  their  Condition,  and  to  be  Content. 
And  thefe  in  turn  do  the  fame.  They  demand 
of  their  Prifoners  no  other  Ranfom,  than  ac- 
knowledgment that  they  are  overcome : But 
there  is  not  one  found  in  an  Age,  who  will  ra- 
ther not  choofe  to  die,  than  make  fuch  a Con» 
feflton,  or  either  by  Word  or  Look,  recede  from . 
the  entire  Grandeur  of  an  invincible  Couragi. 
There  is  not  a Man  amongft  them,  who  had  not 
rather  be  kill’d  and  eaten,  than  fo  much  as  to 
open  his  Mouth  to  entreat  he  may  not.  They 
ufe  them  with  all  Liberality  and  Freedom,  to 
the  end  their  Lives  may  be  fo  much  the  dearer 
to  them  : but  frequently  entertain  them  with- 
al with  Menaces  of  their  approaching  Death, 
of  the  Torments  they  are  to  luffer,  of  the  Pre- 
parations are  making  in  order  to  it,  of  the  mang- 
ling their  Limbs,  and  of  the  Feaft'is  to  be  made, 
where  their  Carcaffes  is  to  be  the  only  Difli.  All 
which  they  do,  to  no  other  end,  but  only  to 
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extort  fome  gentle  or  fubmiffive  word  from 
them,  or  to  fright  them  fo  as  to  make  them  run 
away;  to  obtain  this  Advantage,  that  they  were 
terrified,  and  that  their  Conltancy  was  fhaken ; 
and  indeed,  if  rightly  taken,  it  is  in  this  Point 
only,  that  a true  Vi&ory  does  confilt. 

* Vi&oria  nulla  eft , Claud,  in 

Quam  qua  cenfefj'os  animo  qucque  fubjugat  boftes.  PatteUr' 

No  Vi&ory  can  be  entire,  and  true  ; 

But  what  does  Minds,  as  well  as  Limbs  fubdue. 

The  Hungarians,  a very  Warlike  People,  ne- 
ver pretended  further  than  to  reduce  the  Enemy 
to  their  Difcretion ; for  having  forc’d  this  Con- 
feffion  from  them,  they  let  them  go  without  In- 
jury, or  Ranfom,  excepting,  at  the  molt,  to 
make  them  engage  their  word,  never  to  bear 
Arms  againft  them  again.  We  have  feveral  Ad- 
vantages over  our  Enemies  that  are  borrowed, 
and  not  truly  our  own  ; ’tis  the  quality  of  a Por- 
ter, and  no  effe&  of  Vertue  to  have  ftronger 
Arms  and  Legs,  ’tis  a Dead  and  Corporeal  qua- 
lity to  be  A&ive,  tis  an  Exploit  of  Fortune  to 
make  our  Enemy  {fumble,  or  to  dazle  him  with 
the  Light  ofthe  Sun ; ’tis  a Trick  of  Science  and 
Art,  and  that  may  happen  in  a mean  bale  "Fel- 
low, to  be  a good  Fencer.  TbeEftimate  and 
Valour  of  a Man  confiftin  the  Heart,  and  in 
the  Will,  there  his  true  Honour  Lives.  Valour 
is  Stability,  not  of  Legs  and  Arms,  but  of  the 
Courage,  and  the  Soul ; it  does  not  lie  in  the 
valour  of  our  Horfe,  or  our  Arms,  but  in  our 
own.  He  that  falls  obftinate  in  his  Courage, 

Si  fucciderit  de  genu  pugnat.  If  his  Legs  fail  him,  femes 
Fight  upon  his  Knees.  He  who  for  any  danger  of 
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apparent  Death,  abates  nothing  of  his  aflurancej 
who  Dying,  does  yet  dart  at  his  Enemy  a fierce 
and  difdainful  Look,  is  overcome  not  by  us,  but 
by  Fortune ; he  is  Kill’d,  not  Conquer’d  ,•  the 
moft  Valiant,  are  fometimes  the  molt  Unfortu- 
nate. There  are  alfo  Defeats  Triumphant  to 
Emulation  of  Vi&ories.  Neither  durft  thofe 
four  Sifter-Vitftories,  the  faireft  the  Sun  ever 
beheld,  of  Salamis,  Platea , Mical  and  Sicily , e- 
ver  oppofe  all  their  united  Glories,  to  the  fingle 
Glory  of  the  Difcomfiture  of  King  Leonidas,  and 
his  Army  at  the  Pafs  of  Thermopylae.  Who  ever 
ran  with  a more  glorious  Delire,  and  greater 
Ambition,  to  the  wining,  than  the  Captain 
Hfcholas  to  the  certain  lofs  of  a Battle  ? Who  could 
have  found  out  a more  fubtle  Invention  to  fe- 
Cure  his  Safety,  than  he  did  to  allure  his  Ruine  ? 
He  was  fet  to  defend  a certain  Pafs  of  Peloponne- 
ftti  againft  the  Arcadians , which,  confidering  the 
nature  of  the  Place,  and  the  inequality  of  For- 
ces, finding  it  utterly  impoflible  for  him  to  do, 
and  concluding  that  all  who  were  prefented  to 
the  Enemy,  muft  certainly  be  left  upon  the 
Place  ; and  on  the  other  fide,  reputing  it  un- 
Worthy  of  his  own  Vertue,  and  Magnanimity, 
land  of  the  Lacedemonian  Name,  to  fail  in  any 
^art  of  his  Duty,  he  chofe  a mean  betwixt  thefe 
two  Extreams,  after  this  manner ; the  Young- 
eft  and  moft  Atftive  of  his  Men,  he  would  pre- 
ferVe  for  the  Service  and  Defence  of  their  Coun- 
try, and  therefore  fent  them  back  j and  with 
bhe  reft,  whofe  lofs  would  be  of  lefs  Confidera- 
^ion,  he  refolv’d  to  make  good  the  Pafs,  and 
with  the  Death  of  them,  to  make  the  Enemy 
buy  their  Entry  aSdear  as  poflibly  he  could  : as 
St  alfo  fell  out,  for  being  prefently  environ’d 
bn  all  fides  by  the  Aleutians  s after  having  made 
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a great  Slaughter  of  tKe  Enemy,  he  and  his 
were  all  cut  in  pieces.  Is  there  any  Trophy  de- 
dicated to  the  Conquerors,  which  is  not  much 
more  due  to  thofe  who  were  overcome  ? The 
part  that  true  Conquering  is  to  play,  lies  in  the 
Encounter,  not  in  the  coming  off's  and  the  Ho- 
nour of  Vertue  confifts  in  Fighting,  not  in  Sub- 
duing. 

But  to  retiirn  to  my  Storys  thefe  Prifoners  are 
fo  far  from  difcovering  the  leaft  Weaknefs,  for 
all  the  Terrors  can  be  reprefented  to  them,that, 
bn  the  Contrary,  during  the  two  or  three  Months, 
that  they  are  kept,  they  always  appear  with  a 
chearful  Countenance ; importune  their  Matters 
to  make  haft  to  bring  them  to  the  Teft,  Defie, 
Rail  at  them,  and  Reproach  them  with  Cowar- 
dize,  and  the  number  of  Battels  they  have  loft 
againft  thofe  of  their  Country.  I have  a Song 
made  by  one  of  thefe  Prifoners,  wherein  he  bids 
them  come  all , and  Dine  upon  him,  and  welcome,  for 
they  Jhall  withal  eat  their  own  Fathers , and  Grand- 
fathers, whofe  Flejh  has  ferv’d  to  feed  and  nourijh 
him.  Thofe  Mufcles , fays  he,  this  Flejh,  and  thefe 
Veins , are  your  own  : Poor  filly  Souls  as  you  are,  you 
little  think  that  the  Subfiance  of  your  Ancefiors  Limbs 
is  here  yet : but  mind  as  you  eat,  and  you  will  find 
in  it  the  Tajl  of  your  own  Flejh  : In  which  Song 
there  is  to  be  obferv’d,  an  Invention  that  does 
nothing  relifii  of  the  Barbarian.  Thofe  that 
paint  thefe  People  dying  after  this  manner,  re- 
prefent  the  Prifoner  fpitting  in  the  faces  of  his 
Executioners,  and  making  at  them  a wry  Mouth. 
And  *cis  moft  certain,  that  to  the  very  laft  gafp, 
they  never  ceafe  to  Brave  and  Defie  them  both 
in  Word  and  Gefture.  In  plain  truth,  thefe 
Men  are  very  Savage  in  comparifon  of  us,  and 
tof  neceflity,  they  muft  either  be  abfolutely  fo, 
> » or 


Digitized  by  Google 


$oo 


Montaigne’s  EJfays 


Book  I. 


or  elfe  we  are  Savager  : for  there  is  a vaft  diffe- 
rence betwixt  their  Manners,  ,and  ours. 

The  Men  there  have  feveral  Wives,  and  fo 
much  the  greater  Number,  by  how  much  they 
have  the  greater  Reputation  and  Valour,  and 
it  is  one  very  remarkable  Vertue  their  Women 
have,  that  the  fame  Endeavour  our  Wives  have 
to  hinder  and  divert  us  from  the  Friendffiip  and 
Familiarity  of  other  Women,  thofe  employ  to 
promote  their  Husbands  Defires,-  and  to  pro- 
cure them  many  Spoufes  ,*  for  being  above  all 
things  follicitous  of  their  Husbands  Honour,  ’tis 
their  chiefeft  care  to  feek  out,  and  to  bring  in 
the  moft  Companions  they  can,  forafmuch  as  it 
is  a Teftiniony  of  their  Husbands  Vertue.  I 
know  raoft  of  ours  will  cry  out,  that  ’tis  Mon- 
ftrous ; whereas  in  truth,  it  is  not  fo ; but  a 
truly  Matrimonial  Vertue  ,•  though  of  the  high- 
eft  Form.  In  the  Bible,  Sarah , Leah  and  Rachel, 
gave  the  moil  Beautiful  of  their  Maids  to  their 
Husbands,  Livia  preferred  the  Paffion  of  Augu- 
stus to  her  own  Intereft,  and  the  Wife  of  King 
Dejotarus  of  Stratonica , did  not  only  give  up  a 
fair  young  Maid  thatferv’d  her,  to  her  Husbands 
Embraces,  but  moreover  carefully  brought  up 
the  Children  he  had  by  her,  and  affifted  them  in 
the  Succeffion  to  their  Father’s  Crown.  And 
that  it  may  not  be  fuppos’d,  that  all  this  is  done 
by  a Ample  and  fervile  Obfervation  to  their 
common  Pra&ice,  or  by  any  Authoritative  Im- 
preflion  of  their  Ancient  Cuftom,  without  Judg- 
ment, or  Examination  ; and  for  having  a Soul 
fo  ftupid,  that  it  cannot  contrive  what  elfe  to 
do,  I muft  here  give  you  fome  touches  of  their 
Sufficiency,  in  point  of  Underftanding  ,*  befides 
u hat  I repeated  to  you  before,  which  was  one 
of  their  Songs  of  War,  I have  another,  and  a 
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Love-Song,  that  begins  thus  ,•  Stay,  Adder,  flay, 
that  by  thy  Tat  tern  my  Sifter  may  draw  the  Fa  ft  ion 
and  Work  of  a noble  Wreath,  that  1 may  prefent  to  my 
Beloved , by  which  means  thy  Beauty , and  the  excel* 
lent  Order  of  thy  Scales  ft  all  for  ever  be  preferrd  be- 
fore all  other  Serpents.  Wherein  the  firft  Couplet, 

Stay,  Adder,  &c.  makes  the  Burthen  of  the  Song. 

Now  I have  convers’d  enough  with  Poetry  to 
judge  thus  much  : that  not  only,  there  is  no- 
thing of  Barbarous  in  this  Invention : But  more- 
over, that  it  is  perfectly  Anacreontick  : to  which 
their  Language  is  foft,  of  a pleafing  Accent, 
and  fomething  bordering  upon  the  Greek  Termi- 
nations. Three  of  thele  People,  not  forefeeing 
how  dear  their  knowledge  of  the  Corruptions 
of  this  part  of  the  World,  would  one  Day  coft 
their  Happinefs  and  Repofe,  and  that  the  effed 
of  this  Commerce  would  be  their  Ruine,  as  I 
prefuppofe  it  is  in  a very  fair  way,  (Miferable 
Men  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deluded  with  de- 
fire of  Novelty,  and  to  have  left  the  Serenity 
of  their  own  Heaven,  to  come  fo  far  fo  gaze  at 
ours,)  came  to  Roan , at  the  time  that  the  late 
King  Charles  the  Ninth  was  there : where  the 
King  himfelf  talk’d  to  them  a good  while,  and 
they  were  made  to  fee  our  Falhions,  our  Pomp, 
and  the  form  of  a great  City;  after  which,  fome 
one  ask’d  their  Opinion,  and  would  know  of 
them,  what  of  ail  the  things  they  had  feen, 
they  found  moll  to  be  admired  i To  which  they 
made  Anfwer,  Three  things,  of  which  I have 
forgot  the  Third,  and  am  troubled  at  it  ,*  but 
two  I yet  remember.  They  faid,  that  in  the 
firft  place  they  thought  it  very  ftrange,  that  fo 
many  tall  Men  wearing  Beards,  ftrong  and  well 
Arm’d,  who  were  about  the  King,  (’tis  like  they 
meant  the  Swift  of  the  Guard,)  Ihould  fubmit 
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to  obey  a Child, and  that  they  did  not  choofe  out 
one  amongft  themfelves  to  Command  : Second- 
ly, (they  have  a way  of  Speaking  in  their  Lan- 
guage, to  call  Men  the  half  of  one  another, 

\ that  they  had  obferv’d,  that  there  were  amongft 
us.  Men  full,  and  cramm’d  with  all  manner  of 
Conveniences,  whilft  in  the  mean  time,  their 
halves  were  begging  at  their  Doors,  Lean,  and 
half  ftarv’d  with  Hunger  and  Poverty,  ,*  and 
thought  it  ftrange,  that  thefe  Neceffitous  halves, 
were  able  to  fuffer  fo  great  an  Inequality  and 
Injuftice,  and  that  they  did  not  take  the  others 
by  the  Throats,  or  fet  Fire  to  their  Houfes.  I 
talk’d  to  one  of  them  a great  while  together, 
but  I had  fo  ill  an  Interpreter,  and  that  was  fo 
perplex’d  by  his  own  Ignorance,  to  apprehend 
my  meaning,  that  I could  get  nothing  out  of 
him,  of  any  Moment;  Asking  him,  what  Ad- 
vantage he  reapt  from  the  Superiority  he  had 
amongft  his  own  People  ? (For  he  was  a Cap- 
tain, and  our  Mariners  call’d  him  King, ) he  told 
me,  to  march  in  the  Flead  of  them  to  War ; 
and  demanding  of  him  further,  how  many  Men 
he  had  to  follow  him?  He  fhew’d  me  a fpaceof 
Ground,  to  fignify,  as  many  as  could  march  in 
fuch  a Compafs : which  might  be  Four  or  Five 
Thoufand  Men;  and  putting  the  Queftion  to 
him,  whether  or  no  his  Authority  expir’d  with 
the  War ; He  told  me  this  remain’d;  that  when 
he  went  to  vifit  the  Village  of  his  Dependance, 
they  plain’d  him  Paths  through  the  thick  of 
their  Woods,  through  which  he  might  pafs  at 
bis  Eafe.  All  this  does  not  found  very  ill,  and 
the  laft  was  not  much  amifs;  for  they  wear 
no  Breeches. 
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MHHinps  unknown  are  the  principal  and  true 
X fubjedl  of  Impofture,  forafmuch  as  in  the 
firft  place,  their  very  Strangenefs  lends  them 
Credit,  and  moreover,  by  not  being  fubjetfted 
to  our  ordinary  D'ifcourfe,  they  deprive  us  of 
the  means  to  queftion,;and  difpute  them.  For 
which  Reafon,  fays  flato,  it  is  much  more  eafy 
to  fatisfy  the  hearers,  when  fpeaking  of  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Gods,  than  of  the  Nature  pf  Men, 
becaufe  the  Ignorance  of  the  Auditory  affords 
a fair  and'large  Career,  and  all  manner  of  Li- 
berty, in  the  handling  of  profane  and  abftrufe 
Things  ,•  and  then  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  nothing 
is  fo  firmly  believ’d,  as  what  we  leaff  know : 
nor-  any  People  fo  confident,  as  thofe  who  en- 
tertain us  with  Fabulous  Stories,  fu^ch  as  your 
Alchymifts,  Judicial. , Aftrologers,  Fortune-tel- 
lers,  and  Phyficians,  Id  atnus  omm  • . to  which  I 
CoUld  willingly  if  X durtt,  joyn  a fort  of  Peo- 
ple, that  take  upon  them  to  interpret  and  con- 
troid  the  Defigns^of  God  himfelf,  making  no 
queftion  of  finding  out  the  Caufe  of  every  Ac- 
cident, and  to  pry  into  the  Secrets  of  the  Di- 
vine Will,  there  to  difcover  the  Incomprehen- 
sible Motives  of  his  Works.  And  although  the 
Variety,  and  the  continual  Difcordance  of  E- 
yents,  throw  them  from  Corner  to  Corner,  and 
tofs  them  from  Eaft  to  Wefi3  yet  do  they  ffill 
perfift  in  their  vain  Inquifuion,  and  with  the 
fame  Pencil  to  Paint  Black  and  White.  In  a 
Ration  of  the  Indies , there  is  this  commendable 
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Cuftom,  that  when  any  thing  befalls  them  a- 
mifs  in  any  Ren-counter  or  Battel,  they  pub- 
lickly  ask  Pardon  of  the  Sun,  who  is  their  God, 
as  having  committed  an  unjuft  A&ion,  always 
imputing  their  Good  or  Evil  Fortune  to  the  Di- 
vine Juftice,  and  to  that,  fubmitting  their  own 
Judgment  and  Reafon.  Tis  enough  for  a Chri- 
ftian  to  believe,  that  all  things  come  from  God, 
to  receive  them  with  acknowledgment  of  his 
Divine  and  Inftru&able  Wifdom,  and  alfo  thank- 
fully to  accept  and  receive  them,  with  what  face 
(bever  they  may  prefent  themfelves : But  I do 
not  approve  of  what  I fee  in  ufe,  that  is,  to  feek 
to  continue  and  fupport  our  Religion  by  the 
Profperity  of  our  Enterprizes.  Our  Belief  has 
other  Foundation  enough,  without  going  about 
to  Authorize  it  by  Events : For  the  people  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fuch  Arguments  asthefe,  and  fopro- 
per  to  thefr  own  Taft,  it  is  to  be  fear’d,  left 
when  they  fail  of  Succefs,  they  fhould  alfo  ftag- 
ger  in  their  Faith  : As  in  the  War  wherein  we 
are  now  engag’d,  upon  the  account  of  Religi- 
on, thofe  who  had  the  better  in  the  Bufinefs  of 
Rochelabeille ; making  great  brags  of  that  Suc- 
cefs, as  an  infallible  Approbation  of  their  Caufe, 
when  they  came  afterwards  to  excufe  their  Mif- 
fortunes  of  Jarnac , and  Moncontour , ’twas  by 
faying,  they  were  Fatherly  Scourges  and  Cor- 
rections ; if  they  have  not  a People  wholly  at 
their  Mercy,  they  make  it  manifestly  enough  to 
appear,  what  it  is  to  take  two  forts  of  Grift  out 
of  the  fame  Sack,  and  with  the  fame  Mouth  to 
blow  Hot  and  Cold.  It  were  better  to  pdfte& 
the  Vulgar  with  the  folid  and  real  Foundations  of 
Truth.  ’Twas  a brave  Naval-Battel  that  was 
gain’d  a few  Months  fince,  againft  the  Turks , 
under  the  command  of  Don  John  of  Aufiria ; 
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but  it  has  alfo  pleas’d  God  at  other  times  to  let 
us  fee  as  great  Vi&ories  St  our  own  Expence. 

In  fine,  ’tis  a hard  matter  to  reduce  Divine 
Things  to  our  Balance,  without  Wafte,  and  lo- 
fing  a great  deal  of  the  Weight.  And  who  would 
take  upon  him  to  give  a Reafon,  that  Arm,  and 
his  Pope  Leo , the  principal  Heads  of  the  Arlan 
Herefy,  fhould  die  at  feveral  times  of  fo  like 
and  Itrange  Deaths,  (for  being  withdrawn  frbtn 
the  Difputation,  by  the  Griping  in  the  Guts, 
they  both  of  them  fuddenly  gave  up  the  Ghoft 
upon  the  Stool,)  and  would  aggravate  this  Di- 
vine Vengeance  by  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Place  ; might  as  well  add  the  Death  of  Helioga- 
balm , who  was  alfo  (lain  in  a Houfe  of  Office, 

But  what?  Irenaus  was  involv’d  in  the  fame  For? 
tune ; God  being  pleas’d  to  fhew  us,  that  the 
Good  havefomething  elfe  to  hope  for;  and  the 
Wicked  fomething  elfe  to  fear,  than  the  For-  ” 
tunes,  or  Misfortunes  of  this  World  : He  ma- 
nages, and  applies  them,  according  to  his  own 
fecret  Will  and  Pleafure,  and  deprives  us  of  the 
means,  foolifhly  to  make  our  own  Profit.  And 
thofe  People  both  abufe  themfelves,  and  us,  who 
will  pretend  to  dive  into  thefe  Myfteries  by  the 
ftrength  of  Human  Reafon.  They  never  give 
one  hit,  that  they  do  not  receive  two  for  it;  of 
which,  St.  Augujtine  gives  a very  great  proof  up- 
on his  Adverfaries.  ’Tis  a Conflict,  that  is  more 
decided  by  ftrength  of  Memory,  than  the  force 
of  Reafon.  We  are  to  content  our  felves  with 
the  Light  it  pleafes  the  Sun  to  communicate  to 
us,  by  virtue  of  his  Rays,  and  who  will  lift  up 
his  Eyes  to  take  in  a greater,  let  him  not  think 
it  ftrange,  if  for  the  reward  of  hisPrefumption, 
he  there  lofe  his  Sight.  Jguis  hominum  potefi  fcire  Sapicn. 
covjiliurn  Dei  ? ant  quit  poterit  cogitare,  quid  velitCaP-9  v- 
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Dominus  ? IVhe  amongfi  Men  can  know  the  Counfel , 
of  God  ? Or  who  cam  think  what  the  Will  of  th( 
Lord  is  ? 


» * ' .... 

•CHAP.  XXXII. 

That  we  are  to  avoid  Pleafures , even  at  the 

expence  of  Life. 

* . * « * 

I Had  long  agoe  obferv’d  moft  of  the  Opini- 
ons of  the  Ancients  to  concur  in  this.  That 
it  is  happy  to  Die,  when  there  is  more  111  than 
Good  in  Living,  and  that  to  preferve  Life  to  our 
own  Torment  and  Inconvenience,  is  contrary 
to  the  very  Rules  of  Nature,  as  thefe  old  Laws 
inftrud  us. 

’‘H-  ctAvmf,  $ Sttmy  ivJki(*oru{t 
KoAov  Si <wwv  oTs  v&exv  ai  £i?V  pifH, 

KgeJejoy  70  txi  enV,  h Qv  ddhiui’ 

Happy  is  Death,  whenever  it  lhall  come 
To  him,  to  whom  to  live  is  troublefom. 

Whom  Life  does  perfecute  with  reftlefs  Spite,  , 
May  Honourably  bid  the  World  good  Night, 
And  infinitely  better  ’tis  to  Die, 

Than  to  prolong  a Life  of  Mifery. 

' , ’ # , • / 
But  to  pulH  this  contempt  of  Death  To  far  as 
to  employ  it  to  the  removing  our  felves  from  the 
danger  of  coveting  Honours,  Riches,  Dignities, 
and  other  Favours,  and  Goods,  as  we  call  them, 
of  Fortune,  as  if  Reafon  were  not  fufficient  to 
perfwade  us  to  avoid  them,  without  adding  this, 
hew  Injun&ion,  I had  never  feen  it  either  en- 
join'd, or  practis'd,  till  this  Paflage  of  Seneca, 

fell 
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fell  into  my  Hands ; who  advifing  Lucilius , a 
Man  of  great  Power  and  Authority  about  the 
Emperor,  to  alter  his  Voluptuous  and  Magnifi- 
cent way  of  Living,  and  to  retire  himfelf  from 
this  Worldly  Vanity  and  Ambition,  to  fome  So- 
litary, Quiet,  and  Philofophical  Life,  and  the  o- 
\ ther  alledging  fome  Difficulties ; I am  of  Opini- 
on, fays  he,  either  that  thou  leave  that  Life,  or 
Life  it  felf.  I would  indeed  advife  thee  to  the 
gentle  way,  and  to  unite,  rather  than  to  break, 
the  Knot  thou  haft  undifcreetly  knit,  provided, 
that  if  it  be  not  otherwife  to  be  unit’d,  then  re- 
folutely  break  it.  There  is  no  Man  fo  great  a 
Coward,  that  had  not  rather  once  fall,  than  to 
be  always  falling.  I fhould  have  found  this 
Counfei  conformable  enough  to  the  Stoical 
Roughnefs:  But  it  appears  the  more  ftrange, 
for  being  borrowed  from  Epicurus , who  writes 
the  fame  thing  upon  the  like  occafion  to  Idome- 
rtetfs.  And  I think  I have  obferv’d  fomething 
like  it,  but  with  Chriftian  Moderation  ,amongft 
our  own  People.  St.  Hilary,  Bilhop  of  PoilHers, 
that  famous  Enemy  of  the  Arian  Herefy,  being 
in  Syria,  had  intelligence  thither  fent  him,  that 
Abra  his  only  Daughter,  whom  he  left  at  home 
under  the  Eye  and  Tuition  of  her  Mother,  was 
fought  in  Marriage  by  the  greateft  Noblemen 
of  the  Country,  as  being  a Virgin  vertuoufly 
brought  up.  Fair,  Rich,  and  in  the  Flower  of 
her  Age  : whereupon  he  writ  to  her,  (as  it  ap- 
pears upon  Record,)  that  (he  ffiould  remove  her 
Affedtion  from  all  thofe  Pleafures  and  Advanta- 
ges were  propos’d  unto  her;  for  he  had  in  his 
Travels  found  out  a much  greater  and  more 
worthy  Fortune  for  her,  a Husband  of  much 
greater  Power  and  Magnificence,  that  would 
prefenc  her  with  Robes,  and  Jewels  of  ineftima- 
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ble Value;  wherein  his  Defign  was,  to  difpof- 
fefs  her  of  the  Appetite,  and  ufe  of  Worldly 
Delights,  to  join  her  wholly  to  God  : But  the 
reared  and  mod  certain  way  to  this,  being,  as 
he  conceiv’d,  the  Death  of  his  Daughter ; he 
never  ceas’d,  by  Vows,  Prayers  and  Oraifons, 
to  beg  of  the  Almighty,  that  he  would  pleafe 
to  call  her  out  of  this  World,  and  to  take  her  to 
himfelf ; as  accordingly  it  came  to  pafs  ; for 
foon  after  his  return,  die  Died,  at  which  he 
expred  a fmgular  Joy.  This  feems  to  out-do 
the  other,  forafmuch  as  he  applies  himfelf  to 
this  means  at  the  fird  fight,  which  they  only 
take  fubfidiarily,  and  befides,  it  was  towards 
his  only  Daughter.  But  I will  not  omit  the 
latter  end  of  this  Story,  though  it  be  from  my 
purpofe  ; St.  Hilary's  Wife  having  underdood 
from  him,  how  the  Death  of  their  Daughter 
was  brought  about,  by  his  defires  and  defign, 
and  how  much  happier  fhe  was,  to  be  remov’d 
out  of  this  World,  than  to  have  day’d  in  it, 
conceiv’d  fo  lively  an  Apprehenfion  of  the 
Eternal  and  Heavenly  Beatitude,  that  die  begg’d 
of  her  Husband  with  the  extreamed  Impor- 
tunity, to  do  as  much  for  her;  and  God,  at 
their  joint  Requed,  diortly  after  calling  her  to 
him,  it  was  a Death  embrac’d  on  both  fides, 
with  fingular  Content. 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

That  Fortune  is  oftentimes  ohfervd  to  Acl  ly 
the  Rule  of  Reafon. 

TH  E Inconftancy,  and  various  Motions  of 
Fortune,  may  reafonably  make  us  expect, 
fhe  fhould  prefent  us  with  all  forts  of  Faces. 

Can  there  be  a more  exprefs  A A of  Juftice, 
than  this  ? The  Duke  of  Falentenoh,  having  re- 
folv’d  to  Poifon  Adrian  Cardinal  of  Cornett  o, 
with  whom  Pope  Alexander  fhe  Sixth,  his  Fa- 
ther and  himfelf,  were  to  go  to  Supper  in  the 
Vatican  : He  fent  before  a Bottle  of  Poifoned 
Wine,  and  withal,  ftridi  Order  to  the  Butler 
to  keep  it  very  fafe.  The  Pope  being  come  be- 
fore his  Son,  and  calling  for  Drink,  the  Butler 
fuppofing  this  Wine  had  not  been  fo  ftri&ly  re- 
commended to  his  Care,  but  only  upon  the  ac- 
count of  its  Excellency,  prefented  it  prefently 
to  the  Pope,  and  the  Duke  himfelf  coming  in 
prefently  after,  and  being  confident  they  had 
not  meddled  with  his  Bottle,  took  alfo  his  Cup/ 
fo  that  the  Father  died  immediately  upon  the 
Place,  and  the  Son,  after  having  been  long  tor- 
mented with  Sicknefs,  was  referv’d  to  another> 
and  a worfe  Fortune : Sometimes  fhe  feems  to 
play  upon  us,  juft  in  the  nick  of  an  Affair  : 
Monfieur  £ Efiree  at  that  time  Guidon  to  Mon- 
/ieur  de  Vmdofme  j and  Monfieur  de  Liejues  Lieu- 
tenant to  the  Company  of  the  Duke  of  Arfcotj 
being  both  Pretenders  to  the  Sieur  de  Eoungue- 
felles  his  Sifter,  though  of  feveral  Parties,  (as  it 
oft  falls  out  amongft  Frontier  Neighbours,)  the 
Sieur  de  Liyues  carried  her ; but  on  the  fame  Day 
be  was  Married,  and  which  was  worfe,  before 
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he  went  to  Bed  to  his  Wife,  the  Bridegroom 
having  a mind  to  break  a Lance  in  honour  of  his 
new  Bride,  went  out  to  Skirmifh,  near  to  St.  O- 
rmn,  where  the  Sieur  £ EJlree  proving  the 
ftronger,  took  him  Prifoner,  and  the  more 
to  illultrate  his  Viftory,  the  Lady  her  felf  was 
fain 

C tuullut.  Conjugis  ante  coaBa  novi  dimitt  ere  collum, 

6)uam  veniens  una}  atque  altera  rurfus  byemt, 
NoBibus  in  longis  avidum  faturajjet  amorem. 

Of  her  fair  Arms,  the  amorous  Ring  to  break. 
Which  clung  fo  faft  to  her  new  Spoufe’s  Neck, 
E’re  of  two  Winters  many  a friendly  Night 
Had  fated  her  Loves  greedy  Appetite. 

I 

to  requeft  him  of  Courtefy,  to  deliver  up  his 
Prifoner  to  her,  as  he  accordingly  did,  the  Gen-  . 
tlemen  of  France  never  denying  any  thing  to 
Ladies.  Does  fhe  not  feem  to  be  an  Arrift 
here  ? ConFtantine  the  Son  of  Hellen,  founded 
the  Empire  of  Confiantinople , and  fo  many  Ages 
after,  Conjlantine  the  Son  of  Hellen  put  an  end 
to  it.  Sometimes  fhe  is  pleas’d  to  Emulate  our 
Miracles.  We  are  told,  that  King  Clouts  befieg- 
ing  Angoule[mey  the  Walls  fell  down  of  themfelves 
by  Divine  Favour.  And  Boucbet  has  it  from 
fome  Author,  that  King  Robert  having  fat  down 
before  a City,  and  being  ftole  away  from  the 
Siege,  to  go  keep  the  Feaft  of  St.  Aignanac  Or- 
leans ; as  he  was  in  Devotion,  at  a certain  place 
of  the  Mafs,  the  Walls  of  the  beleagured  City, 
without  any  manner  of  Violence,  fell  down 
with  a fudden  Ruine.  But  fhe  did  quite  contra- 
ry in  our  Milan  War;  for  Captain  Renfe  laying 
Siege  to  the  City  Verona,  and  having  carried  a 
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Mine  under  a great  parcel  of  the  Wall,  the 
Mine  being  fprung,  the  Wall  was  lifted  from 
its  bafej  but  dropt  down  again  neverthelels, 
whole  and  entire,  and  fo  exadly  upon  its 
Foundation,  that  the  Befieg’d  fuffer’d  no  Incon- 
venience by  that  Attempt.  Sometimes  (he  plays 
the  Phyfician.  Jafon  Vhereus  being  given  over 
by  the  Phyficians,  by  reafon  of  a defperate  Im- 
pofthumation  in  his  Breaft,  having  a mind  to 
rid  himfelf  of  his  Pain,  by  Death  at  lealt,  in  a 
Battel,  threw  himfelf  defperately  into  the  thick- 
eft  of  the  Enemy,  where  he  was  fo  fortunately 
wounded  quite  through  the  Body,  that  the  Im- 
pofthume  brake,  and  he  was  perfedly  cur’d. 

Did  (he  not  alfo  excel  the  Painter  Protogenes  in 
his  Art  ? Who  having  fini/h’d  the  Pidure  of  a 
Dog  quite  tir’d,  and  out  of  breath,  in  all  the  o- 
ther  parts  excellently  well  to  his  own  liking, 
but  not  being  able  to  exprefs,  as  he  would,  the 
flaver  and  foam  that  (hould  come  out  of  his 
Mouth,  vext,  apd  angry  at  his  work,  he  took 
his  Spunge,  which  by  cleaning  his  Pencils, 
had  imbibed  feveral  lorts  of  Colours,  and 
threw  ic  in  a rags  again!]:  the  Pidure,  with  an 
intent  utterly  to  deface  it ; when  Fortune  gui- 
ding the  Spunge  to  hit  juft  upon  the  Mouth 
of  the  Dog,  it  there  perform’d  what  all  his  Arc 
was  not  able  to  do.  Does  (be  not  fometimes 
dired  our  Counfels,  and  corred  them  .*  Ifabel 
Queen  of  England,  being  to  Sail  from  Zealand 
into  her  own  Kingdom,  with  an  Army  in  fa- 
vour of  her  Son,  againft  her  Husband,  had 
been  loft,  had  (he  corne  into  the  Port  (he  in- 
tended, being  there  laid  wait  for  by  the  Ene- 
my $ but  Fortune  againft  her  Will,  threw  her 
into  another  Haven,  where  (he  landed  in  Safe- 
ty. And  he  who  throwing  a Stone  at  a Dog, 

X t hit. 


S' 

Digitized  by  Google 


3 » 2.  Montaigne’*  EJfays.  Book  I. 

hit,  and  kill’d  his  Mother-in-Law,  had  he  not 
Reafon  to  pronounce  this  Verfe, 

A Utndcri  Tewn^tfror  H/jlSv  m»\u  fiuhtviTa.1 ; 

By  this  1 fee. 

Fortune  docs  better  aim  than  we. 

Fortune  has  more  Judgment  than  we.  Ieetes  had 
contracted  with  two  Soldiers  to  kill  Ttmoleon , at 
Adranon  in  Sicily.  Thefe  Villains  took  their  time 
to  do  it,  when  he  was  afliftingat  a Sacrifice,  who 
thrufling  into  the  Crowd,  as  they  were  making 
Signs  to  one  another,  that  now  was  a fit  time 
to  do  their  Bufinefs,  in  fteps  a third,  who  with 
a Sword  takes  one  of  them  full  drive  over  the 
Pate,  lays  him  dead  upon  the  Place,  and  a- 
way  he  runs.  Which  the  other  feeing,  and  con- 
cluding himfelf  difcover’d,  and  loft,  he  runs  to 
the  Altar,  and  begs  for  Mercy,  promifing  to 
difcover  the  whole  Truth,  which  as  he  was  do- 
ing, and  laying  open  the  whole  Confpiracy,  be- 
hold the  third  Man,  who  being  apprehended, 
was,  as  a Murtherer,  thruft  and  hal’d  by  the 
People  through  the  Prefs,  towards  Ttmoleon,  and 
other  the  molt  eminent  Perfons  of  the  Aflem- 
b!y,  before  whom  being  brought,  he  cry’d  out 
for  Pardon,  pleading  that  he  had  juftly  llain  his 
Father’s  Murtherer  ; which  he  alfo  proving  up- 
on the  Place,  by  fufficient  Witneftes,  which  his 
good  Fortune  very  opportunely  fupply’d  him 
withal,  that  his  Father  was  really  kill’d  in  the 
City  of  the  Lecntins, by  that  very  Man  on  whom 
he  had  taken  his  Revenge,  he  was  prefently  a- 
' The  old  warded  ten  Attick  * Mines,  for  having  had  the 
Amck  good  Fortune,  by  defigning  to  revenge  the 
75'on'ch!  ^eath  h*s  Father,  to  preferve  the  Life  of  the 
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common  Father  of  Sicily  1 This  Fortune,  in  her 
Conduct  furpaffes  all  the  Rules  of  humane  Pru- 
dence. But,  to  conclude,  is  there  not  a dire<ft 
Application  of  her  Favour,  Bounty,  and  Piety, 
manifeftly  difcovcr’d  in  this  Arftion  ? Ignatius 
the  Father,  and  Ignatius  the  Son,  being  profcri- 
bed  by  the  Triumviri  of  Rome , refolv’d  upon 
this  generous  Acft  of  mutual  Kindnefs,  to  fall 
by  the  Hands  of  one  another,  and  by  that 
means  to  fruftrate  and  defeat  the  Cruelty  of  the 
Tyrants  •>  and  accordingly,  with  their  Swords 
drawn,  ran  full  drive  upon  one  another,  where 
Fortune  fo  guided  the  Points,  that  they  made 
two  equally  mortal  Wounds,  affording  withal  fo 
much  Honour  to  fo  brave  a Friend/hip,  as  to 
leave  them  juft  Strenghth  enough  to  draw  out 
their  bloody  Swords,  that  they  might  have  Li- 
berty to  embrace  one  another  in  this  dying  Con- 
dition, with  fo  clofe  and  hearty  an  Embrace, 
that  the  Executioners  cut  off  both  their  Heads 
at  once,  leaving  the  Bodies  ftillfaft  link’d  toge- 
ther in  this  noble  Knot,  and  their  Wounds 
joyn’d  Mouth  to  Mouth,  affe&ionately  fucking 
in  the  loft  Blood,  and  Remainder  of  the  Lives 
of  one  another. 


CHAP.  XXXIV. 

Of  one  Defett  in  one  Government. 

MY  Father,  who,  for  a Man  that  had  no 
other  Advantages,  than  Experience  on- 
ly, and  his  own  natural  Parts,  was  neverthelefsTjle  ^r0* 
of  a very  clear  Judgment,  has  formerly  told  me 
that  he  once  had  Thoughts  of  endeavouring  Enquiry.  ✓ 
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to  introduce  this  Pra&ice  ; that  there  might  be 
in  every  City  a certain  Place  affigp’d,  to  which, 
fuch  as  Hood  in  need  of  any  thing  might  re- 
pair, and  have  their  Bufinels  enter’d  by  an  Of- 
ficer appointed  for  that  Purpofe  ; as  for  Exam- 
ple, I enquire  for  a Chapman  to  buy  my  Pearls: 
I enquire  for  one  that  has  Pearls  to  fell : Such 
a one  wants  Company  to  go  to  Paris  : Such  a 
one  enquires  for  a Servant  of  fuch  a Quality  : 
Such  a one  for  a Matter,  fuch  a one  enquires 
for  fuch  an  Artificer,  fome  for  one  Thing,  fome 
for  another,  every  one  according  to  what  he 
wants.  And  doubtlefs,  thefe  mutual  Advertife- 
ments  would  be  of  no  contemptible  Advantage 
to  the  publickCorrefpondency  and  Intelligence: 
For  there  are  evermore  Conditions  that  hunt 
afcer  one  another,  and  for  want  of  knowing  one 
another’s  Occafions,  leave  Men  in  very  great 
neceflity.  I have  heard,  to  the  great  Shame 
of  the  Age  we  live  in,  that  in  our  very  Sight, 
two  molt  excellent  Men  for  Learning,  died  fo 
poor,  that  they  had  fcarce  Bread  to  put  in 
their  Mouths,  Lilius  Gregorius  Giraldus  in  Italy, 
and  Sebaftianus  Cajlalio  in  Germany  : And  dp  be- 
lieve, there  are  a thoufand  Men  would  have 
* invited  them  into  their  Families,  with  very  ad- 
vantageous Conditions,  or  have  reliev’d  them 
where  they  were,  had  they  known  their  Wants. 
The  World  is  notfo  generally  corrupted  but  that 
I know  a Man  that  would  heartily  wifii  the  E- 
ftate  his  Anceftors  have  left  him,  might  be  em- 
ploy’d, fo  long  as  it  {hall  pleafe  Fortune  to  give 
him  leave  to  enjoy  it,  rofecure  rare  and  remark- 
able Perfons  of  any  kind,  whom  Misfortune 
fometimes  perfecutes  to  the  laft  Degree,  from 
the  Danger  of  Neceflity  j and  at  lead  place 
them  in  luch  a Condition,  that  they  muft  be  ve- 
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ry  hard  to  pleafe,  if  they  were  not  contented. 

My  Father  in  his  Oeconomical  Government, 
had  this  Order,  (which  I know  how  to  com- 
mend, but  by  no  means  imitate,  ) which  was, 
that  befides  the  Day-book,  or  Memorial  of  the 
Houlhold-Affairs,  where  the  fmall  Accounts, 
Payments  and  Disburfements,  which  do  not  re- 
quire a Secretary’s  Hand,  were  entred,  and 
which  a Bayliff  always  had  in  Cuftody  ; he  or- 
der’d him  whom  he  kept  to  write  for  him,  to 
keep  a Paper  Journal,  and  in  it  to  fet  down  all 
the  remarkable  Occurrences,  and  Day  by  Day 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Hiftories  of  his  Houfe  ,*  ve- 
ry pleafant  to  look  over,  when  Time  begins  to 
wear  Things  out  of  Memory,  and  very  ufeful 
fometimes  to  put  us  out  of  doubt,  when  fuch  a 
Thing  was  begun,  when  ended,  what  Courfes 
were  debated  on,  what  concluded  ; our  Voya- 
ages,  Abfences,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  the  Re- 
ception of  good,  or  ill  News  ,•  the  Change  of 
principal  Servants,  and  the  like.  An  ancient 
Cuftom,  which  I think  it  would  not  be  amils 
for  every  one  to  revive  in  his  own  Houfe  ; and 
I find  I did  very  foolilhly  in  negleding  the 
fame. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

Of  the  Cuftom  of  wearing  Cloaths. 

WHatever  I fliall  fay  upon  thisSubjed,  I 
am  of  neceffity  to  invade  fome  of  the 
Bounds  of  Cuftom,  fo  careful  has  fhe  been  to 
(hut  up  all  the  Avenues.  I was  difputing  with 
my  felf  iir  this  Ihivering  Seafon,  whether  the 
J . ■ ’ Fafhion 
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Fafhion  of  going  naked  in  thofe  Nations  lately 
difcover’d,  is  impos’d  upon  them,  by  the  hot 
Temperature  of  the  Air,  as  we  fay  of  the  Moors 
and  Indians , or  whether  it  be  the  original  Fa- 
lhion  of  Mankind  ; Men  of  Underftdnding,  for- 
afmuch  as  all  Things  under  the  Sun,  as  the  Ho- 
ly Writ  declares,  are  fubje&  to  the  fame  Laws, 
were  wont  infuch  Confiderations  asthefe,  where 
we  are  to  diftinguifh  the  natural  Laws  from 
thofe  have  been  impos’d  by  Man’s  Invention,  to 
have  Recourfe  to  the  general  Polity  of  the 
World,  where  there  can  be  nothing  counterfeit- 
ed. Now  all  other  Creatures  being  fufficiently 
furnilh’d  with  all  Things  neceffary  for  the  Sup- 
port of  their  Being,  it  is  not  to  be  imagin’d, 
that  we  only  fhould  be  brought  into  the  World 
in  a defe&ive  and  indigent  Condition,  and  in 
fuch  anEftate  as  cannot  fubfift  \^thout  foreign 
Afliftance  • and  therefore  it  is  that  I believe,that 
as  Plants,  Trees,  and  Animals,  and  all  Things 
that  have  Life,  are  feen  to  be  by  Nature  fuffi- 
ciently cloath’d  and  cover’d,  to  defend  them 
from  the  Injuries  of  Weather ; 

Lvcrct .1$.  j>roptereaque  fere  res  omnes , aut  corio  funt , 

Aut  feta,  ant  concbis , aut  callo,  aut  cortice  teBa- 

Moreover  all  Things,  or  with  Skin  or  Hair, 

Or  Shell,  or  Bark,  or  Callus  cloathed  are. 

fo  were  we  : But  as  thofe  who  by  artificial 
Light  put  out  that  of  the  Day,  fo  we  by  bor- 
rowed Forms  and  Falhions  have  deftroy’d  our 
own.  And ’tis  plain  enough  to  be  feen,  that’tis 
Cuftom  only  which  renders  that  impoflible,  that 
otherwife  is  nothing  fo  ; for  of  thofe  Nations 
who  have  no  manner  of  Knowledge  of  Cloath- 
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ing,  fome  are  fituated  under  the  fame  Tempe- 
rature that  we  are,  and  fome  in  much  colder  * 
Climates.  And  befides,  our  moft  tender  Parts 
are  always  expos’d  to  the  Air,  as  the  Eyes, 
Mouth,  Nofe  and  Ears  ; and  our  Country  La- 
bourers, like  our  Anceftors  in  former  times,  go 
with  their  Breads  and  Bellies  open.  Had  we 
been  born  with  a neceflity  upon  us  of  wearing 
Petticoats  and  Breeches,  there  is  no  doubt,  but 
Nature  would  have  fortified  thofe  Parts  (he  in- 
tended (hould  be  expofed  to  the  Fury  of  the  Sea- 
fons,  with  a thicker  Skin,  as  (he  has  done  the 
Fingers  Ends,  and  the  Soles  of  the  Feet.  And 
why  (hould  this  feem  hard  to  believe  ? I ob- 
ferve  much  greater  Diftance  betwixt  my  Habit, 
and  that  of  one  of  our  Country  Boors,  than 
betwixt  his,  and  a Man  that  has  no  other  Co- 
vering but  his  Skin.  How  many  Men,efpecially 
in  Turkjy  go  naked  upon  the  account  of  Devo- 
tion i I know  not  who  would  ask  a Beggar, 
whom  he  (hould  fee  in  his  Shirt  in  the  Depth  of 
Winter,  as  brisk  and  frolickias  he  who  goes  muf- 
fled up  to  the  Ears  in  Furs,  how  he  is  able  to  en- 
dure to  go  fo  ? Why,  Sir,’he  might  anfwer  you, 
you  go  with  your  Face  bare,  and  I am  all  Face. 

The  Italians  have  a Story  of  the  Duke  of  Florence 
his  Fool,  whom  his  Matter  asking,  How  being  fo 
thin  clad3  he  was  able  to  fupport  the  Cold3  when  he 
bimfelfy  warm  wrapt  as  he  was3  was  hardly  able  to 
do  it  ? Why,  reply’d  the  Fool,  ufe  my  Receipt , to 
put  on  all  your  Cloaihs  you  have  at  once3  and  you  ll  feel 
no  more  Cold  than  1.  King  Majfanijfa  to  an  ex- 
tream  old  Age,  could  never  be  prevail’d  upon 
to  go  with  his  Head  cover’d,  how  cold,  ftormy, 
or  rainy,  foever  the  Weather  might  be  : Which 
alfo  is  reported  of  the  Emperour  Severus.  Htro- 
dotus  tells  us,  that  in  the  Battels  fought  betwixt 
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the  *£mtiam  and  the  Terjians’\t  was  obferv’d,both 
by  himfelf,and  others,that  of  thofe  who  were  left 
dead  upon  the  Place,  the  Heads  of  the  Egyp- 
tians were  found  to  be  without  Comparifon  hard, 
er  than  thofe  of  the  Per/tans,  by  Reafon  that  the 
laft  had  gone  with  their  Heads  always  cover’d 
from  their  Infancy,  firft,  with  Biggins,  and  then 
with  Turbans,  and  the  others  always  fhav’d  and 
open.  And  King  Agefilaus  obferv’d  to  a decre- 
pid  Age,  to  wear  always  the  fame  Cloaths  in 
Winter,  that  he  did  in  Summer.  C<efar}  fays  Sue- 
tonius, march’d  always  at  the  Head  of  his  Ar- 
my, for  the  moll  part  on  Foot,  with  his  Head 
bare,  whether  it  was  Rain,  or  Sun-lhine,  and  as 
much  is  faid  of  Hannibal , 

Turn  vert  ice  nudo, 

Stlius  It.  Excipere  infanos  imbres , Cceli'jite  ruinam. 

li.6.  !•  .• 

'Bare  Head  to  march  in  Snow,  and  when  it  pours 

Whole  Catarafts  of  Cold  unwholefome  Showers. 

, * * 1 1 « * » / 

A Venetian  who  has  long  liv’d  in  Pegu , and  is 
‘lately  return’d  from  thence,  writes,  that  the 
Men  and  Women  of  that  Kingdom  though  they 
cover  all  their  other  Parts,  go  always  Barefoot, 
and  ride  fo  too.  And  Plato  does  very  earneltly 
advife,  for  the  Health  of  the  whole  Body,  to  give 
. 'the  Head  and  the  Feet  no  other  Cloathing  than 
what  Nature  has  bellow’d.  He  whom  the  Po- 
lacks  have  elected  for  their  King,  fince  ours 
came  thence,  who  is  indeed  one  of  the  greateft 
Princes  of  this  Age,  never  wears  any  Gloves,  . 
and  for  Winter,  or  whatever  Weather  can  come, 
never  wears  other  Cap  abrdad,  than  the  fame  he 
wears  at' home.  Whereas  I cannot  endure  to  go 
unbutton’d,  or  unty’d  ,•  our  neighbouring  La- 
y,'A  ’ 1 bourers 
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bourers  would  chink  themfelves  in  Chains,  if 
they  were  fo  brac’d.  Varro  is  of  Opinion,  thac 
when  it  was  ordain’d,  we  ftiould  be  bare  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  Gods,  and  before  the  Magi- 
ftrate,  it  was  rather  fo  order'd  upon  the  Score 
of  Health,  and  to  inure  us  to  the  Injuries  of 
Weather,  than  upon  the  account  of  Reverence. 

And  ftnce  we  are  now  talking  of  Cold,  and 
French-men  us’d  to  wear  Variety  of  Colours, 

(not  I my  felf,  for  I feldom  wear  other  than 
Black,  or  White,  in  Imitation  of  my  Father,) 
let  us  add  another  Story  of  Captain  Martin  du 
Bellay , who  affirms  that  in  the  Voyage  of  Luxem- 
burg, he  faw  fo  great  Frofts,  that  the  Ammuni- 
tion Wine  was  cut  with  Hatchets  and  Wedges ; 
was  deliver’d  out  to  the  Soldiers  by  Weight, 
and  that  they  carried  it  away  in  Baskets:  and 
Ovid, 

Nudaque  confjlunt  formant  fervantia  tefia  OvidTrifi . 

Vina,  nec  haufia  meri,  fed  data  frufia  bibunt.  l-i- El.  12. 

The  Wine 

Stript  of  its  Cask,  retains  the  Figure  Hill, 

Nor  do  they  Draughts,  but  Crufts  of  Bacchus 

(fwill. 

t 

At  the  Mouth  of  the  Lake  Mceotis , the  Frofts 
are  fo  very  (harp,  thac  in  the  very  fame  Place 
where  Mithridates  his  Lieutenant  had  fought  the 
Enemy  dry-foot,  and  given  them  a notable  De- 
feat, the  Summer  following  he  obtain’d  over 
them  a famous  naval  Vidory.  The  Romans  fought 
at  a very  great  Difadvantage,  in  the  Engage- 
ment they  had  with  the  Carthaginians  near  Tla- 
centia,  by  reafon,  that  they  went  on  to  charge 
with  their  Blood  fix’d,  and  their  Limbs  numb’d 

with 
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with  Cold.  Whereas  Hannibal  had  caus’d  great 
Fires  to  be  difpers’d  quite  through  his  Camp  to 
warm  his  Soldiers,  and  Oil  to  be  diftributed  a- 
mongft  them  $ to  the  End,  that  anointing  them- 
• felves,  they  might  render  their  Nerves  more 
fuppie  and  a&ive,  and  fortify  the  Pores  againft 
the  Violence  pf  the  Air,  and  freezing  Wind, 
that  rag’d  in  that  Seafon.  The  Retreat  the 
Greeks  made  from  Babylon  into  their  own  Coun- 
try, is  famous  for  the  Difficulties  and  Calamities 
they  had  to  overcome.  Of  which  this  was  one, 
that  being  encounter’d  in  the  Mountains  of  Ar- 
mima>  with  a horrible  Storm  of  Snow,  they  loft 
all  Knowledge  of  the  Country,  and  of  the 
Ways,  and  being  driven  up,  were  a Day  and  a 
Night  without  eating  or  drinking,  moft  of 
their  Cattel  died,  many  of  themfelves  ftarved 
dead,  feveral  ftruck  blind  with  the  Driving,  and 
the  Glittering  of  the  Snow,  many  of  them 
maimed  in  their  Fingers  and  Toes,  and  many 
ftiff  and  motionlefs  with  the  Extremity  of  the 
Cold,  who  had  yet  their  Underftanding  entire, 
Alexander  faw  a Nation,  where  they  bury  the 
Fruit-trees  in  Winter,  to  defend  them  from  be- 
ing deftroy’d  by  the  Froft,  and  we  alfo  may  fee 
the  fame.  But  concerning  Cloaths,  the  King 
of  Mexico  chang’d  four  times  a Day  his  Apparel, 
and  never  put  them  on  more,  employing  thofe 
he  left  qff,  in  his  continual  Liberalities  and  Re- 
wards, is  alfo,  neither  Pot,  Difh,  nor  other 
Utenfil  of  his  Kitchen,  or  Table,  was  ever  fer- 
ved  in  twice. 
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CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Of  Cato  the  lounger. 

I Am  not  guilty  of  the  common  Errour  of 
judging  another  by  my  felf.  I eafily  believe 
that  in  another’s  Humour  that  is  contrary  to  my 
own  : And  though  1 find  my  felf  engag’d  to 
one  certain  Form,  I do  not  oblige  others  to  it 
as  many  do  ; but  believe  and  apprehend  a thou- 
fand  Ways  of  Living,  and  contrary  to  moll 
Men,  more  eafily  admit  of  Differences  than  U- 
niformity  amongft  us.  I as  frankly,  as  any  one 
would  have  me,  difcharge  a Man  from  my  Hu- 
mours and  Principles,  and  confider  him  accord- 
ing to  his  own  particular  Model.  Tho’  I am  not 
continent  my  felf,  I neverthelefs  fincerely  love, 
and  approve  the  Continency  of  the  Capuchins, 
and  other  religious  Orders,  and  highly  commend 
their  Way  of  Living.  I infinuate  my  felf  by  I- 
magination  into  their  Place  and  Love,  and  Ho- 
nour them  the  more,  for  being  other  than  I am. 

I very  much  defire,  that  we  may  be  cenfur’d  e- 
very  Man  by  himfelf,  and  would  not  be  drawn 
into  the  Confequence  of  common  Examples. 

My  Weaknefs  does,  nothing  alter  the  Efteem 
I ought  to  have  of  the  Force  and  Vigour  of 
thofe  who  deferve  it.  Sunt  qui  nihil  fuadent,cieere>Je 
ejuam  quod  fe  imitari  pojfe  confidunt.  There  are  who  0r'  ** 
perfuade  nothing  but  what  they  believe  they  can  imi- 
tate themfelves.  Crawling  upon  the  Slime  of  the 
Earth,  I do  not  for  all  that  ceafe  to  obferve  up 
in  the  Clouds  the  inimitable  Height  of  fome 
heroick  Souls:  ’Tis  a great  deal  for  me  to  have 
my  Judgment  regular  and  right,  if  the  Effects 

can- 
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cannot  be  fo,  and  to  maintain  this  foveraign 
Part  at  lead  free  from  Corruption : ’Tis  fome- 
thing  to  have  my  Will  right  and  good,  where 
my  Legs  fail  me.  This  Age  wherein  we  live, 
in  our  Part  of  the  World  at  lead,  is  grown  fo 
dupid,  that  not  only  Exercife,  but  the  very  I- 
magination  of  Vertue  is  defe&ive,  and  feems  to 
be  no  other  but  College-Fa/hion. 

//tract  Ep.  • Virtutem  verba  put  ant } ut 

6.  I*  i*  Lucum  ligna  : 

(take  ; 

Words  finely  couch’d,  thefe  Men  for  Vertue 
As  if  each  Wood  a facred  Grove  could  make. 

Cicert  TuJ.  jphtam  vereri  deberent , etiam  fi  percipere  non  pojfent. 

*’  Which  they  ought  to  reverence } though  they  cannot 

comprehend.  ’Tis  a new  Gew-gaw  to  hang  in  a 
Cabinet,  or  at  the  End  of  the  Tongue,  as  on 
the  Tip  of  the  Ear,  for  Ornament  only.  There 
is  no  more  vertuous  A&ions  exftant,  and  thofe 
Atdions  that  carry  a Shew  of  Vertue,  have  yet 
nothing  of  its  Eflence  ; by  Reafon,  that  Profit, 
Glory,  Fear  and  Cudom,  and  other  fuch  like 
foreign  Caufes,  put  us  in  the  way  to  produce 
them.  Our  Judice  alfo.  Valour  and  good  Offi- 
ces, may  then  be  called  fo  too,  in  Refped  to 
others,  and  according  to  the  Face  they  appear 
with  to  the  Publick  ; but  in  the  Doer  it  can  by 
no  means  be  Vertue,  becaufe  there  is  another 
End  propos’d,  another  moving  Caufe.  Now 
Vertue  owns  nothing  to  be  hers,  but  what  is 
done  by  her  felf,  and  forherfelf  alone.  In  that 
great  Battel  of  Totidaa , that  the  Greeks , under 
the  Command  of  Faufaniasfibtzirid  againd  Mar - 
donius , and  the  ?erfians}  the  Conquerors,  accord- 
ing to  their  Cudom,  coming  to  divide  amongft 

then* 
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them  the  Glory  of  the  Exploit,  they  attributed 
to  the  Spartan  Nation  the  Preeminence  of  Va- 
lour in  this  Engagement.  The  Spartans , great 
Judges  of  Vertue,  when  they  came  to  deter- 
mine, to  what  particular  Man  of  their  Nation 
the  Honour  was  due,  of  having  the  beft  behaved 
himfelf  upon  this  Occafion,  found  that  AriftoJt - 
muf  had  of  all  others,  hazarded  his  Perfon  with 
the  greateft  Bravery  : But  did  not  however  al- 
low him  any  Prize,  or  Reward  ,-  by  reafon  that 
his  Vertue  had  been  incited  by  a Defire  to  clear 
his  Reputation  from  the  Reproach  of  his  Mis- 
carriage at  the  Bufinefs  of  Thermopylae,  and  with 
a Defire  to  die  bravely,  to  wipe  off  that  former 
Blemilh.  Our  Judgments  are  yet  fick,  and  o- 
bey  the  Humour  of  our  deprav’d  Manners.  I 
obferve  molt  of  the  Wits  of  theie  Times  pretend 
tQ  Ingenuity,  by  endeavouring  to  blemilh  and 
to  darken  the  Glory  of  the  braveft  and  molt  ge- 
nerous Atftions  of  former  Ages,  putting  one 
vile  Interpretation  or  another  upon  them,  and 
forging  and  fuppofing  vain  Caufes  and  Motives 
for  thofe  noble  Things  they  did.  A mighty 
Subdlty  indeed  1 Give  me  the  greateft  and  moft 
unblemilh’d  A&ion  that  ever  the  Day  beheld, 
and  I will  contrive  a hundred  plaufible  Prifc| 
and  Ends  to  obfcure  it  : God  knows,  whoever 
will  ftretch  them  out  to  the  full,  what  Piverfi- 
ty  of  Images  our  internal  Wills  dofuffer  under ; 
they  do  not  fo  malicioufly  play  the  Cenlprers*, 
as  they  do  it  ignorantly  and  rudely  in  all  their 
Detractions.  The  fame  Pains  and  Licence  that 
others  take  to  blemilh  and  befpatter  thefe  illu- 
ftrious  Names,  I would  willingly  undergo  tq 
lend  them  a Shoulder  to  rajfethem  higher*  Thefe 
rare  Images,  and  that  are  cull’d  out  by  the  Con- 
fent  of  the  wifeft  Men  of  all  Ages,  for  the 
V • "%  " • forld} 
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World’s  Example,  I fhould  endeavour  to  honour 
anew,  as  far  as  my  Invention  would  permit,  in  all 
the  Circumftances  of  favourable  Interpretation. 
And  we  are  to  believe,  that  the  Force  of  our 
Invention  is  infinitely  Ihort  of  their  Merit. 
’Tis  the  Duty  of  good  Men  to  pourtray  Ver- 
tues  as  beautiful  as  they  can,  and  there  would 
be  no  Indecency  in  the  Cafe,  Ihould  our  Paf- 
fion  a little  transport  us  in  favour  of  fo  facred  a 
Form.  What  thefe  People  do  to  the  contrary, 
they  either  do  out  of  Malice,  or  by  the  Vice  of 
confining  their  Belief  to  their  own  Capacity  ; 
or,  which  l am  more  inclin’d  to  think,  for  not 
having  their  Sight  ftrong,  clear,  and  elevated  e- 
noUgh,  to  conceive  the  Splendour  of  Vertue 
in  her  native  Purity  : As  Vlutarch  complains, 
that  in  his  Time  fome  attributed  the  Caufe  of 
the  younger  Caro’s  Death,  to  his  Fear  of  Cafar,  at 
which  he  feems  very  angry,  and  with  good  Rea- 
fon  : And  by  that  a Man  may  guefs  how  much 
more  he  would  have  been  offended  with  thofe 
who  have  attributed  it  to  ambitious,  fenfelefs 
People  1 He  would  rather  have  perform’d  a 
handfome,  juft  and  generous  AdHon,  and  to 
have  had  Ignominy  for  his  Reward,  than  for  his 
Glory.  That  Man  was  in  Truth  a Pattern,  that 
Nature  chole  out  to  ftiew  to  what  Height  hu- 
mane Vertue  and  Conftancy  could  arrive:  But 
I am  not  capable  of  handling  fo  noble  an  Ar- 
gument, and  /hall  therefore  only  fet  five  Latin 
Poets  together  by  the  Ears,  who  has  done  beft 
in  the  Praifc  of  Cato  ,•  and  inclufively  for  their 
own  too.  Now  a Man  well  read  in  Poetry, 
will  think  the  two  firft,  in  Companion  of  the 
others,  a little  fiat  and  languilhing  ,•  the  third 
more  vigorous,  but  overthrown  by  the  Extrava- 
gancy of  his  own  Force.  He  will  then  think, 

that 
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that  there  will  be  yet  room  for  one  or  two  Gra- 
dations of  Invention  to  come  to  the  fourth,*  but 
coming  to  mount  the  Pitch  of  that,  he  will 
lift  up  his  Hands  for  Admiration  • the  laft,  the 
firft  by  fome  Space,  (but  a Space  that  he  will 
fwear  is  not  to  be  filled  up  by  any  humane  Wit,) 
he  will  be  aftonilh’d,  he  will  not  know  where  he 
is.  Thefe  are  Wonders.  We  have  more  Poets 
than  Judges  and  Interpreters  of  Poetry.  It  is 
eafier  to  write  an  indifferent  Poem,  than  to  un~ 
derftand  a good  one.  There  is  indeed  a certain 
low  and  moderate  fort  of  Poetry,  that  a Man 
may  well  enough  judge  by  certain  Rules  of  Art • 
but  the  true,  fupream  and  divine  Poefie,  is  equal- 
ly above  dll  Rules  and  Reafon.  And  whoever 
difcerns  the  Beauty  of  it,  with  the  moft  affured 
and  moft  fteady  Sight,  fees  no  more  than  the 
quick  Refle&ipn  of  a Flafh  of  Lightning.  This 
is  a fort  of  Poefie  that  does  not  exercife,  but 
ravifhes  and  overwhelms  our  Judgment.  The 
Fury  that  poffeffes  him  who  is  able  to  penetrate 
into  it,  wounds  yet  a third  Man  by  hearing  him 
repeat  it.  Like  a Loadftone,  that  not  only  at- 
tracts the  Needle,  but  alfo  jnfufes  into  it  theVer- 
tueto  attrad  others.  And  it  is  more  evidently 
eminent  upon  our  Theatres,  that  the  facred  In- 
fpiration  of  the  Mufes,  having  firft  ltirred  up 
the  Poet  to  Anger*  Sorrow,  Hatred,  and  out  of 
himfelf,  to  whatever  they  will,  does  moreover1 
by  the  Poet  poffefs  the  ACtor,  and  by  the  A- 
Ctor  confecutively  all  the  Spectators.  So  much 
do  our  Paflions  hang  and  depend  upon  one  a- 
jjothpr.  Poetry  has  ever  had  thar  Power  over 
me  from  a Child,  to  traqfpierce  and  tranfporc 
me:  But  this  quick  Refentment  that  is  natural 
to  me,  has  been  varioufly  .handled  by  Variety 
of  Forms,  not  fo  much  higher  and  lower,  ( foo 
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they  were  ever  the  higheft  of  every  kind,)  as 
differing  in  Colour.  Firft,  a gay  and  fpritely 
Fluency,  afterwards  a lofty  and  penetrating 
Subtilty  ; and  laftly,  a mature  and  conftant 
Force.  Their  Names  will  better  exprefs  them ; 
Ovid y Lucan,  Virgil.  But  our  Poets  are  beginr 
ning  their  Career. 

^um  vivit  fanta  vel  Caefare  major. 

1 

Let  Cato’s  Fame. 

Whilft  he  fhall  live,  eclipfe  Great  Caefar’s  Name. 
Says  one. 

M»rt  l.  — invictum  devifta  Morte  Catonem. 

» 

-And  Cato  fell. 

Death  being  overcome  invincible. 

Says  the  fecond.  And  the  third  fpeaking  of  the 
Civil  Wars  betwixt  Cafar  and  Pompey  j 

Lucan.  1. 1 . ViBrix  caufa  Diis  placuit , fed  ViEla  Catoni. 

Heaven  approves. 

The  conquering  Caufe,  the  conquer’d  Cato  loves. 

And  the  fourth  upon  the  Praifes  of  Cafar , 

...  . | . • 

Hir.  Car.  Et  cun  It  a terrarum  fubjtcla, 

hb  i.Od.i.  Prater  atrocem  animum  Catonis. 

And  conquer’d  all  where  e’er  his  Eagle  flew. 

But  Cato’s  Mind,  that  nothing  could  fubdue. 

And  the  Mafter  of  the  Quire  after  having  fet 
forth  all  the  great  Names  of  the  greateft  Romans, 
ends  thus,  •*  • • i,u  •'  - : 

. . * A « —Hir 

• . , »•/'».  .f,  * 

. ' .<4  4 .4.  ...7  - f‘  . . 
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— — His  dantem  jura  Catonem.  MntiJl.i. 

Great  Cato  giving  Laws  to  all  the  reft. 


CHAP.  XXXVII. 

That  we  Laugh  and  Cry  for  the  fame  Thing. 

WHen  we  read  in  Hiftory,  that  Antigonus 
was  very  much  difpleas’d  with  his  Son, 
for  prefenting  him  the  Head  of  King  Pyrrbus 
his  Enemy,  but  newly  flain,  fighting  againft 
him,  and  that  feeing  it  he  wept : That  Rene, 

Duke  of  Lorraine , alio  lamented  the  Death  of 
Charles , Duke  of  Burgundy , whom  he  had  himfelf 
defeated,  and  appear’d  in  Mourning  at  his  Fu- 
neral : And  that  in  the  Battel  of  Auroy  (which 
Count  Monfort  obtain’d  over  Charles  de  Blots , his 
Concurrent  for  the  Dutchy  of  Brittany , ) the 
Conquerour  meeting  the  dead  Body  of  his  E- 
nemy,  was  very  much  afflidted  at  his  Death:  We 
muft  not  prefently  cry  out, 

Et  cofi  auen  che  V animo  ciafcuna,  Pursubs. 

Sua  PaJJion [otto  el  contrario  manto , 

Ricoprei  c<>n  la  vifia  hor  cbiara , bar  bruna. 

That  everyone,  whether  of  Joy  or  Woe, 

The  Paffion  of  their  Mind  can  palliate  fo. 

As  when  moft  griev’d,  to  fhew  a Count’nance 

(clear. 

And  melancholick,  when  beft  pleas’d  t’appear. 

When  Vompey  s Head  was  prefented  to  Cafar,  the 
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Hiftories  tell  us,  that  he  turned  away  his  Face, 
as  from  a fad  and  unpleafmg  Objed.  There 
had  been  fo  long  an  Intelligence  and  Society 
betwixt  them,  in  the  Management  of  the  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  fo  great  a Community  of  Fortunes, 
- fo  many  mutual  Offices,  and  fo  near  an  Alli- 
ance, that  this  Countenance  of  his  ought  not 
to  fuffer  under  any'  Mifinterpretation  ,•  or  to  be 
fufpeded  for  either  falfe  or  counterfeit,  as  this 
other  feems  to  believe : 

Lucrtt.  lib.  ' ’ Tutumque  putavit  \ 

yam  bonus  ejje  fbcer,  lAchrymas  non  fonte  ca  dentes 
Effudit,  gemituftfue  exprejftt  peSiore  Leto, 

Non  alttir  manifefla  putans  abfcondere  mends 
Gaadia , a a am  Lachrymas. 

And  now  he  faw 

’Twas  fafe  to  be  a pious  Father- in- Law, 

He  fhed  forc’d  Tears,  and  from  a joyful  Breaft, 
Fetch’d  Sighs  and  Groans  ,•  conceiving  Tears 
Conceal  his  inward  Joy.  (would  beft 

« I.  ■ , 

Fpr  though  it  be  true,  that  the  greateft  Part 
of  our  Adions,  are  no  other  than  Vizor  and 
Difguife,  and  yet  may  fometimes  be  real  and 
true  : that, 

\ , 

Aulus  Gd.  Hatredis  fletus  fub  per  [on  a rifus  eft. 

U.  Ni/ff, 

The  Heirs  diflembled  Tears  behind  the  Skreen 
Could  one  but  peep,  would  joyful  Smiles  be 

(feen. 

fo  is  it,  that  in  judging  of  thefe  Accidents,  we 
are  to  Confider  how  much  our  Souls  are  oft- 
times  agitated  with  divers  Paflions.  And  as 
they  fay,  that  $nouf  Bodies  there  is  a Congrega- 
tion 
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don  of  divers  Humburs,  of  which,  that  is  the 
Sovereign,  which  according  to  the  Complexion 
we  are  of,  is  commonly  moft  predominant  in 
us : So,  though  the  Soul  have  in  it  divers  Mo- 
tions to  give  it  Agitation  ,•  yet  muft  there  of  ne- 
ceflity  be  one  to  over-rule' all  the  reft,  though 
not  with  fo  neceffary  and  abfolute  a Dominion, 
but  that  through  the  Flexibility  and  Inconftancy 
of  the  Soul,  thofe  of  Ids  Authority,  may,  upon 
Occafion,  reaffume  their  Place,  and  make  a little 
Sally  in  turn.  Thence  it  is  that  we  fee  not  on- 
ly Children,  who  innocently  obey,  and  follow 
Nature,  often  laugh  and  cry  at  the  fame  Thing  : 

But  not  one  of  us  can  boaft,  what  Journey  io- 
ever  he  may  have  in  hand,  that  he  has  the  moft 
fet  his  Heart  upon,  but  when  he  comes  to  part 
with  his  Family  and  Friends,  he  will  find  iome- 
thing  that  troubles  him  within  ,•  and  though  he 
refrain  his  Tears,  yet  he  puts  Foot  i’th’  Stir- 
rup, with  a fad  and  cloudy  Countenance,  and 
what  gentle  Flame  foever  may  have  warm’d  the 
Heart  of  modeft,  and  well-born  Vitgins,  yet 
are  they  fain  to  be  forc’d  from  about  their  Mo- 
thers Necks,  to  be  put  to  Bed  to  their  Husbands, 
whatever  this  boon  Companion  is  pleas’d  to  fay  : 

EJlnc  novis  nuptis  cdio  Venus,  anne  parent um  Catul. 

Fruftrantur  falfis  gaudia  lacbrymulis,  Vum.  67. 

Uhertim  Thalami  quas  intra  limina  fundunt  ? 

Non , ita  me  Divi , vera  gemunt,  juverint. 

Does  the  fair  Bride  the  Sport  fo  mainly  dread. 

That  (he  takes  on  lo,  when  {he’s  put  to  Bed, 

Her  Parents  Joys  t’  allay  with  a feign’d  Tear, 

She  does  not  cry  in  earneft,  I dare  lwear. 

*>*••*•  * ■ » • * • 
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Neither  is  it  ftrange  to  lament  a Perfon,  whom 
a Man  would  by  no  means  fhould  be  alive : 
When  I rattle  my  Man,  I do  it  with  all  the 
mettle  I have,  and  load  him  with  no  feign’d, 
but  downright  real  Curfes ; but  the  heat  being 
over,  if  he  fhould  Hand  in  need  of  me,  I fhould 
be  very  ready  to  do  him  good : for  I inftantly 
turn  the  Leaf.  When  I call  him  Calf  and  Cox- 
comb, I do  not  pretend  to  entail  thofe  Titles  up- 
on him  for  ever  ,•  neither  do  I think  I give  my 
felf  the  lye  in  calling  him  an  honeft  Man  pre- 
fently  after.  Were  it  not  the  fign  of  a Fool  to 
talk  to  ones  felf,  there  would  hardly  be  a day  or 
hour  wherein  I might  not  be  heard  to  grumble, 
land  mutter  to  my  felf,  and  agaihft  my  felf, 
Turd  in  the  Fools  Teeth , and  yet  I do  not  think 
that  to  be  my  Chara&er.  Who  for  feeing  me 
one  while  cold,  and  prefently  very  kind  to  my 
Wife,  believes  the  one  or  the  other  to  be  coun- 
terfeited, is  an  Afs.  Nero  taking  leave  of  his 
Mother)  whom  he  fent  to  be  drown’d,  was 
neverthelefs  fenfible  of  fome  Emotion  at  this 
farewel,  and  was  ftruck  with  Horror  and  Pity. 
’Tis  faid,  that  the  light  of  the  Sun  is  not  one 
continuous  thing,  but  that  he  darts  new  Rays 
fo  thick  one  upon  another,  that  we  cannot  per- 
ceive the  Intermiflion. 

« / 

IM'crct.l.  5.  Largus  enim  liquids  fons  lumims  athereus  Sol 
Irrigat  aflidue  coclum  candore  recently 
Suppetit  at  quo  novo  con  ft  film  lumine  lumen. 

% f ■ • < ♦ *• 

tor  the  Ethereal  Sttn  that  Urines  fo  bright, 

Being  a Fountain  large  of  liquid  fjghh 
With  frelh  Rays  fprinkles  Hill  the  chearful  Sky, 
And  with  new  Light  the  Light  does  ftill  fupply. 

Juft 
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Juft  fo  the  Soul  varioufly  and  interceptibly  darts 
out  her  Paffions.  Artabarus  furprifing  once  his 
Nephew  Xerxes , chid  him  for  the  fudden  alte- 
ration of  his  Countenance.  As  he  was  confider- 
ing  the  immeafurable  Greatnefs  of  his  Forces 
palling  over  the  HeUefpont , for  the  Grecian  Expe- 
dition, he  Was  firft  feiz’d  with  a Palpitation  of 
Joy,  to  fee  fo  many  Millions  of  Men  under  his 
Command,  which  alfo  appear’d  in  the  Gayety 
of  his  Looks : But  his  Thoughts  at  the  fame  in- 
fiant  fuggefting  to  him,  that  of  fo  many  Lives, 
once  in  an  Age  at  moft,  there  would  not  be  one 
left,  he  prefently  knit  his  Brows,  and  grew  Sad^ 
even  to  Tears.  We  have  refolutely  purfu’d  the 
Revenge  of  an  Injury  receiv’d,  and  been  fenfi- 
ble  of  a lingular  Contentment  for  the  Vi&ory : 

But  we  lhall  weep  notwithftanding  : ’tis  not  for 
the  Vi&ory,  though  that  we  lhall  Weep:  there 
is  nothing  alter’d  by  that : but  the  Soul  looks 
upon  things  with  another  Eye,  and  reprefents 
them  to  it  felf  with  another  kind  of  Face  ,*  for 
every  thing  has  many  Faces,  and  feveral  AH- 
pe&s.  Relations,  old  Acquaintance,  and  Friend- 
Ihips,  polfefs  our  Imaginations,  and  make  them 
tender  for  the  time : but  the  Counterturn  is  fo 
quick,  that  ’tis  gone  in  a Moment. 

Nil  d Deo  fieri  celtri  ratione  videtur , 

6)uam  fi  mens  fieri  proponit , & incboat  ipfa.  Lucret,  A3 

Ocitts  ergo  animus  quam  res  fe  perciet  alia, 

Ante  oculos  epuarum  in  promptu  natura  videtur. 

No  Motions  feem  fo  brisk,  and  quick  as  thofe 
The  working  Mind  does  to  be  done  propofe. 

Which  once  propos’d,  her  violent  Motions  are 
Swifter  than  any  thing  we  know  by  far. 

; And 
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And  therefore,  while  we  would  make  one  con- 
tinued thing  of  all  this  fucceflion  of  Paflion, 
we  deceive  our  felves.  When  Ttmoleon  laments 
the  Murther  he  had  committed  upon  fo  mature 
and  generous  Deliberation,  he  does  not  lament 
the  Liberty  reftor’d  to  his  Country,  he  does 
not  lament  the  Tyrant,  but  he  laments  his  Bro- 
ther t One  part  of  his  Duty  is  perform’d,  let  us 
give  him  leave  to  perform  the  other. 


CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

i i , 

. , Of  Solitude. 

. A * r . ->  • 

LE  T us  pretermit  that  old  Comparifon  be- 
twixt the  a<ftive,  and  the  folitary  Life,  and 
as  for  the  fine  Saying,  with  which  Ambition 
and  Avarice  palliate  their  Vices,  That  -we  are  not 
born  for  our  Selves , but  for  the  Publick,  let  US 
boldly  appeal  to  thofe  who  are  moll  interefted 
in  publick  Affairs,  let  them  lay  their  hands  up- 
on their  Hearts,  and  then  fay,  whether  on  the 
contrary,  they  do  not  rather  afpire  to  Titles 
and  Offices,  and  that  Tumult  of  the  World,  to 
make  their  private  Advantage  at  the  publick 
Expence.  But  we  need  not  ask  them  the  quelli- 
on  ; for  the  corrupt  ways  by  which  they  arrive 
* at  the  height  to  which  their  Ambitions  afpire, 
does  manileffly  enough  declare  that  their  ends 
cannot  be  very  good.  Let  us  then  tell  Ambiti- 
on, that  it  is  Ihe  her  felf  who  gives  us  a tall 
of  Solitude  • for  what  does  Ihe  fo  much  avoid 
as  Society  ? What  does  Ihe  fo  much  feek  as  El- 
bow-room? A Man  may  do  well,  or  *M  every 
where:  but  if  what  Bias  fays  be  .true,  that 
the  greateft  part  is  the  worfe,  or  what  the 
* ' , Preacher 

>:  ■ I 
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Preacher  fays,  that  there  is  not  one  good  of  a 
Thoufand  : 

\ * 

Rari  quippe  boni  numero  vix  funt  tot  idem  quot  juven.s*t. 

Tbeb arum  porta  vel  divitis  ojlia  Nili.  »3- 

Becaufe  the  number  of  the  Good’s  as  few 
As  Thebes  fair  Gates,  or  rich  Nile  Mouths  do 

(fpew. 

the  contagion  is  very  dangerous  in  the  Crown. 

A Man  muft  either  imitate  the  vicious,  or  hate 
them  : Both  are  dangerous,  either  to  refemble 
them,  becaufe  they  are  many,  or  to  hate  many, 
becaufe  they  are  unrefembling.  And  Merchants 
that  go  to  Sea  are  in  the  Right,  when  they 
are  cautious  that  thofe  who  embark  with  them 
in  the  fame  Bottom,  be  neither  difiolute  Blas- 
phemers, nor  vicious  otherways  j looking  upon 
fuch  Society  as  unfortunate.  And  therefore  it 
was,  that  Bias  pleafantiy  faid  to  fome,  who  be- 
ing with  him  in  a dangerous  Storm,  implor’d 
the  affiftance  of  the  Gods,  Peace , [peak  foftly, 
faid  he,  that  they  may  not  know  you  are  here  in  my 
Company : And  df  more  prefling  Example,  Al- 
buquerque Vice- Roy  in  the  Indies , for  Emanuel 
King  of  Portugal , in  an  extream  peril  of  Ship- 
wrack,  took  a young  Boy  up^n  his  Shoulders, 
for  this  only  end,  that  in  the  Society  of  their 
common  Danger,  his  Innocency  might  Serve  to 
protect  him,  and  to  recommend  him  to  the  Di- 
vine Favour,  that  they  might  get  fafe  to  Shoar  : 

’Tis  not  that  a wile  Man  may  not  live  every 
where  content,  either  alone,  or  in  the  Crowd  of 
a Palace  : But  if  it  be  left  to  his  own  choice,  he 
will  tell  you,  that  he  would  fly  the  very  fight 
of  the  latter  ,*  he  can  endure  it  if  peed  be ; but 

...  if 
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if  it  be  referred  to  him,  he  will  choofe  the  firft. 
He  cannot  think  himfelf  fufficiently  rid  of  Vice, 
if  he  mull  yet  contend  with  it  in  other  Men  : 
C barondaf  punilh’d  thofe  for  ill  Men,  who  were 
convid  of  keeping  of  ill  Company.  There  is 
nothing  fo  Unfociable,  and  Sociable,  as  Man, 
the  one  by  his  Vice,  the  other  by  his  Nature. 
And  Antijlhenes  in  my  Opinion,  did  not  give 
him  a fatisfa&ory  Anfwer,  whp  Reproach’d  him 
with  frequenting  ill  Company,  by  faying.  That 
the  Thyjicians  liv’d  well  enough  amongjl  the  Sick  : 
for  if  they  contribute  to  the  health  of  the  Sick, 
no  doubt,  but  by  the  Contagion,  continual  fight 
of,  and  familiarity  with  Difeafes,  they  mnft  of 
necefGty  impair  their  own.  Now  the  end  I 
fuppofe  is  all  one,  to  live  at  more  leifure,  and 
at  greater  eafe:  but  Men  do  not  always  take 
the  right  way  ; for  they  often  think  they  have  to- 
tally taken  leave  of  all  Bufinefs,  when  they  have 
only  exchang’d  one  Employment  for  another. 
There  is  little  lefs  trouble  in  governing  a private 
Family,  than  a whole  Kingdom:  whereever 
the  Mind  is  perplex’d,  it  is  in  an  entire  diforder, 
and  Domeftick  Employments  are  not  lefs  trou- 
blefom,  for  being  lefs  important.  Moreover, 
for  having  fhak’d  off  the  Court,  and  Publick 
Employments,  we  have  not  taken  leave  of  the 
principal  Vexations  of  Life. 

Ho*,  lib.  i.  ———Ratio,  & prudent ia  curas, 

Ep'ft.  1 1 . locus  effufi  late  mar  is  arbiter  aufert. 

Reafon  and  Prudence,  our  Affe&ions  eafe. 

Not  remote  Voyages,  on  unknown  Seas. 

Our  Ambition,  our  Avarice,  Irrefolution,  Fears, 
and  Inordinate  Defires,  do  not  leave  us  when 
we  forfake  our  Native  Country  ; 

Et 
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, Et  pofi  equitem  fedet  atra  cur  a.  Hor.lib.  3. 

, .1  • ' Ode  1. 

And  who  does  mount  his  Horfe  to  this,  will  find. 

He  carries  Black^brow'd  Madam  Care  behind. 

She  oft  follows  us  even  to  Cloifters,  and  Philo- 
fophical  Schools  j nor  Defarts,  nor  Caves,  Hair- 
fhirts,  nor  Falls,  can  difengage  us  from  her : 

Haret  lateri  letbalis  arttndo.  ^ 

The  fatal  Shaft  flicks  to  the  wounded  Side.  l"  4‘ 


One  telling  Socrates,  that  fuch  a one  was  no- 
thing improv’d-  ;by  his  Travels.  I very  well  be- 
lieve it,  faid  he,  for  be  took  himfelf  along  with 
him. 


®htid  terras  alio  calentes 
Sole  mutamus?  p atria  quis  exul 
Se  quoque  fugit  ? 


I 

Htr.lib.  i. 
Ode  1 6. 


To  change  our  Native  Soil,  why  fhould  we  Run 
To  feek  out  one  warm’d  by  another  Sun  ? 

For  yet  what  Banilh’d  Man  could  ever  find. 
When  furtheft  fent,  he  left  himfelf  behind  ? 

If  a Man  do  not  firft  difcharge  both  himfelf  and 
his  Mind,  of  the  Burthen  with  which  he  finds 
himfelf  Opprefs’d,  Motion  will  but  make  it 
prefs  the  harder,  and  fit  the  heavier,  as  the  La- 
ding of  a Ship  is  of  lefs  Incumbrance,  when  faft, 
and  bellow'd  in-  a fetled  Pofture  $.  you  do  a Sick 
Man  more  harm,  than  good,  in  removing  him 
from  Place  to  Place ; you  fix  and  eflablim  the 
Difeafe  by  Motion,  a$  Stoops  dive  deeper  into 
the  Earth,  by  being  mov’d  up  and  down  in  the 
'place  where  they  are  defign’d  to  (land.  And 

there- 
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therefore  it  is  not  enough  to  get  remote  from 
the  Publick ; ’tis  not  enough  to  fhift  the  Soil 
only,  a Man  muft  fly  from  the  Popular  Difpo- 
fitions  that  have  taken  poflbffion  of  his  Soul, 
he  muft  Sequefter  and  ravifh  himfelf  from  him- 
felf. 

Ptrftus.  Rupi  jam  vincula , dicas. 

Sat.  5.  Nam  luff  at  a canis  nodum  arripit , attamcn  ilia 
Cum  fugit , d collo  trabitur  pars  longa  catena. 

(Chain, 

Thou’lt  fay  perhaps,  that  thou  haft  broke  the 
„ Why,  fo  the  Dog  has  gnaw’d  the  Knot  in  ’twain 
That  ti'd  him  there,  but  as  he  flies,  he  feels 
The  pond’rous  Chain  ftill  rattling  at  his  Heels. 

We  ftill  carry  our  Fetters  along  with  us ; ’tis  not 
an  abfolute  Liberty } we  yet  caft  back  a kind 
Look  upon  what  we  have  left  behind  us,*  the 
Fancy  is  ftill  full  of  our  old  way  of  Living. 

Lucret.  1.  s . r-Nifi  pur gat  urn  eft  pelt  us,  qua  pralia  nobis, 

Atqut  pericula  tunc  ingrafts  infinuandum  ? 

Quanta  confcindunt  hominum  cupidinis  acres  ' 
Sollicitum  cur  a,  quantique  perinde  timores  ? 

Quidve  fuperbia , fpurcitia,  ac  petulant  ia,  quant  as 
Efficiunt  clades , quid  luxus , dtfidiefque  ? ~ • 4 

({freight, 

Unlefi  the  Mind  be  Purg’d,  what  Conflicts 
And  Dangers  will  it  not  inflnuate  ? 

The  Luftful  Man,  how  many  bitter  Cares, 

Do  gall,  and  fret,  and  then  how  many  Fears? 
What  Horrid  Mifchiefs,  what  Dire  Slaughters 

Will  not  Pride,  Luft,  and  Petulancy  do  ? (too 

* ■ , , , . * 

And. 
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And  what  from  Luxury  can  we  exped. 

And  Sloath  • but  all  the  ill  ill  can  effed  ? 

The  Mind  it  felf  is  the  Difeafe,  and  cannot 
efcape  from  it  felf  ,* 

In  culpa  efl  animus , qui  fe  non  effugit  nunquam.  Hor.l.  1. 

Ep.  14* 

Still  in  the  Mind  the  Fault  does  lie. 

That  never  from  it  felf  can  flie. 

and  therefore  is  to  be  call’d  home,  and  confin’d 
within  it  felf  ^ that  is  the  true  Solitude,  and  that 
may  be  enjoy’d  even  in  Populous  Cities,  and 
the  Courts  of  Kings,  though  more  commodi- 
oufly  a-part. 

Now  fince  we  will  attempt  to  live  alone,  and 
to  wave  all  manner  of  Converfation  amongft 
Men,  let  us  fo  order  it,  that  our  Contentation 
may  depend  wholly  upon  our  felves,  and  dif- 
folve  all  Obligations  that  ally  us  to  others:  Let 
us  obtain  this  from  our  felves  that  we  may  live 
alone  in  good  earneft,  and  Live  at  our  eafe  too. 

Stilpo  having  efcap’d  from  the  Fire  that  con- 
fum’d  the  City  where  he  liv’d,  and  where  he 
had  his  Wife,  Children,  Goods,  and  all  that  e- 
Ver  he  was  Mafter  of,  deftroy’d  by  the  Flame  ; 
Demetrius  Poliorcetes  feeing  him  in  fo  great  a Ruine 
of  his  Country,  appear  with  fo  Serene  and  Un- 
difturb’d  a Countenance,  ask’d  him,  if  he  had 
receiv’d  no  Lofs  ? To  which  he  made  Anfwer, 

No  i and  that,  thanks  be  to  God,  nothing  was 
loft  of  his ; which  alfo  was  the  meaning  of  the 
Philofopher  Antifthenes,  when  he  pleafantly  faid. 

That  Men  fhould  only  furnifh  themfelves  with 
fuch  things  as  would  Swim,  and  might  with  the 
Owner  efcape  the  Storm  ,•  and  certainly,  a wife 
Man  never  lofes  any  thing,  if  he  have  himfelf. 

When 

e 


Digitized  by  Google 


■538  Montaigne’s  EJfays.  Book  I. 

When  the  City  of  Nola  was  ruin’d  by  the  Bar- 
barians, Vaulinusy  who  was  Biihop  of  that  Place* 
having  there  loft  all  he  had,  and  himfelf  a Pri- 
foner,  pray’d  after  this  manner,  O Lord , defend 
me  from  being  fenfible  of  this  Lofs  ; for  thou  know- 
eft  t the y have  yet  touch'd  nothing  of  that  which  is 
mine ; The  Riches  that  made  him  Rich,  and  the 
Goods  that  made  him  Good,  were  ftill  kept  en- 
tire. This  it  is  to  make  choice  of  Treafures, 
that  can  fecure  themlelves  from  Plunder  and 
Violence,  and  to  hide  them  in  fuch  a Place,  in- 
to which  no  one  can  enter,and  that  are  not  to  be 
betray’d  by  any  but  our  felves.  Wives,  Chil- 
dren and  Goods,  muft  be  had,  and  efpecially 
Health,  by  him  that  can  get  it;  but  we  are  not 
fo  to  fet  our  Hearts  upon  them,  that  our  Hap- 
pinefs  muft  have  its  dependance  upon  any  of 
thefe;  we  muft  referve  a Back-lhop,  a With- 
drawing-Room,  wholly  our  own,  and  entirely 
free  wherein  to  fettle  our  true  Liberty,  our  prin- 
cipal Solitude  and  Retreat.  And  in  this,  we 
muft  for  the  moft  part  entertain  our  felves  with 
our  felves,  and  fo  privately,  that  no  Knowledge 
or  Communication,  of  any  Exotick  Concern, 
be  admitted  there,  thereto  Laugh  and  to  Talk, 
as  if  without  Wife,  Children,  Goods,  Train, 
or  Attendance,  to  the  end,  that  when  it  ftiall  fo 
fail  out,  that  we  muft  lofe  any,  or  all  of  thefe, 
it  may  be  no  new  thing  to  be  without  them. 
We  have  a Mind  pliable  of  it  felf,  that  will  be 
Company,  has  wherewithal  to  attack,  and  to 
defend,  to  receive,  and  to  give : Let  us  not 
then  fear  in  this  Solitude,  to  languilh  under  an 
uncomfortable  Vacancy. 

t 

In  folis  fs  tibi  tttrba  locis . ' 

• " \ 

In 
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In  Solitary  Places  be 

Unto  thy  felf  good  Company. 

i i 

Vertue  is  fatisfied  with  her  felf,  without  Difci- 
pline,  without  Words,  without  Effe&s.  In  our 
ordinary  A&ions,  there  is  not  one  of  a Thou- 
fand  that  concerns  our  felves : He  that  thou 
feeft  fcambling  up  the  Ruines  of  that  Wall,  Fd- 
rious,  and  Tranfported,  againft  whom  fo  many 
Harquebus  Shot  are  level! <3  ; and  that  other  all 
over  Scars,  pale,  and  fainting  with  Hunger,  and 
yet  refolv’d  rather  to  Die^  than  to  open  his 
Gate  to  Him,,  doff  thou  think  that  thele  Men 
are  there  upon  their  own  Account  Z No,  per- 
adventure  in  the  behalf  of  one  whom  they  ne- 
ver faw,  and  that  never  concerns  himfelf  for 
their  Pains,  and  Danger,  but  lies  wallowing  the 
while  ift  Sloath  and  Pleafure : This  other  Sla- 
vering, Blear-ey’d,  Slovenly  Fellow,  that  thou 
feeft  come  out  of  his  Study  after  Midnight, 
doft  thou  think  he  has  been  tumbling  over  Books, 
to  learn  how  to  become  a better  Man,  Wifer, 

- and  more  Content : No  fuch  matter,  he  will 
there  end  his  Days,  but  he  will  teach  Pofterity 

- the  meafure  of  Plautus  his  Verfes,  and  the  Or- 
thography of  a Latin  Word:  Who  is  it  that  does 
not  voluntarily  exchange  his  Health,  his  Repofe, 
and  his  very  Life  for  Reputation,  and  Glory  ? 

The  raoft  ufelefs,  frivolous,  and  falfe  Coin  that 
paffes  currant  amongft  us : Our  own  Death  does 
not  fufficiently  terrifie,  and  trouble  us,  let  us 
moreover  charge  our  felves,  with  thofe  of  our 
Wives,  Children,  and  Family : Our  own  Af- 
fairs do  not  afford  us  anxiety  enough,  let  us  un- 
dertake thofe  of  our  Neighbours,  and  Friendsi 
ftill  more  to  break  our  Brains,  and  torment  us. 

A a Vah 
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Ter  Adel.  Tab  quentquatnne  hontinetn  In  anitnum  injii.it are  aut 

AS.  j.  Sc.  Par  are,  quod  Jit  cbariusy  quant  iffe  eft  Jibs  ? 

*'  Alas  ? What  Mortal  will  be  fo  unwife 

Any  thing  dearer,  than  himfelf  to  prize  ? 

Solitude  feems  to  me  to  have  the  beft  Pretence, 
in  fuch  as  have  already  employed  their  moft 
a&ive  and  flourifhing  Age  in  the  World’s  Ser- 
vice ; by  the  example  of  Thales.  ■ We  have 
.lived  enough  for  others,  let  us  at  lead  live 
out  the  fmall  Remnant  of  Life  for  our  Selves  ,• 
let  us  now  call  in  our  Thoughts,  and  Intenti- 
ons to  our  Selves,  and  to  our  own  Eafe,  and 
Repofe:  *Tis  no  light  thing  to  make  a fure 
Retreat,  it  will  be  enough  to  do  without  mix- 
ing other  Enterprifes  and  Defrgns,  fince  God 
gives  us  leifure  ro  prepare  for,  and  to  order  our 
Remove,  let  us  make  ready,  trufs  our  Baggage, 
take  leave  betimes  of  the  Company,  let  us  dif- 
entangle  our  felves  from  thofe  violent  Importu- 
nities that  engage  us  elfewhere,  and  feparate  us 
from  our  felves : We  muft  break  the  ^Knot  of 
our  Obligations,  how  ftrong  foever,  and  here- 
after love  this,  or  that ; but  efpoufe  nothing, 
but  our  Selves : That  is  to  fay,  let  the  remain- 
der be  our  own,  but  not  fo  joyn’d  and  fo  clofe, 
as  not  to  be  forc’d  away  without  flaying  us,  or 
tearing  part  of  the  whole  Piece.  Thegreateft 
thing  in  the  World  is  for  a Man  to  know  that 
he  is  his  own  : ’Tis  time  to  wean  our  felves  from 
Society,  when  we  can  no  more  add  any  thing 
to  it ,-  and  who  is  not  in  a Condition  to  Lend, 
muft  forbid  himfelf  to  Borrow.  Our  Forces 
begin  to  fail  us,  and  are  of  no  more  ufe  for 
Foreign  Offices  j let  us  call  them  in,  and  lock 
them  up  at  Home  ,*  He  that  can  within  himfelf 
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paft  off,  and  disband  the  Offices  of  fo  many 
fftiendihips,  and  chap  tumult  of  Convention  he 
has  contra&ed  in  the  bufy  World,  let  him  do 
it:  In  this  decay  of  Mature,  which  renders  him 
xileiefs,  burthenfom,  and  importunate  to  others. 

Jet  him  have  a care  of  being  ufelefs,  burthen- 
fom,and  importunate  to  himfelf : Let  him  footh, 
and  carefs  himfelf,  and  above  all  Things  be 
fure  to  govern  himfelf  with  Reverence  to  his 
Reafon  and  Confcience,  to  that  Pegree,  as  to 
be  afham'd  to  make  a falfe  ftepin  their  Prefence. 
Rarum  e(l  enim,  ut  fat  it  fe  yuifjue  ■vereafur.  For  Pyth%. 
’tis  rarely  / ten  that  Men  have  Refpeft , and  Reve- 
rence enough  for  themfelves.  Socrates  lays,  that 
Boys  are  to  caufe  themfelves  to  be  inflated,. 

Men  to  exercife  themfelves  in  well  doing,  and 
old  Men  to  retire  from  all  Civil  and  Military 
Employments,  living  at  their  own  Difcretion, 
without  the  Obligation  to  any  certain  Office. 
There  are  fome  Complexions  more  proper  for 
thefe  Precepts  of  Retirement,  than  others,  fuch 
as  are  of  a foft  and  faint  Apprehenfion,  and  of 
a tender  Will, and  Affe&ion,  as  I am,  will  foon- 
er  encline  to  this  Advice,  than  a&ive  and  bufy 
Souls,  which  embrace  all,  engage  in  all, ' and 
are  hot  upon  every  thing,  who  offer,  prefent, 
and  give  themfelves  up  to  eyery  Occafictn/  We 
are  to  ferve  our  felyes  with  thefe  accidental  and 
extraneous  Things,  fo  far  as  they  are  plea%ic 
to  us,  but  by  no  means  tp  lay  our  principal  poun- 
datipn  there.  This  is  no  true  one,  neither  Na- 
ture nor  Reafon  can  allow  it  fo  to  be,  and 
why  therefore  Ihould  we  contrary  to  their  Laws, 
enflave  our  own  Contentment,  by  giving  it  in? 
to  the  power  of  another  ? To  anticipate  alfo 
phe  accidents  of  Fortune,  arid  to  deprive  pur 
felyes  of  thofp  tilings  we  have  in  pur  owp 
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Power,  as  feveral  have  done  upon  the  account 
of  Devotion,  and  fome  Philofophers  by  dif* 
courfe  ; to  ferve  a Mans  felf,  to  lie  hard,  to 
put  out  our  own  Eyes,  throw  Wealth  into  the 
River,  and  to  feek  out  Grief,  (the  one  by  the 
uneafinefs  and  mifery  of  this  Life,  to  pretend 
to  blifs  in  another  ; the  other  by  laying  them- 
f^lves  low,  to  avoid  the  Danger  of  falling)  are 
atftsof  an  exceffive  Nature.  The  ftoutelt,  and 
moil  obftinate  Natures,  gender  even  their  moft 
abftrufe  Retirements  Glorious  and  Exemplary. 


Her.  I i . * Tuta,  & parvula  laudo , 

Epift'  15.  Cutn’-res  deficiunt,  fatis  inter  villa  fort  is : 

‘ Vetum  ubi  quid  melius  contigit , & unctius  idem  ", 
Uos  fapere , & Jotos  aio  bene  vivere,  quorum 
Confpicitur  nitidis  f undata  pecunia  vil/is. 

*  — Where  plenty  fails, 

A fecure  Competency  I like  well. 

And  love  the  Man  difafter  cahnot  quell : 

But  when  good  Fortune  with  a liberal  Hand 
Her  Gifts  beftows  ,*  thofe  Men  I underhand 
Alone  happy  to  Live,  and  to  be  Wife, 

/ Whofe  Money  does  in  neat  built  Villa’s  rife. 

A great  deal  lefs  would  ferve  my  turn  well  e- 
nough.  ’Pis  enough  for  me  under  Fortunes  Fa- 
vour to  prepare  my  felf  for  her  Diigrace,  and 
being  at  my  eafe  to  reprefent  to  my  felf,  as  far 
as  my  Imagination  can  ftretch,  the  ill  to  come; 

* as  we  do  at  Jufts,  and  Tiltings,'.  where  we 
Counterfeit  War  in  the  greateft  calm  of  Peace. 
I do  not  think  Arcefilaus  the  Philofopher  the  lefs 
'femperate  and  Reform’d,  for  knowing  that  he 

•made  ufe  of  Gold,  and  Silver  Veflels,  when  the 

* Condition  of  his  Fortune  allow’d  him  Co  to  do : 

• 1 i *.  But 
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But  have  a better  Opinion  of  him,  than  if  he 
had  deni’d  himfelf  what  he  us’d  with  Liberali- 
ty and  Moderation.  I fee  the  utrnoft  Limits 
of  Natural  Neceffity,  and  confidering  a poor 
Man  begging  at  my  Door  oft-times  more  Jo- 
cund and  more  Healthy  than  I my  felf  am,  I 
put  my  felf  into  his  place,  and  attempt  to  drefs 
my  Mind  after  his  Mode  ; and  running  in  like 
manner  over  other  Examples,  though  I fancy 
Death,  Poverty,  Contempt,  and  Sicknefs  tread- 
ing on  my  Heels,  I eafily  refolve  not  to  be  af- 
frighted, forafmuch  as  a lefs  than  I takes  them 
with  fo  much  Patience,  and  am  not  willing  to 
believe  that  a lefs  Underftanding  can  do  more 
than  a greater  ; or  that  the  effe&s  of  Precept 
cannot  arrive  to  as  great  a height,  as  thofe  of 
Cuftom  : And  knowing  of  how  uncertain  dura- 
tion thefe  accidental  Conveniences  are,  I never 
forget,  in  the  height  of  all  my  Enjoyments,  to 
make  it  my  chiefeft  Prayer  to  Almighty  God, 
that  he  will  pleafe  to  render  me  content  with 
my  felf,  and  the  Condition  wherein  I am.  I 
fee  feveral  young  Men  very  Gay,  and  Frolick  ; 
who  neverthelels  keep  a Mafs  of  Pills  in  their 
Trunk  at  Home,  to  take  when  the  Rheum  fhall 
fall,  which  they  fear  fo  much  the  lefs,  becaufe 
they  think  they  have  Remedy  at  hand  : Every 
one  fhould  do  the  fame,  and  moreover  if  they 
find  themfelves  fubjeft  tofome  more  violent  Dif- 
eafe,  fhould  furnifh  themfelves  with  fuch  Me- 
dicines as  may  numb  and  ftupify  the  Part : The 
Employment  a Man  fhould  choofe  for  a Se- 
dentary Life,  ought  neither  to  be  a laborious, 
nor  an  unpleafing  one,  otherwife  ’tis  to  no  pur- 
pofe  at  all  to  be  retir’d  : And  this  depends  upon 
every  ones  liking,  and  humour  ; mine  has  no 
manner  of  complacency  for  Husbandry,  and 

A a 2 fuch 

a * * * VM 


Digitized  by  Google 


wi ■ ' - - ••  ••  » 

„344 Montaigne’ j Ejjays. Book  I. 

fuch  as  love  it,  ought  to  apply  theihTelyes  to  it 
with  Moderation. 

tor;  Ep.  I.  Conantur  fihi  res , ndn  fe  fitbmittere  rtbtts. 

A Man  ihould  to  himfelf  his  Bufinefs  fit^ 

But  fliould  riot  to  Affairs  himfelf  fubrriit. 

, - Husbandry  is  otherwife  a very  Servile  Employ- 

ment, as  Saluft  tells  us,  though  fome  parts  of 
it  are  more  excufable  than  the  reft,  as  the  care 
of  Gardens,  which  Zenophon  attributes  to  Cyrus , 
and  a Mean  may  be  found  out  betwixt  fordid 
and  homely  Affe&ion,  fo  full  of  perpetual  Soli- 
tude, which  is  feen  in  Men  who  make  it  their 
entire  Bufinefs  and  Study,  and  that  ftupid  and 
fextream  Negligence,  letting  all  things  go  at 
Random,  we  fee  in  others. 

tor.Ep.ii. — Deriiocriti  peats  edit  agellos, 

Cultaque , dum  peregre  efi  animus  fine  corpore  veloie. 

Democritus  his  Cattei  fpoils  his  Goto, 

Whilft  he  from  thence  on  Fancy’s  Wings  is 

(born. 

But  let  us  hear  what  advice  the  younger  Pliny 
*Cstn'niui  gives  his  Friend  * Cornelius  Rufus , upon  the  Sub- 
je&  of  Solitude,*  t advife  thee,  in  the  plentiful 
Retirement  wherein  thou  art,  to  leave  to  thy 
Hinds,  and  inferior  Servants,  the  care  of  thy 
Husbandry,  and  to  addi#  thy  felf  to  the  Study 
of  Letters,  to  extra#  from  thence  fomething 
that  may  be  entirely  and  abfolutely  thine  own. 
By  which,  he  means  Reputation  ,*  like  Cicera, 
who  fays,  that  he  would  employ  his  Solitude 
and  Retirement,  from  Publick  Affairs,  to  ae- 
iquire  by  his  Writings  an  Immortal  Life. 

Ufijue 
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Scire  tutim  nihil  eft,  ni[i  te  fcire  hoc  fciat  alter  ? 


PC-  OJ.  J . 


\ 

Is  all  rby  Learning  nothing,  unlefs  thou. 

That  thou  art  Knowing,  make  all  others  know  ? 

It  appears  to  be  Reafon,  when  a Man  talks  of 
retiring  from  the  World,  that  he  fhould  look 
quite  out  of  himfelf.  Thefe  do  it  but  by  halves. 
They  defign  well  enough  for  themfelves, ’tis  true, 
when  they  fhali  be  no  more  in  it;  but  flill  they 
pretend  to  extrad  the  Fruits  of  that  Defign  from 
the  World,  when  abfented  from  it,  by  a ridi- 
culous Contradi&ion.  The  Imagination  of  thofe 
who  feek  Solitude,  upon  the  account  of  Devo- 
tion, filling  their  Hopes  with  certainty  of  Di- 
vine Promifes  in  the  other  Life,  is  much  more 
rationally  founded.  They  propofe  to  themfelves 
God,  an  infinite  Objed  in  Goodnefs  and  Pow- 
er. The  Soul  has  there  wherewithal,  at  full  li- 
berty, to  fatiate  her  Defires.  Afflidions  and 
Sufferings  turn  to  their  Advantage,  being  under- 
gone for  the  acquifition  of  an  eternal  Health, 
and  everlafting  Joys.  Death  is  to  be  wilh’d  and 
long’d  for,  where  it  is  the  paffage  to  fo  perfed 
a Condition.  And  the  tartnefs  of  thefe  fevere 
Rules  they  impofe  upon  themfelves,  is  immedi- 
ately taken  away  by  Cuftom,  and  all  their  car- 
nal Appetites  baffled  and  fubdu’d,  by  refufing  to 
humour  and  feed  them;  they  being  only  lup- 
ported  by  Ufe  and  Exercife.  This  foie  end 
therefore,  of  another  happy  and  immortal  Life, 
is  that  which  really  merits,  that  we  fhould  aban- 
don the  Pleafures  and  Conveniences  of  this. 
And  who  can  really  and  conflantly  enflame  his 
Soul  with  the  ardour  of  this  lively  Faith  and 
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Hope,  does  ered  for  himfelf  in  this  Solitude,  a 
more  vplpptuous  and  delicious  Life,  than  any 
ocher  fort  of  Living  whatever.  Neither  the  End 
then,  nor  the  Means  of  this  Advice  of  Pliny, 
pleafes  me,  for  we  ofcen  fall  out  of  the  Frying- 
pan  into  the  Fire.  This  Book-Employment  is 
as  painful  as  any  other,  and  as  great  an  Enemy 
to  Health,  which  ought  to  be  the  firft  thing  in 
every  Man’s  profpedb  ; neither  ought  a Man  to 
be  allur’d  with  the  pleafureof  it,  which  is  the 
fame  that  deftroys  the  Wary,  Avaritious,  Volup- 
tuous and  Ambitious  Men.  The  Wife  give  us 
caution  enough,  to  beware  the  Treachery  of 
pur  Deftres,  and  to  diftinguilh  true  and  entire 
Pleafures,  from  fuch  as  are  mix’d  and  complica- 
ted with  greater  Pain.  For  the  greateft  part  of 
Pleafures,  (fay  they,)  wheedle  and  carefs,  on- 
\y  to  ftrangle  us,  like  thofe  Thieves  the  Egypti- 
ans call'd  Pbilifte  ; and  if  the  Head-Ach  fhould 
come  before  Drunkennefs,  we  fhould  have  a 
pare  of  Drinking  too  much : but  Pleafure  to  de- 
ceive us,  marches  before,  and  conceals  her  Train. 
Books  are  pleafant,  but  if  by  being  over  Studi- 
ous, we  impair  our  Health,  and  fpoil  our  good 
Humour,  two  of  the  beft  Pieces  we  have,  let  us 
give  it  over ; for  I for  my  part  am  one  of  thofe 
who  think,  thac  no  Fruit  deriv’d  from  them, 
can  recompence  fo  great  a Lofs.  As  Men  who 
feel  themfelves  weakned  by  a long  Series  of  In- 
difpofition,  give  themfelves  up  at  laft  to  the 
mercy  of  Medicine,  and  fubmit  to  certain  Rules 
of  Living,  which  they  are  for  the  futtfre  never 
to  Tranfgrefs  ,•  fo  he  who  retires,  weary  of,  and 
difgiftecj  with',  the  common  way  of  Living, 
ougi.t  to  model  this  new  One  he  enters  into,  by 
the  Rules  of  Reafon,  and  to  inffitute  and'efla- 
it  by  Premeditation,  and  after  the  beftMe- 
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thod  he  can  contrive.  He  ought  to  have  taken 
leave  of  all  forts  of  Labour,  what  Advantage 
foever  he  may  propofe  to  himfelf  by  it  ,•  and 
generally  to  have  fliaken  off  all  thofe  Paffions 
which  difturb  the  Tranquillity  of  Body  and  Soul, 
and  then  choofe  the  Way  that  belt  fuits  with  his 
own  Humour : , 


Unufquifaue  fua  noverit  ire  via. 

Every  one  belt  doth  know. 

In  his  own  Way  to  go. 


Prtftrtl if. 
Eltg.  as- 


In  Menagery,  Study,  Hunting,  and  all  ofher 
Exercifes,  Men  are  to  proceed  to  the  utmoft 
limits  of  Pleafure  ; but  muft  take  heed  of  en- 

f aging  further,  where  Solitude  and  Trouble 
egin  to  mix.  We  are  to  referve  fo  much 
Employment  only,  as  is  neceffary  to  keep  us 
in  Breath,  and  to  defend  us  from  the  Inconve- 
niences, that  the  other  Extream,  of  a dull  and 
flupid  Lazinefs  brings  along  with  it.  There 
are  fome  Steril,  Knotty  Sciences,  and  chiefly 
hammer’d  out  for  the  Crowd ; let  fuch  be  left 
to  them  who  are  engag’d  in  the  Publick  Service  : 
I for  my  part  care  for  no  other  Books,  but  ei- 
ther fuch,  as  are  pleafant  and  eafy,  to  delight 
me,  or  thofe,  that  comfort  and  inftru#  me,  how 
to  regulate  my  Life  and  Death. 


Taciturn  fylvas  inter  reptare  falubret,  Horiip.^. 

Curantem  quidquid  dignum  fapiente  bonoquc  efi.  **  *• 

Silently  Meditating  in  the  Groves, 

What  beft,  a Wife  and  Honeft  Man  behoves. 

Wifer  Men  propofe  to  themfelves  a Repofe 
wholly  Spiritual,  as  having  great  force  and  vi- 
gour 
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gonr  of  Mind  ; but  for  me,  who  hare  a very 
ordinary  Soul,!  find  it  very  neceffary,  to  fupporc 
rty  felf  with  bodily  Conveniences  $ arid  Age 
having  Of  Irite  depriv’d  rtlO  of  thofe  Pleafures  that 
Were  moft  Acceptable  to  me,  I inftrtx&and  whet 
my  Appetite  to  thofe  that  remain,  and  aremdtre 
fuitable  to  this  other  Seafon.  We  ought  to  hold 
with  all  our  Force,  both  of  Hands  and  Teeth, 
the  Ufe  of  the  Pleafures  of  Life,  that  our  Years, 
one  after  another,  fnatch  away  from  us. 


Ptrfilif, 

Sat.  5- 


Carpamus  Jvlcia , nofttuitt  tp. 

Quod  viv is y ctnisy  & manes , & fabula  fie s. 

Let  us  enjoy  Life’s  Sweets,  for  ihortly  we, 
Afhes,  pale  GhOfts,  and  Fables,  all  ihall  be. 

Now  as  to  the  End,  that  Tlinj  and  Cicero  pro- 
pofe  to  Us  of  Glory  j ’tis  infinitely  wide  of  my 
Account ; for  Ambition,  is  of  all  other,  the  moil 
Contrary  Humour  to  Solitude ; and  Glory  and 
Repofe  are  fo  inconfiftent,  that  they  cannot  pof- 
fibly  inhabit  in  one  and  the  fame  Place ; and  for 
fb  mUch  as  1 underftand,  thofe  have  only  their 
Arras  arid  Legs  difingag’d  from  the  Crowa,their 
Mind  and  Intehtion  remain  engag’d  behind  more 
than  ever. 


I 


Tun  y •vetuhy  auricttlit  alien! s coUign  eficas  ? 

?trfiuT,  Doft  thou,  old  Dotard,  at  thefe  Years, 

**  Gather  fine  Tales  for  others  Ears  ? 

They  are  only  retir’d  to  take  a better  Leap,  and1 
by  a ftronger  Mqtioh,  to  give  a brisker  Charge 
into  the  Crowd.  Will  you  fee  how  they  (hoot 
fhort  i Let  us  put  into  the  Counterpoife,  the 
Advice  of  two  PhiloFophers  of  two  very  dif- 
ferent Se&s,  writing  the  one  to  Uomcncm,  the 

other 
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other  to  Lucilittsy  their  Friends,  to  rfcthre  Into 
Solitude  froth  worldly  Honours,  and  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  publick  Affairs.  You  have,  fay 
they,  hitherto  liV’d  Swimming  and  Floating, 
come  nowj  and  die  hi  the  Harbour : YOU  havfe 
given  the  firft  Part  of  your  Life  to  the  Lighti’ *'  ’ 
give  what  remains  to  the  Shade.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  give  Over  Bufiiiefs,  if  yoti  do  not  alfo 
quit  the  Ftiiitj  and  therefore  difengage  your 
felves  from  all  the  Gohcerns  of  Name  and  Glo- 
ry. ’Tis  to  Be  feaf d,  the  Luftre  of  your  for- 
mer Aiftiohs  will  give  you  but  too  much  Light, 
ahd  follow  yOU  Ihfcoybur  ttidft  private^  andlhoft 
obfeure  Retreat:  Quit  with  oeher  Pledfures, 
that  which  proceeds  frOfn  the  Approbatioh  of 
another : And  as  to  ybttr  Knowledge  and  Parts, 
never  ebneern  your  felves,  they  will  hdt  lofe 
thfeit  Effedt,  if  yoht  felves  Be  fever  thfe  better 
for  them.  Remember  him.  Who  being  ask’d. 

Why  he  took  fo  much  Pains  in  an  Art,  that 
could  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  but  few  Per- 
fons  i A few  arfe  enough  for  me,  reply’d  he,  I 
have  enough  of  one,  I have  enough  of  never 
a one.  He  faid  true,  you  and  a Companion, 

» are  Theatre  enough  to  one  another,  or  you  to 
your  felf.  Let  us  be  to  you  the  whole  People, 
and  the  whole  People  to  you  but  one : ’Tis  an 
unworthy  Ambition,  to  think  to  derive  Glory 
from  a Man’s  Sloth  and  Privacy : You  are 
to  do  like  the  Beafts  of  Chace,  who  put  out 
the  Track  at  the^Entrance  into  their  Den. 

You  are  no  more  to  concern  your  felf  how 
the  World  talks  of  you,  but  how  you  are  to 
talk  to  your  felf : Retire  your  felf  into  your  felf, 
but  firft  prepare  your  felf  there  to  receive  your 
felf : It  were  a Folly  to  truft  your  felf  in  your 
own  Hands,  if  you  cannot  govern  your  felf ; 
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a Man  may  as  well  mifcarry  alone,  as  in  Com- 
pany, till  you  have  rendred  your  felf  as  fuch, 
as  before  whom  you  dare  not  trip,  and  till  you 
have  a Bafhfulnefs  and  Refpeft  for  your  felf, 
CicmTuft.  Obfervantur  fpecies  hone  ft  a an'mo,  Let  juft  and  hone  ft 
Sjiaft.  i,  Things  be  ftilt  reprejented  to  the  Mind.  Prefent  con- 
*•  tinually  to  your  Imagination,  Cato,  Pbocion, 
and  Ariftides , in  whofe  Prefence  the  Fools  them- 
felves  will  hide  their  Faults ; and  make  them 
Controulers  of  all  your  Intentions.  Should 
they  deviate  from  Vertue,  your  Refpeft  to  them 
will  again  fet  you  right ; they  will  keep  you  in 
the  Way  of  being  contented  with  your  felf  to 
borrow  nothing  of  any  other  but  your  felf;  to 
retrain  and  fix  your  Soul  in  certain  and  limited 
Thoughts,  wherein  fhe  may  pleafe  her  felf,  and 
having  underftood  the  true  and  real  Goods, 
which  Men  the  more  enjoy,  the  more  they 
underftand,  to  reft  fatisfied,  without  Defire  of 
Prolongation  of  Life  or  Memory.  This  is  the 
Precept  of  the  true  and  natural  Philofophy,  not 
of  a Boafting  and  Prating  Philofophy,  nich  as 
that  of  the  two  former. 


CHAP.  XXXIX.1 

• . • i : ■ . • . . * . i\ 

A Qonfideration  upon  Cicero. 

. * « 

ONe  Word  more  by  way  of  Comparifon, 
betwixt  thefe  two.  There  are  to  be  ga- 
ther’d out  of  the  Writings  of  Cicero , and  this 
younger  Pliny,  (but  little  in  my  Opinion,  re- 
lembling  his  Uncle  in  his  Humour,)  infinite  Te- 
ftimonies  of  a beyond  meafure  ambitious  Na- 
ture ; and  amongft  others,  this  for  one^  that 
^ey  bQtb,  in  the  Sight  of  all  the  World,  foli* 

cite 
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cite  the  Hiftorians  of  their  Time,  not  to  forget 
them  in  their  Memoirs  ; and  Fortune,  as  if  in 
fpite,  has  made  the  Vacancy  of  thofe  Requefts 
live  upon  Record  down  to  this  Age  of  ours, 
when  ftie  has  long  fince  damn’d  the  Hiftories 
themfelves  to  Oblivion.  But  this  exceeds  all 
Meannefs  of  Spirit  in  Perfons  of  fuch  Quality, 
as  they  were,  to  think  to  derive  any  great  and 
living  Renown  from  babling  and  prating ; even 
to  the-publifhing  of  their  private  Letters  to  their 
Friends,  and  fo  withal,  that  tho*  fome  of  them 
were  never  fent,  the  Opportunity  being  loft, 
they  rieverthelefs  expofe  them  to  the  Light, 
with  this  worthy  Excufe,  that  they  were  here- 
after unwilling  to  lofe  their  Labours/  and  have 
theirLucubrations  thrown  away.  Wasit  not  very 
well  becoming  two  Confuls  or  Rome 3 Sovereign 
Magiftrates  of'  the  Republick  that  commanded 
the  World,  to  fpend  their  Time  in  contriving 
Quaint  and  Elegant  Miffives,  thence  to  gain  the 
Reputation  of  being  Criticks  in  their  own  Mo- 
ther -Tongues.  What  could  a pitiful  School- 
mafter  have  done  woife,  whofe  Trade  it  was  to 
- get  his  Living  ? If  the  A&s  of  Xenophon,  and 
Cafar,  had  not  far  enough  tranfcended  their  E- 
loquence,  I fcarce  believe  they  would  ever  have 
taken  the  Pains  to  have  writ  them.  They  made 
it  their  Bufinefs  to  recommend  not  their  Speak- 
ing, but  their  Doing.  And  could  the  Perfe&i- 
on  of  Eloquence  have  added  any  Luftre  propor- 
tionable to  the  Merit  of  a great  Perfon,  certain- 
ly Scipio  and  Lalius  had  never  refign’d  theHonour  .1- 
of  their  Comedies,  with  all  the  Luxuriances 
and  Delicacies  of  the  Latin  Tongue,  to  an  Afri- 
can Slave ; for  that  that  Work  was  theirs,  the 
Beauty  and  Excellency  of  it  do  fufficiently  de- 
clare } befides,  Terence  himfelf  confelfes  as  much, 

and 
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and  I fhould  take  jt  ill  frorp  any  one  that  vyould 
difpoflefs  me  of  that  Relief.  Tis  a kind  <?f  ii*- 
jurious  Mockery,  and  Offence,  to  extol  a Man 
for  Qualities  misbecoming  his  Merit  and  Con- 
dition, though  other  wife  commendable  ip  tliepn- 
felves,  but  fu^h  as  ought  not  hgwever  to  hp  his 
chiefeft  Talent : As  if  p /hould  commend 
a King,  for  being  a good  Palter,  a gpo,d  Ar- 
chited,  a good  Marks-man,  Of  a good  Runppr 
at  the  Ring  ; Commendaf  ipps  that  add  no  jHo- 
nour  unleis  mentioned  altogether,  and  in  the 
Train  of  thofe  that  are  more  properly  applica- 
ble  to  him,  namely,  his  Juft.ice,  and  the  Sci- 
ence of  Governing  and  Conducing  his  People 
both  in  Peace  and  War.  At  this  rate  Agricul- 
ture was  an  Honour  to  Cyrus,  and  Elogpepce 
and  the  Knowledge  of  good  Letters  to  Cfarle- 
maignp.  I have,  in  my  Time,  known  fome,  who 
by  that  Knack  of  Writing,  have  got  both  their 
Titles,  and  fortune,  difown  their  Apprentice- 
age,  purpofely  corrupt  their  Stile,  and  affe& 
Ignorance  in  fo  vulgar  a Quality,  ("which  alfo 
our  Nation  obfervcs,  to  be  rarely  feen  in  very 
intelligent  Hands)  to  feek  a Reputation  by  bet- 
ter Qualities.  Demofibenes  h»s  Companions  in  the 
Embalfy  to  Philip,  extolling  that  Prince  for 
hand  fome,  ejqquenr,  and  a (tout  Drinker  j De- 
tqoftbenes  reply 'd,  That  thofe  were  Commenda- 
tions more  prpper  for  a Woman,  an  Advocate, 
ora  Sppnge,  than  lor  a King. 

•'  .1,  >.!'.•  }*■  1 > 3: 

Herat,  -i  * M wMlaflte  mrjamcm 

Carm.  *5-  • Y.L’d  Ci:J  Lf»iS-fckp(lm.  , t. 


Ch.  39.  A Confederation  upon  Cicero. 


’Tis  not  his  Profeffion  to  know  either  how  to 
hunt,  or  to  dance  well.  -1  iry<\  a : . 

vv.ieb  *v  *•  s’u-J.  o,;i  ' • oj  :< 

Drabunt  Caufas  diL,  aclitjue  meatus  n r:  ( -,i;  Virg.  &.%. 

Defer  ikent  radio , & julgentia  fydera  dicent,  . . a *• 

Hie regere  imperio  popular  feiat,  l,  ;; 


, *.  , , 1 1 ■ > . c * • * . . ‘ ‘ A 1 

Lft  others  plead  at  j^e  litigious  Bar,  V.‘ 
Defaihe  the  Spheres,  point  ope  -each  twink- 

:>Uyxt''  V1  ”■  tf>  v : ' '<■  (Jing&SN 

Let  this  Man  rule,  a grater  Art  fjyfac. 


Plutarch  lays  moreover,  that  to  appear  fo  excel- 
lent in  thefe  lefsneceflary  Qualities,  is  to  pro- 
duce Witnefs  againft  a Mean’s  felf,  that  he  has 
fyent  his  Tune,  and  apply ’d  his  Study  ill,  which 
#Ughf  .co.bave  been  eipploy’d  ii> ^the  ^ Ac^uintipn 
of*,  more  neceffary,  and  more  ufeful  Things,  fo 
.that  pf  Macedorti  having  heard  that 

Great  Alexander  his  Son,  ling  once  at  a Feafl:  to 
thaW onder  and  Envy  of  the  b.eft  ^ficigns  there ; 
Art  not  thou  alhgm’d,  laid  he  .to  hijm,  to  ling 
fo  well?  And  to  the  fame  Thilif,  aMufician, 
with  whom  he  wasdifputing  about,  fopie  Things 
concerning  his  Art : Heav n forbid (Sir,. faid  he, 
that  fo  great  a Misfortune  fiould  ever  Pff4  7?f*>  os  to 
under  ft  and  thefe  Things  better  than  I.  AEirjg  mould 
be  able  to  anfwer,  as  Ipbicrates  did  |he  Qrator, 
who  jpreft  upon  him  in  his  Inve£ive  after  this 
manner  : And  what  art  thou,  that  thou  braveft 
it  at  this  rate  ? Arc  thou  a Man  at  Arms,  art 
thou  an  Archer,  art  thou  a Pike  ? I am  none' 
,of  all  this ; but  I know  how  to  command  3II 
thefe.  And  Antiftbenes  took  it  for  an  Argument 
,pf  little  Valour,  in  Ifmenas , that  he  was  .co^i- 
tended  for  playing  excellently  well  upon ‘a 
EftHe,  I know  very  well,  that  when  I hear  any 
‘ * ’ ' * one- 
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one  infift  upon  the  Language  of  Ejfays , I had 
rather  a great  deal  he  would  fay  nothing.  ’Tis 
not  fo  much  to  elevate  the  Stile,  as  to  deprefs 
" the  Senfe,  and  fo  much  the  more  offenfively,  as 
• ‘ they  do  it  difgracefully,  and  out  of  the  Way. 
I am  much  deceiv’d,  if  many  other  Effayifts, 
deliver  more  worth  nothing  as  to  the  Matter,  and 
how  well,  or  ill  foever,  if  any  other  Writer  has 
Brewed  them  either  much  more  material,  or 
thicker  upon  his  Paper  than  my  felf.  To  bring 
the  more  in,  I only  mufter  up  the  Heads,  ftould 
I annex  the  Sequel,  I Ihould  ftrangely  multiply 
this  Volume:-  And  how  many  Stories  have  I 
Scattered  up  and  down  in  this  Book,  that  I only 
touch  upon,  which  Ihould  any  one  more  curi- 
oufly  fearch  into,  they  would  find  Matter  e- 
nough  to  produce  infinite  Ejfays : Neither  thofe 
Stories,  nor  my  Allegations,  do  always  ferve  lim- 
ply for  Exaihple,  Authority,  or  Ornament,  I do 
not  only  regard  them  for  the  Ufe  I make  Of 
them  : They  carry  fometimes  befides  what  lap* 

< ply  them  to,  the  Seed  of  a more  rich  and  a 
bolder  Matter,  and  fometimes  collaterally  a 
more  delicate  Sound  both  to  me  my  felf,  who 
will  exprefs  no  more  in  this  Place,  and  to  others 
who  {hall  happen  to  be  of  my  Ear. 

But  returning  to  the  fpeaking  Vertue  j I find 
no  great  Choice  betwixt,  not  knowing  to  fpeak 
any  thing  but  very  ill,  and  not  knowing  to 
fpeak  any  thing  but  very  well.  Non  ejl  Oma- 
Ep.  6.  mentum  'virile  concinnitas.  Neatnefs  of  Stile,  is 
no  manly  Ornament.  The  Sages  tell  us,  that  as 
to  what  concerns  Knowledge,  there  is  nothing 
but  Philofophy  ; and  to  what  concerns  Effedfe, 
nothing  but  Vertue,  that  is  generally  proper  to 
all  Degrees,  and  to  all  Orders.  There  is  fome- 
thing  like  this  in  thefe  two  other  Philofophers, 
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for  they  alfo  promife  Eternity,  to  the  Letters 
they  write  to  their  Friends  ,•  but  ’tis  after  ano- 
ther manner,  and  by  accommodating  themfelves 
for  a good  End,  to  the  Vanity  of  another  • for 
they  write  to  them,  that  if  the  Concern  of  pa- 
king  themfelves  known  to  future  Ages,  and  the 
Thirft  of  Glory,  do  yet  detain  them  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  publick  Affairs,  and  make  them 
fear  the  Solitude,  and  Retirement  to  which  they 
would  perfuade  them  ,•  let  them  never  trouble 
themfelves  more  about  it,  forafmuch  as  they 
fhall  have  Credit  enough  with  Pofterity  tp  al- 
fure  them,  that  were  there  nothing  elfe  but  the 
very  Letters  thus  writ  to  them,  thofe  Letters 
will  render  their  Names  as  known  and  famous 
as  their  own  publick  ACHons  themfelves  could  do. 

• And  befides  this  Difference,  thefe  are  not  idle  and 
empty  Letters,  that  contain  nothing  but  a fine 
Gingle  of  well  chofen  Words,  and  fine  couch’d 
Phrafes,  but  rather  repleat  and  abounding  witty 
grave  and  learned  Difcourfes,  by  which  a Man 
may  render  himfelf  not  more  eloquent  but 
more  wife,  and  that  inftruft  us  not  to  fpeak,  but 
to  do  well : Away  with  that  Eloquence  that  fo 
enchants  us  with  its  Harmony,  that  we  fhould 
more  ftudy  it  than  Things.  Unlefs  you  will 
allow  that  of  Cicero , to  be  of  fo  fupream  a Per- 
fection, as  to  form  a compleat  Body  of  it  felf ; 
And  of  him,  I fhall  farther  add  one  Story,  we 
read  of  him  to  this  purpofe,  wherein  his  N3- 
> ture  will  much  more  manifeftly  be  laid  open  to 
us : He  was  to  make  an  Oration  in  publick,  and 
found  himfelf  a little  ftraitned  in  Time,  to  fit 
his  Words  to  his  Mouth,  as  he  had  a mind  to 
do  • when  Eros , one  of  his  Slaves,  brought  him 
Word  that  the  Audience  was  deferr’d  till  ttye 
next  Day,  at  which  he  was  fo  ravifh’d  with  Joy, 
that  he  enfranchis’d  him  for  the  good  News. 
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Upon  this  Subjed  of  Letters,  I will  add  this 
more  to  what  has  been  already  faid,  that  it  is  a 
a kind  of  Writing,  wherein  my  Friends  think  I 
can  do  fomething  ; and  I am  willing  to  confefs, 

I fhould  rather  have  chofe  to  publifh  my  Whim- 
fies  that  Way,  than  any  other,  had  I had  to 
whom  to  write  • but  I wanted  fuch  a fettled  Cor- 
refpondency,  as  I once  had  to  attrad  me  to  it, 
to  raife  my  Fancy,  and  maintain  the  reft  againft 
me.  For  to  traffick  with  the  Wind,  as  fome  o- 
thers  have  done,  and  to  forge  vain  Names  to 
dired  my  Letters  to,  in  a ferious  Subjed,  I 
could  never  do  it  but  in  a Dream,  being  a 
fworn  Enemy  to  all  manner  of  Falfification  : I 
fhould  have  been  more  diligent,  and  more  con- 
fidently fecure,  had  I had  a judicious  and  indul- 
gent Friend,  to  whom  to  addrefs,  than  thus  to 
expofe  my  felf  to  various  Judgments  of  a whole 
People,  and  I am  deceiv'd,  if  I had  not  fucceed- 
ed  better : I have  naturally  a comick,  and  fa- 
miliar Stile  ; but  it  is  a peculiar  one,  and  not 
proper  for  publick  Buftnefs,  but  like  the  Lan- 
guage I fpeak,  too  compad,  irregular,  abrupt, 
and  Angular ; and  as  to  Letters  of  Ceremony, 
that  have  no  other  Subftance,  than  a fine  Con- 
texture of  courteous  and  obliging  Words,  I am 
wholly  to  fee_k,  1 have  neither  Faculty,  nor  Re- 
lifh,  for  thofe  tedious  Offers  of  Service,  and 
Affedion ; I am  not  good  natur’d  to  that  Degree, 
and  fhould  not  forgive  my  felf,  fhould  I offer 
more,  than  1 intend,  which  is  very  remote  from 
the  prefenr  Pradice  ; for  there  never  wasfoab- 
jed  and  ferviie  Profiitution  of  'Tenders  of  Life , 
Soul,  Devotion,  Adoration,  Vajfal , Slave,  and  I 
cannot  tell  what,  as  now  ; all  which  Expreflions 
are  fo  commonly,  and  fo  indifferently  pofted  to 
and  fro  by  every  one,  and  to  every  one,  that 
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when  they  would  profefs  a greater  and  more  re- 
fpedive  Inclination  upon  more  juft  Occafions, 
they  have  not  wherewithal  to  exprefs  it : I hate 
all  Air  of  Flattery  to  Death,  which  is  the  Caufe 
that  J naturally  fall  into  a fliy,  rough,  and  crude 
Way  of  Speaking,  that  to  luch  as  do  not  know 
me,  may  leem  a little  to  relifh  of  Difdain : I ho- 
nour thofe  raoft  to  whom  I (hew  the  leaft  Ho- 
nour, and  Refped  ; and  where  my  Soul  moves 
with  the  greateft  Cheerfulnefs,  I eafily  forget 
the  Ceremonies  of  Look  and  Gefture  ; I offer 
my  felf  faintly  and  bluntly,  to  them  whofe  I ef- 
fectually am,  and  tender  my  felf  the  leaft  to  him, 
to  whom  I am  the  mcft  devoted : Methinks 
they  fiiould  read  it  in  my  Heart,  and  that  my 
Expreffion  would  but  injure  the  Love  I have 
conceived  within.  To  Welcome,  take  Leave, 
give  Thanks,  Accoft,  offer  my  Service,  and  fuch 
verbal  Formalities,  as  the  Laws  of  our  modem 
Civility  enjoin,  I know  no  Man  fo  ftupidly 
unprovided  of  Language  as  my  felf:  And  have 
never  been  employ’d  in  writing  Letters  of  Fa- 
vour, and  Recommendation,  that  he,  in  whofe 
behalf  it  was,did  not  think  my  Mediation  cold  and 
imperfed.  Th e Italians  are  great  Printers  of  Let- 
ters. I do  believe  I have  at  leaft  an  hundred  feve- 
ral  V olumes  of  them ; of  all  which  thofe  of  Hannibal 
Caro,  feem  to  me  to  be  thebeft : If  all  the  Paper 
I have  fcribled  to  the  Ladies,  all  the  Time  when 
my  Hand  was  really  prompted  by  my  Paflion, 
were  now  in  being,  there  might  peradventure 
be  found  a Page  worthy  to  be  communicated  to 
our  young  Enamorato’s,  that  are  belotted  with 
that  Fury.  I always  write  my  Letters  Poft,  and 
fo  precipitoufly,  that  though  I write  an  intolle- 
rable  ill  Hand,  I rather  choofe  to  do  it  my  felf, 
than  to  employ  another  : for  I can  find  none  a- 
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ble  to  follow  me,  and  never  tranfcribe  any  ; 
but  have  accuftomed  the  great  Ones  that  know 
me  to  endure  my  Blots  and  Dalhes,  and  upon 
Paper  without  Fold  or  Margent.  Thofe  that 
colt  me  the  molt  Pains,  are  the  worft  of  mine  ; 
when  I once  begin  to  draw  it  in  by  Head  and 
Shoulders,  ’ds  a Sign  that  I am  not  there.  I fall 
to  without  Premeditation  or  Defign,  the  firft 
Word  begets  the  fecond,  and  fo  to  the  End  of  the 
Chapter.  The  Letters  of  this  Age  confift  more 
in  fine  Foldings,  and  Prefaces,  than  Matter  ,* 
whereas  I had  rather  write  two  Letters,  than 
clofe,  and  fold  up  one,  and  always  affign  that 
Employment  to  fome  other  ; as  alfo  when  the 
Buiinefs  of  my  Letter  is  difpatch’d,  I would 
with  all  my  Heart  transfer  it  to  another  Hand, 
to  add  thole  long  Harrangues,.  Offers,  and  Pray- 
ers that  we  place  at  the  Bottom,  and  Ihould  be 
glad  that  fome  new  Cuftom  would  difcharge  us 
of  that  unneceffary  Trouble  ; as  alfo  fuperfcrib- 
ing  them  with  a long  Ribble-row  of  Qualities, 
and  Titles,  which  for  fear  of  Miftakes,  I have 
feveral  times  given  over  Writing,  and  efpecially 
to  Men  of  the  long  Robe.  There  are  fo  many 
Innovations  of  Offices,  that  ’ds  hard  to  place  fo 
many  Titles  of  Honour  in  their  proper  and  due 
Order,  which  alfo  being  fo  dearly  bought,  they 
are  neither  to  be  miftaken,  nor  omitted  with- 
out Offence.  I find  the  fame  Fault  likewife 
with  charging  the  Fronts  and  Title  Pages  of  the 
Books  we  commit  to  the  Prefs,  with  fuch  a 
Clutter  of  Titles. 
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CHAP.  XL. 

That  the  Relijh  of  Goods  and  Evi/s,  does , in 
a great  meafure>  depend  upon  the  Opinion  we 
have  of  them. 

ME  N (fays  an  ancientGr^  Sentence ) are 
tormented  with  the  Opinions  they  have 
of  Things,  and  not  by  the  Things  themfelves. 
It  were  a great  Vitftory  obtain’d  for  the  Relief 
of  our  miferable  humane  Condition,  could  this 
Propofition  be  eftablifh’d  for  certain  and  true 
throughout.  For  if  Evils  have  no  Admiffion 
into  us;  but  by  the  Judgment  we  our  felves 
make  of  them,  it  fhould  leem  that  it  is  then  in 
our  own  Power  to  defpife  them*  or  to  turn  them 
to  good.  If  Things  lurrender  themfelves  to  our 
Mercy,  why  do  we  not  convert,  and  accommo- 
date them  to  our  Advantage  ? If  what  we  call 
Evil  and  Torment,  is  neither  Evil  nor  Tor- 
ment of  it  fclf,  but  only  that  our  Fancy  gives  it 
that  Quality,  and  makes  it  fo,  it  is  in  us  to 
change  and  alter  it,  and  it  being  in  our  own 
Choice,  if  there  be  no  Conftraint  upon  us,  we 
muft  certainly  be  very  ftrange  Fools,  to  take 
Arms  for  that  Side,  which  is  moil  ofFenfive  to 
us,  and  to  give  Sicknels,  Want,  and  Contempt, 
a naufeous  Tafte,  if  it  be  in  our  Power  to  give 
them  a more  grateful  Relilh,  and  if  Fortune 
limply  provide  the  Matter,  ’tis  for  us  to  give  it 
' the  Form.  Now  that  which  we  call  Evil,  is  not 
fo  of  it  felf,  or  at  leaft  to  that  degree  that  we 
make  it ; and  that  it  depends  upon  us,  to  give  it 
another  Tafte  or  Complexion,  (for  all  comes 
to  one)  let  us  examine  how  that  can  be  main- 
tain’d. If  the  Original  being  of  thofe  Things 
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we  fear,  had  Power  to  lodge  themfelves  in  us, 
by  their  own  Authority,  it  would  then  lodge 
it  felf  alike,  and  in  like  manner  in  all ; for  Men 
are  all  of  the  fame  kind,  and  faving  in  greater 
and  lefs  Proportions,  are  all  provided  with  the 
fame  Utenfils  and  Inftruments  to  conceive  and 
ro  judge ; but  the  Diverfity  of  Opinions  we 
have  of  thofe  Things,  does  dearly  evidence, 
that  they  only  enter  us  by  Compofition : One 
particular  Perfon,  pcradventure,  admits  them 
in  their  true  Being  ,*  but  a thouland  others  give 
them  a new,  and  contrary  Being  in  them.  We 
hold  Death,  Poverty,  and  Grief,  for  our  prin- 
cipal Enemies,  but  this  Death  which  fome  re- 
pute the  molt  dreadful  of  all  dreadful  Things, 
who  does  not  know  that  others  call  it  the  only 
fecure  Harbour,  from  the  Storms  and  Tempefts 
of  Life  ? The  fovereign  Good  of  Nature?  The 
foie  Support  of  Liberty,  and  the  common  and 
fudden  Remedy  of  all  Evils  ? And  as  the  one 
exped  it  with  Fear  and  Trembling,  the  other 
fupport  it  with  greater  Eafe  than  Life.  That 
Blade  complains  of  its  Facility, 

Luc.  /.  4.  Mors  utinam  pavidos  vita  fubducerc  nolhsy 
Scd  V'irtus  te  jola  daret  ! 

O Death!  I would  thou  wouldft  the  Coward 

(fpare. 

That  but  the  Daring  none  might  thee  confer. 

But  let  us  leave  thefe  glorious  Courages.  Theo- 
dorus  anfwer’d  Lyfimacbus , who  threatned  to  kill 
him.  Thou  wilt  do  a brave  Thing,  laid  he,  to 
arrive  at  the  Force  of  a Cantharides.  .* The  great- 
eft  Part  of  Philofophers,  are  obferv’d  to  have  ei- 
ther purpofely  prevented,  or  haften’d,and  aflift- 
ed  their  own  Death.  How  many  ordinary 
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People  do  we  fee  led  to  Execution,  and  that 
not  to  a fimple  Death,  but  mixt  with  Shame,  and 
fometimes  with  grievous  Torments,  appear  with 
fuch  Affurance,  what  through  Obftinacy,  or 
natural  Simplicity,  that  a Man  can  difcover  no 
Change  from  their  ordinary  Condition  ,•  fettling 
their  domeftick  Affairs,  recommending  them  to 
their  Friends,  finging,  preaching,  and  diverting 
the  People  fo  much,  as  fometimes  to  Tally  into 
Jefts,  and  to  drink  to  their  Companions,  as  well 
as  Socrates.  One  that  they  were  leading  to  the 
Gallows,  told  them  they  muft  not  carry  him 
through  fuch  a Street,  led  a Merchant  that  lived 
there,  Ihould  arreft  him  by  the  way  for  an  old 
Debt.  Another  told  the  Hangman,  he  muft  not 
touch  his  Neck,  for  fear  of  making  him  laugh,  he 
was  fo  ticklifti.  Another  anfwer’d  his  Confeffor, 
who  promifed  him,  that  he  fhould  that  Day  fup 
with  out  Lord.  Do  you  go  then,  faid  he,  in 
my  room ; for  I for  my  part  keep  fall  to  Day. 
Another  having  call’d  for  Drink,  and  the  Hang- 
man having  drank  firft,  faid  he  would  not  drink 
after  him,  for  fear  of  catching  the  Pox.  Every 
Body  has  heard  the  Tale  of  the  Picard,  to  whom 
being  upon  the  Ladder,  they  prefented  a Whore, 
telling  him,  (as  our  Law  does  fometimes  per- 
mit) that  if  he  would  marry  her,  they  would 
fave  his  Life  } he  having  a while  confidered  her, 
and  perceiving  that  fhe  halted,  Come,  tye  up,  tye 
up,  faid  he,  me  limps.  And  they  tell  another 
Story  of  the  fame  kind,  of  a Fellow  in  Denmark , 
who  being  condemn’d  to  lofe  his  Head,  and  the 
like  Condition  being  propos’d  to  him  upon  the 
Scaffold,  refus’d  it,  by  reafon  the  Maid  they  of- 
fer’d him,  had  hollow  Cheeks,  and  too  {harp  a 
Nofe.  A Servant  at  Tboloufe  being  accus’d  of 
Herefy,  for  the  Sum  of  his  Belief,  referr’d 
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himfelfto  that  of  his  Matter ; a young  Student. 
Prifoner  with  him,  choofing  rather  to  die,  than 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  that  his  Matter 
fcould  err.  We  read,  that  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Anas , when  Lewis  the  Eleventh  took  that  City, 
a great  many  let  themfelves  be  hang’d,  rather 
than  they  would  fay,  God  fave  the  King.  And  a- 
inongft  that  Mean-foul'd  Race  of  Men,  the  Buf- 
foons, there  having  been  fome,  who  would  not 
leave  their  Fooling  at  the  very  Moment  of  Death. 
He  that  the  Hangman  turn’d  off  the  Ladder, 
fcry’d.  Launch  the  Galley,  an  ordinary  foolilh  Say- 
ing of  his ; ahd  the  other,  whom  at  the  Point 
of  Death,  his  Friends  having  laid  upon  a Pallet 
before  the  Fire,  the  Phyfician  asking  him  where 
his  Pain  lay.  Betwixt  the  Bench  and  the  Fire,  faid 
he ; and  the  Prieft,  to  give  him  the  extream 
Un&ion,  groping  for  his  Fefet,  which  his  Pain 
had  made  him  pull  hpto  him,  you  will  find  thertj, 
faid  he,  at  theEnd  of  my  Legs.  To  one  that  being 
prefent  exhorted  him  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
God,  why,  who  goes  thither,  faid  he  ? And  the 
bther  replying,  it  will  prefently  be  your  felf,  if 
it  be  his  good  Pleafure  j would  I were  fure  to 
be  there  by  to  Morrow  Night,  faid  he  ; do  but 
recommend  your  felf  to  him,  laid  the  other,  and 
you  will  foon  be  there  .•  I were  belt  then,  faid 
he,  to  carry  my  Recommendations  my  felf.  In 
the  Kingdom  of  Narfmgua  to  this  Day,  the  Wives 
of  their  Priefts  are  buried  alive  with  the  Bodies  of 
their  Husbands ; all  other  Wives  are  burnt  at  their 
Husbands  Funerals,  which  alfo  they  do  not  on- 
ly conftantly,  but  chearfully  undergo.  At  the 
Death  of  their  King,  his  Wives,  and  Concu- 
bines, his  Favourites,  all  his  Officers,  arrd  do- 
meftick  Servants,  which  make  up  a great  Num- 
ber of  People,  prefent  themfelves  fo  chearfully 
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to  the  Fire,  where  his  Body  is  burnt,  that  they 
feem  to  take  it  for  afingular  Honour  to  accom- 
pany their  Matter  in  Death.  During  our  late 
War  of  Milan , where  there  happened  fo  many 
Takings  and  Retakings  of  Towns,  the  People 
impatient  of  fo  many  various  Changes  of  For- 
tune, tookfuch  a Refolution  to  die,  that  I have 
heard  my  Father  fay,  he  there  faw  a Lift  taken 
of  five  and  twenty  Matters  of  Families,  thar 
made  themfelves  away  in  one  Week’s  Time:  An 
Accident  fomewhat  relembling  that  of  the  Zan- 
tbians , who  being  befieg’d  by  Brutus , precipi- 
tated themfelves.  Men,  Women,  and  Children, 
into  fuch  a furious  Appetite  of  dying,  that  no- 
thing can  be  done  to  evade  Death,  they  did  not 
put  in  Pra&ice  to  avoid  Life  ; infomuch,  that 
Brutus  had  much  ado  to  fave  but  a very  fmall 
number.  Every  Opinion  is  of  force  enough,  to 
make  it  felf  to  be  efpoufed  at  the  expence  of  Life. 

The  firft  Article  of  that  valiant  Oath,  that  Greece 
took  and  obferv’d  in  the  Median  War,  was  that  e- 
very  one  ftiould  fooner  exchange  Life  for  Death, 
than  their  own  Laws  for  thofe  of  Perfia.  What  a 
world  of  People  do  we  fee’in  the  Wars  betwixt 
the  Turks  and  the  Greeks , rather  embrace  a cruel 
Death,  than  to  uncircumcife  themfelves  to  ad- 
mit of  Baptifm  ? An  Example  of  which,  no 
Sort  of  Religion  is  incapable.  The  Kings  of 
Caftile , having  banifh’d  the  Jews  out  of  their 
Dominions,  John,  King  of  Portugal  in  confi- 
deration  of  eight  Crowns  a Head,  fold  them  a 
Retirement  into  his,  for  a certain  limited  Time  ; 
upon  Condition,  that  the  Time  prefixt  coming 
to  expire,  they  fhould  be  gone  ; and  he  to  fur- 
flifh  them  with  Shipping,  to  tranfport  them  into 
Africk.  The  limited  Day  came,  which  once 
laps’d,  they  were  given  to  underftand,  that  fuch 
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as  were  afterwards  found  in  the  Kingdom  fhould 
remain  Slaves : VefTels  were  very  flenderly  pro- 
vided, and  thofe  who  embark’d  in  them,  were 
rudely  and  villainoufly  ufed  by  the  Seamen, 

. who  befides  other  Indignities,  kept  them  crui-  . 
fing  upon  the  Sea,  one  while  forwards,  and  a- 
nother  backwards,  till  they  had  fpent  all  their 
Provifions,  and  were  conftrajn’d  to  buy  of  them 
at  fo  dear  Rates,  and  fo  long  withal,  that  they 
fet  them  not  on  Shoar,  till  they  were  all  ftript 
to  their  very  Shirts.  The  News  of  this  inhu- 
man Ufage,  being  brought  to  thofe  who  re- 
main’d behind,  the  greater  part  of  them  refolved 
upon  Slavery,  and  l'ome  made  a {hew  of  chang- 
ing Religion.  Emanuel  the  Succeffor  of  John, 
being  come  to  the  Crown,  firft  fet  them  at  Li- 
berty ; and  afterwards  altering  his  Mind,  or- 
der’d them  to  depart  his  Country,  affigning 
three  Ports  for  their  PalTage.  Hoping  (fays  the 
Bilhop  of  O forius,  no  contemptible  Latin  Hiftori- 
an  of  thefe  later  times)  that  the  favour  of  the 
Liberty  he  had  given  them,  having  fail’d  of 
converting  them  to  Chriftianity  ; yet  the  diffi- 
culty of  committing  themfelves  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Mariners,  and  of  abandoning  a Country 
they  were  now  habituated  to,  and  were  grown 
very  rich  in,  to  go,  and  expofe  themfelves  in 
ftrange  and  unknown  Regions,  would  certainly 
do  it : But  finding  himfelf  deceiv’d  in  his  Expe- 
<ftation,  and  that  they  were  all  refolv’d  upon  the 
Voyage;  he  cut  off  two  of  the  three  Ports  he 
had  promifed  them,  to  the  end,  that  the  length 
and  incommodity  of  the  Paffage,  might  reduce 
fome ; or  that  he  might  have  Opportunity,  by 
crouding  them  all  into  one  Place,  the  more 
conveniently  to  execute  what  he  had  defigned  • 
which  was  to  force  all  the  Children  under  four- 
teen 
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teen  years  of  Age,  from  the  Arms  of  their  Fa- 
thers and  Mothers,  to  transport  them  from  their 
Sight  and  Converfation,  into  a place  where 
they  might  be  inftru&ed,  and  brought  up  in  our 
Religion.  He  fays  that  this  produc’d  a moft 
horrid  Spe&acle  : The  natural  Affe&ion  be- 
twixt the  Parents  and  their  Children,  and  more- 
over their  Zeal  to  their  ancient  Belief,  contend- 
ing againft  this  violent  Decree.  Fathers  and 
Mothers  were  commonly  feen  making  them- 
felves  away,  and  by  a yet  much  more  rigorous 
Example,  precipitating  out  of  Love  and  Com- 
panion, their  young  Children  into  Wells  and 
Pits,  to  avoid  the  feverity  of  this  Law.  As  to 
the  remainder  of  them,  the  time  that  had  been 
prefix’d  being  expir’d, for  want  of  means  to  trans- 
port them,  they  again  return’d  into  Slavery. 
Some  alfo  turn’d  Chriftians,  upon  whofe  Faith, 
as  alfo  that  of  their  Polterity  even  to  this  Day, 
which  is  a hundred  Years  fince,  few  Tortuzmfe 
can  yet  rely  or  believe  them  to  be  real  Converts j 
though  Cuftom,  and  length  of  Time,  are  much 
more  powerful  Counfellors  in  fuch  Changes, 
than  all  other  Conftraints  Whatever.  In  the 
Town  of  Caftlenau-Darry,  fifty  Hereticks,  Albe- 
geois,  at  one  time  fuffer’d  themfelves  to  be  burnt 
alive  in  one  Fire,  rather  than  they  would  re- 
nounce their  Opinions.  Quotics  non  modo  duBores 
noftr't,  dicit  Cicero,  fed  univerfi  etiam  exercitus,  ad 
non  dubiam  mortem  concurrerunt  ? How  oft,  have 
not  only  our  Leaders,  but  whole  Armies,  run 
to  a certain  and  apparent  Death.  I have  feen 
an  intimate  Friend  of  mine,  run  headlong  upon 
Death  with  a real  Affeftion,  and  that  was  root- 
ed in  his  Heart  by  divers  plaufible  Arguments^ 
which  he  would  never  permit  me  to  difpoflefs 
him  of,  upon  the  firft  honourable  Occafion 
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that  offer’d  it  felf  to  him*  to  precipitate  him- 
felf  into  it*  without  any  manner  of  vifible  Rea- 
fon,  with  an  obftinate  and  ardent  defire  of  Dy- 
ing. We  have  feveral  Examples  of  our  own 
times  of  thofe,  even  fo  much  as  to  little  Chil- 
dren, who  for  fear  of  a Whipping,  or  feme 
fuch  little  Thing,  have  difpatch’d  themfelves. 
And,  what  fhall  we  not  fear  (fays  one  of  the 
Ancients  to  that  purpofe,)  if  we  dread  that, 
which  Cowardife  it  felf  has  chofen  for  its  Re- 
fuge ? Should  I here  produce  a tedious  Cata- 
logue of  thofe  of  all  Sexes  and  Conditions,  and 
of  all  forts,  even  in  the  molt  happy  Ages,  who 
have  either  with  great  Conftancy  look'd  Death 
In  the  Face,  or  voluntarily  fought  it ; and  fought 
it  not  only  to  avoid  the  Evils  of  this  Life  but 
Lome,  purely  to  avoid  the  Satiety  of  Living  ; 
and  others,  for  the  hope  of  a better  Condition 
elfewhere,  I fhould  never  have  done.  Nay,  the 
Number  is  fo  infinite,  that  in  truth,  I Ihould 
have  a better  bargain  on’t,  to  reckon  up  thofe 
who  have  fear’d  it.  This  one  therefore  fhall 
ferve  for  all  j Pyrrho  the  Philofopher  being  one 
Day  in  a Boat,  in  a very  great  Tempeft,  ihew’d 
to  thofe  he  faw  the  moft  affrighted  about  him, 
and  encourag’d  them  by  the  Example  of  a Hog, 
that  was  there,  nothing  at  all  concern’d  at  the 
Storm.  Shall  we  then  dare  to  fay,  that  this 
advantage  of  Reafon,  of  which  we  fo  much 
boaft,  and  upon  the  account  of  which,  we  think 
our  felves  Mailers  and  Emperors,  over  the  reft 
of  the  Creatures,  was  given  us  for  a Torment  ? 
To  what  end  ferves  the  knowledge  of  Things, 
if  it  renders  us  more  unmanly  ? If  we  lofe  thp 
Tranquillity  and  Repofe  we  fhould  enjoy  with- 
out it  i And  if  it  put  us  into  a worfe  Conditi- 
on, than  Pyrrho's  Hog?  Shall  we  employ  the 
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Underftanding,  that  was  conferr’d  upon  us  for 
our  greateft  Good^  to  our  own  Ruine  ? Set- 
ting our  felves  againft  the  defign  of  Nature, 
and  the  univerfal  order  of  Things,  which  in- 
tend, that  every  one  fhould  make  ufe  of  the 
Faculties,  Members  and  Means  he  has,  to  his 
own  beft  Advantage  ? But  it  may  peradventure 
be  obje&ed  againft  me  ; your  Rule  is  true  e- 
nough,  as  to  what  concerns  Death : But  what 
what  will  you  fay  of  Neceflaty  ? What  will  you 
moreover  fay  of  Pain,  that  Arifiippus , Hierony- 
mus, and  almoft  all  the  wife  Men,  have  reputed 
the  worft  of  Evils  ? And  thofe  who  have  de- 
ny’d  it  by  word  of  Mouth,  did  however  con- 
fefs  it  in  Effe&s?  PoJJidonius  being  extreamly 
tormented  with  a fharp  and  painful  Difeafe, 
Pompeius  came  to  Vifit  him,  excufing  himfelf, 
that  he  had  taken  fo  unfeafonable  a time  to  come 
to  hear  him  difcourfe  of  Philofophy ; God  for- 
bid, faid  PoJJidonius  to  him  again,  that  Pain 
ftiould  ever  have  the  power  to  hinder  me  from 
talking,  and  thereupon  fell  immediately  upon 
a Difcourfe  of  the  contempt  of  Pain : But  in  the 
mean  time,  his  own  Infirmity  was  playing  its 
part,  and  plagu’d  him  to  the  purpofe;  to  which 
he  cry’d  out,  thou  may’ft  work  thy  will.  Pain, 
and  torment  me  with  all  the  Power  thou  haft, 
but  thou  flialt  never  make  me  fay,  that  thou  art 
an  Evil.  This  Story  that  they  make  fuch  a 
Clutter  withal,  what  is  there  in  it,  I fain  would 
know,  to  the  contempt  of  Pain?  It  only  fights 
it  with  Words,  and  in  the  mean  time,  if  the 
Shootings  and  Dolours  he  felt,  did  not  move 
him,  why  did  he  interrupt  his  Difcourfe  ? Why 
did  he  fancy,  he  did  fo  great  a thing,  in  for- 
bearing to  confefsit  an  Evil  ? All  does  not  here 
confift  in  the  Imagination,  our  Fancies  may 
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work  upon  other  Things : But  this  jiere  is  a 
certain  Science  that  is  playing  its  part,  of  which 
our  Senfes  themfelves  are  judge. 


Luc.  I.  4.  -Of*  nifi  funt  vert,  ratio  quoque  falfa  fit  omnis. 

Which  if  it  be  not  here  moft  true ; 

Reafon  it  felf  muft  be  falfe  too. 

Shall  we  perfwade  our  Skins,  that  the  Jerks  of 
a Whip  tickle  us  ? Or  our  Taft,  that  a Potion 
of  Aloes  is  Graves  Wine.  Pyrrho’  s Hog  is  here  in 
the  fame  Predicament  with  us,*  he  is  not  afraid 
of  Death,  ’tis  true,  but  if  you  beat  him,  he 
will  cry  out  to  fome  purpofe : Shall  we  force 
the  general  Law  of  Nature,  which  in  every  liv- 
ing Creature  under  Heaven,  is  fee n to  tremble 
under  Pain?  The  very  Trees  feem  to  groan  un- 
der the  blows  they  receive.  Death  is  only  felt 
by  Difcourfe,  forafmuch  as  it  is  the  motion  of 
an  inftant.  • ' 

Ovid.  Aut  fusty  aut  veniety  nihil  efi  prafentis  in  ilia , 

Lp‘ti‘  Morfque  minus  poena,  quam  mora  mortis  babet. 

/triad* 

Death’s  always  paft,  or  coming  on,  in  this 
There  never  any  thing  of  Prefent  is : 

And  the  delays  of  Death  more  painful  are, 

Thaft  Death  it  felf,  and  Dying  is  by  far. 

A thoufand  Beafts,  a thoufand  Men,  are  foon- 
er  dead  than  threatned.  That  alfo  which  we 
principally  pretend  to  fear  in  Death  is  Pain,  the 
ordinary  Fore-runner  of  it  : Yet,  if  we  may 
believe  a Holy  Father,  Malam  mortem  non  facit , 
nifi  quod  fequitur  morttm.  Nothing  makes  Death 
Evil,  but  what  follows  ir.  And  I fhould  yet 
fay  more  probably , that  neither  that  which  goes 
before,  nor  that  which  follows  after,  are  at  all 
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> the  Appendants  of  Death  : We  excufe  our  felves 
fafely.  And  I find  by  Experience,  that  it  is  ra- 
ther the  impatience  of  the  Imagination  of  Death, 
that  makes  us  impatient  of  Pain  j and  that  we 
find  it  doubly  grievous,  as  it  threatens  us  with 
Death.  But  Reafon  accufing  our  Cowardice,  for 
fearing  a thing  fo  fudden,  fo  inevitable,  and  fo 
infenfible,  we  take  the  other  as  the  more  excu- 
fable  pretence.  All  Ills  that  carry  no  other  dan- 
ger along  with  them,  butfimply  the  Evils  them- 
felves,  we  defpife  as  things  of  no  danger.  The 
Tooth-Ach,  or  the  Gout,  as  painful  as  they 
are,  being  yet  not  reputed  Mortal,  who  reck- 
ons them  in  the  Catalogue  of  Difeafes  ? But  let 
us  prefuppofe,  that  in  Death  we  principally  re- 
gard the  Pain,  as  alfo,  there  is  nothing  to  be 
fear’d  in  Poverty,  but  the  Miferies  it  brings  a- 
long  with  it,  of  Thirft,  Hunger,  Cold,  Heat, 
Watching,  and  the  other  Inconveniences  it 
makes  us  fuffer,  yet  Hill  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  any  thing  but  Pain.  I will  grant,  and 
very  willingly,  that  it  is  the  worft  Accident  of 
our  Being,  (for  I am  the  Man  upon  Earth,  that 
the  moft  hates,  and  avoids  it,  confidering,  that 
hitherto  I thank  God  I have  had  fo  little  Traf- 
fick  with  it,)  but  ftill  it  is  in  us,  if  not  to  anni- 
hilate, at  leaft,  to  leffen  it  by  Patience  , and 
though  the  Body  fhould  mutiny,  to  maintain 
the  Soul  neverthelefs  in  a good  Temper.  And 
were  it  not  fo,  who  had  ever  given  Reputation 
to  Vertue,  Valour,  Force,  Magnanimity,  and 
Refolution  ? Where  were  their  parts  to  be  plaid, 
if  there  were  no  Pain  to  be  defi’d  ? Avid*  eft  Struts, 
periculi  virtus.  Vertue  is  greedy  of  Danger. 

Were  there  no  lying  upon  the  hard  Ground,  no 
enduring,  arm’d  at  all  pieces,  the  Meridional 
Heats,  no  feeding  upon  the  Flefh  of  Horfes,and 
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Affes,  no  feeing  a Man’s  felf  hack’d  and  hew’d 
to  pieces,  no  fuffering  a Bullet  to  be  pull’d  out 
from  amongft  the  (batter’d  Bones,  the  Bitching 
up,  cauterifing,  and  fearching  of  Wounds, 
by  what  means  were  the  advantage  we  covet  to 
have  over  the  Vulgar  to  be  acquir’d  i ’Tis  far 
from  flying  Evil  and  Pain,  what  the  Sages  fay, 
that  of  A&ions  equally  good,  a Man  Ihould 
mod  covet  to  perform  that  wherein  there  is 
Cicero  it  greater  Labour  and  Pain.  Non  efi  enim  hilaritate , 
fin.  1.  2.  me  lafeivia,  nec  rifu,  out  joco  comite  levitatis , fed 
fape  etiam  trips  firmitate,  & confiantia  funt  beat's. 
For  Men  are  not  only  happy  by  Mirth  and 
Wantonnefs,  neither  by  Laughter  and  Jelling,  the 
Companion  of  Levity:  But  oft-times,  the  Gra- 
ver and  more  Melancholick  fort  of  Men,  reap 
Felicity  from  their  Steadinefs  and  Conftancy. 
And  for  this  Reafon,  it  has  ever  been  impoffible 
to  perfwade  our  Fore-fathers,  but  that  the  Vi- 
ctories obtain’d  by  dint  of  Force,  and  the  ha- 
zard of  War,  were  Hill  more  Honourable,  than 
thofe  perform’d  in  great  Security,  by  Stratagem 
or  Pra&ice. 


Luc  lib.  9.  Latins  efi,  quoth  s magno  fibs  con  fiat  honefium. 

A handfom  ACt  more  handfom  does  appear. 

By  how  much  more  it  coll  the  doer  dear. 

Befides,  this  ought  to  be  our  Comfort,  that 
naturally,  if  the  Pain  be  violent,  ’tis  but  (bort, 
and  if  long,  nothing  violent,  Si  grow,  brevis  : 
Cicero,  ft  longm,  levss.  Thou  wilt  not  feel  it  long,  if 
thou  feel’ll  it  too  much,  it  will  either  put  an 
end  to  it  felf,  or  to  thee  ,•  if  thou  canll  not  fup- 
ictro  it  p0rt  it  will  export  thee.  Memineris  maxima 
morte  jiniri ; parvos  tnulla  habere  intervalla  requie- 
th : mediocrium  nos  eft  dominos  : ut  ft  tolerabiles 
fint,  feramus  } fin  minus,  e vita,  quam  ea  non  pla~ 

ceaf 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  40.  Goods  and  Evils  depend  upon  Opinion.  371 

ctat  tanquam  e tbeatro  exeatnus.  Remember,  that 
great  ones  are  terminated  by  Death,  that  (mail. 

Have  long  intermifllons  of  Repofe,  and  that  we 
are  Matters  of  the  moderate  fort : fo  that,  if 
tolerable,  we  may  bear  them,  if  not,  we  can 
go  out  of  Life,  as  from  a Theatre,  where  the 
Entertainment  does  not  pleafe  us ; that  which 
makes  us  fuffer  Pain  with  fo  much  Impatience^ 
is  the  not  being  accuftomed  to  repofe  our  chief- 
eft  Contentment  in  the  Soul,  that  we  do  not 
enough  rely  upon  her  who  is  the  foie  and  fove- 
raign  Miftrefs  of  our  Condition.  The  Body? 
faving  in  greater  or  lefs  Proportion,  has  but 
one  and  the  fame  Bent  and  Biafs ; whereas  the 
Soul  is  variable  into  all  forts  of  forms ; and  fub- 
je&s  to  her  felf,  and  to  her  own  Empire,  all 
things  whatfoever  both  the  Senfes  of  the  Bol' 
dy,  and  all  other  Accidents:  aqd  therefore  it 
is,  that  we  ought  to  ftudy  her,  to  enquire  Intq 
her,  and  to  rowfe  up  all  her  powerful  Facul- 
ties. There  is  neither  Reafon,  Form,  nor  Pre- 
feription,  that  can  any  thing  prevail  againf$ 
her  Inclination  and  Choice ; of  fo  many  thou- 
fands  of  piaffes  that  fhe  has  at  her  difpofaf,  let 
us  give  her  one  proper  to  our  Repofe  and  Con- 
fervation,  and  then  we  fhall  pot  only  be  Shel- 
ter’d and  Secur’d  from  all  manner  of  Injury  and 
Offence,  but  moreover  gratified  and  oblig’d^  if 
we  will,  with  Evils  and  Offences.  She  makes 
her  profit  indifferently  of  all  things.  Error  antj 
Dreams  ferve  her  to  good  ufe,  as  a loyal  matter 
to  lodge  us  in  Safety  and  Contentment.  *T1$ 
plain  enough  to  be  Seen,  that  ’tis  the  fharpnett 
of  our  Conceit,  that  gives  the  edge  to  our  Pain$ 
and  Pleafures.  Beafts  that  have  no  fuch  thing, 
leave  to  their  Bodies  their  own  free  and  natural 
Sentiments,  and  confequently,  in  every  kind 
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very  near  the  fahie,  as  appears  by  the  refenri- 
bling  application  of  their  Motions.  If  toe  would 
not  difturb,  in  our  Members,  the  Jurifdi&ion 
that  appertains  to  them  in  this,  kis  to  be  be- 
liev’d, it  would  be  the  better  for  us,  and  that 
Nature  has  given  thbm  a juft  and  moderate 
Temper,  both  to  Pleafure  and  Pain ; neither 
ban  it  fail  of  being  Juft,  beirtg  Equal,  and 
Common.  But  feeing  we  have  enfranchis’d  our 
felves  from  thefe  Rules,  to  give  our  felves  up 
to  the  rambling  liberty  of  our  Own  Fancies,  let 
tis  at  leaft  help  to  enclirie  them  to  the  moft  a- 
greeable  fide.  Vlaio  fears  our  tod  Vehemently 
engaging  our  felves  with  Grief  and  pleafure, 
forafmuch  as  thefe  top  much  knit  and  ally  the 
Soul  to  the  Body  : Whereas  I rather,  quite  con- 
trary, by  reafon  it  too  much  feparates  and  difu- 
nites  them.  As  an  Enemy  is  made  more  fierce 
by  our  Flight,  fo  Fain  grows  proud  to  fed  us 
, truckle  under  it.  She  will  furrender  upon  much 
better  Terms  t6  them  who  make  head  againft 
her ; A Man  inuft  oppofe,  and  ftoutly  fet  him- 
fclf  againft  it.  In  retiring  and  giving  Ground, 
we  invite,  and  pull  upon  our  felves  the  ruine 
that  threatens  us.  As  the  Body  is  more  firm  in 
an  Encounter,  the  more  {fifth-  and  obftinately 
it  applys  it  felf  to  it  f fo  is  it  with  the  Soul. 
But  let  us  come  to  Examples,  which  are  the 
proper  Commodity  for  Fellows  of  fuch  feeble 
Reins  as  my  felf ; tohere  we  fhall  find,  that  it 
IS,  with  Pain,  as  with  Stones,  that  receive  a 
mofe  fpritely,  or  a more  languifhing  Luftre, 
according  to  the  Foil  they  are  fet  upon,  that  it 
has  ho  more  room  in  us,  than  we  are  pleas’d  to 
yiar.de  'allow  it.  Tantum  doluerunt,  quantum  dolor  ibus  ft 
if,  d.i.  wftruerunt . They  griev’d  fo  much  the  more,  by- 
how  much  yabyTet  themfelves  to  grieve.  We 
' '■  are 
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are  more  fenfible  of  one  little  touch  of  a Chi- 
rurgeon’s  Lancet,  than  of  twenty  Wounds  with 
a Sword  in  the  heat  of  Fight.  The  Pains  of 
Child-bearing,  faid  by  the  Phyfician,  and  by 
God  himfelf,  to  be  very  great,  and  which  our 
Women  keep  fo  great  a clutter  about,  there  are 
whole  Nations  that  make  nothing  of  it.  To 
fay  nothing  of  the  Lacedemonian  Women,  what 
alteration  can  you  fee  in  our  Switzers  Wives  of 
the  Guard,  faving,  as  they  trot  after  their 
Husbands,  you  fee  them  to  Day  with  the  Child 
hanging  at  their  Backs,  that  they  carried  ye- 
fterday  in  their  Bellies  ? And  the  counterfeit 
Gipfies . we  have  amongft  us,  go  themfelves  to 
wafh  their’s  fo  foon  as  they  come  into  the 
World,  in  the  firft  River  they  meet.  Befides  fo 
many  Whores  as  daily  (teal  their  Children  out 
of  their  Womb,  as  before  they  ftole  them  in  ,* 
that  fair  and  noble  Wife!  of  Sabinut,  a Patrician  of 
Rome , for  anothers  intereft  alone,  without  help, 
without  crying  out,  or  fo  much  as  a Groan, 
endur’d  the  bearing  of  two  Twins.  A poor 
limple  Boy  of  Lacedemon  having  ftole  a Fox, 

(for  they  more  fear  the  Shame  of  their  Knave- 
ry in  Stealing,  than  we  do  the  Punilhment  of 
our  Knavery,)  and  having  got  him  under  his 
Coat,  did  rather  endure  the  tearing  out  of  his 
Bowels,  than  he  would  difcover  his  Theft.  And 
another  curling  at  a Sacrifice,  fuffer’d  himfelf 
to  be  burnt  to  the  Bone,  by  a Coal  that  fell  in- 
to his  Sleeve,  rather  than  difturb  the  Ceremo- 
ny. And  there  have  been  a great  Number,  for 
a fo|e  trial  of  Vertue,  following  their  Inftru&i- 
ons,  who  have  at  Seven  Years  old  endur’d  to  be 
vvhipt  to  Death,  without  changing  their  Coun- 
tenance. And  Cicero  has  feen  them'  fight  in'  Par- 
ties, with  fills.  Feet  and  Teeth,  till  they  have 
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fainted  and  funk  down,  rather  than  confefs  them- 
felves  Overcome.  Cuftom  would  never  con- 
quer Nature,  for  ftie  is  ever  Invincible,  but  we 
have  infedted  the  mind  with  Shadows,  Delights, 
Wantonnefs,  Negligence  and  Sloath;  and  with 
vain  Opinions,  and  corrupt  Manners,  render’d 
it  Effeminate  and  Mean.  Every  one  knows  the 
Story  of  Scavola , that  being  flipt  into  the  Ene- 
mies Camp  to  kill  their  General,  and  having 
mifs’d  his  Blow,  to  repair  his  Fault,  by  a more 
ftrange  Invention,  and  to  deliver  his  Country, 
he  boldly  confefs’d  to  Vorfenna,  (who  was  the 
King  he  had  a purpofe  to  kill,)  not  only  his  de- 
fign,  but  moreover  added,  That  there  were  then 
in  his  Camp  a great  Number  of  Romans,  his 
Complices  in  the  Enterprize,  as  good  Men  as 
he,  and  to  fhew  what  a one  he  himfelf  was, 
having  caus’d  a Pan  of  burning  Coals  to  be 
brought,  he  faw,  and  endur’d  his  Arm  to  Broil 
and  Roaft,  till  the  King  himfelf,  conceiving 
horrour  at  the  Sight,  commanded  the  Pan  to  be 
taken  away.  What  would  yon  fay  of  him,  that 
would  not  vouchfafe  to  refpite  his  reading  in  a 
Book,  whilft  he  was  under  Incifion  ? And  of 
the  other  that  perftfted  to  Mock  and  Laugh,  in 
contempt  of  the  Pains  infli&ed  upon  him ; fo 
that  the  provok’d  Cruelty  of  the  Executioners 
that  had  him  in  handling,  and  all  the  Inventi- 
ons of  Tortures  redoubled  upon  him  one  after 
another,  fpent  in  vain,  gave  him  the  Bucklers  ? 
But  he  was  a Philofopher.  What,  a Fencer  of 
Cafars  endur’d,  and  laughing  a}l  the  while,  his 
Wounds  to  be  fearch’d,  launc’d  and  laid  open. 
JQuis  mediocr is  gladiator  ingemuit  ? Jfhr*r  vultum  mu- 
2*  tavit  unquam  ? Jghiis  non  modo  (let it,  I'trum  etiam 
decubuit  turpi  ter  ? ®uis  cum  decubuijjet , ferrttm  red - 
pcre  jujjus,  collum  contraxit  ? What  mean  Fencer 
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ever  fo  much  as  gave  a Groan  ? Which  of  them 
ever  fo  much  as  chang’d  his  Countenance  ? 

Which  of  them  ftanding  or  falling  did  either 
with  Shame?  Which  of  them,  when  he  was 
down,  and  commanded  to  receive  the  blow  of 
the  Sword,  ever  /hrunk  in  his  Neck  ? Let  us 
bring  in  the  Women  too.  Who  has  not  heard 
at  Paris  of  her  that  caus’d  her  Face  to  be  flea’d, 
only  for  the  frefher  Complexion  of  a new  Skin? 

There  are  who  have  drawn  good  and  found 
Teeth,  to  make  their  Voices  more  foft  and 
fweety  or  to  place  them  in  better  Order.  How 
many  Examples  of  the  contempt  of  Pain  have 
we  in  that  Sex  ? What  can  they  not  do  ? What 
do  they  fear  to  do,  for  never  lo  little  hopes  of 
an  addition  to  their  Beauty  ? 

Ve  Here  qutis  cur  a eft  albot  a ftirpe  capillos , r;b.  lib.  1. 

Et  facitm  dempta  pelle  referre  non  am.  El  eg  9. 

Who  pluckt  their  gray  Hairs  by  the  Roots,and  try. 

An  old  Head,  Face,  with  young  Skin  to  fupply. 

I have  feen  fome  of  them  fwallow  Sand,  Afhes, 
and  do  their  utmoft  to  deftroy  their  Stomachs,  to 
get  pale  Complexions.  To  make  a fine  Spanijh 
Boy,  what  Racks  will  they  not  endure  of  Twea- 
king and  Braceing.till  they  have  Notches  in  their 
Sides,  cut  into  the  very  quick  Flefh,  and  fome- 
times  to  Death  ? It  is  an  ordinary  thing  with  fe- 
veral  Nations  at  this  Day,  to  hurt  themfelves  in 
good  earneft,to  gain  Credit  to  what  they  profefs, 
of  which,  our  King  relates  notable  Examples  of 
what  he  has  feen  in  Poland , and  done  towards 
himfelf.  But  befides  this,  which  I know  to  have 
been  imitated  by  fome  in  France,  when  I came 
from  that  famous  Aflembly  oftheEftatesat  Blois , 
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X had  a little  before  feen  a Maid  in  Ticardy,  who 
to  manifeft  the  ardour  of  her  Promifes,  as  alfo 
her  Conftancy,  give  her  felf,  with  a Bodkin  fhe 
wore  in  her  Hair,  four  or  five  good  lufty  Stabs 
into  the  Arm,  till  the  Blood  gulh’d  out  to  fome 
.purpofe.  The  Turks  make  themfelves  great 
Scars  in  honour  of  their  Miftreffes,  and  to  the 
end  they  may  the  longer  remain,  they  prefent- 
}y  clap  fire  to  the  Wound,  where  they  hold  it 
an  uncredible  time  to  flop  the  Blood,  and  form 
the  Cicatrice;  People  that  haye  been  Eye-wit- 
nefs  of  it,  have  both  writ  and  fworn  it  to  me. 
But  for  ten  Afpers,  there  are  there  every  day 
Fellows  to  be  found,  that  will  give  themfelves 
a good  deep  flafh  in  the  Arms  or  Thighs.  I am 
willing,  though  to  have  the  Teftimonies  neareft 
to  us,  when  we  have  molt  need  of  them  ; for 
Chriitendom  does  furnifh  us  with  enow.  And 
after  the  Example  of  our  blefled  Guide,  there 
have  been  many  who  would  bear  the  Crofs.  We 
learn  byTeflimony,  very  worthy  of  Belief,  that 
the  King  St.  Lewis  wore  a Hair-fhirt,  till  in  his 
old  Age  his  ConfefTor  gave  him  a Difpenlation 
to  leave  it  off;  and  that  every  Friday  he  caus’d 
1 is  Shoulders  to  be  drubb’d  by  his  Prieft  with 
fx  final  1 Chains  of  Iron,  which  were  always 
carried  about  amongft  his  Night  Accoutrements 
for  that  purpofe.  William  our  laft  Duke  of  Gui- 
tntie}  the  Father  of  this  Eleanor  who  has  tranfi- 
mittcd  this  Dutchy  into  the  Houfes  ot  France 
and  England)  continually  for  tenor  twelve  Years 
before  he  died,  wore  a Suit  of  Armsunder  a Re- 
ligious Habit, by  way  ot  Penance.  Fulkee  Count 
of  Anjou,  went  as  far  as  Jerujalem , there  to  caufe 
him  felf  to  be  whipt  by  two  of  his  Servants, 
with  a Rope  about  his  Neck,  hefoie  the  Sepul- 
chre of  our  Lord : But  do  we  not  moreover  e- 
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v$ry  Good  Friday,  in  feveral  Places,  fee  great 
numbers  of  Men  and  Women,  beat  and  whip 
themfelves  till  they  lacerate  and  cut  the  Flefli 
to  the  very  Bones;  I ha'  e often  feen  this,  and 
without  Enchantment,  when  it  was  faid,  there 
were  fome  amongft  them,  (for  they  go  dif- 
guis’d,)  who  for  Money  undertook  by  this  means 
to  fave  harmlefs  the  Religion  of  others,  by  a 
contempt  of  Pain,  fo  much  the  greater,  as  the 
incentives  of  Dey,otion  are  more  effectual,  than 
thofe  of  Avarice.  Q Maximus  buried  hisSon, 
when  he  was  a Conful,  and  fid.  Cato  his,  when 
Praetor  ele<ft  ; and  L.  Past  us  both  his,  within  a 
few  Days  one  after  another,  with  fuch  a Coun- 
tenance as  exprefs'd  no  manner  of  Grief.  J 
faid  once  merrily  of  a certain  Perfon,  that  he 
had  difappointed  the  Divine  Juftice  : for  the 
. violent  Death  of  three  grown  up  Children  of 
his,  being  one  Day  fent  him,  for  a fevere  Scourge, 
as  it  is  to  be  fuppos’d,  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
afflkfted  at  the  Accident,  that  he  rather  took  ic 
for  a particular  Grace  and  Favour  of  Heaven. 

I do  not  follow  thefe  monftrous  Humours,  the?’ 

I loft  two  or  three  at  Nurfe,  if  not  without 
Grief,  at  leaft,  without  Repining,  and  yet  there 
is  hardly  any  Accident,  .that  pierces  nearer  to  v 
,the  quick.  I fee  a great  many  other  occafions 
of  Sorrow,  that  fhould  they,  happen  to  me,  I 
fhould  hardly  feel;  and  have  defpis’d  fome  when 
they  have  befallen  me,  to  which  the  World  has 
given  fo  terrible  a Figure,  that  I fhould  blufh 
to  boaft  of  my  Conftancy.  Ex  quo  intelligent } cictn. 
non  in  Natura , Jed  in  opinione  ejfe  agritudinem.  By 
which  it  is  underftood,  that  the  Grief  is  not  in 
Nature,  but  Opinion.  Opinion  is  a powerful 
Party,  bold,  and  without  Meafure,  who  ever 
fo  greedily  hunted  after  Security  and  Repofe,  as 
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Alexander  and  Cafar  did  after  Difturbances  and 
Difficulties  ? Terez  the  Father  of  Sit  alee  s,  was 
wont  to  fay,  that  when  he  had  no  Wars,  he 
fanfied  theie  was  no  difference  betwixt  him  and 
his  Grbotn.  Cato  the  Conful,  to  fecure  fome 
Cities  of  Spain  from  Revolt,  only  interdiding 
the  Inhabitants  from  wearing  Arms,  a great 
hiany  kill’d  themfelves  : Ferox  gens,  nullam  <vitam 
rati  fine  Jrmis  ej Je.  A fierce  People,  who  thought 
there  was  no  Life  without  Arms.  How  many 
do  we  know,  who  have  forfaken  the  Calms  and 
Sweetnefs  of  a quiet  Life,  at  home  amongft 
their  Acquaintance,  to  feek  out  the  horror  of 
uninhabitable  Dcfarts ; and  having  precipitated 
themfelves  into  fo  abjed  a Condition,  as  to  be- 
come the  Scorn  and  Contempt  of  the  World, 
have  hug’d  themfelves  with  the  Conceit,  even  to 
Affedation.  Cardinal  Barromeus , who  died  late-  • 
ly  at  Milan,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  Jollity  that 
the  Air  of  Italy,  his  Youth,  Birth  and  great 
Riches  invited  him  to,  kept  himfelf  in  fo  au- 
ftere  a Way  of  Living,  that  the  fame  Robe  he 
Wore  in  Summer,  ferv’d  him  for  Winter  too  ? 
Had  only  Straw  for  his  Bed,  and  his  hours  of 
vacancy  from  the  affairs  of  his  Employment, 
he  continually  fpent  in  Study,  upon  his  Knees, 
having  a little  Bread  and  a Glals  of  Water  fet 
by  his  Book,  which  was  all  the  Provifion  of  his 
Repaft,  and  all  the  time  he  fpent  in  Eating.  I 
know  fome  who  confentingly  have  acquir’d  both 
Profit  and  Advancement  from  Cuckoldry,  of 
which  the  bare  Name  only  affrights  fo  many 
People.  If.  the  Sight  be  not  the  moft  neceffary 
Ibf  all  our  Senfes,  ’tis  at  leaf!  the  moft  pleafant  ; 
feat  the  nioft  pleafant  and  moft  tifeful  of  all  our 
Merrtbers,  feem  to  be  thofe  of  Generation,  and 
yet  a great  many  have  conceiv’d  a mortal  ha- 
“ ' tred 
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tred  fcgainft  them,  only  for  this,  that  they  were 
too  amiable  ; and  have  depriv’d  themfelves  of 
them,  only  for  their  Value.  As  mtich  thought  • 
he  of  his  Eyes,  that  put  them  out.  The  gene- 
rality, and  more  lolid  fort  of  Men,  look  upon 
abundance  of  Children  as  a great  Bleffing ; I, 
and  fome  others,  think  it  as  a great  Benefit  to 
be  without  them.  And  when  you  ask  Thales, 
why  he  does  not  marry,  he  tells  you,  becaufe  he 
has  no  mind  to  leave  any  Pofterity  behind  him. 

That  our  Opinion  gives  the  value  to  things,  is 
Very  manifeft  in  a great  many  of  thefe  which 
we  do  not  fo  much  regard  to  prize  them,  but 
our  felves  j and  never  confider,  either  their  Ver- 
tues,  or  their  Ufe  ; but  only  how  dear  they  coft 
us : As  though  that  were  a part  of  their  Sub- 
Itance  : And  we  only  repute  for  value  in  them, 
not  what  they  bring  to  us,  but  what  we  add  to 
them.  By  which  I underftand,  that  we  are 
great  managers  of  our  Expcnce.  As  it  weighs, 
it  ferves  for  fo  much  as  it  weighs  j our  Opinion 
Will  never  fuffer  it  to  want  of  its  Value.  The 
Price  gives  value  to  the  Diamond,  Difficulty  to 
Vertue,  Suffering  to  Devotion,  and  Griping  to 
Phyfick.  A certain  Perfon,  to  be  Poor,  threw 
his  Crowns  into  the  fame  Sea,  to  which  fo  ma- 
ny came  from  all  parts  of  the  World  to  Fiffi  and 
Rifle  for  Riches.  Epicurus  fays.  That  to  be 
Rich,  is  no  Advantage,  but  only  an  alteration 
of  Affairs.  In  plain  truth,  it  is  not  Want,  but 
rather  Abundance,  that  creates  Avarice.  Nei- 
ther will  I flick  to  deliver  my  own  Experience 
concerning  this  Affair. 

I have  fince  my  Child-hood  liv’d  in  three 
forts  of  Conditions ; the  Firft,  which  continu- 
ed for  twenty  Years,  I pafl  over  without  any 
other  means,  but  what  were  Accidental,  and 
' depend- 
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depending  upon  the  allowance  and  affiftance  of 
others,  without  Stint,  or  certain  Revenue.  I 
. then  (pent  my  Money  fo  much  the  more  chear- 
fully,  and  with  fo  much  the  lefs  care  how  it 
went,  as  it  wholly  depended  upon  my  over- 
confidence  of  Fortune  ; and  never  liv’d  more  at 
my  eafe,  I never  had  the  repulfe  of  finding  the 
Purfe  of  any  of  my  Friends  fliut  againft  me, 
having  enjoin’d  my  felf  this  Neceflity  above  all 
ocher  NecelTities  whatever,  by  no  means  to  fail 
of  Payment  at  the  appointed  Time,  which  alfo 
they  have  a thoufand  times  refpited , feeing 
how  careful  I was  to  fatisfy  them ; fo  that  I 
pradiis’d  at  once  a Thrifty,  and  withal,  a kind 
pf  alluring  Honefty.  I naturally  feel  a kind  of 
pleafurein  Paying,  as  if  leas’d  my  Shoulders 
of  a troublefom  Weight,  and  in  freeing  my  felf 
from  that  Image  of  Slavery  j as  alfo,  that  I had 
a ravifhing  kind  of  Satisfaction,  in  pleafing  a- 
nother  by  doing  a juft  A&ion.  Thofe  kind  of 
payments  excepted,  where  the  trouble  of  recko- 
ning and  dodging  are  requir’d,  and  in  fuch 
Cafes,  where  I can  meet  with  no  Body  to  eafe 
me  of  that  hateful  Torment,  I avoid  them,  how 
fcandaloufly  and  injurioufly  foever,  all  l poflt- 
bly  can,  for  fear  of  thofe  little  wrangling  Dif- 
putes,  for  which,  both  my  Humour,  and  way 
of  Speaking,  are  fo  totally  improper  and  unfit. 
There  is  nothing  I hate  fo  much,  as  driving  on 
» Bargain tis  a meer  traffick  of  Cozenage  and 
Impudence  : where  after  an  Hours  cheapning 
and  dodging,  both  Parties  abandon  their  Word 
and  Oath  for  five  Sols  Profit,  or  Abatement. 
And  yet  I always  borrow’d  at  great  Difadvan- 
tage.  for  wanting  the  Confidence  to  fpeak  to 
/he  Perfon  my  felf,  I committed  my  Requeft  to 
the  perfwafion  of  a Ticket,  which  ufually  is  no 
...  fucoefsfyj 
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very  fuccefsful  Advocate,  and  is  of  very  great 
Advantage  to  him  who  has  a mind  to  deny.  I in 
thofe  Days  more  jocundly  and  freely  referred 
the  conduft  of  my  Affairs  to  the  Stars,  than  I 
have  fince  done  to  my  own  Providence  and 
Judgment.  Mod  good  Husbands  look  upon  it 
as  a horrible  thing  to  live  always  thus  in  uncer- 
tainty, and  are  not  angry  in  the  firlt  place,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  World  live  fo.  How 
many  worthy  Men  have  wholly  flighted  and 
abandon’d  the  certainty  of  their  own  Eftates, 
and  yet  daily  do  it,  to  truft  to  the  inconftant  fa- 
vour of  Princes,  and  fickle  Fortune  ? Cafarx an 
above  a Million  of  Gold,  more  than  he  was 
worth,  in  Debt,  to  become  Cafar i And  how 
many  Merchants  have  begun  their  Traffick  by 
the  lale  of  their  Farms,  which  they  fene  into 
the  Indies, 

Tot  per  impetentia  fret  a ? , c at.Efig. 

4- 

In  fo  great  a ficcity  of  Devotion,  as  we  fee  in 
thefe  Days,  we  have  a thoufand  and  a thoufand 
Colleges,  that  pafs  ic  over  commodioufly  e- 
nough,  expe&ing  every  Day  their  Dinner  from 
the  liberality  of  Heaven.  Secondly,  They  do 
not  take  notice,  that  this  Certitude  upon  which 
they  fo  much  rely,  is  not  much  lefs  uncertain 
and  hazardous,  than  Hazard  it  felt  I fee  Mi- 
fery  as  near  beyond  two  thoufand  Crowns  a 
Year,  as  if  it  ftopd  clofe  by  me  ; for  befides, 
that  it  is  the  power  of  Chance  to  make  a hun- 
dred Breaches  to  Poverty,  through  the  greateft 
ftrength  of  our  Riches,  (there  being  very  often 
no  Mean,  betwixt  the  bigheft  and  the  loweft 
fortune.) 

Forttm 
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Sen.  Pr+  Fort  ana  vitrea  eft  : turn,  quum  fplendet3  fravgitur. 
vid. 

Fortune  is  Glafs,  the  brighter  it  doth  fhine 
More  frail,  and  fooneft  broken  when  moft  fine. 

And  to  turn  all  our  Barricado’s  and  Bulworks 
TopfieTurvy,  I find  that  by  divers  Caufes,  In- 
digence is  as  frequently  feen  to  inhabit  with 
thofe  who  have  Eftates,  as  with  thofe  that  have 
none;  and  peradventure,  it  is  then  far  lefs 
grievous  when  alone,  than  when  accompanied 
with  Riches ; which  flow  more  from  good  Ma- 
Sm.  Ep.  4.nagery,  than  Income.  Faber  eft  fua  quifque  For - 
tun*,  every  one  is  the  Hammerer  of  nisown 
‘Fortune,  and  an  uneafy,  neceflitous,  bufy  Man, 
feems  to  me  more  Miserable,  than  he  that  is 
/imply  Poor.  In  divltiss  inopes , quod  gems  egeftatis 
gra'vijjimum  eft.  Poor  in  the  midft  of  Riches, 
which  is  the  moft  infupportable  kind  of  Po- 
verty. The  greateft  and  moft  wealthy  Princes, 
are  by  Poverty  and  Want  driven  to  the  moft 
extream  Neceffity  : for  can  there  be  any  more 
Extream,  than  to  become  Tyrants,  and  unjuft 
Ufurpers,  of  their  Subjects  Goods  and  Eftates  ? 

My  Second  Condition  of  Life  was,  to  have 
Money  of  my  own  ; wherein  I fo  order’d  the 
matter,  that  I had  foon  laid  up  a very  notable 
Sum  out  of  fo  mean  a Fortune ; confidering 
with  my  felf,  that  that  only  was  to  be  reputed 
having,  which  a Man  referv’d  from  his  ordinary 
Expence,  that  a Man  could  not  abfolutely  relie 
upon  Revenue  to  receive,  how  clear  foever  his 
Eftate  might  be.  For  what,  fajd  I,  if  I Ihould  be 
furpriz’d  by  fuch  or  fuch  an  Accident ; And  after 
fuch  like  vain  and  vicious  Imaginations,  would 
very  learnedly,  by  this  hoarding  of  Money, 
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provide  againft  all  Inconveniences;  and  could 
moreover  anfwer,  fuch  as  objected  to  me,  that 
the  number  of  them  was  too  infinite,  that  I 
could  not  lay  up  for  all,  I could  however  do 
It  at  leaft  for  fome,  and  for  many.  Yet  was 
not  this  done  without  a great  deal  of  Solicitude 
and  Anxiety  of  Mind.  I kept  it  very  dole,  and 
though  I dare  talk  fo  boldly  of  my  felf,  never 
fpoke  of  my  Money,  but  falfely,  as  others  do, 
who  being  Rich,  pretend  to  be  Poor,  and  be- 
ing Poor,  pretend  to  be  Rich,  difpenfing  with 
their  Confciences  for  ever  telling  fincerely  what 
they  have.  A ridiculous  and  lhameful  Prudence. 
Was  I to  go  a Journey  ? methought  I was  ne- 
ver enough  provided : and  the  more  I loaded 
my  Felf  with  Money,  the  more  alfo  was  I load- 
ed with  Fear,  one  while  the  danger  of  the  Roads, 
another  of  the  Fidelity  of  him  who  had  the 
charge  of  my  Sumpters,  of  whom,  as  fome  o- 
thers  that  I know,  I was  never  fufliciently  Se- 
cure, if  I had  him  not  always  in  my  Eye.  If 
I chanc’d  to  leave  the  Key  of  my  Cabinet  be- 
hind me,  what  ftrange  Jealoufies,  and  anxiety 
of  Mind  did  I enter  into  ? And  which  was  worfe, 
without  daring  to  acquaint  any  Body  with  it. 
My  Mind  was  eternally  taken  up  with  fuch 
things  ^as  thefe,  fo  that  all  things  confider’d, 
there  is  more  trouble  in  keeping  Money,  than 
in  getting  it.  And  if  I did  not  altogether  fo 
much  as  I fay,  or  was  not  effe&ually  fo  fcanda- 
loufly  folicitous  of  my  Money,  as  I have  made 
my  felf ; yet  it  coft  me  fomething  at  leaft  to 
govern  my  felf  from  being  fo.  I reapt  little  or 
no  Advantage  by  what  I had,  and  my  Expen- 
ces  feem’d  nothing  lefs  to  me,  for  having  the 
more  to  fpend  : For,  as  Bion  faid.  The  hairy 
Men  are  as  angry  as  the  bald  to  be  pull’d  ; and 

after 
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after  you  are  once  accuftomed  to  it,  and  have 
once  fet  your  Heart  upon  your  Heap,  it  is  no 
more  at  your  Service,  you  cannot  find  in  your 
heart  to  break  it : ’Tis  a Building  that  you  will 
fanfy,  muft  of  neceflity  all  tumble  down  to 
Ruin,  if  you  ftir  but  the  leaft  Pibble.  Necef- 
fity  muft  firft  take  you  by  the  Throat,  before 
you  can  prevail  upon  your  felf  to  touch  it : 
And  I would  fooner  have  pawn’d  any  thing  I 
had,  or  fold  a Houfe,  and  with  much  lefs  con- 
ftraint  upon  my  felf,  than  have  made  the  leaft 
breach  in  that  beloved  Purfe,  I had  fo  cunning- 
ly laid  by.  But  the  danger  was,  that  a Man 
cannot  eafily  prefcribe  certain  limits  to  this  de- 
fire,  (for  they  are  hard  to  find  in  things  that  a 
Man  conceives  to  be  good,)  and  to  flint  this 
good  Husbandry  fo,  that  it  may  not  degenerate 
into  Avarice  : Men  ftill  being  intent  upon  ad- 
ding to  the  Heap,  and  encreafing  the  Stock, 
from  Sum  to  Sum,  till  at  laft  they  vilely  de- 
prive themfelves  of  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
Own  proper  Goods,  and  throw  all  into  Referve, 
without  making  any  ufe  of  them  at  all.  Ac- 
cording to  this  Rule,  they  are  the  richeft  Peo- 
ple in  the  World, who  are  fet  to  guard  the  Goals, 
and  to  defend  the  Walls  of  a wealthy  City.  All 
mony’d  Men  I conclude  to  be  Covetouv  Tlato 
places  Corporal  or  Human  Riches  in  this  Or-. 
der  j Health,  Beauty,  Strength  and  Riches ) 
and  Riches,  fays  he,  is  not  blind,  but  very  clear 
lighted,  when  illuminated  by  Prudence.  Dw- 
njjjus  the  Son,  did  a very  handfom  Aft  upon 
this  Subjeft.  He  was  inform’d,  that  one  of  the 
Syracufans  had  hid  a Treafure  in  the  Earth,  and 
thereupon  fent  to  the  Man  to  bring  it  to  him, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  privately  referving  a 
fmall  part  of  it  only  to  himfelf,  with  which  he 
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went  to  another  City,  where  being  cur’d  of  his 
Appetite  of  Hoarding,  he  began  to  live  at  a 
more  liberal  Rate.  Which  Dionyfius  hearing, 
caus’d  the  reft  of  his  Treafure  to  be  reftor’d  to 
him,  faying,  that  fince  he  had  learnt  how  to 
ufe  it,  he  very  willingly  returned  it  back  unto 
him. 

I continued  fome  Years  in  this  hoarding  Hu- 
mour, when  I know  not  what  good  Dtmon  for- 
tunately put  me  out  of  it,  as  he  did  the  Syr  a* 
cufan , and  made  me  throw  abroad  all  my  re- 
ferve  at  random  ,•  the  pleafure  of  a certain  Voy- 
age I took  of  very  great  Expence,  having  made 
me  fpurn  this  fond  love  of  Money  under  foot, 
by  which  means  I am  now  fallen  into  a third 
way  of  Living,  Cl  fpeak  what  I think  of  it) 
doubdefs  much  more  pleafant  and  moderate, 
which  is,  that  I live  at  the  height  of  my  Reve- 
nue, fometirrtes  the  one,  fometimes  the  other 
may  perhaps  exceed,  but  ’tis  very  little,  and  but 
rarely  that  they  differ  at  all  j I live  from  Hand 
to  Mouth,  and  content  my  felf  in  having  fuffi- 
cient  for  my  prefent,  and  ordinary  Expence  ,* 
for  as  to  extraordinary  Occafions,  all  the  laying 
up  in  the  World  would  never  fuffice  ; and  ’tis 
the  greateft  folly  imaginable  to  expedf,  that 
Fortune  fhould  ever  fufficiently  arm  us  againfl 
her  felf.  ’Tis  with  our  own  Arms  that  we  are 
to  fight  her,  accidental  ones  will  betray  us  in 
the  pinch  of  the  Bulinefs.  If  I lay  up,  ’tis  foE 
fome  near  and  defigned  Expence,  and  not  to 
purchafe  Lands,  of  which  I have  no  need,  but 
to  purchafe  Pleafure.  Non  ejfe  cupidum,  pecuniae iceri. 
eft : non  ejfe  emacem,  vettigal  eft.  not  to  be  Co-  p<ra^-  U,e- 
vetous,  is  Money,  not  to  be  a Purchafer,  is  a 
Tribute.  I neither  am  in  any  great  apprehen- 
fion  of  wanting,  nor  in  any  defire  of  any  more  ; 
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Hid,  Divittarum  fruBm  eft  in  copia  j copiam  declarat  fa~ 
tietas.  The  fruits  of  Riches  lie  in  abundance, 
fatiety  declares  abundance.  And  I am  very 
well  pleas’d  with  my  felf,  that  this  Reformation 
in  me,  has  fallen  out  in  an  Age  naturally  incli- 
ned to  Avarice,  and  that  1 fee  my  felf  clear’d  of 
a Folly  fo  common  to  old  Men,  and  the  moft 
ridiculous  of  all  human  Follies.  Feraule&a.  Man 
that  had  run  through  both  Fortunes,  and  found 
that  the  encreafe  of  Subftance,  was  no  encreafe 
of  Appetite,  either  to  Eating,  or  Drinking, 
Sleeping,  or  the  enjoyment  of  his  Wife,*  and  who 
on  the  other  fide,  felt  the  care  of  his  Oeconomy 
lie  heavy  upon  his  Shoulders,  as  it  does  on  mine  ; 
was  refolved  to  pleafe  a poor  young  Man  his 
faithful  Friend,  who  panted  after  Riches,  by 
biaking  him  a Gift  of  all  his,  which  was  excef- 
fively  great,  and  moreover  of  all  he  was  in  the 
daily  way  of  getting  by  the  liberality  of  Cyrus, 
his  good  Matter,  and  by  the  War ; conditional- 
ly that  he  fhould  take  care  handfomly  to  main- 
tain, and  plentifully  to  entertain  him,  as  his 
Hoft,  and  his  Friend  ,*  which  being  accordingly 
embrac’d,  and  perform'd,  they  afterwards  liv’d 
very  happily . together,  both  of  them  equally 
content  with  the  change  of  their  Condition.  An 
Example  that  I could  imitate  with  all  my  Heart. 
And  very  much  approve  the  Fortune  of  an  an- 
cient Prelate , whom  I fee  to  have  fo  abfolutely 
ftript  himfelf  of  his  Purfe,  his  Revenue,  and 
Care  ; of  his  Expence  ,*  committing  them  one 
while  to  one  trufty  Servant,  and  another  while 
to  another,that  he  hasfpun  out  a long  fucceffion 
of  Years,  as  ignorant  by  this  means  of  his  Do- 
nieftick  Affairs,  as  a meer  Stranger.  The  con- 
fidence of  another  Man’s  Vertue,  is  no  light  E- 
vidence  of  a Mans  own  ; befides  God  is  pleafe.d 
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to  favour  fuch  a Confidence,  as  to  what  con- 
cerns him  of  whom  I am  fpeaking,  I fee  no 
where  a betters  govern’d  Family,  nor  a Houfe 
more  nobly,  and  conftantly  maintain  d than  his, 
happy  in  this  to  haye  dated  his  Affairs,  to  10  juft 
a Proportion,  that  his  Eftate  is  fufficient  to  do 
it  without  his  Care,  or  Trouble,  and  without  any 
hindrance,  either  in  the  {pending*  or  laying  it 
up:  to  his  other  more  decent,  and  quiet  Employ- 
ments, and  that  lire  more  fuitable  both  to  his 
Place,  and  Liking.  Plenty  then  and  indigence 
depend  upon  the  Opinion  every  one  has  of  them  ^ 
and  Riches  qo  more  than  Glory,  or  Health, 
have  no  more  either  Beauty,  or  Plealure,  pan 
he  is  pleas’d  to  lend,  them,  by  whom  they  are 
poffeft.  Every  one  is  well,  or  ill  at  eaie,  ac- 
cording as  he  finds  himfeif  : Not  he  whom  the 
World  believes,  but  he  who  believes  himfeif  to 
he  fo,  is  content j and  in  him  alone  belief  giye^ 
it  felf  Being,  and  Reality.  Fortune  does  uS  nei- 
ther good,  nor  hurt ; (he  only  prelents  us  t» 

Matter,  and  the  Seed,  which  our  Soul,  more 
powerfully  than  ftie,  turns  and  applies  as  flie  belt 
pleafes ; being  the  foie  Caufe,  and  Sovereign 
Miflrefs  of  her  own  happy,  or  unhappy  Con- 
dition. AH  external  acceffions  receive  Taft 
and  Colour,  from  the  internal.  Conftitution,  as 
Cloaths  warm  us,  not  with  their  Heat,  but  our 
own,  which  they  are  fit  to  cover  and  keen  in  j 
and  who  would  cover  a cold  Body,  would  do 
the  fame  fervice  for  the  Cold,  for  fo  Snow  and 
Ice  are  preferved.  And  after  the  fame  manner 
that  Study  is  a torment  to  a Truant,  abftinence 
from  Wine  to  a good  Fellow,  Frugality  to  the 
Spend-thrift,  and  Exercife  to  a Lazy  tender-bred 
Fellow  j fo  it  is  of  all  the  reft.  The  things  are 
not  fo  painful,  and  difficult  of  them.felves,  but 
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our  Weaknefs  or  Cowardice  makes  them  fo.  To 
judge  of  great  and  high  Matters,  requires  a 
luitable  Soul,  otherwife  we  attribute  the  Vice 
to  them,  which  is!  really  our  own.  A ftraight 
Oar  feems  crooked  in  the  Water:  It  does  not 
only  import  that  we  fee  the  thing,  but  how,  and 
after  what  manner  we  fee  it.  But  after  all  this, 
why  amongft  fo  many  Difcourfes,  that  by  fo 
many  Arguments  perfwade  Men  to  defpife 
Death,  ‘and  to  endbre  Pain,  can  we  not  find  out 
one  that  imakes  for  us  ? And  of  fo  many  forts  of 
Imaginations  as  have  fo  prevailed  upon  others, 
as  to  perfwade  them  to  do  fo,  why  does  not  eve- 
ry one  apply  fome  one  to  himfelf,  the  moft 
fuitable  to  his  own  Humour  ? If  he  cannot  a- 
way  with  a ftrong  working  Apozem  to  eradicate 
the  Evil,  let  him  at  lead  take  a Lenitive  to  eafe 
Cicert.  it.  Opinio  eft  quadant  efferninata , ac  levis  : nec  in 
Tuft.  lib.  2.  dolor  e magis,  quant  eadetn  in  voluptate  : qua  quum 
Uquefcitnus  fluimufque  mollitia , apis  aculeum  fine  cla- 
more  fine  non  pojjutnus.  Totum  in  eo  eft,  ut  tibi 
intperes.  There  is  a certain  Light;  and  effemi- 
nate Opinion,  and  that  not  more  in  Pain,  than 
it  is  even  in  Pleafure  it  felf ; by  which,  whilft 
we  reft  and  wallow  in  Eafe,  and  Wantonnefs, 
we  cannot  endure  fo  much  as  the  flinging  of  a 
Bee,  without  roaring.  All  that  lies  in  it  is  only 
this,  to  command  thy  felf.  As  to  the  reft,  a 
Man  does  not  tranfgrefs  Philofophy,  by  per- 
mitting the  acrimony  of  Pains,  and  human  Frail- 
ty to  prevail  fo  much  above  Meafure  ; for  they 
will  at  laft  be  reduc'd  to  thefe  invincible  Replies. 
If  it  be  ill  to  live  in  Ncceffity,  at  leaft  there  is  no 
necefficy  upon  a Man  to  live  in  Neceffity.  No 
Man  continues  ill  long,  but  by  his  own  fault. 
And  who  has  neither  the  Courage  to  Die,  nor  the 
Heart  to  Live : who  will  neither  Refift  nor  Fly, 
what  fhould  a Man  do  to  hitn  £ CHAP. 
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Not  to  Communicate  a Mans  Honour . 
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OF  all  the  follies  of  the  World,  that  which  is 
moft  univerfally  receiv’d,  is  the  folicitude 
of  Reputation  and  Glory,  which  we  are  fond  of 
to  that  Degree,  as  to  abandon  Riches,  Peace, 

Life,  and  Health,  which  are  effe&ual  and  fub- 
ftantial  Goods,  to  purfue  this  vain  Phantome, 
and  empty  Word,  that  has  neither  Body,  nor 
hold  to  be  taken  of  it.  , ■-!  *> 
v'  ' /’>/..  \ . . ' 1 

La  fama  ch  invagh'tfce  a un  dolce  fuono  . ...  f Tatfo.  Cart- 

Gli  Juperbi  tnortalii  & Par’  (i  bella  to  10. 

Eun  echo , un  Sogno,  andzj  d'un  Sogno  un  ombra  ■ 1 
Cti  ad  ogni  vehtp  Ji  dilegua , dr  fgombra,  j 

Honour,  that  with  fuch  an  alluring  found. 

Proud  Mortals  Charms,  and  does  appear  fo  fair, 

An  Echo,  Dream,  lhade  of  a Dream  is  found, 

Difperft  abroad  by  every  breath  of  Air. 

And  of  all  the  irrational  Humours  of  Men,  it 
ftiould  feem  that  even  the  Philofophers  them- 
felves  have  the  moft  ado,  and  do  the  lateft  dis- 
engage themfelves  from  this,  as  the  moft  relty 
and  obftinate  of  all  human  Follies,  Jguia  etiam  jug,  de  ^ 
bene  proficients  animos  tentare  non  cejjat.  Becaufe  Civic.  Dcii 
it  ceafes  not  to  attack  even  the  wifeft,  and  beft 
letter’d  Minds.  There  is  not  any  one  Vice,  of 
which  Reafon  does  fo  clearly  accufe  the  Vani- 
ty, as  of  that ,*  but  it  is  fo  deeply  rooted  in  us, 
that  I dare  not  determine,  whether  any  one  e- 
ver  clearly  fequeftered  himfelf  from  it  or  no. 

After  you  have  faid  all,  and  believed  all  has 
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been  faid  to  its  Prejudice,  it  creates  fo  inteftine 
an  Inclination  in  oppofition  to  your  beft  Argu- 
ments, that  you  have  little  Power,  and  Con- 
ftancy  to  refill  it : for  (as  Cicero  fays)  even 
thofe  who  moll  controvert  it,  would  yet  that 
the  Books  they  write  Ihould  vifit  the  light  under 
their  own  Names,  and  feek  to  derive  Glory 
from  Teeming  to  defpife  it.  All  other  things  are 
communicable,  and  fall  into  Commerce  ; we 
lend  our  Goods,  and  Hake  our  Lives  for  the  Ne- 
ceffity,  and  Service  of  our  Friends;  but  to 
communicate  a Man's  Honour,  and  to  robe  ano- 
ther with  a Man's  own  Glory,  is  vety  rarely 
feen.  And  yet  we  have  fome  Examples  Of  that 
kind.  Catulus  Luclatius  in  the  Cumbrian  War, 
having  done  all  that  in  him  lay  to  make  his  fly- 
ing Soldiers  face  about  upon  the  Enemy,  ran 
himfelf  at  laft  away  with  the  reft,  and  counter- 
feited the  Coward,  to  the  end  his  Men  might 
rather  feem  to  follow  their  Captain,  than  to  fly 
from  the  Enemy  ; which  was  to  abandon  hi? 
own  Reputation,  to  palliate  the  fliaipe  qf  o- 
thers.  When  Charles  the  Fifth  came  into  Pro- 
vence in  the  Year  15-37,  ’tis  faid,  that  Antonio  da 
Leva  feeing  the  Emperor  pofitively  refolv’d  up- 
on this  Expedition,  and  believing  it  would  re- 
dound very  mqch  to  his  Honour,  did  neverthe- 
lefs  very  ftifljy  oppofe  it  in  the  Council,  to  the 
end  that  the  entire  glory  of  that  Refolution 
Ihould  be  attributed  to  his  Matter;  and  that  it 
might  be  faid,  his  own  wifdom  and  forefight 
had.  been  fuch,  as  that  contrary  to  the  Opinion 
of  all,  he  had  brought  ahout  fo  great,  and  fo 
generous  an  Eqterptizej  which  was  to  do  hi|n 
Honour  at  his  own  Expence,  The  Thracian  Em- 
bafladors,  coming  to  comfort  ArcbiUcnU a the 
Mother  of,  Brajidas  upon  the  death,  of  her  Son, 
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and  commending  him  to  that  height,  as  to  fay 
he  had  not  left  his  like  behind  him  ; Ihe  rejected 
this  private  and  particular  Commendation  to 
attribute  it  to  the  Publick : Tell  me  not  that, 

(faid  fhe)  1 know  the  City  of  Sparta  has  feve- 
ral  Citizens  both  greater,  and  of  greater  Va- 
lour than  he.  In  the  Battel  of  Crejfj,  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  being  then  very  young,  had  theVant- 
guard  committed  to  him,  and  the  main  ftrefs  of 
the  Battel  hapned  to  be  in  that  Place,  which 
made  the  Lords  that  were  with  him,  finding 
themfelves  overmatcht,  to  fend  to  King  Edward, 
that  he  would  pleafe  to  advance  to  their  Relief; 
who  thereupon  enquiring  of  the  Condition  his 
Son  was  in,  and  being  anfwered,  that  he  was 
yet  living,  and  on  Horfe-back : I fhould  then 
do  him  wrong  (faid  the  King)  now  to  go,  and 
deprive  him  of  the  honour  of  winning  this  Bat- 
tle he  has  fo  long,  and  fo  bravely  difputed, 
what  hazard  foever  he  runs,  it  fhall  be  entirely 
his  own:  and  accordingly  would  neither  go  nor 
fend,  knowing  that  if  ne  went,  it  would  be  faid 
all  had  been  loft  without  his  Succour,  and  that 
the  honour  of  the  Vidory  would  be  wholly  at- 
tributed to  him.  Semper  enim  quod  poltremum  ad~ 
je&um  eft,  id  rem  totam  videtur  traxijfe.  For  the 
laft  ftroak  to  a Bufinefs,  feems  to  draw  along 
with  it  the  performance  of  the  whole  Adion. 

Many  at  Rome  thought,  and  would  ufually  fay, 
that  the  greateft  of  Scipio’  s Ads,  were  in  part 
due  to  Lelius , whofe  conftant  pradicc  it  was  ftill 
to  advance,  and  fhoulder  Scipio' s Grandeur  and 
Renown,  without  any  care  of  his  own.  And 
Tbcopompus  King  of  Sparta  to  him  who  told  him 
the  Republick  could  not  mifcarry  fince  he  knew 
fo  well  how  tp  Command.  ’Tis  rather  (anfwer- 
ed he)  becaufe  the  People  know  fo  well  how  to 
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Qhey,  As  Women  fucceeding  to  Peerages,  had 
notwithflanding  their  Sex  the  privilege  to  Af- 
fift,and  give  in  their  Votes  in  the  Caufes  that  ap- 
pertained to  the  Jurifdiriion  of  Peers,:  So  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Peers  notwithftanding  their  Pro- 
feffion,  were  obliged  toaffift  our' Kings  in?  their 
Wars,  not  only1  with  their  Friends  and  Servants, 
but  in  their  own  Peribns.  As  the  Bi/hop  of 
iBeauvais  did,  who  being  with  Philip  Auguflus  at 
,tlie  Battle  of -.Bbuvints,  had  a notable  Thare  in 
that  Ariion  j biifche  did  not  think  it  fit  for  him 
. ^.participate  in  the  Fruit  and  Glory  of  that  Vi- 
olent and  Bloody  Trade.  He  with  his  own 
Hand  reduc’d  feveral  of  the  Enemy  that  Day 
to  his  Mercy,  whom  he  delivered  to  the  firlt 
Gentleman  he  met  either  to  Kill,  or  receive 
them  to  Quarter,  referring  the  Execution  to  a- 
nother  Hand.  As^alfodid  William  Earl  of  Salis- 
bury to  Meffire  Jean  de  Nejle,  with  a like  fubtle- 
ty  of  Confidence- to  the  other  we,  named  before, 
he  would  kill,  but  not  wound  him,  and  for  that 
reafion  never  fought  with  a Mace.  And  a cer- 
tain Perfion  of  my  time,  being  reproacht  by 
the  King,  that  he  had  laid  hands  on  a Prieft, 
Ififfly  and  poficively  deny’d  he  had  done  any 
fuch  thing  : the  meaning  of  which  was,  he  had 
Cudgell’d  and  Kick’d  him.  : <;  ,*  . , . 

" 1 11  

CHAP.  XLIT. 

■ «,  ... 1 .. 

Of  the  Inequality  amottgfl  us. 


PLutarch  fays  fomewhere,  that  he  does  not 
find  fio  great  a difference  betwixt  Beaft  and 
Beaft,  as  he  does  betwixt  Man  and  Man.  Which 


is  laid  in  reference  to  the  internal  Qualities  and 

• * • • 1 • ‘ Per- 
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Perfedions  of  the  Soul.  And,  in  truth;  Tfind, ' 
(according  to  my  poor  Judgment,)  fo  vaft  a 
diftance  betwixt  Epatninondaf , and  fome  that  I 
know,  (who  are  yet  Men  of  common  Senfe,) 
that  I could  willingly  enhance  upon  Vlutarch , 
and  fay,  that  there  is  more  difference  betwixt 
fuch  and  fuch  a Man,>  than  there  is  betwixt 
fuchaMan,  and  fuch  a Beaft : /.  C'.V.  • 

Hew  vir  viro  Quid  prajiat ! . Ter.  For. 

‘ Atl.  s.  Se. 

How  much  alas,  • ' * ‘ 3- 

One  Man  another  doth  furpafs ! 

And  that  there  are  as  many  and  innumerable  . 
degrees  of  Wits,  as  there  are  Cubits  betwixt  this 
and  Heaven.  But  as  touching  the  Eftimate  of 
Men,  ’tis  ftrange,  that,  our  felves  excepted,  no 
other  Creature  is  efteem’d  beyond  its  proper 
Qualities.  We  commend  a Horfe  for  its  Strength, 
and  furenefs  of  Foot, 

t • * * v ^ ‘ 

, -rVolucrem  ; Juvenal 

Sic  laudamus  eejuum,  facili  cui  plurinta  palm*  Sat-  8* 

Fur'vet,  & exult  at  vauco  'victortA  circo.  * 

So  we  commend  the  Horfe  for  being  fleet,  • 

Who  many  Palms  by  Breath  and  Speed  does  get. 

And  which  the  Trumpets  in  the  Circle  grace. 

With  their  hoarfe  Levpts  for  his  well  run  Race. 

and  not  for  his  rich  Caparifons.j  a Greyhound 
for  his  fhare  of  Heels,  not  for  his  fine  Collar j 
a Hawk  for  her  Wing,  not  for  her  Genes  and 
Bells.  Why,  in  like  manner,  do  we  not  value 
a Man  for  what  is  properly  his  own  . He  has  a 
great  Train,  a beautiful  Palace,  fo  much  Cre- 
dit, fp  many  Thoufand  Pounds  a ^ear,  and  all 
* 7 ' Dd  4 ; theft 
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thefe  are  about  him,  but  not  in  him.  You  Will 
not  buy  a Pig  in  a Poke : if  you  cheapen  a 
Horfe,  you  will  fee  him  ftript  of  his  Hotifing- 
fcloaths,  you  will  fee  him  naked  and  open  tb 
your  Eye  ; or  if  he  be  Cloath’d,  as  they  anci- 
ently were  wont  to  pfefent  them  to  Princes  tb 
Sell,  ’tis  only  on  the  lefs  important  parts,  that 
you  may  not  fo  much  confider  the  beauty  of  his 
Colour,  or  the  breadth  of  his  Crupper,  as  prin- 
cipally to  examine  his  Limbs,  Eyes  and  Feet^ 
which  are  the  Members  of  greateft  ufe : 


( jfe.kk  i bic  t»os  eft,  ubi  equos  ihercaniur,  opertot 

“if.  i.  Sufpiciunt , ne  ft  facies , ut  ftepe,  decora 

Modi  fulta  pede  eft,  tmptorem  inducat  biantem , 

Quod  pulcbra  clunes,  breve  quod  caput,  ardtia  cervix. 

Wheh  kings  Steeds  cloath’d,  as  ’tis  their  man- 

.fner,  Buy* 

They  ftraight  examine  very  Curioufly, 

Left  a fliort  Head,  a thin  and  well  rais’d  Creft, 
A broad  fpread  Buttock,  and  an  ample  Cheft, 
Should  all  be  propt  with  an  Old  beaten  Hoof, 

To  gull  the  Buyer,  when  they  come  to  Proof. 

Why  in  giving  your  eftimate  of  a Man,  do  you 
prize  him  wrapt  and  muffled  up  in  Cloaths  ? He 
then  difcovers  nothing  to  you,  but  fuch  parts  sis 
are  not  in  the  leaft  his  own $ and  conceals  thofe, 
by  which  alone  one  may  rightly  judge  of  his 
Value.  ’Tis  the  price  of  the  Blade  that  you  en- 
quire into,  and  not  of  the  Scabbard : You  would 
not  peradventure  bid  a Farthing  forliim,  if  you 
faw  him  ftripp’d.  You  are  to  judge  him  by 
himfelf,  and  not  by  what  he  wears.  And  as  one 
of  the  Ancients  very  pleafantly  faid,  Do  yod 
know  why  yoti  repute  him  Tall  ? You  reckon 

withal 


withal  I* je  height h of  his  Ghepines,  WhCreastHe 
Federal  is  no  part  t>f  the  Statue.  Meafure  him 
without  his  Stilts,  let  hirh  lay  afide  his  Reve- 
hues,  and  his  Titles,  let  him  prefent  himfelf  in 
his  Shirt,  then  examine  if  his  Body  be  found  arid 
fpritely,  a&ive  and  difpos’d  to  perform  its  Fun- 
ctions? What  Soul  has  he?  Is  it  Beautiful,  ca- 
pable, and  happily  provided  of  aflher  Faculties  ? 

Is  fhe  Rich  of  what  is  her  Own,  or  Of  What  file 
has  Borrowed  ? Has  Fortune  no  hand  in  the 
Affair  ? Can  fhe,  without  winking,  Rand  the 
lightning  of  Swords  ,*  is  fhe  indifferent,  whe- 
ther her  Life  expire  by  the  Mouth,  dr  through 
the  Throat  ? Is  fhe  Settled,  Even  and  Content? 

This  is  what  is  to  be  examin'd,  arid  by  'that  you 
are  to  judge  of  the  vaft  differences  betwixt 
Man,  and  Man.  Is'ht  : r.y.  o!-k;". 

■ ; ,t  Sapiens3  fibique  imperiofus  (terrent3  j?  ^ tl 

6>uem  necjke  pauper  iesy  neque  mors , neque  vincula  tm  7* 
Refponfare  cupidinibusy ' contemner  c honbres 
Forth , & in  feipfo'iotus  teres  atque  rotundusy 
Eieierni  nequid  vale  at  per  lave  mot art , 

In  quern  manca  ruit  femper  fortuna  ? 

Wife,  and  commanding  o'er  his  Appetite, 

One  whoiri,  nor  Want,  nor  Death,  nor  Bonds, 

. i (can  Fright* 

To  check  his  Drifts,  and  Honours  fcorn,  fo  ftout. 

And  in  himfelf  fb  round  and  clear  throughout. 

That  no  external  Thing  Can  flop  his  Courfe, 

And  on  whom  Fortune  vainly  tries  her  Force. 

fuch  a Man  is  rais’d  five  hundred  Fathoms  a- 
bove  Kingdoms  and  Diitchies,  he  is  an  abfolute 
Monarch  m and  to  himfelf. 

Sapiens  Tol  ipfe  pngit  fortunam  phi.  Pima.  TW. 

The  wife  Man  his  own  Fortune  makes.  t*'  *'  ** 

What  * 
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What  remains  for  him  to  Covet,  or 

- : ’ * *. : • ...{:  to  5.  * <-i  !*  * . . 

— — ■ ■■  Nonne  videmus  : . 

Nil  aliud  fibi  naturam  latrare , nifi  ut  (fuoi 
Corf  ore  fejunctus  dolor  abfit , mente  fruatur  i 
Jucundo  fenfuy  cur  a femotus  metuque  ? • / i % : i ' 

. » J . ' . • r 

1 J.  • ' * ■ » * «*  , r . 4 

We  fee  that  Nature  to  no  more  afpires^oi' ' 
Nortoherfelf  a greater  good  requires,'  m 
Than  that,  whofe  Body  is  from  Dolours  free. 
He  {hould,  his  Mind  with  more  Serenity^  < 

And  a more  pleafmg  Senfe  enjoy,  quit?  clear 
From  thofe  two  gtand  Difturbers,  Grief  and  Fear. 

Compare  with  fuch  a one  the  common  Rabble 
of  Mankind,  ftupid  and  mean  Spirited,  Servile, 
Inftable,  and  continually  floating  with  the  tem- 
peft  of  various  Paffions,  that  tolfes  and  tumbles 
them  to  and  fro,  and  all  depending  upon  others, 
and  you  will  find  a greater  diftance,  than  be- 
twixt Heaven  and  Earth  ; and  yet  the  blindnefs 
of  common  ufage  is  fuch,  that  we  make  little 
or  no  account  of  it.  Whereas,  if  we  confider 
a Peafant,  and  a King,  a Noble- Man,  and  a 
Villain,  a Mo&iftrate,  and  a private  Man,  a Rich 
Man,  and  a Poor,  there  appears  a vaft  difparity, 
though  they  differ  no  more,  (as  a Man  may  fay,) 
than  in  their  Breeches!  ’ In  Tkruci,  the  King 
was  diltingui fil’d  from  his  People,  after  a very 
pleafam  manner ; He  had  a Religion  by  himfelf, 
a God  of  his  own,  and  which  his  Subjeds  were 
not  to  prefume  to  adore,  which  was  Mercurj, 
whilft,  on  the  other  fide,  he  difdain’d  to  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  theirs.  Mars , Bacchus  and 
Diana.  And  yet  they  are  no  other  than  Pi&ures, 
that  make  no  effential  Diflimilitude ; .for  as  you 
fee  A#ors  in  a Play,  representing  the^effop  of 
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a Duke,  or  an  Emperor,  upon  the  Stage,  and 
immediately  after,  in  the  Tiring-Room,  return 
to  their  true  and  original  Condition  ,*  fo' the  Em- 
peror, whofe  Pomp  and  Luftre,  does  fo  dazle 
t you  in. Publicly.  <:  ,V«  » ] 

; !*  r;  •'•{.-  i/ui:  <i 

Silicet,  & grandes  viridi  cum  luce  prtaragdt  t Luc.  I.  4. 

Auro  includuntur , teriturque  ThalaJJina  veftis 
AJftdue,  dr  veneris  fudorem  exercitafetah  I >(.T 

Great  Emeralds  richly  are  in  £,pid  eyeball,  . 

To  dart  green  Luifre,  and  the  Sea-green  yetf 
Continually  is  worn  and  rubb’d  to  Frets, ... . • Tf 
Whilft  it  imbibes  the  Juice  that  Venus  fweats. 

do  but  peep  behind  the  Curtain,  and  you’ll  fee 
nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  Man,  and  per- 
adv'enture,  more  Contemptible;  than  the  mean- 
eft  of  his  Subje&s.  , Ille  beatus  trttrdifum  ft  fifties  Settee.  Ef . 
brail  eat  a felicitas  eft.  "/True  Happinefs  lies  With-  irj. 
in,  the  other  is  but  a'couriterfeit  Felidrty;  Cow- 
ardize,  Irrefolution,  Ambition^  Spite  and  Envy, 


are  as  Predominant^ in  him,  aj* ^ ihQther. * { 

Non  enirngaZA,  neque  tonffifabs  ***“1  - \ 


hb. 


Summovet  liBor , miferos  tumultus  7£>q0i,'>  ttOJe  16. 

Mentis , & curas  laqueata  circum  1 ■ 

ma  volumes.  ' / - 


For  neither  Wealth,  Honours,  nor  Offices,  ' 

Can  the  wild  Tumults  of  the  Mind  appeafe. 

Nor  chafe  thofe  Cares,that  with  unwearied  Wings 
Hover  about  the  Palaces  of  Kings, 

Nay,  Solitude  and  Fear,  attack  him  even  in  the 
Center  of  his  Battalions.  * . 

• * s-  - , VJ  : ;;  , . ...  ■ 

Reveraque  metus  bominum,  curaque  Jequaces , Luc.  1.  3. 

Nec  metuunl  fonitus  qrmorum , nec  fer*  tela, 

*.  • < Att" 
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JudafterefUe  ttiter  Regts,  return t^ue  put  enter 
Verfantur,  ne<jue  fulgorem  rvverenttlr  ab  auro. 

* 1 ' ' ’ r 

-For  Fears  and  Cares  warring  With  human  Hearts, 
Fear  not  the  clafli  of  Arms,  nor  points  of  Darts ; 
But  with  great  Kings  and  Potentates  makes  Bold, 
Maugre  tneir  Purple,  and  their  Glittering  Gold. 

Do  Fevers,  Gouts  and  Apoplexies,  fpare  them 
any  more,  than  one  of  us  ? When  old  Age 
hangs  heavy  upoh  a Princes  Shoulders^  can  the 
Yeomen  of  his  Guard  eafe  hUtt  of  the  Biirthfen  ? 
When  he  is  attonifh’d  with  the  apprehenfion  Of 
Death,  can  the  Gentlemen  of  bis Bed-Chamber 
comfort  and  affure  him  ? When  Jealoufv,  or  a- 
by  other  Capricio  fwims  in  his  Brain,  cah  Ot^r 
Complements  and  Ceremonies  reftore  hitti  to  his 
good  Humour  ? The  Canopy  embroider’d  with 
Pearl  and  Gold  Jhe  lies  under,  has  no  Vertue  a- 
gainft  a violent  fit  of  the  Storie  or  Cholick. 


Him.  calidat  citiks  deetdunt  einpore  febres 
Textilibus  j!  in  piituris,  ojhotjue  rubenti 
Jafteris,  quam  fi  plebeia  in  vefie  cubandum  eft* 

Nor  fooner  will  a Calenture  depart. 

Although  in  figur’d  TiiTues  lodg’d  thou  art, 
Than  if  thy  homely  Couch  were  meanly  fpread 
With  pooreft  Blankets  of  the  courfeft  Thread. 


ThU  Flatterers  of  Alexander  thfc  Great , pofleft 
him,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  Jupiter  : But  be- 
ing one  Day  Wounded,  and  obierving  the  Blood 
ftream  from  his  Wound  ? What  fay  you  now, 
(my  Mailers,)  faid  he,  is  not  this  Blood  of  a 
crimfon  Colour,  and  purely  Human  ? This  is 
» not  of  the  Complexion  With  that  which  Homer 
makes  to  iflfue  from  the  wounded  Gods.  The 

Poet 


Digitized  by  Google 


;ir , 11  1 ■ t-  1 — ^ ■'  .>■,  .. 

Ch;4Z.  Of  the  Inequality  amongfi  us.  ~ 399 

Poet  Hermedorus  had  writ  a Poem  in  Honour  of 
Antigmus,  wherein  he  call’d  him  the  Son  of  the 
Sun:  But  who  has  the  emptying  of  my  Clofe- 
ftool,  (faid  Antigenus)  will  find  to  the  contrary. 

He  is  but  a Man  at  belt,  and  if  he  be  Deform’d, 
or  ill  Qualified  from  his  Birth,  the  Empire  of 
the  Univerfe,  can  neither  mend  his  Shape,  nor 
his  Nature : 

- Vuella  p'rfu, 

Hunc  rapiant,  quidquid  culcaverit  hie , rofa  fiat . Sot.  a. 

Though  Maids  fhould  Ravift  him,  and  where 
In  every  ftep  he  takes,  fhould  fpring  a Rofe. 

/ ’ * . r y 

what  of  all  that,  if  he  be  a Fool  and  a Sot, 
even  Pleafure  and;  good  Fortune,  are  not  re* 
lift’d  without  Vigour,  and  Undemanding. 

Hac  perinde  funt,  ut  idiuf  animus,  qui  ea  pojjidet,  Tn.  Htsur. 
J^uiuti  fcit,  tibotm,  ill?,  1*1  *m  utitur  rette,  mala. *• Stt! 

Things  to  the  Souls  of  their  PofiefTors  fquare. 

Goods  if  well  us’d,  if  ill,  they  Evils  are. 

Whatever  the  Benefits  of  Fortune  are,  they  « 
yet  require  a Palate  fit  to  relift  and  tafte  them : 

*Tis  Fruition,  and  not  Pofleffion,  that  renders 
us  Happy.  ■ * 

Non  domus,  & fundus,  non  arts  acervm  & auri$H$r*ct  Ub. 
tAEgroto  domini  deduxit  corpore  febret , *•  ». 

Non  animo  curas , valeat  pojjefor  oportet , 

J%ui  comportatis  rebqs  bent  cogitat  uti, 

Qui  cupity  aut  met uit,  juvat  ilium  fee  domes s aut  us, 

XJt  lippum  pitta  Tubula,  fomenta  podagram. 
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Manours,  or  heaps  of  Brafs  and  Gold*  afford 
No  eafe  at  all  to  their  Eebriticlc  Lord  ; : . > 

Nor  can  they  core  his  Carfes  ? ’tis  requifite  , 

. Xhc  Good's  Polfeflor  know  the  ufe  of  it.  . -i 

Who  Fears  or.  Covets,  thefc  Jb  help  him  out. 
As  Figures  Blind  Folks,  Cataplafms  the; Gour> 

* * M**‘* 

He  is  a Sot,  his  Tafte  is  pall’d  and  flat  ,*  he  no 
more  enjoys  what  he  has, -than  one  that  has  a 
Cold,  relifhes  the  flavour  of  Canary  ; or  than  .a 
Horfe  is  fenfible  of  his  Rich  Caparifon.  Vlato 
is  in  the  right,  when  he  tells  hs,  that  Health, 
Beauty, ) Vigour  and  Riches,  and  all  the  other 
things  call’d  Goods,  are  equally  evil  to  the  Un- 
juft, as  Good  to  the  Juft,  and  the  Evil  on  the 
contrary  the  fame.  And  therefore,  where  either 
the  Body  or  the!  Mind,  areiii  diforder,  td  whae 
ufe  ferve  thefe  external  Conveniences  ? Confi- 
dering,  that  the  leaft  prick  with  a Pin,  or  the 
leaft  Paffion  of  the  Soul,  is  fufficient  to  deprive 
us  of  the  pleafure  of  being  foie  Monarch  of  the 
World.  At  the  firft  twich  of  the  Gout,  it  fignifies 
much  to  be  call’d  Sir,  and  your  Majefty  j ^ T 

■ • • J.  ’ • I iw  ;;  -i.'.Ai vD 

Hir.  lib.  i.  Tot  us  > & argento  conflatus,  tot  us  & auro. 

a*  v ’•*  t*-  v»  *(  -d-  JfcTf.' 

. * ..f.  ...  (will  hold, 

Although  bis,fChefts  are  qram’d,  whilft  they 
With  immenfe  Sums  of  Silver  Coin  and  Gold, 

does  he  not  forget  his  Palaces  and  Grandeurs?  If 
he  be  Angry,  can  his  being  a Prince,  keep  him 
’ from  looking  Red,  and  looking  Pale,  and  grin- 
ding his  Teeth,  like  a Mad-tnan  ? Now  if  he 
be  a Man  of  parts,  and  well  defcended.  Royalty 
adds  very  little  to  his  Happinefs ; 

I A • • 

' . • Si 
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Si  ventri  bene,  fi  Uteri  eft  ptdibufjuc  tuts,  nil  Her.  lib.  1 
Divitia  poterant  regales  addere  majus.  u. 

If  thou  art  right  and  found  from  Head  to  Foot 
A King’s  Revenue  can  add  nothing  to’t. 

He  difcerns,  ’tis  nothing  but  Counterfeit  and 
GuUery.  Nay  perhaps,  he  would  be  of  King 
Seleucus  s opinion,  That  who  knew  the  weight 
pf  a Scepter,  would  not  deign  to  ftoop  to  take 
it  up;  which  he  faid,  in  reference  to  the  great 
and  painful  Duty  incumbent  upon  a good  King. 
Doubtlefs  it  can  be  no  eafie  task  to  Rule  others, 
when  we  find  it  fo  hard  a matter  to  Govern  our 
felves.  And  as  to  the  thing  Dominion,  that 
feems  fo  fweet  and  charming,  the  frailty  of 
Humane  Wifdom,  and  the  difficulty  of  choice 
in  things  that  are  new  and  doubtful,  to  us 
confider’d,  I am  very  much  of  opinion,  that  it 
is  much  more  pleafant  to  follow,  than  to  lead; 
and  that  it  is  a great  fettlement  and  fatisfadion 
of  Mind,  to  have  only  one  Path  to  walk  in,  and  - 
to  have  none  to  anfwer  for,  but  for  a Man’s  felf ; 

Ut  fatius  multo  jam  fit , par  ere  quietum, 

J£uam  regere  imperio  resvelle.  . . , Lucres,  Ub. 

So  that  ’tis  better  Calmly  to  Obey, 

Than  in  the  Storms  of  State  to  Rule  and  Sway, 

To  which  we  may  add  that  faying  of  Cyrus, 

That  no  Man  was  fit  to  Rule,  but  he  who  in 
his  own  Worth  was  of  greater  Value,  than  all 
thofe  he  was  to  Govern : But  King  Hiero  in 
Xenophon,  fays  further.  That  in  the  Fruition  even 
of  Pleafureit  felf,  they  are  in  a worfe  condition, 
than  private  Men ; forafmuch  as  the  opportu- 
nities and  facility  they  have  of  commanding  thofe 
thing's  at  Will,  takes  off  from  the  Delight: 

Tinguis 
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Qv.  Amor.  finguii  amor)  nimiumcjue  potens , in  tadia  nobis 
/.a.  le  i9  yertitur , & St omacbo  dulcis  ut  e/ca  neat. 

Too  Potent  Lope,  in  Loathing,  nerer  ends. 

As  highe^  Sawce  the  Stomach  moft  offend*. 

Cap  we,  think,  that  the  Singing-Boys  of  the 
Quire,  take  any  great  delight  in  their  own 
Mu  Tick  ? The  Satiety  does  rather  render  it 
troublesome  and  tedious  to  them.  Feafts,  Balls, 
Mafquerades  and  Tiltings,  delight  foch  as  but 
rarely  fee,  and  defire  to  be  at  fiich  Solemnities: 
But  having  been  frequent  at  fuch  Entertain- 
ments,  the  relifh  of  them  grows  fiat  and  infipid; 
Nay,  Women  (the  greateft  Temptation)  do  not 
fo  much  delight  thole  who  make  a common 
practice  of,  the  Sport,  He  who  will  notgive  him* 
felf  leifure  to  he  Thirfty,  can  never  find  the  true 
pleafqre  of  prinking.  Farces  and  Tumbling 
Tricks,'  are  pleafanc  to  the  Spe (Stators,  but  a 
pain  to  thpfeby  whom  they  are  performd*  And 
that  this  is  effectually  fo,  we  lee  that  Princes 
divert  theipfelves  fometiroes  in  difouifing  their 
Qualities,  a while  to  depofe  themlelves,  and  tp 
(loop  to  the  poor  and  ordinary  way  of  Living 
of  the  meaneft  of  their  People. 

tbr.  tor.  Vltrumejue  grpta  Vrincipilfut  vires, 
hi.  3.  0J9  Afundatjuc  parvo  fub  lare  pauper um 
a?*  Cana  fine  aulaii,  & ofiro , 

Sollicitum  cxplicuere  front m.  • 

Even  Princes  with  Variety  tempted  are. 

Which  mabesthem  oft  feed  on  clean  homely  Fare, 
In  a poor  Hut,  lay ing  afide  the  State,  (wait. 

Purple  and  1 Pomp,  which  fhould.on  Grandeur 
In  fuch  a Solitude  to  fmooth  the  Frown 
Eorc’cfhy  the  weighty  Preffure  of  aQrown. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  is  fo  diftaftful  and  difappointing,  as' 
Abundance.  What  Appetite  would  Pot  be 
baffled,  to  fee  Three  Hundred  Women  at  his 
Mercy,  as  the  Grand  Sighior  has  in  his  Seraglio  ? 

And  what  Fruition  of  Pleafure,  or  Tafte  of  Re- 
creation, did  he  of  his  Anceftors  referve  to  him- 
Celf,  who  never  went  a Hawking  without  Seven 
Thoufand  Falconers  ? And  befides ’all  "this,'1-'! 
fanfie  that  this  Luftre  of  Grandeur  brings  with 
it  no  little  difturbance  and  uneafinefs  upon  the 
Enjoyment  of  the  moft  tempting  pleafures : 

They  are  too  confpicuoys,  and  lie  too  open  to 
every  ones  view.  Neither  do  I know  to  what 
end  a Man  fhould  any  more  require  them  to 
conceal  their  Errors,  fince  what  is  only  reputed 
indifcrecion  in  us,  they  know  very  well  tb6 
People  in  them  brand  with  the  Names  of  Tyran- 
ny,and  Contempt  of  the  Laws ; and  befides  their 
proclivity  to  Vice,  are'  apt  to  cehifure,  that  as  a 
heightning  pleafure  to  them,  to  infult  over  th« 

* Laws , and  to  trample  upon  Publick  Ordi- 
nances. Plato  indeed,  in  his  Gorgeas  defines  a Ty- 
rant to  be  one,  who  in  a City  has  Licence  to 
do  whatever  his  own  Will  leads  him  to.  And 
by  reafon  of  this  Impunity,  the  Over-ta6Hng 
and  Publication  of  their  Vices,  does  oft-times 
more  Mifchief,  than  the  Vice  it  felf.  Every  0rt6 
fears  to  be  pry’d  into,  and  difcover’d  in- their 
Evil  Courfes ; but  Princes  are,  even  to  their 
very  Geftures,  Looks -and  Thoughts,  thePetf* 
pie  conceiving  they  have  right  and  title  to  Cem* 
fure,  and  be  Judges  of  them:  Befidfes,  that  the 
Blemilhes  of  the  Greac,  naturally  appear  greater, 
by  reafon  of  the  Emineney  and  Luftre  of  the 
place  where  they  are  feaced  • and  that  a Mole 
or  3 Wart  appears  greater  in  them,  than  the 
greateff  Deformity  in  others;  J And  this  is  the 

E e • reafon 
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reafon  why  the  Poets  feign  the  Amours  of  Jupi- 
ter to  be  perform’d  in  the  Difgmfes  of  fo  many 
borrowed  Shapes,  that  amongft  the  many  Amo- 
rous Pra<aices  they  lay  to  his  charge,  there  is 
onty  one,  as  I remember,  where  he  appears  in 
his  own  Majefty  and  Grandeur.  But  let  us  re- 
turn to  Hiero,  who  complains  of  the  Inconveni- 
ences he  found  in  his  Royalty,  m that  he  could 
not  look  abroad,  and  travel  the  World  at  liberty, 
being  as  it  were  a Prifoner  to  the  Bounds.  and 
Limits  of  his  own  Dominion  : And  that  m all 
his  A&ions.  he  was  evermore  furrounded  with 
an  importunate  Crowd.  And  in  truth,  to  fee 
our  Kings  fet  all  alone  at  Table,  environed  with 
fo  many  People  prating  about  them,  and  fo  ma- 
ny Strangers  flaring  upon  them,  as  they  always 
are,  I have  often  been  mov’d,  rather  to  pity, 
than  to  envy,  their  Condition.  King  Alphenfus 
was  wont  to  fay,  that  in  this,  Affes  were  in 
a better  condition  than  Kings,  their  Matters 
permitting  them  to  feed  at  their  own  eafe  and 
pleafure  : a favour  that  Kings  cannot  obtain  of 
their  Servants.  And  it  would  never  fink  into 
mv  fancy,  that  it  could  be  of  any  great  benefit 
to  the  Life  of  a Man  of  fenfe,  to  have  Twenty 
People  prating  about  him,  when  he  is  at  Stool; 
or  that  the  Services  of  a Man  of  Ten  Thoufand 
livers  a Year,  or  that  has  taken  Cafal,  or  de- 
fended Siena,  fhould  be  either  more  commodious, 
or  more  acceptable  to  him,  than  thofe  of  a good 
Groom  of  the  Chamber,  that  underftands  his 
place.  The  Advantages  of  Sovereignty,  are 
but  Imaginary  upon  the  matter  : Every  degree 
of  Fortune  has  in  it  fome  Image  of  Principality. 
Cxfar  calls  all  the  Lords  of  France,  having  Free- 
Franchife  within  their  own  Demeans,  Roy  lets  ; 
and  in  truth,  the  Name  of  Sire  excepted,  they 
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go  pretty  far  towards  Kingftiip  ,•  for  do  but  look 
into  the  Provinces  remote  from  Court,  as  Brit - 
t&ny  for  example,  take  notice  of  the  Attendence, 
the  Vaflels,  the  Officers,  the  Employments,  Ser- 
vice, Ceremony  and  State,  of  a Lord  that  Lives 
retir’d  from  Court,  is  conftant  to  his  own  Houfe, 
and  that  has  been  bred  up  amongft  his  own  • 
Tenants  and  Servants ; and  oblerve  withal,  the 
flight  of  his  Imagination,  there  is  nothing  more 
Royal;  He  hears  talk  of  his  Matter  once  a Year, 
as  of  a King  of  Perjia , or  Peru,  without  taking 
any  further  notice  of  him,,  than  fosne  remote 
Kindred,  his  Secretary  keeps  infomeMufty  Re- 
cord. And,  to  fpeak  the  truth^onr  Laws  are. 
eafie  enough,  fo  eafie,  diat  a Gentleman  of 
France  fcaree  feels  the  weight  of  Sovereignty 
pinch  his  Shoulders  above  Twice  in  his  Life. 

Real  and  effe&ual  Subje&ion,  only  concerns 
fuch  amongft  us,  as  voluntarily  thnjtt  their 
Necks  under  the  Yoke,  and,  who  deflgn  to  get 
Wealthi  and  Honours  by  fuch  Services  1 For  a 
Man  that  loves  his  own  Fire-fide,  and  can  go- 
vern his  Houfe,  without  falling  by  the  Ears  with 
his  Neighbours,  or  engaging  in  Suits  of  Law,  is 
as  free,  as  a Duke  of  Venice.  Paucos  fervitus,  plures 
fervitutem  tenent.  Servitude  feizes  of  few,  but 
many  feize  of  her.  But  that  which  Hiero  is  moft, 
concern’d  at,  is,  that  he  finds  himfelf  ftripp’d  of 
all  Friend flvip,  and  depriv’d  of  all  Natural  Socie- 
ty, wherein  the  true  and  moft  perfe<ft  Fruition 
of  Humane  Life  does  confift.  For  what  Tefti- 
mony  of  affedtfon  and  good  will,  can  I extra<fl 
from  him,  th&t  owes  me,  whether  he  will  or  no, 
all  that  he  is  able  to  do  ? Can  I form  any  aflu- 
rauce  of  his  real  RefpeA  to  me,  from  his  humble 
way  of  fpeaking,and  fubmiffive  Behaviour, when 
they  are  Ceremonies,  it  is  not  in  his  Choice  to; 

E?  i deny ? 
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deny  ? The  Honour  we  receive  from  thofe  that 
fear  us,  is  not  Honour,  thofe  Refpeds  are  paid 
to  my  Royalty,  and  not  to  me. 

Seneca  Maximum  hoc  Regni  honum  eji , 

Thrift.  AR..  6>uod  facta  domini  ccgitur  populus  ftii 

i.Sc*.  i.  6)uam  ferre , tarn  laudare. 

’Tis  the  great  Benefit  of  Kings,  that  they. 

Who  are  by  Law  fubje&ed  to  their  Sway, 

Are  Bound  in  all  their  Princes  fay  or  do. 

Not  only  to  Submit,  but  Praife  it  too. 

Do  I not  fee,  that  the  Wicked,  and  the  Good 
King,  he  that  is  hated,  and  he  that  is  belov’d, 
has  the  one  as  much  Reverence  paid  him,  as  the 
other  ? My  Predecelfor  was,  and  my  Succeffor 
fhall  be,  ferv’d  with  the  fame  Ceremony  and 
„ State.  If  my  Subjects  do  me  no  harm,  ’tis  no 
Evidence  of  any  good  AfFe&ion  ,*  why  ftould 
I look  upon  it  as  mch,  feeing  it  is  not  in  their 
Power  if  they  would  ? No  one  follows  me,  or 
obeys  my  Commands,  upon  the  account  of  any 
Friendfhip  betwixt  him  and  mej  there  can  be 
no  contracting  of  Friendihip,  where  there  is  fo 
little  Relation  and  Correfpondence  : My  own 
Height  has  put  me  out  of  the  Familiarity  of, 
and  Intelligence  with  Men  : There  is  too  great 
Difparity  and  Difproportion  betwixt  us ; they 
follow  me  either  upon  the  account  of  Decency, 
and  Cuftom ; or  rather  my  fortune,  than  me,  to 
encreafe  their  own:  All  they  fay  to  me,  or  do 
for  me,  is  forc’d  and  diffembled,  their  Liberty 
being  on  ail  parts  reftrain’d  by  the  great  Power 
and  Authority  I have  over  them.  1 fee  nothing 
about  me  but  what  is  diffembled,  and  difguifs’d. 
The  Emperor  Julian  being  one  Day  applauded 
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for  his  exa&  Joftice  : I fhould  be  proud  of  thefe 
Praifes,  faid  he,  did  they  come  from  Perfons 
that  durft  condemn,  or  disapprove  the  contrary, 
in  cafe  l fhould  do  it.  All  the  real  Advantages 
of  Princes  are  common  to  them  with  Men  of 
meaner  Condition.  'Tis  for  the  Gods  to  mount 
winged  Horfes,  and  feed  upon  Amhrofta  : Earth- 
ly Kings  have  no  other  Sleep,  nor  other  Appe- 
tite, than  we  ,*  the  Steel  they  Arm  themfelves 
withal,  is  of  no  better  Temper,  than  that  we 
alfo  ufe  ,•  their  Crowns  do  neither  defend  them 
from  the  Rain,  nor  Sun.  Dioclcfian  who  wore  a 
Crown  fo  Fortunate  and  Rever’d,  refign’d  it,  to 
retire  himfelf  to  the  Felicity  of  a private  Life  : 

And  fome  time  after  the  neceffity  of  Publick 
Affairs,  requiring,  that  he  fhould  reaffume  his 
Charge,  he  made  Anfwer  to  thofe  who  came  to 
court  him  to  it.  You  would  not  offer,  (faid  he) 
to  perfwade  me  to  this,  had  you  feen  the  fine 
order  of  Trees  I have  planted  in  my  Orchard, 
and  the  fair  Melons  I have  fow’d  in  my  Gar- 
den. In  Anjcharfii  his  Opinion,  the  happieft 
Eftate  of  Government  would  be,  where  all  o- 
ther  things  being  equal,  Precedency  fhould  be 
meafur’d  out  by  the  Vertues,  and  Repulfes  by 
the  Vices  of  Men.  When  King  Pyrrhus  pre- 
par’d for  his  Expedition  into  Italy , his  Wife 
Counfeller  Cyneas,  to  make  him  fenfible  of  the 
vanity  of  his  Ambition;  Well  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
to  what  end  do  you  make  all  this  mighty  Pre- 
paration ? To  make  my  felf  Mafter  of  Italy , 

(reply’d  the  King.)  And  what  after  that  is  done, 

(faid  Cyneas  ? ) I will  pafs  over  into  Gaul  and 
Spain,  faid  the  other.  And  what  then  ? I will 
then  go  to  fubdue  Africk ; and  laftly,  when  I 
have  brought  the  whole  World  to  my  Subje&i- 
on,  I will  fit  down  and  reft  content  at  my  own 
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eafe.  For  God  fake,  Sir,  (reply’d  Cyneasf)  tell 
me  what  hinders,  that  you  may  not,  if  you 
pleafe,  be  now  in  the  Condition  you  fpeak  of  ? 
Why  do  you  not  now  at  this  inftant,  fettle 
your  felf  in  the  State  you  feem  to  aim  at,  and 
fpare  the  Labour  and  Hazard  you  interpofe  i? 

Lucret.1.5.  Uimirttm  quia  non  bene  norat  qua  ejfet  habendi 

Finis , & omnino  quoad  ere  feat  vera  voluptas.  * 

The  end  of  being  Rich  he  did  not  know  $ 

Nor  to  what  pitch  Felicity  Ihould  grow. 

I will  conclude  with  an  old  Verficle,  that  I think 
, very  pat  to  the  purpofe. 

Cirn  Step.  Mores  caique  fui  fingunt  fortunam. 

in  vit.  A. 

Hia-  Himfelf,  not  Fortune,  ev’ry  one  muft  blame. 

Since  Men’s  own  Manners  do  their  Fortunes 

(frame. 


CHAP.  XLIII. 

Of  Sumptuary  Laws. 

TH  E way  by  which  our  Laws  attempt  to 
regulatfe  idle  and  vain  Expences  in  Meat 
and  deaths,  feem  to  be  quite  contrary  to  the 
end  defign’d.  The  true  way  would  be  to  beget 
in  Men  a contempt  of  Silks  and  Gold,  as  vain, 
_ frivolous,  and  ufelefs  whereas  we  augment  to 
them  the  Honours,  and  enhance  the  value  of 
fuch  Things,  which  fure  is  a very  improper  way 
to  create  a Dilguft.  For  to  ena&,  that  none 
but  Princes  (hall  eat  Turbes,  ftall  wear  Velvet, 

or 
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or  Gold-Lace,  and  interdi#  thefe  things  to  the 
People,  what  is  it  but  to  bring  them  into  a 
greater  Efteem,  and  to  fet  every  one  more  agog 
to  eat,  and  wear  them  ? Let  Kings  (a  Gods 
Name)  leave  of  their  Enfigns  of  Grandeur , 
they  have  others  enough  befides;  thofe  Exceffes 
are  more  excufable  in  any  other,  than  a Prince. 
We  may  learn  by  the  Example  of  feveral  Nati- 
ons, better  ways  of  exterior  dift  in&ion  of  Qua- 
lity (which  truly  I conceive  to  be  very  requifite 
in  a State)  enow,  without  foftering  up  this  Cor- 
ruption, and  manifeft  Inconvenience  to  this 
effe&.  ’Tis  Itrange  how  fuddenly,  and  with 
how  much  eafe  Cuftom  in  thele  indifferent 
things  eftablifhes  it  felf,  and  becomes  Authori- 
ty. We  had  fcarce  worn  Cloath  a Year  (in 
compliance  with  the  Court)  for  the  Mourning 
of  Henry  the  Second,  but  that  Silks  were  alrea- 
dy grown  into  fuch  Contempt  with  every  one, 
that  a Man  fo  clad,  was  prefently  concluded  a 
Citizen.  The  Silks  were  divided  betwixt  the 
Phyficians,  and  Chirurgeons,  and  though  all 
other  People  almoft  went  in  the  fame  Habit, 
there  was  notwithflanding  in  one  thing  or  o- 
ther,  fufficient  diftineiion  of  the  Calling,  and 
Conditions  of  Men.  How  fuddenly  do  greafy 
Chamois  Doublets  become  the  Fafhion  in  our  Ar- 
mies, whilft  all  neatnefs  and  riches  of  Habit  fall 
into  Contempt  ? Let  Kings  but  lead  the  dance, 
and  begin  to  leave  off  this  Expence,  and  in  a 
Month  the  bufinefs  will  be  done  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  without  an  Edidf,*  we  fhall  all  fol- 
low. It  fhould  bq  rather  proclaim’d  on  the  con- 
trary, that  no  one  fhould  wear  Scarlet,  or  Gold- 
fmiths  Work,  but  Whores  and  Tumblers.  Ze- 
leuctts  with  the  like  Invention  reclaim’d  the  cor- 
rupted Manners  of  the  Locrians.  Whofe  Laws 
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were.  That  no  free  Womail  fhould  be  allow'd 
any  more  .thin  one  Maid  to  follow  her  unlefs 
ffie  Vvds  Drunk : Nor  was  to  ftir  out  of  the 
City  by.  Night,  wear  Jewels  of  Gold  about  her,  . 
C>r  go  in  an  embroidered  Robe,  unlefs  flie  was 
a profeft  and  publick  Whore  : The  Bravo’s, 
and  Ruffians  excepted,  no  Man  was  to  wear  a 
Gold  Ring,  nor  be  feen  in  one  of  thofe  effemi- 
nate Veils  woven  in  the  City  of  Miletum.  By 
which  infamous  Exceptions,  he  difcreetly  di- 
verted his  Citizens,  from  Superfluities,  and  per- 
nicious Pleafures,  and  it  was  a Project  of  great 
Otiljty  to  attradft  Men  by  Honour,  and  Ambiti- 
on to  their  Duty  and  Obedience,  Our  Kings 
fnay  do  what  they  pleafe  infuch  external  Refor- 
mations, their  own  Inclinations'ftand  in  this 
Cafe  for  d Law,  jQuiFquid  Principe  s faciunt , pr<e- 
givinft.  tipere  videniur.  What  Princes  themfelves  do, 
tncle.  4.  they  feem  to  enjoyn  others.  Whatever  is  done 
at  Court,  paflfes  for  a Rule  through  the  reft  of 
'France.  Let  the  Courtiers  but  fallout  with  thefe 
abominable  Breeches,  that  difcover  fo  much  of 
thefe  parts  fhould  be  concealed  : Thefe  great- 
bellied  Doublets,  that  make  us  look  like  I know 
jiot  what  \ and  are  fo  unfit  to  admit  of  Arms  ; 
thefe  long  effeminate  Locks  of  Hair  : Thisfool- 
ifh  Cuftom  of  killing  what  we  prefent  to  our 
Equals,  and  our  Hands  in  faluting  them ; a Ce- 
remony in  former  times  only  due  to  Princes : 
And  that  a Gentleman  fhall  appear  in  place  of 
kefp£<ft  without  his  Sword,  unbuttoned  and  un- 
trult,  as  though  he  came  from  the  Houfe  of  Of- 
fich  and  thac  contrary  to  the  Cuftom  of  our 
Fore-fathers,  and  the  particular  privilege  of  the 
Noblefs  of  this  Kingdom,  we  fhall  ftand  a long 
time  bare  , to  them  in  what  place  foever,  and 
.the  fame  to  a hundred  others,  fo  many  Tierce? 

and 
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and  Quarts  of  Kings  we  have  got  now  a days, 
and  alfo  other  the  like  Innovations,  and  dege- 
nerate Cuftoms ; they  will  fee  them  all  prefent- 
ly  vanifh’d  and  cry’d  down.  Thefe  are,  "is  true;  ; 
but  fuperficial  Errors,*  but  however  of  ill  Con- 
fequence,  and  ’tis  enough  to  inform  us  that  the 
whole  Fabrick  is  crazy  and  tottering,  when  we 
fee  the  rough-caft  of  our  Walls  to  cleave  and 
fplit.  Plato  in  his  Laws,  efteems  nothing  of  more 
peftiferous  Confequence  to  his  City,  than  to 
give  Young-Men  the  liberty  of  introducing  a- 
ny  change  in  their  Habits,  Geftures,  Dances, 
Songs,  and  Exercifes,  from  one  form  to  another  ,* 
fhifting  from  this  to  that,  hunting  after  Novel- 
ties, and  applauding  the  Inventers ; by  which 
means  Manners  are  corrupted,  and  the  old  In- 
ftitiitions  come  to  be  naufeated  and  defpifed. 
In  all  things  faving  only  in  thofe  that  are  Evil, 
a change  is  to  be  fear’d;  even  the  change  of 
Seafons,  Winds,  Viands,  and  Humours.  And 
no  Laws  ar 6 in  their  true  credit,  but  fuch  to 
which  God  has  given  fo  long  a Continuance, 
that  no  one  knows  their  Beginning,  or  that  there 
ever  was  any  other. 


CHAP.  XLIV. 


Of  Sleep. 

REafon  dire&s,  that  we  fliould  always  go  the 
fame  way ; but  not  always  the  fame  pace. 
And  confequently  though  a Wife- Man  ought 
hot  fo  much  to  give  the  Reigns  to  human  Paf- 
fions,  as  to  let  them  deviate  him  from  the  right 
JPath ; he  may  notwlthftanding  without  preju- 
dice 


Digitized  by  Google 


dice  to  his  Duty,  leave  it  to  them  to  haften,  or 
to  flack  his  Speed,  and  not  fix  himfelf  like  a 
motionlefs,  and  infen  Able  Colofs.  Could  Ver- 
tue  it  felf  put  on  Flelh  and  Blood,  I believe  the 
Pulfe  would  beat  fafter  going  on  to  an  Affault, 
than  in  going  to  Dinner : That  is  to  fay,  there 
isa  neceflity  fhe  ftiould  beat,  and  be  mov’d  up- 
on this  account.  I have  taken  notice,  as  of  an 
extraordinary  thing  of  fome  great  Men,  who 
in  the  higheft  Enterprifes,  and  greateft  Dangers, 
have  detain’d  themfelves  in  fo  fettled  and  fe- 
rene  a Calm,  as  not  at  all  to  hinder  their  ufual 
Gayety,  or  break  their  Sleep.  Alexander  the 
Great  on  the  Day  afligned  for  that  furious  Bat- 
tle betwixt  him  and  Darius , flept  fo  profoundly, 
and  fo  long  in  the  Morning,  that  Parmenio  was 
forc’d  to  enter  his  Chamber,  and  coming  to  his 
Bed-flde  to  call  him  feveral  times  by  his  Name, 
the  time  to  go  to  Fight  compelling  him  fo  to  dq. 
The  Emperor  Otbo,  having  put  on  a Refolution 
to  kill  himfelf,  the  fame  Night,  after  having  fqt- 
led  his  Dpmeftick  Affairs,  divided  his  Money 
ampngft  his  Servants,  and  fet  a good  edge  upop 
a Sword  he  had  made  choice  of  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  now  flaying  only  to  be  fatisfied  whe- 
ther all  his  Friends  were  retir’d  in  Safety,  he 
fell  into  fo  found  a Sleep,  that  the  Gentlemen 
of  his  Chamber  heard  him  Snore.  The  Death 
of  this  Emperor  has  in  its  Circumftances  paral- 
lelling that  of  the  great  Cato , and  particularly 
this  before  related  : For  Cato  being  ready  to dif- 
patch,  himfelf,  whilfl  he  only  flaid  his  hand  in 
expectation  of  the  return  of  a Meflenger  hehad 
fent,  to  bring  him  News  whether  the  Senators 
he  had  fent  away,  were  put  out  from  the  Port 
of  Utica , he  feU  iqto  fo  found  a Sleep,  that  they 
heard  him  into  the  next  Room  ,*  and  he  whom 
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he  had  fent  to  the  Port,  having  awak’d  him  to 
let  him  know,  that  the  tempeftuous  Weather  had 
hindred  the  Senators  from  putting  to  Sea  ,•  he 
difpatch’d  away  another  Meffenger,  and  cora- 
pofing  himfelf  again  in  the  Bed,  fettled  again 
to  Sleep,  and  did  fo,  till  by  the  return  of  the 
laft  Meffenger,  he  had  certain  intelligence  they 
were  gone.  We  may  here  further  compare  him 
with  Alexander  too,  in  that  great  and  dangerous 
Storm  that  threatned  him  by  the  Sedition  of  the 
Tribune  MeteUus3  who  attempting  to  publifh  a 
Decree  for  the  calling  in  of  Vompey  with  his  Ar- 
my into  the  City,  at  the  time  of  Catiline's  Con- 
fpiracy,  was  only,  and  that  ftoutly  oppos’d  by 
Cato , fo  that  very  fharp  Language  and  bitter 
Menaces  paft  betwixt  them  in  the  Senate  about 
that  Affair  ,*  but  it  was  the  next  Day  in  the  Fore- 
Noon,  that  the  Controverfy  was  to  be  decided  ; 
where  MeteUus , befides  the  favour  of  the  People, 
and  of  Cafar3  (at  that  time  of  Vompeys  Faction) 
was  to  appear  accompahied  with  a rabble  of 
Slaves  and  Fencers ; and  Cato  only  fortified  with 
his  own  Courage  aind  Conftancy  j fo  that  his 
Relations,  Domefticks,  and  feveral  vertuous  Peo- 
ple of  his  Friends  wdfe  in  great  apprehenfions 
for  him.  And  to  that  degree,  that  fome  there 
were,  who  paft  over  the  whole  Night  without 
Sleep,  Eating,  or  Drinking,  for  the  manifeft 
Danger  they  faw  him  running  into  ; of  which 
his  Wife  and  Sifters  did  nothing  but  weep,  and 
torment  themfelves  in  his  Houfe  ,*  whereas  he, 
on  the  contrary,  comforted  every  one,  and  after 
having  Supp’d  after  his  ufual  manner,  went  to 
Bed,  and  flept  profoundly  till  Morning,  that 
one  of  his  Fello\v-7r;£««ej  rouz’d  him  to  go  to 
the  Encounter.  The  knowledge  we  have  of 
the  greatnefs  of  this  Mans  Courage  by  the  reft 
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of  his  Life,  may  warrant  us  fecurely  to  judge, 
that  his  indifference  proceeded  from  a Soul  fo 
much  elevated  above  fuch  Accidents,  that  he 
difdain’d  to  let  it  take  any  more  hold  of  his 
Fancy,  than  any  other  ordinary  Adventure. 

. In  the  Naval  Engagement,  that  Auguftus  won 
of  Sextus  Pompeius  in  Sicily , juft  as  they  were  to 
begin  the  Fight  he  was  fo  faft  afleep,  that  his 
Friends  were  compell’d  to  wake  him  to  give  the 
Signal  of  Battel  : And  this  was  it  that  gave  Mark 
ylnthony  afterwards  occafion  to  Reproach  him, 
that  he  had  not  the  Courage  fo  much  as  with 
open  Eyes,  to  behold  the  Order  of  his  own  Squa- 
drons, and  not  to  have  dar’d  to  prefent  himfelf 
before  the  Soldiers,  till  firft  Agrippa  had  brought 
him  News  of  the  Vidory  obtain  a.  But  as  to 
the  bufinefs  of  young  Marius , who  did  much 
worfe  (for  the  Day  of  the  laft  Battel,  againft 
Sylla , after  he  had  order’d  his  Army,  given  the 
Word  and  Signal  of  Battel,  he  laid  him  down 
under  the  fhade  of  a Tree  to  repofe  himfelf, 
and  fell  fo  faft  aileep,  that  the  Rout,  and  Flight 
of  his  Men  could  hardly  awake  him,  having 
feen  nothing  of  the  Fight)  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  at  that  time  fo  eittreamly  fpent,  and  worn 
out  with  Labour  and  want  of  Sleep,  that  Na- 
ture could  hold  out  no  longer.  Now  upon  what 
has  heen  faid,  the  Phyficians  may  determine, 
whether  Sleep  be  fo  necelfary  that  our  Lives  de- 
pend upon  it : For  we  read  that  King  Ptrfeus 
, of  Macedon  being  Prifoner  at  Rome , was  wak'd  , 
to  Death  ^ but  Pliny  inftances  fuch  as  have  lived 
long  without  Sleep.  Herodotus  fpeaks  of  Nati- 
ons, where  the  Men  deep  and  wake  by  half 
Years : And  they  who  write  the  Life  of  the  wife 
Spimenidtsy  affirm,,  that  he  flept  feven  and  fifty 
Years  together, 
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CHAP.  XLV. 

Of  the  Battel  of  Dreu£.  * ' • 

. t J • * * 

OU  R Battel  of  Dreux,  is  remarkable  for  fe* 
veral  extraordinary  Accidents : But  filch 
as  have  no  great  kindnefs  for  the  Duke  of  Gaife t 
nor  do  much  favour  his  Reputation,  are  willing 
to  have  him  thought  to  blame,  and  that  his  ma- 
king a Halt,  and  delaying  time  with  his  Force* 
he  Commanded,  whilft  the  Conftable  who  was 
General  of  the  Army  was  rack’d  through  and 
through  with  the  Enemies  Artillery;  his  Battali- 
on Routed,  and  himfelf  taken  Prifoner ; is  not 
to  be  excus’d : And  that  he  had  much  bettef 
have  ran  the  hazard  of  charging  the  Enemy  irt 
the  Flank,  than  flaying  for  the  Advantage  of 
falling  in  upon  the  Rear,  to  fuffer  fo  great  and 
fo  important  a Lofs.  But,  befides  what  the  E- 
vent  demonftrated,  who  will  confider  it  with- 
out Paflion  or  Prejudice,  will  eaftly  be  induced 
to  confefs,  that  the  aim  and  delign  not  of  a 
Captain  only,  but  of  every  private  Soldier  ought 
to  look  at  the  Vi<flory  in  general ; and  that  no 
particular  Occurrences,  how  nearly  foeverthey 
may  concern  his  own  Intereft,  mould  divert 
him  from  that  Purfuit.  Tbilopxmen  in  an  encoun- 
ter with  Macbanidas,  having  fent  before  a good 
ftrong  Party  of  his  Archers,  to  begin  the  Skif- 
mifli,  which  were  by  the  Enemy  routed,  and 
purfu’d ; who  purfuing  them,  and  pulhing  on 
the  fortune  of  their  Arms  in  the  heat  of  Victo- 
ry ; and  in  that  purfuit  palling  by  the  Battali- 
on where  Vbilopxmen  was,  though  his  Soldiers 
were  impatient  to  fall  on,  yet  he  was  better 
temper’d,  and  did  not  think  fit  to  ftir  from  his  ' 
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Poft,  nor  to  prefent  himfelf  to  the  Enemy  to 
relieve  his  Men,  but  having  fuffer’d  them  to  be 
chas’d  about  the  Field,  and  cut  in  pieces  before 
his  Face,  then  charged  in  upon  their  Battalion 
of  Foot,  when  he  law  them  left  naked  by  their 
Horfej  and  notwithftandingthat  they  were  La- 
cedaemonians, yet  taking  them  in  the  Nick,  when 
thinking  themfelves  fecure  of  the  Vi&ory,  they 
began  to  diforder  their  Ranks,  he  did  his  bufi- 
nels  with  great  Facility,  and  then  put  himfelf 
in  purfuic  of  Machanidas.  Which  cafe  is  very 
like  that  of  Mwfieur  de  Guife : In  that  bloody 
Battel  betwixt  Ageftlaus , and  the  Boeotians,  which 
Xenophon,  who  was  prefent  at  it,  reports  tp  be 
the  rudeft  and  mod  bloody  that  he  had  ever jeep, 
Ageftlaus  wav’d  the  Advantage  that  Fortune  pre- 
fented  him,  to  let  the  Boeotians  Battalion 
by,  and  thepto  charge  them  in  the  Rear*  hpvy 
certain  foever  he  made  hitnlelf  of  theVi&pry, 
judging  it  would  rather  be  an  effed  of  Conduit 
than  Valour,  to  proceed  that  way  : Apd,  there- 
fore, to  fhgw  his  Prowefs,  rather  chofe,  with,  a, 
wonderful  ardour  of  Courage  to  charge  them  in 
the  Front;  but  he  was  well  beaten,  and,  woun- 
ded for  his  pains,  and  condraind  at  laft  to  dUn 
engage  himfelf,  and  to  take,  the  courfe  he  had 
at  firlt  negledted  ; opening  his  Battalion  tp  give 
way  to  this  torrent  of  the  Brians  fury,  and 
being  paft  by,  taking  notice  that  they  march’d 
in  Diforder,  like  Men  that  thoughc  themfelves 
out  of  Danger,  he  then  purfu’d,  and  charg’d 
them  in  their  Flanks  and  Rear ; yet  cpuld  npt  fo 
prevail  as  to  bring  it  to  fo  general  a Rout,  but 
that  they  leifurely  retreated,  Bill  facing  about 
upon  him,  till  they  were  retired  into  Safety. 
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CHAP.  XLVI. 

Of  Names. 

' . . :.r  . ’ 

WHat  variety  of  Herbs  foever  are  fiiuffled 
together  in  the  Difli,  yet  the  whole 
Mafs  is  fwallow’d  up  in  one  Name  of  a Sallet. 
In  like  manner,  under  the  Confederation  of 
Names,  I will  make  a Hodge-podge  of  differing 
Articles.  Every  Nation  has  certain  Names, 
that  I know  not  why,  are  taken  in  no  good 
Senfe,.  as  with  US,  John,  William^  and  Benoejt. 
In  the  Genealogy  of  Princes,  al|o  there,  f^ems 
• to  be  certain  Names  fatally  a Reeled,  as  the 
Vtolemies  of  ssFgypf,  the  Henry  s of  England,  the 
Charleys  of  France , the  Baldwins  of  Flanders , and 
the  Williams  of  our  Ancient  Aquitaine,  from 
Whence,  ’tis  faid,  the  Name  of  Guyenne  ha9  its 
Derivation ; which  would  feem  far  fetch’d, 
were  there  not  as  rude  Derivations  in  Plato  him- 
felf.  ’Tis  a very  frivolous  thing  in  it  felf,  but 
neverthelefs  worthy  to  be  recorded  for  the 
ftrangenefs  of  it,  which  is  writ  by  an  Eye-wit- 
nefs;  that  Henry  Duke  of  Normandy , Son  of 
Henry  the  Second,  King  of  England,  making  a 
great  Feaft  in  France,  the  Concourfe  of  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  was  fo  great,  that  being,  for  Sports 
fake,  divided  into  Troops,  according  to  their 
Names,  in  the  firft  Troop,  which  confided  of 
TVelliams,  there  were  found  an  hundred  and  ten 
Knights  fitting  at  the  Table  of  that  Name, 
without  reckoning  the  ordinary  Gentlemen,  and 
their  Servants.  It  is  as  pleafant  to  diftinguifil 
the  Tables  by  the  Names  of  the  Guefts,  as  it  was 
in  the  Emperor  Geta,  to  diftinguifti  the  feveral 
Courfes  of  his  Meat,  by  the  firft  Letters  of  the 
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Meats  themfelves,  where  thofe  that  began  with 
B,  were  ferv’d  up  together,  as  Brawn,  Beef, 
Bream,  Buftards  and  Beccaficos,  and  fo  of  o- 
thers.  Now  there  is  a faying,  that  it  is  a good 
thing,  to  have  a good  Name,  that  is  to  fay. 
Credit,  and  a good  Repute  : But  befides  this, 
it  is  really  convenient,  to  have  fuch  a Name  as 
is  eafy  of  Pronunciation,  and  eafy  to  be  re- 
membred ; by  reafon,  that  Kings,  and  other 
great  Perfons,  do  by  that  means  the  more  ea- 
fily  know,  and  the  more  hardly  forget  us ; and 
indeed,  of  our  own  Servants,  we  more  fre- 
quently call  and  employ  thofe,  whofe  Names 
are  mod  ready  upon  the  Tongue.  I my  felf 
have  feen  Henry  the  Second,  when  he  could  not 
for  his  Heart  hit  of  a Gentlemans  Name  of  our 
Country  of  Gafcony ; and  moreover  was  fain  to 
call  one  of  the  Queen’s  Maids  of  Honour,  by 
the  general  Name  of  her  Family,  her  own  be- 
ing fo  difficult  to  pronounce  or  remember.  And 
Socrates  thinks  it  worthy  a Fathers  Care,  to  give 
fine  Names  to  his  Children.  ’Tis  faid,  that  the 
Foundation  of  Nofire  Dame  la  Grandei  at  Voiftiers , 
took  its  Original  from  hence,  That  a debauch’d 
young  Fellow  formerly  living  in  that  Place, 
having  got  to  him  a Whore,  and  at  her  firft 
coming  in,  asking  her  Name,  and  being  an- 
fwer’d,  that  it  was  Mary , he  felt  himfelf  fo  fud- 
denly  darted  through  with  the  awe  of  Religion, 
and  the  Reverence  to  that  Sacred  Name  of  the 
Blefled  Virgin,  that  he  not  only  immediately 
put  his  lewd  Miftrefs  away  from  him,  but  be- 
came a reformed  Man,  and  fo  continued  the 
remainder  of  his  Life : And  that  in  Confiderati- 
on  of  this  Miracle,  there  was  ere&ed  upon  the 
Place,  where  this  young  Mans  Houfe  flood,  firfl 
a Chapel  dedicated  to  our  Lady,  and  after- 
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Wards  the  Church  that  we  now  fee  (landing 
there.  This  auricular  Reprpof  wrought  upon 
the  Conference,  and  that  right  into  the  Soul; 
This  that  follows,  infinuated  it  felf  meerly  by 
the  Senfe.  Pythagoras  being  in  Company  with 
iome  wjjct  young  Fellows,  and  perceiving  thar, 
Heated  with  <he  Feaft,  they  complotted  to,  go 
Violate  an  honeft  Houfe,  commanded  the  Sing- 
ing-Wench to  alter  her  wanton  Airs ; and  by  a, 
Solemn,  Grave,  and  Spqndaick  Mufick,  gently 
enchanted  and  laid  afleep  their  , Ardour.  Wilt 
not  Pofterity:  fay,  that  our  modern  Reformation 
has  been  wonderfully  exa in  having  not  only 
feuffiedwith,  and  overcome  Errors  and  Vices, 
and  fill’d  the  World  with  Devotion,  Humility, 
Obedience,  Peace,  and  all  forts  of  Vertue  - 
Hut  to  have  proceeded  fo  far,  as  to  qugrrel  with 
the  ancient  fJaptiftpal  Names  of  Charles,  Lewis, 
and  Francif,  ,$o  fill  the  World  with  Metbufalentss 
Ezekiels,  and  Malachies,  ,of  a more  Spiritual 
found  ? A Gentleman,  a Neighbour  of  mine, 
a great  admirer  of  Antiquity,  and  who  was  ai- v 
ways  preferring  the  excellency  of  preceding 
Times,  in  companion  with  this  prelent  Age  of 
ours,  did  not  (amongft  the  reft)  forget  to  mag- 
nify the  lofty  and  magnificent  found  of  the 
Gentlemen’s  Names  of  thofe  Days,  Don  Grume - 
dan,  Jguadregan,  Angefilan , &c.  which  but  to  hear 
nam’d,  he  perceiv’d  to  be  other  kind  of  Men, 
than  Pierre,  GuiUot  an.d  Michel.  I am  mightily 
pleas’d  Jaynes  Amjot,  for  leaving  through- 
out a whole  French  Oration,  the  Latin  Names 
entire,  without  varying  and  differing  them,  to 
give  them  a French  Termination.  It  feem’d  a 
little  harfii  and  rough  at  firft  : But  already  Cu- 
ltom,  by  the  Authority  of  Plutarch,  (whom  he 
took  for  his  Example)  has  overcome  that  No- 
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velty."  I have  often  Wifli'd,  that  fudhas  Write 
Chfohide  Hiftoriesih  Yjfib,  %dft1d  lekve  orir 
Namesas'they  flrtdthCrri,  drid  as^theyate,  and 
riught  to  be,  for  ih  Vduiefnorti , VdUt~ 

rhontanUe,  Slid  Metarti^^holteg  Natiles,  to  Makb 
them  fuit  better  With  the  Greek  or  LatlH> 
know  not  Whefe  We  aVe?;  arid  with  the  Perlbiis 
of  the  Men,  IdfettrebenefiFdf  the  Striiy.  To 
dbrtclnde,  ’cisa  fctir  VyOtlftoln,  and  pf  very  ifl 
Grinftquence,  thatWebaVein  ourl5Shgdonr|  of 
France,  to  call  every  'brie  by  the  Name  erf  hfs 
Mannrir,  or  Seigneury,  Shd  the  thihg  in  the 
World  that  does  themdft  Prejudice,  arid  con- 
found Families  anil  Dfcfcerits,  A younger  Br6- 
ther  of  a good  Family,  having  a Wknnor  left 
him  by  his  Father,  by  the  Name  of  Which  he 
hits  been  known  and  ’honour'd,  carihot  hand- 
fbmly  leave  it ; Ten  Years  after  his  Deteafe,  it 
falls  irito  the  hand  of  a Stranger,  who  dries  the 
fariie  : Do  but  jiidge  whereabouts  we  (hall  be, 
concerning  the  knowledge  of  thefe  Men.  We 
need  look  no  further  for  Examples,  than  our 
own  Royal  Family,  Where  every  Partage  cre- 
ates a new  Surname,  whilft  in  the  Wean  time 
the  Original  rif  the  Family  is  totally  loft. 
There  is  fo  great  liberty  'taken  in  iftefe  Mura- 
tations,  that  I have  not  inthy  tirriefeen  any  one 
advanc’d  by  Fortune  to  any  extraordinary  Con- 
dition , who  has  nrit  prefdntly  had  Genealogick 
Titles  added  to  him,  neW,  and  unknown  to  his 
Father,  and  who  has  not  been  inoculated  into 
Ibme  illuftrious  Stem  ; and  by  good  LuCk,  the 
obfeureft  Families,  are  the  moft  proper  for  Fal- 
lification.  How  many  Gentlemen  have  we  in 
France,  who,  by  their  own  talk,  are  of ’Royal 
Extraction  ? More  I think,  than  Who  will  con- 
tefs  they  are  nrit.  Was  it  not  a pleafimt  paffage 
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of  a Friend  of  mine  f Therb  Were  a great  many 
Gentlembn  affembled  together,  about  the  Dff* 
pate  of  one  Lord  of  d MahMity  with  andift&£i 
Which  otfifcr  hddin  truth,  fdhted^eheminenee.^F 
Titles  and  A^hentes,  abovethedrclinary  Schenk 
of  Gentry.  lUpon  the  debits’  Of  this  Priority 
of  Place,  every  brie  landing  tip  for  hittifeifj  to 
make  himfelf  equal  to  him,  alledging  one  0i& 
Extra«Sidh,  : aliothfer  another,  one  the  neat  r$- 
femblance  of.  Name*  another  of  Arms,  another 
tin  old  worm-bated  Pateht,  and  the  laft  If 
them,  Great-G^ahdchlld  to  fome  foreign  KSM, 

When  they  bame  tp  fit  down  to  Dinner,  my 
Friend,  inftiad’  of  taking  his>  place  arhopeft 
them,  retiring-  With  moft  profound  Congbgs, 
entreated  the  Company  to  excufe  him,  forh&- 
ving  hitherto  liv'd  with  them  at  the  fawcy  ratfc 
of  a Companion  ? but  being  Tiow  better  if& 
form’d  of  their  Quality,  he  would  begin  to  pay 
iHein  the  Refpeft  due  to  their  Birth  and  Gran- 
der, and  that  it  would  ill  become  hirti  ftr& 
down  among  for  irharty  • Princes ; and  ended  th$ 

Farce  with  a thoufand  Reproaches.  Let  lis  iij 
God’s  Name  fatisfy  our  felves  with  what  oqt'l7!** 
thers  were  contented,  and  with- What  WE’  %r$-j 
Wte  are  great  enough,  if  we  rightly  underftancj 
how  to  maintain  it : Let  us  not  difown  th$ 
Fortune  and  Condition  of  our  Anceftors,  and 
lay  afide  thefe  ridiculous  Pretences,  that  can  ' '' . 
never  be  wanting  to  any  one  that  has  the  Inn- 
pudence  to  alledge  them.  Arms  have  no  mojr$. 
Security,  than  Surnames.  I bear  Azure  powder? 

(d  with  Trefoils , Or,  with  a Lions  Vaw  of  f he  fame 
armed  Gules  in  Fe[fe.  What  Privilege  to  COntjmUP 
particularly  in  my  Houfe  and  Name  ? A Spn^ 
in- Law  will  tranfport  it  into  another  Family  $ 
pr  fpme  paltry  Purghafer  will  maHe  them  hii 

Ff*  frft 


firft  Arms  j there  is  nothing^whcrein  there  is 
.mQre  Change  and  Confefion*  Rut  this  Con- 
fideration  leads  me  per-force  ipto  another  Sub- 
ject. Let  us  prya  little  narrpwiy-into,  and,  in 
i God’s  Nanie^examine  upon  what  Foundation 
^we  eredt  this -Glory  and  Reputation,  for  which 
the  World  is  turn’d  Topfy-turvy  : Wherein  do 
we  place  this  Renown,  that  we  hunt  after  with 
Jo  great  Flagrancy,  and  thro’  fo.  many  Impe- 
diments, and  fq  much  Trouble  ?.It  is,  in  Con- 
clufion,  Peter  or  William  that  carries  it,  takes  it 
into  his  Poli'effion,  and  whom  it  only  concerns. 
O what  a variant  Faculty  is  I^ope,  that  in  a 
mortal  Subject,  apd  in  a Moment,  makes  no- 
thing of  ufurping  Infinity  and,  Immenfity,  and 
of  Supplying  her  Mailer’s  Indigence  at  her  Plear 
fure,  with  all  things  he  can  imagine  or  define, I 
Mature  has  given  us  this  Palfion  for  a pretfy 
Toy  to  play  withal.  And  this  Peteror  William , 
what  is  it  but  a Sound,  when  all  is  done?  pr 
three  or  four  Dallies  with  a Pen,  fo  ealy  to  bp 
vary’d,  that  I wou’d  fain  know,|to  whom  is  to 
be  attributed  the  Glory  of  fo  many  Victories, 
to  Gwfyuitt,  to  Glefquin,  or  to  Guaqiiin  ? and  yet 
there  wou’d  be  fomething  of  greater  Moment 
in  the  cafe,,  than  in  Lucian , that  Sigma  ihopld 
ferve  Tau  with  a Procefs  for,  . 

1.  ...  ; -yi  I . £ 

- — --Non  levia}  aut  ludicra  pet  unt  ur 
l,b  «•  Puemia.  , ' 

- . . J 1 , 

To  do  brave  Acts,  who  has  the  noble  Spirit, 
Slights  mean  Rewards,  as  things  below  his  merit. 

The  Chace  is  there  in  veiy  good  earneft:  The 
Queftion  is,  which  of  thefe  Letters  is  to  be. re- 
warded forfo  piany  Sieges,  Battels,  Wounds,  Im- 
; prifon- 
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prifonmemts,  and  Services  done  to  the  C^own  • 
of  France , by  this  famous  Conftable.  Nicholas  -,x 
Denifot  never  concern’d  himfelf  further  than  the 
Letters  of  his  Name,  of  which  he  has  altered  the 
whole  Contexture  to  build  up  by  Anagram  the 
Count  of  Alfmoisy  whom  he  has:  celebrated  with 
the  utmoft  force  and  glory  of  his  Poetry,  and 
Tainting.  And  the  Hiftorjari  Suetonius  could  be 
fatisfied  with  nothing  he  writ,  unlefs  it  might 
redound  to  his  own  particular  honour,  which 
made  him  cafheer  his  fathers  Surname  Lewis, , tq 
leave  Tramjuillus  Succeflfor  to  the  reputation  of  his 
Writings.  Who  would  believe  that  Captain  Bay * . 
ard  fhould  have  no  honour,  but  what  he  derives 
from  Peter  Terra'll;  and  that  Antonio  Efcalin  Ihould 
fuffer  himfelf  to  his  face,  ta  be  robb’d  of  the 
honour  of  fo  many  Navigati9ns  anc^  Commands 
at  $ea  and  Land  by  Captain  Paulin  and  the  Baron 
de  la  garde;  Thefeare  Injuries  of  the  Pen,  com- 
mon to  a thoufand  People.  How  many  are 
there  in  every  Family  of  the  fame  Name  and  Sur- 
name ? and  now  any  more  in  feveral  Families, 

Ages,  and  Countries  ? Iiiftory  tells  us  of  three 
of  the  Name  of  Socrates , of  five  Plato’s , of  eight 
AriftotltSyOi  feven  Xenophons, oi  twenty  Demetrius’ s, 
and  of  twenty  Theodores;  and  how  many  more  fne 
was  not  acquainted  with  we  may  imagine.  Who 
hinders  my  Groom  from  catling  himfelf  Pompey 
the  Great?  Butgfterall,  by  what  Vercue,  what 
Authority,  or  whacfecret  conveyances  are  there, 
that  fix’d  upon  my  deceafed  Groom, . or  the 
other  Pompey,  who  had  his  Head  cut  off  in  Egypt, 
this  glorious  kenown,  and  thefe  fo  much  ho- 
noured flourifhes  of  the  Pen,  fo  as  to  be  of  any 
advantage , to  them  i " ■ j:. 
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Mntid.  U drier  em,  & manes  'credit  cutarefepultps  f 

Can  we  believe  the  Dead  regard  fuch  things  * 

v i . n t-. .. 

r tyhat  fenfe  have  the  two  Colleagues  of  the 
fereateft  efteetn  artiongft  Men  ? Epaminondas  of 
this  glorious  Verfe,  that  has  been  fo  many  Ages 
current  in  his  praife  ; 

toHflliis  ncftris  laus  eft  attrita  Laccnumi 

Ope  Sparta  by  rtiy  Oounfels  is  o’erthrown* 

. Or  yifr teams  o f this  other  ? 

A foie  ex  orient e,  fupra  Maoris  Vatuies 
Ncmpejt,  <?«*  f agism  aquiparare  queats 

terDtn  early  dawn,  unto  the  fetting  Sun, 

one  can  match  the  Deeds  that  I have  don&v 

Stitvivers  indeed  tickle  themfelves  with  thefe 
^faifes,  and  by  them  incited  to  Jealoufie  or  De- 
fire,  inconfiderately,  and  according  to  their  own 
fancy,  attribute  to  the  Dead  thofe  Vertues  them- 
felves pretend  to  molt : God  knows  how  vainly 
flattering  themfelves,  that  they  fhall  one  day  in 
turn'be  capable  of  the  fame*  Chara&ers : how* 
eyer  ,r  .. 

m _ • Jd  bdic  fe 

JihW.  Romanus,  Grajufque  & Barbarus,  tnhperatot 
Sat)  10.  Erexit  i caufas  diferiminis , a tquel  aborts 

tnde  babuit,  tanto  major  fama  fids  tfl,  quarts 

Virturis,  r • . V i. 

• • v - ■ - - JJ  • ' 

Greek,  'Roman,  and  Barbarian  Chiefs  t©  thefe, 
Devote  their  Valour  and  Contrivances, 

tv  : ■ : v n t - -v:  •,  ; U-  .•*  ■ And 
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And  to' that  Greedinefs  of  Glory  owe  , . 

The  Dangers  and  Fatigues  they  undergo; 

So  much  more  Potent  is  the  Thirft  of,  Fame 
Than  that  of  Vertue.  , . 


C H A.  P.  XLVU.  ’ *./ 

' ' . : . . ; . . ’>  ' r 

Of  the  lncertainty  of  our  Judgment. 


TT  was  well  faid  of  the  Poet, 

«fi  t«Au<  vipt*.  tvfa  ^S(*« 

72er<  » every  where  liberty  of  Arguing  enough , W 
enough,  to?  Jfc,faid  onjotkftfa,:  Fo^.Exaip^e. 


Htwier  Km 
ad.  10. 


Vince  Annibal’,  «<w  feppe  ufar  pot 
Ben  la  vittoriofa  [ua  ventura. 

Hannibal  Conquer’d ; but  was  not  Wife 
To  make  the  beft  ufe  of  his  Victories. 

Such  as  would  improve  this  Argument,  and 
condemn  the  Overfight  of  our  Leaders,  in  not 
pufhing  home  the  Vi<ftory  at  Moncontour ; or  ao 
cufe  the  King  of  Spain  of  not  knowing  how  to 
make  his  belt  ufe  of  the  Advantage  he  had  againft 
us  at  St.  JQuintin,  may  conclude  thefe  Overfights 
to  proceed  from  a Soul  already  drunk  with  Suc- 
cefs,  or  from  a Courage,  which  being  full,  and 
over-gorged  with  this  Beginning  of  Good  For- 
tune, had  loft  the  Appetite  of  adding  to  it,  al- 
ready having  enough  to  d,o  to  digeft  what  it 
had  taken  in : He  has  his  Arms  full,  and  can 
embrace  no  more  : unworthy  of  the  Benefit 
confcrr’d  upon  him,  and  tfie  Advantage  Ihe  had 

;.i!A  {..f(  Jjf  4 C put 
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put  into  his  Hands : for  what  Utility  dogs  he 
reap  from  it,  if*  nptwidiftanding,  he  give  his 
Enemy  Refpice  to  rally  to  recover  his  Aftoni/h- 
ment,  and  to  make  head  againft  him  ? What  Hope 
is  there  that  he  will  date  at  another  time  to 
attack  an  Enemy  re-united  and  re-compos’d, 
and  arm’d  a-new  with  Spite  and  Revenge,  who 
did  not  dare  to  purfue  him  when  routed,  and 
un-mann’d  by  Fear  ? <•  ./t 


Lacret.l.j  Dum  fort una  calct j dftm  copficit  omnia  terror.  ' 


Whilft  Fortune’s  in  the  Heat,  and  Terror  does 
More  than  their  fharpeft  Swords,  fubdue  their 


n u (Fo«s- 


But  withal,  what  better  Opportunity  can  he 
expe<ft,  than  that  he  has  loft  ? ’Tis  n<?t  here,  as 
in  Fencing,  where  the  molt  Hits  gain  the  Prize  .* 
For  fo  long  as  the  Enemy  is  on  foot,- the  Game 
is  new  to  begin,  and  that  is  not  tQ  be  call’d  a 
Vi&ory,  that  puts  not  an:  end  to  the  War.  In  the 
Encounter  where  Cafar  had  the  worfe,  near  to 
the  City  of  Oricum * he  reproach’d  Vqmpeys  Sol- 
diers^ that  he  had  bpen  loft,  had  their  general 
knoftm  how  to  overcome ‘*'a;i)d  afterwards  clgw’4 
him  a,way  in  turn,  fcur  why  may  hot  a Man 
allb  argue  on  the  contrary,  that  ft' is  the  Ef- 
fect of  a precipitous  and  initiate  Spirit,  no^ 
'to  know  how  tO  hound  and  reftrain  its  Ardour  : 
that  it  is  to  abuife  the  Favours  of  God/ to  ex- 
ceed the  Meafure  he  has  prefcrib’d  them : antf 
jhat  again,  to  throw  a Man’s  felf  into  danger 
after  a Vhftory  obtain’d,  is  again  to  expofe  him- 
felf  to  the  Mercy  pf  Fortune;  and  that  jt  is  one 
of  the  greateft  Difcretions  in  the  RiftO  pf  War, 
not  to  drive’  an  Enpifhy  'to- Dpfpaft.,;  Sylla  ana 
A4itf«r/4n ' the1  Aftbciate  AViur,  haViiig  defeated 
r ’ r rr?f  v'lT  " 
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ths  Mar  fans feeing  yet  a Body  of  Re  fervp, 
that,  prompted  by  Defpair,  was  coining  on  like 
enraged  Brutes  to  charge  in  upon  them,  thought 
it  hot  convenient  to  Band  their  Charge.  Had 
not  ^lonfieur  Je  Foix  s Ardour  tranfpo'rted  him  fo 
precipitoufly  to  purfue  the  Remains  of  the  Yi- 
&o.ry  of  Ravenna , he  had  not  obfcur'd  it  by  his 
own  Death.  AnJ.y.et  the  recent  Memory  of  Ills 
* Example  fery’d  to  preferye  Monfieur  d'Anguien 
from  the  fame  Misfortune  at  the  Battle  of  Seri- 
foies'.  ’Tis  dangerous  to  attack  a Man  you  have 
depriv’d  of  all  Means  to  efcape,  but  by  his  Arms; 
for  ISJeceflicy  teaches  violent  Refolutions  : Gra-Port 
rvijjimi  fttnt  morfus  irritata  necefitatis,  enrag’d  Ne-  Aula.  * 
peffity  bites  deep. 


Finest  Ur  baud  gratis  jugulo  qui  provocat  hoftem.  iue>  ^ 4 
The  Foe  that  meets  the  Sword  ne’er  gratis  dies.  Maja  Ut' 

. Y ' * ♦ 1 /•  * * ' V,'  • 

This  was  it  that  made  P bar ax  with-hold  the 
King  of  Lacedamon , who  had  won  a Battle  of 
the  Mantineans  from  going  to  charge  a Thou- 
fand  Argians,  who  were  efcap’d  in  an  entire  Bo- 
dy from  the  Defeat. } but  rather  let  them  fteal 
off  at  liberty,  that  he  might  not  encounter  Va- 
lour whetted  and  enrag’d  by  Mifchance,  Clodo- 
ptire  King  of  Aquitaine,  after  his  Vi&ory  pur- 
fuing  Gondemar , King  of  Burgundy,  beaten,  and 
making  off  as  faft  as  he  could  for  Safety,,,  com-? 
pelfd  him  to  face  about,  and  make  head,  where? 
in  his  Qbftinacy  depriv’d  him  of  the  Fruit  of  his 
(Conqueft,  for  he  there  loft  his  Life. 

In  like  manner,  if  a Man  were  to  chofe. 

Whether  he  would  have  his  Soldiers  Ainquant , 
and  richly  accouter’d  wph  Damask’d  Arms,  oc 
arm’d  only  for  neceffary  Defence  $ this  Argu- 
prept  would  ftep  in,  in  Favour  of  the  firft  (of 

which 
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which  Opinion  was  Ser  tortus,  Thilopitmen,  Bru- 
tus, Cafar,  and  others)  that  it  is  to  a Soldier 
an  enflaming  of  Courage,  and  a Spur  to  Glory, 
to  fee  himlelf  brave,  and  withal  an  Imitation 
fo  be  more  obftinate  in  Fight,  having  his  Arms, 
which  are  in  a manner  his  Eftate,  and  whole 
Inheritance,  to  defend ; which  is  the  reafon 
(fays  Xenophon)  why  thole  of  AJia  carry’d  their 
Wives,  Concubines,  with  their  choiceft  Jewels, 
and  greateft  Wealth,  along  with  them  to  the 
Wars.  But  then  thefe  Arguments  would  be  as 
ready  to  ftand  up  for  the  other  fide.  That  a 
General  ought  rather  to  render  his  Men  care- 
lels  and  defperate,  than  to  encreafe  their  Soli- 
citude of  preferving  themfelves : Thar  by  this 
Means  they  will  be  in  a double  Fear  of  hazard- 
ing their  Perfons ; as  it  will  be  a double  Tempta- 
- tion  to  the  Enemy  to  fight  with  greater  Refo- 
lution,  where  fo  great  Booty  and  fo  rich  Spoils 
are  to  be  obtain’d : And  this  very  thing  has 
been  obferV’d  in  former  times,  notably  to  en- 
courage the  Romans  againft  the  Samites.  An- 
tiochus  {hewing  Hannibal  the  Army  he  had  rais’d, 
wonderfully  fplendid,  and  rich  in  aU'forts  of 
Equipage,  ask’d  him,  if  the  Romans  would  be 
fattsfy’d  with  that  Army  ? Satisfy’d  ? reply’d  the 
other,  yes  doubtlefs,  were  their  Avarice  never 
fo  great.  Lycurgus  not  only  forbad  his  Soldiers 
all  manner  of  Bravery  in  their  Equipage,  but 
moreover  to  {trip  their  Conquer’d  Enemies,  be- 
caufe  he  would  (as  he  faid)  that  Poverty  and 
Frugality  fliould  Ihine  with  the  reft  of  the  Bat- 
tle. 

At  Sieges,  and  elfewhire,  where  Occasion 
draws  us  near  to  the  Enemy,  we  Willingly  fttffer 
our  Men  to  Brave,  Rate,  and  Affront  the  Ene- 
my with  all  forts  of  injurious  Language:  and 

7 1 t-*  ^ T.  7 ; * no^ 
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Xjot  w^hout  fome  Colour  of  Reafon ; For  it  is 
of  po  little  Conference,  to  take  from  them 
all  Hopes  of  Mercy  and  Competition.,  in  re- 
prefenting  tq  them,  that  there  « no  fkir  Quar- 
ter to  be  expe&ed  from  an  Enemy  theyhavp  • 
Incens’d  to  that  degree,  nor  other  Remedy  r«r 
maining,  but  in  the  Victory.  And  yet  ViteU 
hus  found  himfelf  deceiv'd  in  this  way  pf  pro- 
ceeding ; for  having  to  do  with  Otbe , weaker? 

In  the  Valopr  of  his  Soldiers,  long  unaecuftonfd 
to  War,  and  effeminated  with  the  Delights  of 
the  City  ; he  fo  nettled  th?m  dr  laft  with  in- 
jurious Language,  reproaching  them  with  Cow- 
ardice, and  the  Regret  of  the  Miftreffes,  and 
Enteftainments  they  had  left  behind  at  Rome, 
that  by  this  means,  he  infpir’d  them  with  fuch 
Refolucion , as  np  Exhortation  had  had  the 
Power  to  have  done  $ and  himfelf  made  them 
fell  upon  him,  with  whom  their  own  Captains 
before  could  by  no  means  prevail.  And,  in- 
deed, when  they  are  Injuries  that  touch  to  the 
quick,  it  may  very  well  fall  out,  that  he  who 
went  but  ill-favour’dly  to  work  in  the  Behalf  of 
his  Prince,  will  fall  to’t  with  another  fort  of 
Mettle  when  the  Quarrel  is  his  own. 

* To  confider  of  how  great  Importance  is  the 
Prefervation  of  the  General  of  an  Army,  and 


that  the  univerfal  Aim  of  an  Enefny  is  levell’d 
cjire&ly  at  the  Head,  upon  which  all  the  others 
depend  ; the  Advice  feems  to  admit  pf  no  Dis- 
pute, which  we  know  has  been  taken  by  fo( 
many  great  Captains,  of  changing  their  Habit, 
and  difguifing  their  Perfons,  upon  the  Point  of 
going  to  engage.  Neverthelefs  the  Inconve-. 
niepce  a Man,  by  fo  doing,  runs  into,  is  not  lefs 
than  that  he  thinks  to  avoid  : For  the  Captain 
by  th;s  means  being  conceal’*!  from  the  Knpw- 
i-  ;*  j :y  \r-  ,r  '■  • > “**'  ledge 
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ledge  of  his  own  Men,  the  Courage  they  {hould 
derive  from  his  Prefence  and  Example,  hap- 
pens by  degrees  to  cool  and  to  decay  ; and  not 
* As  at  feeing  the  wonted  * Marks  and  Enfigns  of 
the  Battle  tjiejr  Leader,  they  prefently  conclude  him  ei« 
th/perfonther  dead,  or  thac,  defpairing  of  the  Bufinefs, 
of  Henry  he  is  gone  to  fliife  for  himfelf;  and  Experience 
tbt  Great,  (hews  us  that  both  thefe  ways  have  been  both 
fuccefsful,  and  otherwife.  What  befell  Pyrrhus 
in  the  Battle  he  fought  againft  the  Conful  Lexri- 
nus  in  Italy,  will  ferve  us  to  both  Purpofes : For 
tho’  by  fhrouding  his  Perfon  under  the  Arms  of 
Demogjcles,  and  making  him  wear  his  own,  he 
undoubtedly  preferv’d  his  own  Life,  yet  by  that 
very  means  he  was  withal  very  near  running 
into  the  other  Mifchief  of  loiing  the  Battle. 
Alexander,  Cafar , and  Lucullus , lov’d  to  make 
themfelves  known  in  a Battle,  by  Rich  Furni- 
tures, and  Arms  of  a particular  Luflre  and  Co-* 
lour : Aghy  Agefihusy  and  that  great  Gilipfus,  on 
the  contrary,  us’d  to  fight  obfeurely  arm  d,  and 
without  any  imperial  Attendance  or  Diftin- 
<Bion. 

Amongft  other  Over-fights  Pompey  is  charg’d 
withal,  at  the  Battle  of  Pbarfalia,  he  is  con- 
demn’d for  making  his  Army  Band  Bill  to  re- 
ceive the  Enemies  Charge  ; by  reafon  that  ( I 
fhall  here  Beal  Plutarch' s own  Words,  that  are 
better  than  mine ) he,  by  fo  doing,  depriv’d 
himfelf  of  the  yiolent  Impreflion,  the  Motion 
of  running  adds  to  the  firB  Shock  of  Arms,  and 
hinder’d  the  Jultle  of  the  Combatants  ( who 
were  wont  to  give  great  Impetuofity  and  Fury 
to  the  firB  Encounter ; efpecially  when  this 
came  to  rufli  in  with  their  utmoB  Vigour,  their  . 
Courages  encreafing  by  the  Shouts  and  the  Car , 
reer)  rendering  the  Soldiers  Animofity  and  Ar- 
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.dour,  as  a Man  may  fay,  more  referv’d,  and 
cold.  This  is  what  he  lays:  But  if  Cafar  had 
come  by  the  worfe,why  might  it  not  as  well  have 
.been  urged  by  another,  That,  on  the  contrary, 
the'ftrongeft  and  moft  fteady  Pofture  of  Fight? 
ing,  is  that  whereina  Man  ftands  planted  firm 
without  Motion,  that  they  who  make  a 
Halt  upon  their  March,  doling  np,  and  re- 
ferring their  Force  within  themfelves  for  the 
Pufh  of  the  Bufmefs,  have  a great  Advantage 
again  ft  thofe  who.  are  diforder  d,  and  who  have 
already  fpent  half  their  Breath  in  running  qi| 
p^ecipitoufly  to  die  Charge,;,  Befides,  that  an 
Army  being,  a Body  made  np  of  fo  many  indi- 
vidual Members,  it  is  impoffible  for  it  tomoye 
in  this  Fury  witfi  fo  exad  a Motion,  as  not  to 
Break  the  Order  of  Battle,  and  that  the  beft  of 
Foot  are  not  engag’d,  before  their  Fellows  can 
come  in  to  relieve  them.  In  that  unnatural 
Battle  betwixi|  $;he  two  Perjian  Brothers,  the  Lus~ 
'cedeemonian  Clear chus , who  commanded  the  Greeks 
bf  Cyrus  s Party,  .led  them  on  foftly,  and  with- 
out Precipitation^,  to  the  Charge  ,*  but  coming 
Within  Fifty  Paces,  hurry ’d  them  on  full  Speed, 
hoping,  in  fo  Ihort  a Career,  both  to  look  to 
$eir  Order,  to  husband  theit  Breath,  and,  ac 
the  fame  time,  to  give  an  Advantage  of  Vio- 
lence and  Impreffion  both  to  their  fcerfons  and 
their  miffilc  Arms : Others  have  regulated  this 
Queftion  in  charging  thus  ; if  your  Enemy  come 
running  upon  you,  ftand  firm  to  receive  him  ; 
if  he  ftand  to  receive  you,  run  full  drive  upon 
bim. 

. In  the  Expedition  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Fifth  into  Provence , King  Francis  was  put  to 
chufe  either  to  go  meet  him  in  Italy,  or  to  ex- 
pert him  in  his  own  Dominions;  wherein, 

tho* 
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fcho’  he  very  well  cohfider’d  oF  how  great  Ad- 
Vantage  it  Wa!s  fo  preferve  his  oWn  Tferritbritfs 
entire,  and  clear  from  the  Troubles  artd  lnootf- 
veniencies  of  the  War,  to  the  end,  that  being 
tmexhaufled  of  her  Stores,  it  might  continually 
(fcpply  Men  and  Mbney  at  heed,  that  the  Ne^ 
fceffity  of  War  requires  at  every  turn  to  fpoil, 
and  lay  wafte  the  Country  before  them,  which 
cannot  very  well  be  done  upon  ones  own  ; to 
which  may  be  added,  that  the  Cbuntty  Pdbplfe 
do  not  fo  eafily  digeft  fuch  a Havock  by  thofe 
bf  their  own  Party,  as  from  an  Enemy,  fo  that 
Seditions  and  Commotions  might  by  fuch  means 
be  kindled  aihongft  us  } that  the  Licenfe  of  Pil- 
lage and  Plunder  (which  are  not  to  be  tolerated 
at  Home)  is  a great  Eafe  and  Refreflimeht 
againft  the  fatigues  and  Sufferings  of  War,*  and 
that  he  Who  has  no  other  Propped  of  Gaih, 
than  his  bare  Pay,  will  hardly  be  kept  from  run- 
ning Home,  being  but  two  Steps  from  his  Wife, 
and  his  own  Houfe:  That  he  Whdlays  the  Cloth, 
is  ever  at  the  Charge  of  the  Feaft  : That  there 
is  more  Alacrity  in  affaultihg  than  defending ' 
and  that  the  Shock  of  a Battlers  Lofs  in  our  own 
Bowels,  is  fo  violent  as  to  endanger  the  difc 
jointing  of  the  whole  Body,  there  being  no 
Paffion  fo  contagious  as  that  of  Fear  ,*  that  is 
fo  eafily  believ’d,  or  that  fo  fuddenly  diffufes 
its  Poifon  ; and  that  the  Cities  that  fhould  hear 
the  Rattle  of  this  Tempelt,  that  fliould  take  in 
their  Captains  and  Soldiers,  yet  trembling  and 
out  of  Breath,  would  be  in  danger,  in  this 
Heat  and  Hurry,  to  precipitate  themielves  upon 
(bme  untoward  Refolucion:  Notwithftanding  all 
<his,  fo  it  was,  that  he  chofe  to  re-call  the 
Forces  he  had  biyond  the  Mountains,  and  to 
faffer  the  Enemy  to  come  to  him.  For  he 

might. 
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might,  on  the  other  (He,  imaging  that  beihg, 
at  Horrie,  and  amongft  his  Friends,  hb  coul<L 
not  fai|  of  Plenty  ofafl .manner  ofConvernen- 
cics ; the  Stivers  and  Pafles  he  had  at  his  DevO- 
tibfi.  Would  bring  .him  fn  both  Prdyiliohs  Und 
M6ney  in  all  Security,  and  without  the  1^6^^ 
bfepf  Convoy j that  fie  uiould  ‘find  m$J>i^je<& 
by  To  much  themofeaffe&ionafeto  him^  b jf 
how  much  their  Danger  was  more  near  and 
prefling  ; that  having  fo  many  CiHfcf  and  SfopS: 
to  fecure  him,  it  would  be  in  his  Power,  to  give  .v  y ,, 
the  Law  of  Battle  at  hi?  own  Opportunity  and  ffZri 
belt  Advantage,*  and  if  it  pleas’d  him  to  delay 
the  Time,  that,  under  Covert,  and  at  his  own 
Eafe,  he  might  fee  his  Enemy  founder,  and  de- 
feat himfelf  with  the  Difficulties  he  was'cfertain 
to  encounter,  being  engag’d  in, ah  Enemies 
Country,  where  before,  behind,  and  on  every 
Side,  War  would  be  made  upon  him  ; no  Means 
to  refrefh  himfelf,  or  to  enlarge  his  ^Quarters,' 
fhould  .Difeafes  infeft  them,  or  to,  lodge  his 
wounded  Men  in  Safety  : No  Money,  no  ’Vi- 
ctuals, but  all  at  the  Point  of  the  liance  * no 
Leifure  to  repofe  and  take  breath,  no  Know- 
ledge of  the  Ways  Or  Country,  to  fepure  him 
from  Ambufhes  and  Surprizes : And  in  cafe  of 
lofing  a Battle,  no  poffible  Means  of  faving  the 
Remains.  Neither  is  there  want  of  Example  in 
both  thefe  Cafes.  Scipio  thought  it  much  bet- 
ter to  go  attack  his  Enemies  Territories  in  Africk, 
than  to  ftay  at  home  to  defend  his  own,  and  to 
fight  him  in  Italy } and  it  fucceeded  well  with 
him  : But,  on  the  contrary,  Hannibal,  in  the 
fame  War,  ruin’d  himfelf,  by  abandoning  the 
Conqueft  of  a ftrange  Country,  to  go  defend 
his  own.  The  Athenians  having  left  the  Enemy 
in  their  own  Dominions,  to  go  oyer  into  Si~ 

city, 
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clljy  were  not  favour’d  by  Fortune  in  their  De- 
fign ; But  Agathocles , King  of  Syracufc3  found  her 
favourable  to  him,  when  he  went  over  into 
Africk , and  left  the  War  at  home.  By  which 
Examples,  and  divers  others,  we  are  wont  to 
conclude,  and  with  fome  Reafon,  that ' Events, 
efpecially  in  War,  do  for  the  moft  part  depend 
upon  Fortune,  who  will  not  be  govern’d  by,-  • 
nor  fubmit  unto  Humane  Prudence,*  accord- 
ing tp  the  Poet.  \ ; ;fi  .\,£  , V ',:L, 

% t t • ' * * < - • . 

Mdnil.  A-  £t  mate  confult'ts  prctium  eft,  prudentia  faEax,  * 
firm.  Hb-4'Nec  fcftuna  probat  caufas , fequirurqtte  merentes  : - . 

vaga  pfr  cttnBos  nuUo  dijcrimitie'fertur.  ’ ; 
Scilicet  efi  aliud  quod  nos  cogatque , regatqUe  ' 5 ; 

Maius,  & in  proprias  ducat  mortaliu  leges.  ‘ — '•  ■ 

•;  H.U  .•:?  i;:»r  .Vni.i  j'-as 

Prudence  deteitful  and  uncertain  is,  . jna 
111  Counfels  Sometimes  hit,  where  good  ones 

• i (mifs  * 

Nor  yet  does  Fortune  the  beft  Caufe  approve. 
But  wildly  does  without  Diftin&ion  rove.  - 
So  that  fome  greater  and  more  conftant  Caufe, 
Rules  and  fubje&s  us  to  mote  powerful  Laws : 

But  if  Things  hit  right,  it  Ihould  feem  that  our 
Counfels  and  Deliberations  depend  as  much  up- 
on Fortune,  as  any-thing  etfe  we  do,  and  that 
fhe  engages  our  very  Realbn  and  Arguments, 
in  her  Uncertainty  and  Confufion.  We  argue 
rafhly  and  adventuroufly,  fays  Ttmaui  in  Plato, 
by  reafon  that,  as  well  as  our  Selves,  our  Dif- 
courfes  have  great  Participation  with  the  Te- 
merity of  Chance.  •"  ■ • 
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CHAP.  XLVIII. 

Of  Horfes  drefs’d  to  the  Menace,  tail'd  , 
Deftriers. 

j * 

I AM  now  become  a Grammarian  ; I who  ne- 
ver le^rn’d  any  Language  but  by  rote,  and 
Who  do  not  yet  know  AdjeCtive,  Conjunction,  or 
Ablative , I think  I have  read,  that  the  Romans 
had  a fort  of  Horfes  by  them  call’d  Funal es,  or 
Dextrarios , which  were  either  Led-Horfes,  or 
Horfes  laid  in  at  feveral  Stages  to  be  taken  frefh 
upon  Occafion  ,•  and  thence  it  is,  that  we  call 
our  Horfes  of  Seryice,  Deftriers : And  our  Ro- 
mances commonly  ufe  the  Phrafe  of  deflrer  for 
accompagner , to  accompany^  They  alfo  pall’d 
fuch  as  were  drefs’d  in  fuch  fort,  that  running 
full  fpeed  fide  by  fide  without  Bridle  or  Saddle, 
the  Roman  Gentlemen  arm’d  at  all  Pieces,  would 
fhift,  and  throw  themfelves  from  the  one  to  the 
Other,  defultorios  equos.  The  Numidiap  Men  at 
Arms,  had  always  a Led-Horfe  in  one  Hand, 
befides  that  they  rode  upon,  to  change  in  the 
Heat  of  Battle  : J^uibus,  defultorum  in  modum , Uv.  /.  ?$. 
linos  trabentibus  equos , inter  accerrimam  [ape  pugnam 
in  recent  am  equum  ex  fejfo  armatis , tranfultare , mot 
erat.  Tanta  velocitas  ipfts , tamque  docile  equorum 
genus.  Whofe  Ufe  it  was,  leading  along  two 
Horfes,  after  the  manner  of  the  Defultorum , 
arm’d  as  they  were,  in  the  Heat  of  Fight,  tq 
vault  from  a tir’d  Horfe  to  a frefh  one  ^ fo 
adive  were  the  Men,  and  the  Horfes  fo  docile. 

There  are  many  Horfes  train’d  up  to  help  thejr 
Riders,  fo  as  to  run  upon  any  one  that  ap- 
pears with  a drawn  Sword,  to  fall  both  with 
Mouth  and  Heels  upon  any  that  front  or  op- 
pofe  them ; But  it  oft  falls  out,  that  they  do  more 
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harm  to  their  Friends  than  their  Enemies,  con- 
tidering  that  you  cannot  loofe  them  from  their 
Hold,  to  reduce  them  again  into  Order,  when 
they  are  once  engag’d  and  grappled  ; by  which 
means  you  remain  at  the  Mercy  of  their  fenfe- 
lefs  Quarrel.  It  happen’d  very  ill  to  Artibiut 
General  of  the  Terjian  Army,  fighting  Man  to 
Man  with  Onejilus, King  of  Salamis , to  be  mount- 
ed upon  a Horfe  dreft  after  this  manner,  it  being 
the  Occafion  of  his  Death  $ the  Squire  of  Qnefilus 
cleaving  him  down  with  a Scythe  betwixt  the 
Shoulders,  as  the  Horfe  was  rear’d  up  upon  his 
Mailer.  And  what  the  Italians  report.  That  in 
the  Battle  of  Fcmcue,  King  Charles  $ Horfe,  with 
Kicks  and  Plunges^  difengag’d  his  Matter  from 
the  Enemy,  that  prefs’d  upon  him,  without 
which  he  had  been  flain,  founds  odly,  and  he 
ran  a very  great  hazard,  and  came  ftrangely  offi 
if  it  be  true.  The  Mamalukes  made  their  Boaft, 
that  they  had  the  mod  ready  Horfes  of  any 
Cavalry  in  the  World  ; that  by  Nature  and  Cu- 
ilom  they  were  taught  to  know  and  diftinguiflt 
the  Enemy,  they  were  to  fall  foul  upon  with 
Mouth  and  Heels,  according  to  a Word  or 
Sign  given : As  alfo  to  gather  up  with  their 
Teeth,  Darts  and  Launces  ficaeter’d  upon  the 
Field,  and  prefent  them  to  their  Riders,  as  they 
ttjould  have  occafion  to  ufe  them.  ’Tis  faid, 
both  of  C*f:r  and  Pompey,  that,  amongft  other 
excellent  Qualities  they  were  Matters  of,  they 
were  both  excellent  Horfemen,  and  particular- 
ly of  Cafar , that  in  his  Youth,  being  mounted 
on  the  bare  Back,  without  Saddle  or  Bridle,  he 
could  make  him  run,  ftop,  and  turn,  and  per- 
form a!!  his  Airs,  with  his  Hands  behind  fiim. 
As  Nature  defign’d  to  make  of  his  Perfon,  and  of 
Alexander,  two  Miracles  of  Military  Art,  To,  one- 
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would  fay,  (he  had  done  her  utmoft  to  arm 
them  after  an  extraordinary  manner : For  every 
One  knows,  that  Alexanders  Horfe  Bucephalus 
had  a Head  inclining  to  the  Shape  of  a Bull, 
that  he  would  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  mounted 
and  govern’d  by  none  but  his  Matter,  and  that 
he  was  fo  honour’d  after  his  Death,  as  to  have 
a City  ere&ed  to  his  Name.  C<efar  had  alfo 
another,  who  had  Fore-feet  like  the  Hands  of  a 
Man,  his  Hoof  being  divided  in  the  Form  of 
Fingers,  who  likewife  was  not  to  be  ridden  by 
any  but  Cafar  himfelf;  who,  after  his  Death, 
dedicated  his  Statue  to  the  Goddefs  Venus.  I 
do  not  willingly  alight  when  I am  once  on 
Horfe-back  ; for  it  is  the  Place  where,  whether 
well  or  fick,  I find  my  felf  moil  at  eafe.  Tlato 
recommends  it  for  Health;  as  alfo  Pliny  fays, 
it  is  good  for  the  Stomach  and  the  Joints.  We 
read  in  Xenophon}  a Law,  forbidding  any  one, 
who  was  Matter  of  a Horfe,  to  travel  on  Foot. 

Trogus  and  Juflinus  fay.  That  the  Varthians  were 
wont  to  perform  all  Offices  and  Ceremonies, 
not  only  in  War,  but  alfo  all  Affairs,  whether 
publick  or  private,  make  Bargains,  confer,  enr 
tertain,  take  the  Air,  and  all  on  Horfe-back;  and 
that  the  greatett  Diftintttion  betwixt  Free  men 
and  Slaves  amongft  them,  was,  that  the  one 
rode  on  Horfe-back,  and  the  other  went  on 
Foot : An  Inftitution  of  which  King  Cyrus  wa$ 
the  Founder.  There  are  feveral  Examples  in 
the  Roman  Hiftory,  ( and  Suetonius  more  parti- 
cularly obferves  it  of  Cafar ) of  Captains,  who, 
in  prefling Occafions,  commanded  their  Cavalry 
to  alight,  both  by  that  means  to  take  from  them 
all  Hopes  of  Flight,  as  alfo  for  the  Advantage 
they  hop’d  for  in  this  fort  of  Flight.  haul 
, dnbie  Juperat  Romanus.  Wherein  the  Romans 
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Liv.  l.  3.  did  queftionlefs  excell : So  fays  Livy  $ hpw- 
ever,  the  firft  thing  they  did  to  prevent  the 

< Mutinies  and  Infurredions  of  Nations  of  late 

Conqueft,  was  to  take  from  them  their  Arms  and 

Hor  fes : And  therefore  it  is  that  we  fo  often 
Ctfar's  meet  in  Cafar,  Arma  proftrri,  jumenta  product,  ob - 

Cum;  jfjej  jari  jubct : He  commanded  the  Arms  to  be 

produc’d,  the  Horfes  brought  out,  and  Hoftages 
to  be  given.  The  Grand  Seignior , to  this  Day, 
fuffers  not  a Chriftian,  or  a Jew,  to  keep  a 
Horfe  of  his  own,  throughout  his  Empire.  Our 
Anceftors,  at  the  time  they  had  War  with  the 
EngUJIj , in  all  their  greateft  Engagements,  and 
pitch’d  Battels,  fought  for  the  moft  part  on 
Foot,  that  they  might  have  nothing  but  their 
own  Force,  Courage,  and  Conftancy  to  truft 
to,  in  a Quarrel  of  fo  great  Concern  as  Life 
and  Honour.  You  flake  (whatever  Cbryfantes  in 
Xenophon  fays  to  the  contrary)  your  Valour,  and 
your  Fortune,  upon  that  of  your  Horfe ; his 
Wound  or  Death  brings  your  Perfon  into  the 
fame  Danger  ; his  Fear  or  Fury  fli all  make  you 
reputed  ralfy  or  cowardly  $ if  he  have  an  ill 
Mouth,  or  will  not  anfwer  to  the  Spur,  your 
Honour  muft  anfwer  it : And  therefore  I do  not 
think  it  ftrange,  that  thofe  Battles  I fpoke  of 
before,  were  more  firm  and  furious  than  thofe 
that  are  fought  on  Horfe- back. 

id*  Cede  bant  pariter,  pariterejue  ruebant 

lo' Vi  floret  viflique,  neque  his  fuga  not  a,  neque  illis. 

J 

They  charg’d  together,  and  did  fo  retreat 
The  Vidors,  and  the  Vanqui/h’d  ; nor  yet 
The  knack  of  running  was  unto  the  one, 

■ Or  to  the  other  of  the  Parties  known. 
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Their  Battles  were  much  better  difputed  : Novv- 
a-days  there  are  nothing  but  Routs  ,•  primus  cla- 
mor, ataue  impetus  rtm  decernit.  The  firft  Shout, 
or  the  firft  Charge,  puts  an  end  to  the  Bufinefs : 

And  the  Arms  we  choofe  to  make  ufe  of  in  fo 
great  a Hazard,  fhould  be  as  much  as  poflible  at 
our  own  Command  : Wherefore  I fhould  advife 
to  choofe  them  of  the  fhorteft  fort,  and  fuch  of 
which  we  are  able  to  give  the  beft  Account. 

A Man  may  repofe  more  Confidence  in  a Sword 
he  holds  in  his  Hand,  than  in  a Bullet  he  dif- 
charges  out  of  a Piftol,  wherein  there  muft  be 
a Concurrence  of  feveral  Executions,  to  make 
it  perform  its  Office,  the  Powder,  the  Stone, 
and  the  Wheel,  if  any  of  which  fail,  it  at  leaft 
endangers  your  Fortune  : A Man  ftrikes  much 
furer  than  the  Air  dire&s  him. 

Et  quo  ferre  velint  permittere  vulnera  ventis,  Lucan.  1.  8. 

Enfis  babet  vires,  & gens  quacunque  virorum  eft 
Bella  gerit  gladiis. 

Far  off  with  Bows  Mr. 

They  fhoot,  and  where  it  lifts  the  Wind  beftows  Tunf* 
Their  Wounds  i but  Fight  of  Sword  does  Strength 
erpuire  All  Manly  Nations  the  Sword  Fight  defire. 

• » . ^ . 

But  of  that  Weapon  I fball  fpeak  more  fully, 
when  I come  to  compare  the  Arms  of  the  Anci- 
ents with  thofe  of  modern  ufe,  though  by  the 
way,  theAftonifhmentof  the  Ear  abated,  which 
every  one  grows  familiar  within  a little  time 
I look  upon  it  as  a Weapon  of  very  little  Execu- 
tion, and  hope  we  fhall  one  Day  lay  it  afide. 

That  miffile  Weapon  which  the  Italians  formerly 
made  ufe  of  both  with  Fire  and  without,  was 
much  more  terrible  : They  called  a certain  kind 
pf  Javeline  armed  at  the  Point  with  an  Iron 
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three  Foot  long,  that  it  might  pierce  through 
and  through  an  Armed  Man,  phalarica , which 
they  fometimes  in  Field-fervice  darted  by  hand  j 
Sometimes  from  feveral  forts  of  Engines  for  the 
Defence  of  beleagured  Places:  The  Shaft  where- 
of being  roll’d  round  with  Flax,  Wax,  Rozin, 
Oyl,  and  other  combuftible  Matter,  took  Fire 
in  its  Flight,  and  lighting  upon  the  Body  of  a 
Man,  or  his  Target,  took  away  all  the  ufe  of 
Aims  and  Limbs.  And  yet  coming  to  elofe 
fight,  I jhould  think  they  mould  alfo  endamage 
the  Aflfailant,  and  that  the  Camp  being  as  it 
were  planted  with  thefe  Flaming  Truncheons, 
fhould  produce  a common  Inconvenience  to  the 
Whole  Crowd.  ■ 

fort-  /t-  Magnum  fir  idem  contorta  Phalarica  vtnlt, 

hd.$i  Fulminis  acta  mo  do.  ■■■  - 

The  Cornet  like  Phalarica  does  fly. 

With  a huge  noife  like  lightning  through  the  Sky, 

They  had  moreover  other  Devices  which  Cu-» 
Horn  niade  them  perfed  in  ( which  will  feem 
incredible  to  us  who  have  not  feen  thCth  j by 
which  they  fupply’d  the  Effedfs  of  our  Powder 
and  Shot.  They  darted  their  Piles  with  fo  great 
Violence,  as  oft-times  trahsfixt  to  Targets,  and 
two  Armed  Men  at  once,  and  pinn’d  them  to- 
gether. Neither  was  the  EfFeft  of  their  Slings 
lefs  certain  of  Execution,  or  of  fhorter  Carri- 
Liv.t.  38.  age  : Saxis globofis  funda,  mare  aptrlum  incefi'antes  : 

- Coronas  tnvdici  circuit  magno  ex  intervals  loci  ajfueti 
trZjicere  : mn  capita  modo  hofiium  vulnerahant , fed 

cjuem  locum  dtfiinajjmt.  Culling  round  Stones  from 
the  Shoar  for  their  Slings:  And  with  them  pra&i- 
ling  at  agreatdiltance  to  throw  through  a Circle 
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of  very  fmall  Circumference,  they  would  not 
only  wound  an  Enemy  in  the  Head  ; but  hit 
any  other  part  at  pleafure.  Their  Pieces  of 
Battery  had  not  only  the  Execution,  but  the 
Thunder  of  our  Cannon  alfo  : Ad  iclus  mxnium  a 
cum  terribili  fonitu  editos , favor  & trefidatiq  cxpit. 

At  the  Battery  of  the  Walls,  which  is  performed 
with  a dreadful  Noife,  the  Defendants  began  to 
fear  and  tremble  within.  The  Gault  out  Einf- 
men  in  Afi*,  abominated  thefe  treacherous  mil- 
file  Arms,  it  being  their  ufe  to  light  with  grea- 
ter Bravery  Hand  to  Hand.  Non  tam  patent  A us  a no, 
flagis  movent ur,  ubilatiory  quam  altiorplaga  efi,  cti- 
amgloriofms  fe  fugnare  fat  ant:  iidem  quum  aculeus 
fagitta  aut  glandis  abdita  iutrorfus  tenui  vulvas  in 
fpeciem  urit  : turn  in  rabkm  & fudorem  lam  parva 
per, re  pejles  verji , profiernunt  corpora  bitmi : .They 
are  not  fo  much  concern’d  at  large  Wounds  ; 
when  a Wound  is  wider  than  deep,  they  think 
they  have  fought  with  greater  Glory : Buc  when 
they  find  themfelves  tormented  within,  under 
the  Afpect  of  a flight  Wound,  with  the  Point  of 
a Dart,  or  fome  concealed  glandulous  Body, 
then  tranfported  with  Fury  and  Shame,  to  periln 
by  fo  fmall,  and  contemptible  an  Officer  of 
Death,  they  fall  to  the  Ground;  an  Expreffion 
of  fomething  very  like  a Harquebufe  Shot-  The 
ten  thoufand  Greeks  in  their  long  and  famous 
Retreat,  met  with  a Nation  who  very  much 
gall’d  them  with  great  and  ftrong  Bows,  carry- 
ing Arrows  fo  long,  that  taking  them  up  one 
might  return  them  back  like  a Dart,  and  with 
them  pierce  a Buckler,  and  an  Armed  Man 
through  and  through.  The  Engines  of  Diamfi- 
us  his  Invention  at  Syracufa,  to  (hoot,  vaft  maliy 
Darts,  and  Stones  of  a prodigious  greatnels  with 
fo  great  Impetuoficy,  and  at  fo  great  a dittance, 
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Came  very  near  to  our  modern  Inventions.  Bat 
in  this  Difcourfe  of  Horfes  and  Horfemanfhip* 
we  are  not  to  forget  the  pleafant  Pofture  of  one 
Maijfre  Pierre  Pol , a Do&or  of  Divinity,  upori 
his  Mule,  whom  Menftrelet  reports  always  to 
have  rid  afrde  through  the  Streets  of  Paris  like  a 
Woman.  He  fays  alfo  elfewhere,  that  the  Gaf- 
iom  had  terrible  Horfes,  that  would  wheel,  and 
inake  the  Pirouette  in  their  full  Speed,  which  the 
French,  Picards,  Dutch,  and  Brabanter's  lookt  upon 
as  a Miracle,  having  never  feen  the  like  before  • 
which  are  his  very  words.  Cafar  fpeaking  of  the 
Swedes,  in  the  Charges  they  make  on  Horfe-bacfcj 
fays  he,  they  often  throw  themfelves  off  to 
fight  on  foot,  having  taught  their  Horfes  not  to 
ftir  in  the  nlean  time  from  the  place,  to  which 
ttley  prefently  rim  again  upon  occafion  ,*  and 
According  to  their  Cuftom,  nothing  is  fo  un- 
hianly,  and  fo  bafe  as  to  ufe  Saddles,  or  Pads* 
and  theydefpife  fuchas  make  ufe  of  thofeCon- 
Veniencies : Infomuch  that  being  btit  a very 
, Few  in  number,  they  fear  not  to  attack  a great 
hiany.  That  which  I have  formerly  wondered 
at,  to  fee  a Horfe  made  to  perform  all  his  Airs 
with  a Switch  only,  and  the  Reins  upon  hii 
Neck,  was  common  with  the  Majfilians , who  rid 
their  Horfes  without  Saddle  or  Bridle. 

Ft  gens  qua  nudo  refidens  Majfilia  dorfo , 

Ora  hvi  fleclit,  frznorum  nejcia  'virga, 

Ft  tmtnida  infrahi  ciiigunt. 

MaJfiHavs  who  on  the  bare  Backs  do  ride. 

And  with  a Switch,  hot  knowing  Bridle’s,  guide 
The  menag’d  Steed,  and  fierce  Numidsans  too 
I'hat  ufe  ho  Reign,  begirt  us  round. 
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extento  capite  currentium.  The  Career  of  a Horfe 
without  a Bridle  muft  needs  be  ungrateful,  his 
Neck  being  extended  ftiff,  and  his  Nofe  thrtift 
out.  King  Alphonfo)  he  who  firft  inftituted  the 
Order  des  Chevaliers  de  la  Bande , or  de  l ’ Efcberpe 
in  Spain,  amongft  other  rules  of  the  Order  gave 
them  this.  That  they  ftiould  never  ride  Mule  or 
Mulet,  upon  penalty  of  a Mark  of  Silver; 
which  I had  lately  out  of  Guevara’ s Letters, 
which  whoever  gave  them  the  Title  of  Golden 
Bpiftles,  had  another  kind  of  opinion  of  them 
than  I have,  and  perhaps  faw  more  in  them  than 
I do.  The  Courtier  fays,  that  till  his  time  it 
was  a difgrace  to  a Gentleman  to  ride  one  of 
thefe  Creatures : But  the  Abjjfmes  on  the  contra- 
ry, as  they  are  nearer  advanc’d  to  the  Perfon  of 
Prefierjohn , do  affeft  to  be  mounted  upon  large 
Mules,  for  the  greater  Dignity  and  Grandeur. 

Xenophon  tells  us,  that  the  Adrians  were  fain  to 
keep  their  Horfes  fetter’d  in  the  Stable,  they 
Were  fo  fierce  and  vicious : and  that  it  requir'd  fo 
much  time  to  loofe  and  harnefs  theni,  that  to  a- 
void  any  diforder  this  tedious  Preparation  might 
bring  upon  them,  in  cafe  of  Surprize,  they  ne* 
ver  fat  dowil  in  their  Camp,  till  it  was  firft  well 
fortified  with  Ditches  and  Rampiers.  His  Cyrus , 
who  was  fo  great  a Matter  in  all  manner  of 
Horfe  Service,  kept  his  Horfes  to  their  ordinary, 
and  never  fuffer’d  them  to  have  any  thing  to 
eat  till  firft  they  had  earn’d  it  by  the  Sweat  of 
fome  kind  of  Exercife.  The  Scythians,  when  in 
the  Field,  and  in  Scarcity  of  Provifions,  us’d  to 
let  their  Horfes  Blood,  which  they  drank,  and 
fuftain’d  themfelves  by  that  Diet. 
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The  Scythian  alfo  comes  without  remorfe. 

Haring  before  quaffc  up  his  bleeding  Horfe. 

Thofeof  Cratta  being  beiieg’d  by  Metellm,  were 
in  fo  great  neceflity  fo*;  drink,  that  they  were 
lain  to  quench  their  Thivft  with  their  Horfes  U- 
jine ; and.  to  fhew  how  much  better  cheap  the 
Turkijb  Armies  fupport  themfelves  than  our  Ett- 
repean Force*,  ’tis  (aid,  that  befides  that  theSoul- 
diers  drink  nothing  but  Water,  and  eat  no- 
thing but  Rice  and  Salt  Flelh  pulveriz’d  (of 
which  every  one  may  eafily  carry  about  with 
him  a Months  Provifion;)  they  know  how  to 
feed  upon  the  Blood  of  their  Horfes,  as  well  as 
the  Mufcovitf  aqd  Tartar , and  fait  it  for  their  ufe. 
Thefe  new  difcover’d  People  of  the  Indict,)  when 
the  Spaniard*  firft  landed  amongft  them,  had  fo 
great  an  Opinion  both  df  the  Men  and  Horfes, 
that  they  look’d  upon  the  firft  as  Gods,  and  the 
pther  Animals  enobled  above  their  Nature.  In- 
iomuch  that  after  they  were  fubdu’d,  coming  to 
fue  for  Peace,  apd  to  bring^them  Gold  and  Pro- 
visions, they  fail’d  not  to  prefenc  of  the  fame  to 
the  Hades,  with  the  fame  kind  of  harangue  to 
them,  they  had  made  to  the  other;  interpreting 
their  neighing  for  a Language  of  Truce  and 
t'riendfhip.  In  thefe  nearer  Indies,  to  ride  upon 
an  Elephant  was  the  firft  place  of  Honour,  the 
fecond  to  ride  in  a Coach  with  four  Horfes,  the 
third  to  ride  upon  a Camel,  and  the  laft  to  be 
carried,  or  drawn  by  one  Horfe  only.  Some 
one  of  our  late  Writers  tells  us,  that  he  has  been 
in  a Country  in  thofe  Parts,  where  they  ride  up- 
on Oxen  with  Pads,  Stirrups,  and  Bridles,  and 
very  much  at  their  eafe.  J Quintus  Fabius  Maxi- 
mus Rutilianus  in  a Battle  with  the  Samnites  feeing 
his  Horfe,  after  three  or  four  Charges,  had  fail’d 
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of  breaking  into  the  Enemies  Battalion,  took 
his  Courfe,  to  make  them  unbridle  all  their 
Horfes ; fo  that  having  nothing  to  check  their 
Career,  they  might  through  Weapons  and  Men, 
open  the  way  to  his  Foot,  who  by  that  means 
gave  them  a bloody  Defeat.  The  fame  Com- 
mand was  given  by  Quintus  Fulvius  Flaccus  againft  li-y.  /. 
the  Celtiberians  : Id  cum  major e vs  (quorum  facietis, 
fi  ejfrocnatos  in  befits  equos  immittatis  : quod  Jape  Ro- 
manos equites  cum  laude  fecijfe  memorise  prodiium  efi. 
Detrathfque  freenis  bis  ultro  citrcque  cum  magna  fir  age 
bofiium,  in  frail  is  omnibus  ha  ft  is,  tranfeurrerunt.  You 
will  do  your  Bufinefs  with  greater  Advantage  of 
your  Horfes  ftrength,  if  you  fpur  them  unbrid- 
led upon  the  Enemy,  as  it  is  recorded  the  Ro- 
Ynan  Horfe  to  their  great  Glory  have  often  done. 

And  their  Bits  being  pull’d  off  without  breaking 
a Launce,  to  have  charg’d  through  and  through, 
with  greater  Slaughter  of  the  Enemy : The 
Duke  of  Mufcovy  was  anciently  oblig’d  to  pay 
this  reverence  to  the  Tartars,  that  when  they 
fent  any  one  Embafly  to  him  , he  went  out 
to  meet  them  on  foot,  and  prefented  them 
with  a Mazer,  or  Goblet  of  Mare’s  Milk  ( a 
Beverage  of  greateft  esteem  among  them  ) and 
fo  great,  that  if  in  Drinking,  a Drop  fell  by 
chance  upon  the  Horfe’s  Main,  they  thought 
themfelves  indifpenfably  bound  to  lick  it  off  with 
their  Tongue:  The  Army  that  Bajazet  had  fent 
into  Raffia , was  overwhelm’d  with  fo  dreadful  a 
Tempelt  of  Snow,  that  to  fhelter,  and  preferve 
themfelves  from  (larving,  many  ript  up,  and 
EmbovVell’d  their  Horfes,  to  creep  into  their 
Bellies,  and  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  that  Vital  Heat. 
Sajazet,  after  that  furious  Battle  wherein  he  was 
overthrown  by  Tamtrlai »,  was  in  a hopeful  way 
of  fecuring  his  own  Perfon  by  the  fleetnefs  of 
r-  • ,v  : ' ; . .. ..  . •'  an 
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an  Arabian  Mare  he  had  under  him,  had  he  not 
been  conftrain’d  to  let  her  drink  her  fill  at  the 
Ford  of  g River  in  his  way,  which  render’d  her 
fo  heavy  and  indifpos’d,  that  he  was  afterwards 
cafily  overtaken  by  thofe  that  purfu’d  him : 
They  fay,  indeed,  that  to  let  a Horfe  ftale  takes 
him  off  his  Mettle,  but  I fhould  rather  have 
thought  that  drinking  would  have  refreflit  her, 
and  reviv  d her  fpirits:  Crxfus  marching  his  Ar- 
my through  certain  Furrs,  near  Sardis,  met 
with  an  infinite  number  of  Serpents,  which  the 
Horfes  devoured  with  great  Appetite,  and 
which  Herodotus  fays  was  a Prodigy  of  ominous 
portent  to  his  Affairs.  . We  call  a Horfe  Cbeval 
entier,  that  has  his  Main,  Ears,  and  other  parts 
entire,  and  no  other  will  pafs  mufter.  The  La- 
eedxntomans  having  defeated  the  Athenians  in  Sici- 
ly, returning  Triumphant  from  the  Yi&ory  in- 
to the  City  of  Syracufa , amongft  other  Infolen* 
cies,  caus  d all  the  Horfes  they  had  taken  to  be 
inofn,  and  lied  in  Triumph.  Alexandar  fought 
with  a Nation'  call’d  Da* ; a People  whofe  Di- 
fcipline  it  was  to  march  two  and  two  together. 
Arm’d  on  Horfe-back  to  the  War;  and  being  , in 
Fight  one  always  alightfcd,  and  fo  they  fought 
one  vvhile  on  Horfe-  back  and  another  on  Foor, 
one  after  another  by  turns.  I do  not  think  that 
for  graceful  riding,  any  Nation  in  the  World 
excells  the  French ; though  a good  Horfeman, 
according  to  our  way  of  fpeaking,  feems  rather 
to  refpe#  the  Courage  of  the  Man  than  his 
Horfeman  (hip  and  Addrefs  in  riding.  Of  all 
that  ever  I faw  the  raoft  knowing  in  that  Art, 
that  had  the  beft  Seat,  and  the  beft  Method  in 
_rcaking  Horfes,  was  Monfieur  de  Camevalet,  who 
Jerved  our  King  Henry  th b Second : I have  feen 
h Man  ride  with  both  his  Feet  upon  the  Saddle, 

take 
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take  off  the  Saddle,  and  at  his  return  take  it  up 
again,  refit,  and  remount  it,  riding  all  the 
while  full  fpeed:  having  Gallopt  over  a Bonnet, 
make  at  it  very  good  Shoots,  backward  with  his 
Bow,  take  up  any  thing  from  the  Ground,  fee- 
ting  one  Foot  down,  and  the  other  in  the  Stir- 
rup ; with  twenty  other  Apes-tricks,  which  he 
got  his  living  by.  There  has  been  feen,  in  my 
time,  at  Conftantinofle,  two  Men  upon  an  Horfe, 
who  in  the  height  of  his  Speed  would  throw 
themfelves  off,  and  into  the  Saddle  again  by 
turn,  and  one  who  Bridled  and  Saddled  his 
Horfe  with  nothing  but  his  Teeth.  Another 
who  betwixt  two  Horfes,  one  Foot  upon  one 
Saddle,  and  another  upon  the  other,  carrying; 
another  upon  his  Shoulders  $ would  ride  full 
career,  the  other  Handing  bolt  upright  upon 
him,  making  very  good  Shoots  with  his  Bow. 

Several  who  would  ride  full  fpeed  with  their 
Heels  upwards,  and  their  Hands  upon  the  Sad- 
dle betwixt  feveral  Scymiters , with  the  points 
upward  fixt  in  the  Flarnefs.  When  I was  a Boy, 
the  Prince  of  Salmona , riding  a rough  Horfe  at 
Naples  to  all  his  Airs,  held  Reals  under  his  Knees 
and  Toes ; as  if  they  had  been  nail’d  there,  to 
Blew  the  Firmnefs  of  his  Seat. 


. CHAP.  XLIX. 

Of  Ancient  Cufioms. 

I Should  willingly  pardon  our  People  for  ad- 
mitting no  other  Pattern,  or  Rule  of  Per- 
fe&ion,  than  their  own  peculiar  Manners  and 
Cuftoms.  It  being  a common  Vice,  not  of  the 
vulgar  only,  but  almoft  of  all  Men,  to  walk  in. 

the  1 
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the  Beaten  Road,  their  Anceftors  have  trod  be- 
fore them : I am  content  when  they  fee  Fabrt- 
tius  or  Lelius,  that  they  look  upon  their  Counte- 
nance and  Behaviour  as  barbarous,  feeing  they 
are  neither  Cloath’d  nor  Fafhion’d  according  to 
our  Mode.  But  I find  fault  with  their  Angulari- 
ty, when  it  arrives  to  that  Degree  of  Jndifcre- 
tion,  as  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  impos’d  upon 
by  Authority  of  the  prefent  Ufance,  as  every 
Month  to  alter  their  Opinion,  if  Cuftom  fo  re- 
quire, and  that  they  fhould  fo  vary  their  Judg- 
ment in  their  own  particular  Concern:  When 
they  wore  the  Belly-pieces  of  their  Dublets  up 
as  high  as  their  Breads,  they  ftifly  maintain’d 
that  they  were  in  their  proper  place  : Some  Years 
after  they  were  flipt  down  between  their  Thighs, 
and  then  they  could  laugh  at  the  former  Fafluon 
as  uneafie  and  intolerable.  The  Fafhion  now  in 
ufe,  makes  them  abfolutely  condemn  the  other 
two,  with  fo  great  Indignation,  and  fo  univer- 
fal  Contempt,  that  a Man  wou’d  think,  there 
was  a certain  kind  of  Madnefs  crept  in  amongft 
them,  that  infatuates  their  Underftandings,  to 
this  ftrange  degree.  Now  feeing  that  our 
change  of  Falhionsis  fo  prompt  and  fudden,  that 
the  Inventions  pf  all  the  Taylors  in  the  World, 
cannot  furnifh  out  new  Whim-whams  enow  to 
feed  our  Vanity  withal  ,*  there  will  often  be  a 
neceflity,  that  the  defpifed  ones  mud  again 
come  in  Vogue,  and  even  thofe  immediately  af- 
ter fall  into  the  fame  Contempt  ,•  and  that  the 
fame  Judgment  muft,  in  the  fpace  of  Fifteen 
or  Twenty  Years,  take  up  not  only  different, 
but  contrary  Opinions,  with  an  incredible 
Ughtnefs  and  Inconftancy  : There  is  not  any 
of  us  fo  caurelous  and  difcreet,  that  fuffers  not 
himfelf  to  be  gull’d  with  this  Contradi&ion, 

and 
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and  both  in  external  and  internal  Sight  to  be 
infenfibly  blinded.  I will  here  mufter  up  forae 
old  Cuftoms,  that  I have  in  Memory,  fome  of 1 
them  the  fame  with  ours,  the  others  different,^  . .. 
to  the  end,  that  bearing  in  mind  this  continual 
variation  of  humane  things,  we  may  have  our 
Judgments  clearer,  and  more  firmly  fettled  v 
The  thing  in  ufe  amongft  us  of  fighting  with 
Rapier  and  Cloak,  was  in  Pradice  amongft  the 
Rom  am  alfo,  Sinijlris  /ages  involvant,  gladiofauc  di- 
Jirhsgunt.  They  wrapt  their  Cloaks  upon 
Left  Arm,  and  handled  the  Sword  with  the 
Right,  fays  Cafar ; And  I obferve  an  old  vici- 
ous Cuftom  of  our  Nation,  which  continues 
yet  amongft  us,  which  is  to  flop  Paflengers  we 
meet  upon  the  Road,  to  compel  them  to  give 
an  account  who  they  are  j and  to  take  it  for  an 
Injury,  and  juft  Caufe  of  Quarrel,  if  they  xe- 
fufe  to  do  it : At  the  Bath,  which  the  Ancients 
made  ufe  of  every  Day  before  they  went  to  Din- 
ner, and  as  frequently  as  we  w<afh  our  Hands, 
they  at  firft  only  bath’d  their  Arms  and  Legs  ; 
but  afterwards,  and  by  a Cuftom  that  has  con- 
tinued for  many  Ages  in  moft  Nations  of  the 
World,  they  bath’d  ftark  naked  in  mixt  and  per- 
fum’d Waters,  looking  upon  it  as  a great  Sim- 
plicity to  bathe  in  meer  Water  : The  moft  deli- 
cate and  affe&ed,  perfum’d  themfelves  all  over 
three  or  four  times  a Day.  They  often  caufed 
their  Hair  to  be  pincht  off,*  as  the  Women  of 
France  have  fome  time  fince,  taken  up  a Cuftom  ' 
to  do  their  Foreheads. 

JJ^uod  peclux,  quod  crura  tibi , ^uod  bracbia  veSh.  Mart  M*.*. 

How  dolt  thou  twitch  thy  Breaft,  thy  Arms  and*?*'  *** 

(Thighs. 

though 
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though  they  had  Ointments  proper  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Id.  lib.  6.  Vfilotro  nitet,  aut  arida  latet  abdita  cretal  , 

ff'-  9*'  .n  \pjijj.yjjjg  fhine^  or  e]fe  doth  calk, 

Her  rank  pores  up  in  a dry  Cruft  of  Chalk. 

they  delighted  to  lie  foft,  and  pretended  it  fpr  a 
great  Teftimony  of  Hardinels,  to  lie  upon  a 
Matrice.  They  did  eat  lying  upon  Beds,  much 
after  the  manner  of  the  Turks  in  this  Age. 

4 Eueid.li.Indc  t hero  pater  ts£peas  fic  orfus  ab  alto. 

Then  thus  tineas  from  his  Bed  of  State, 

Begun  Troys  Woful  Story  to  relate. 

And  ’tis  faid  of  the  younger  Cato , that  after  the 
Battel  of  Tbarfalia,  being  entred  into  a Melan- 
cholick  Difpofition,  at  the  ill  Pofture  of  the 
Publick  Affairs,  he  took  his  Repofe  always  fit- 
ting, affuming  a ftrid  and  fevere  Courfe  of 
Life.  It  was  alfo  their  Cuftom  to  kifs  the  Hands 
of  great  Perfons ; the  more  and  better  to  Ho- 
nour and  Cards  them  : And  meeting  with  their 
Equals,  they  always  Kift  in  Salutation,  as  do  the 
Venetians. 

Ovid  de  Gratatufyue  darem  cum  dulcibut  ofcula  verbis. 

kindeft  words  I would  with  Kiffes  mix. 

In  petitioning,  or  faluting  any  great  Man,  they 
us’d  to  lay  their  Hands  upon  his  Knees.  Faficles 
the  Philofopher  and  Brother  of  Crates , inftead 
of  laying  his  Hand  upon  the  Knee,  laid  it  upon 
his  private  Parts,  and  beiDg  rudely  repulft  by 

him 
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him  to  whom  he  made  that  indecent  Comple- 
ment; What,  laid  he,  is  not  that  Part  your  own 
as  well  as  tne  other  ? They  us’d  to  eat  their 
Fruits  as  we  do  after  Dinner.  They  wipt  their 
Arfes  flet  the  Ladies,  if  they  pleafe,  mince  it 
fmaller ) with  a Spunge  ; which  is  the  reafon 
that  Sfovgin  is  a fmutty  Word  in  Latin  ; Which 
Spunge  was  alfo  faftned  to  the  end  of  a Stick, 
as  appears  by  the  Story  of  him,  who,  as  he  was 
led  a|ong  to  be  thrown  to  the  wild  Beaft?  in  the 
fight  of  the  People,  asking  Leave  to  do  his  Biifi- 
nefs,  and  having  no  other  ways  to  difpatcfi 
himfelf,  forc’d  the  Spunge  and  Stick  down  hi$ 
own  Throat  and  choaked  himfelf.  They  us’d  to 
Terge  after  Coition  with  perfum’d  Wool, 


t 1 r ^ ^ » *#  r'  - * •»  1 1 j ^ ^ j 

fed  lota  mentulalana. 

‘I v • * 

Hi  tHbi I 7:1  j .thilT 

they  us’d  in  the  Streets  of  Rome,  to  place  Certain 
Veffelsand  little  Tubs,  for  Paffengers  to  Pifs  in. 


'At  tifri  n\l  faciam , 


Mart.  lit. 
11  .Bpijt. 
S°r 


* , • 

Tueri  fepe  lacum  propter , fe  ac  dolia  curt  a,  s tuertt.  /.a, 

Sottfno  devinbti  credunt , ext  oil  ere  vejiem. 


Boys  dream  of  PilTing  in  the  Tub  and  Lake,  * 
,And  find  themfolves  bepift  when  they  awake. 

* . * f 

, ’ . 1 ' » 

They  us’d  to  Collation  betwixt  Meals,  and  had 
?n  Summer  Sellars  of  Snow  to  cool  their  Wine  >• 
and  fome  there  were  who  made  ufe  of  Snow  in 
Winter,  not  thinking  their  Wine  cool  enough  at 
that  Cold  Seafon  of  the  Year,  The  Men  of 
.Quality  had  their  Cup-bearers,  and  Carvers, 
and  their  Buffoons  to  make  them  fport : They 
had  their  Meat  ferved  up  jn  Winter,;  upon 
# fort  of  Chafjing-Difhes  5 which  were  fer 
ppon  the  Table,  and  had  portable  Kitchips  ( q£ 

II  b which 
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which  I my  felf  have  feen  fome  ) wherein  all 
their  Service  was  carried  after  them.  . 

tUrt.  I j.Has  ’vobts  tpulas  babete  lauti. 

47-  Not  offendimus  ambulant e Coma. 

Thofe  Feafts,  by  you,  indeed,  are  highly  priz’d 
At  walking  Suppers  we  are  fcandaliz’d. 

In  Summer  they  had  a Contrivance,  to  bring 
Frefti  and  dear  Rills  through  their  lower  Rooms, 
wherein  were  great  ftore  of  living  Fifh,  which 
the  Guefts  took  out  with  their  own  Hands  to  be 
dreft ; every  Man  according  to  his  own  liking. 
Filh  has  ever  had  this  Preeminence,  and  keeps 
it  ftill,  that  the  great  ones  all  pretend  to  be 
Cooks  in  their  favour,  and  indeed  the  Tafte  is 
more  delicate,  than  that  of"  Fldh,  at  leaft  to  me. 
But  in  all  forts  of  Magnificence,  Debauchery, 
and  voluptuous  Inventions  of  Effeminacy  and 
Expence,  we  do  in  truth  all  we  can  to  parallel 
them,  for  our  Wills  are  as  corrupt  as  theirs : 
But  we  want  power  to  reach  them  ,*  ahd  our 
Force  is  no  more  able  to  reach  them  in  their 
Vicious,  than  in  their  Vertuous  Qualities , for 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  proceed  from  a 
Vigour  of  Soul,  which  was  without  Comparifon 
greater  in  them,  than  in  us : And  Souls  by  how 
much  the  weaker  they  are,  by  fo  much  have 
they  left  power  to  do,  very  well,  or  very  ill:  The 
higheft  Place  of  Honour  amongft  them  was  the 
Middle  ; the  Name  going  before,  and  that  fol- 
lowing after,  either  in  writing  or  fpeaking,  had 
no  Signification  of  Grandeur,  as  is  evident  by 
their  Writings,  they  will  fooner  fay  Oppius  and 
Ctefar,  than  Cafar  and  Oppius , and  me,  and  thee, 
than  thee,  and  me,  which  is  the  reafon  that 
• • k made 
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made  me  formerly  take  notice  in  the  Life  of 
Flaminius , in  our  French  Plutarch,  of  one  Paflage, 
where  it  feems  as  if  the  Author,  fpeaking  of 
the  Jealoufie  of  Honour^  betwixt  the  tolians 
tind  Romans , about  the  winkling  of  a Battel,  they 
had  with  their  joint  Forces  obtain’d,  made  it  of 
fome  Importance,  that  in  Greek  Songs,  they 
had  put  the  zAEtolians  before  the  Romans : If  there 
be  no  Amphibology,  or  double  Dealing  in  the 
Words  of  the  French  Tranflation,  an  Inftanceof 
which  I prefent  you  out  of  Plutarch , thougji 
Monfieur  de  Montaigne  did  hot  think  ;t  Worth  tCr 
peating.  5 c • 1 ** 

Here  ( Friendly  Paffengerf)-  we  Bisried  lie,  J’  :'/i  tht.vit. 
'Without  Friends , Tears,  or  Funral  Obfequie,  Vi  ''  Tn.Sluint. 
Full  thrrtyihoufand  Mm  in  Rat teb (lain  ^ 1 ' f^mn!Uh 

By  the  JLtdlians,  on  Theflaiian  Plain , 1 

And  La  wines/  whom  Flaminius  led  on , o:  ; • - * ••  J 

And  brought  from  Italy  to  Macedon. 

With  bis  fierctValour,  when  faint  Philip  fled ' * _*  ' 

With  greater  fpeed  to  fave  his  tim  rous  Head, ' - 
Than  Hart  or  Hind , when  Dogs  ufon  the  Trace , f y \ 

Through  Woods  furfue  them  with  a full  Cry  Cbacef 

The  Ladies  in  their  Baths,  made  no  fcruple  of 
admitting  Men  amongft  them,  and  moreover 
made  ufe  of  their  Serving-men  to  Rub  and  A- 
nointthem : , i 

Jnguina  fuccincfus  nigra  tihi  fervus  all  tit  a Mart.  lik. 

Statj  quoties  calidis  nuda  (overis  aquis.  ipig. 


They  all  powdered  themfelves  with  a certain 
Powder,  to  moderate  their  Sweats.  The  Anci- 

- Ji  h z ent  ) 
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ent  Gauls , fays  Sidonius  Apollinaris , wore  thefr 
Hair  long  before,  and  the  hinder  part  of  the 
Head  cut  fhort,  a Fafhion  that  begins  to  be  re- 
viv’d in  this  Vicious  and  Effeminate  Age.  The 
Remans  us’d  to  pay  the  Watermen  their  Fare,  at 
their  firft  fteping  into  the  Boat,  which  we  ne- 
ver  do  till  after  Landing. 

> * 

ft*.  lib- 1.  Dum  as  exigitur , dum  mula  ligatur , 

Ssf-  5*  Tot  a abit  bora . . 

r . , * i »)  * ' ’»  '*  . • 

Whilft  the  Fare’s  paying,  and  the  Mule  is  ty’d, 

A whole  Hour’s  time  at  lead  away  doth  Aide. 

The  Women  us’d  to  lie  on  that  fide  the  Bed, 
next  the  Wall : And  for  that  reafon,  they  call’d 
* .1  Cafar,  'Spondam  Regis  Nicomedis , one  of  the 
greateft  Blemifhes  in  his  Life,  and  that  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  his  Soldiers  to  fing  to  his  Face, 

. ’ _ t % y , ; . . 

Suet,  in  Gallias  Cafar  fubegit,  Nicomedes  Cafarem. 
vita  Caf* 

Cafar  the  Gaul’s  fubdu’d,  ’tis  true. 

But  Nicomedes  Cafar' did  fubdue. 

Id.  e*J.  not  £cce  Cafar  nunc  triumph  at,  qui  fubegit  Gallias , 
Nicomedes  non  triumph  at,  qui  fubegit  Cafarem. 

See  Cafar.  Triumphs  now  for  Con qu ’ring  Gaul, 
For  Conqu’ring  him,  King  Nicomede  at  all 
No  Triumph  has. 

. i 

They  took  Breath  in  their  Drinking,  and  dalh’d 
their  Wine,  . 

Star.  lli.  J.  -guispuerociut 

isdt  1 1-  Refinguet  ardentis  falemi 

• Toctila  pratereunte  Ijmfba  ? ,,  <_...  •:  t\ 

What 
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What  pretty  Boy’s  at  Leifure  to  come  in. 

And  cool  the  Heat  of  the  Salemian  Wine, 

With  the  clear  gliding  Stream  ? 

• : • ' ■ r > * • r .•  ’ • 

And  the  Roguifh  Looks  and  Geftures  of  our 
Lacquey’s  was  alfo  inufe  amongft  them. 


. ♦'!  C> 0 r »/  " 

O Jane,  a tergo  quern  nulla  ciconia  finftt,  - , 

Nec  inanus  auriculas  imitata  eft  mobilis  albas , 

Nec  lingua  quantum  fttiet  cants  Afula  tantum. 

O Janus,  who  both  ways  a Spy  doft  wear,  r<rfi* 
So  that  no  Scoffer,  though  behind  thee,  dare 
Make  a Stork’s-Bill,  Afs-Ears,  orfarmore  long. 
Than  thirfty  panting  Curs,  fhoot  out  his  Tongue. 


The  Argian  and  Roman  Ladies  always  Mourn  d 
in  White,  as  ours  did  formerly  here  ; and  fhould 
do  (till,  were  1 to  Govern  in  this  point.  But 
there  are  whole  Books  of  this  Argument. 


CHAP.  L. 

Of  Democritus  and  Heraclitus. 

THE  Judgment  is  an  Utenfil  proper  for  all 
Subje&s,  and  will  have  an  Oar  in  every 
thing  t Which  is  the  reafon,  that  in  thefe  Ef- 
fays  I take  hold  of  all  Occafions.  Where, 
though  it  happen  to  be  a Subject  1 do  not  very 
well  underftand,  I try  however,  founding  it  at 
a diftance,  and  finding  it  too  deep  for  my  Sta- 
ture, I keep  me  on  the  firm  Shoar : And  this 
knowledge  that  a Man  can  proceed  no  further, 
is  one  effed  of  its  Vertue,  even  in  the  molt  in- 
confidcring  fort  of  Men.  One  while  in  an  idle 
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and  frivolous  fubje<ft,  I try  to  find  out  Matter 
whereof  to  compofe  a Body,  and  then  to  prop, 
and  fupporf  it.  Another  while  I employ  it  in  a 
noble  fubje<ft,  one  that  has  been  toft  and  tum- 
bled by  a Thouland  Hands,  wherein  a Man  can 
hardly  pofltbly  introduce  any  thing  of  his  own, 
the  way  being  fo  beaten  oh  every  fide,  that  he 
muft  of  neceffity  walk  in  the  fteps  of  another. 
In  fuch  a cafe,  ’tis  the  work  of  the  Judgment  to 
take  the  way  that  feeriis  beft,  and  of  a thou- 
fand  Paths,  to  determine  that  this  or  that,  was 
the  beft  chofeo.  , I leave  the  choice  of  my  Ar- 
guments to  Fortune,  and  take  that  (he  firft  pre- 
fentsme  ,*  they  are  all  alike  to  me,  I never  de- 
fign  to  go  through  any  of  them  ; for  I nevef 
fee  all  of  any  thing : Neither  do  they  who  fo 
largely  promife  to  (hew  it  others.  Of  a hun- 
dred Members  and  Faces  that  every  thing  has* 
I take  one,  one  while  to.lopk  it  over  only,  ano- 
ther while  to  ripple  up  the  Skin,  and  fametimes 
to  pinch  it  to  the  Bones : I give  a Stab,  not  fo 
/ wide,  but  as  deep  as  I can  ,•  and  am  for  the 
moft  part,  tempted  to  take  it  in  Hand  by  fame 
abfolute  Gracefulnefs  I difcover  in  it.  Did  I 
know  my  felf  lefs,  I might,  perhaps,  venture 
to  handle  fomething  or  other  to  the  bottom* 
and  to  be  deceiv’d  in  my  own  Inability,  but 
fprinkling  here  one  Word,  and  there  another* 
Patterns  cut  from  feveral  Pieces,  and  Scatter’d 
without  defign,  and  without  engaging  my  felf 
too  far,  I am  not  refponfible  for  them,  or  oblig’d 
to  keep  clofe  to  my  Subject,  without  varying  at 
my  own  Liberty  and  Pleafure,  and  giving  up 
my  felf  to  doubt  and  incertainty,  and  to  my 
own  governing  Method,  Ignorance.  All  Mo- 
tion difcovers  us.  The  very  fame  Soul  of  Cafar9 
that  made  it  felf  fo  Confpicuous  in  Marlhalling 

and 
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and  Commanding  the  Battle  of  Thar  falls,  was 
alfo  feen  as  Solicitous  and  Bufie  in  the  iofter  Af- 
fairs of  Love.  A Man  makes  a Judgment  of  a 
Horfe,  not  only  by  feeing  his  Menage  in  his 
Airs,  but  by  his  very  walk,  nay,  and  by  feeing 
him  Hand  in  the  Stable.  Amongft  theFundions 
of  the  Soul,  there  are  fome  of  a lower  and 
meaner  Form,  who  does  not  fee  her  in  thofe 
Inferior  Offices,  as  well  as  thofe  of  nobler 
Note,  never  fully  difcover  her  ,*  and  peradven- 
ture,  fhe  is  beft  difcover’d,  where  fhe  moves 
her  own  natural  Pace.  The  Winds  of  Paffions 
take  moft  hold  of  her  in  her  higheft  Flights ; 
and,  the  rather,  by  reafon  that  fhe  wholly  ap- 
plies herfelf  to,  and  exercifes  her  whole  Vertue 
upon  every  particular  Subjedf,  and  never  han- 
dles more  than  one  thing  at  a time,  and  that  not 
according  to  it,  but  according  to  herfelf.  Things 
in  refped:  to  themfelves , have  peradventure 
their  Weight,  Meafures  and  Conditions ; but 
when  we  once  take  them  into  us,  the  Soul 
forms  them  as  fhe  pleafes.  Death  is  Terrible  to 
Cicero , Coveted  by  Cato>  and  Indifferent  to  So- 
crates.  Health,  Confcience,  Authority,  Know- 
ledge, Riches,  Beauty,  and  their  Contraries,  do 
all  ftrip  themfelves  at  their  entering  into  us,  and 
receive  a new  Robe,  and  of  another  Fafhion, 
from  every  diftindfc  Soul,  and  of  what  Colour, 
Brown,  Bright,  Green,  Dark  ,*  and  Quality, 
Sharp,  Sweet,  Deep,  or  fuperficial,  as  beft 
pleafes  them,  for  they  are  not  yet  agreed  upon 
any  common  Standard  of  Forms,  Rules,  or 
Proceedings  ,•  every  one  is  a Queen  in  her  own 
Dominions.  Let  us  therefore  no  more  excule 
our  felves  upon  the  External  Qualities  of  things. 
It  belongs  to  us  to  give  our  felves  an  account  of 
H h 4 them. 
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them.  Our  good  or  ill>  has  no  other  depen- 
dance  but  on  our  felvesi  ’Tis  there  that  our  Of- 
ferings and  our  Vows  are  due,  and  not  to  For- 
tune : She  has  no  power  over  our  Manners,  on 
the  contrary,  they  draw,  and  make  her  follow 
in  their  Train,  and  call  her  in  their  own  Mould. 
Why  fhould  not  I Cenfure  Alexander , Roaring 
and  Drinking  at  the  prodigious  rate  hefometimes 
us’d  to  do  i Or,  if  he  plaid  at  Chefs,  what 
firing  of  his  Soul  was  not  touch’d  by  this  idle 
and  Childifh  Game  ? I hate  and  avoid  it,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  Play  enough,  that  it  is  too 
grave  and  ferious  a Diveriion,  and  I am  a- 
fliam’d  to  lay  out  as  much  Thought  and  Study 
upon  thar,  as  would  ferve  to  much  better  ufes. 
He  did  not  more  pump  his  Brains  about  his  Glo- 
rious Expedition  into  the  Indies ; and  another  that 
I will  not  name,  took  not  more  pains  to  unra- 
vel a paflage,  upon  which  depends  the  fafety 
of  all  Mankind.  To  what  a degree  then  does 
this  ridiculous  Diverfion  moleft  the  Soul,  when 
all  her  Faculties  fhallbefummon’d  together  upon 
this  Trivial  Account  ? And  how  fair  an  oppor- 
tunity fhe  herein  gives  every  one  to  know,  and 
to  make  a right  Judgment  of  himfelf  ? 1 do  not 
more  throughly  fife  m.y  felf  in  any  other  pofture, 
than  this.  What  Paffion  are  we  exempted  from 
in  this  infignificant  Game  ? Anger,  Spite,  Ma- 
lice, Impatience,  and  a vehement  defire  of  get- 
ting the  better  in  a concern,  wherein  it  were 
more  excufable,  to  be  Ambitious  of  being  over- 
come : For  to  be  Eminent,  and  to  excell  above 
the  common  rate  in  frivolous  things,  is  nothing 
graceful  in  a Man  of  Quality  and  Honour. 
What  1 fay  in  this  Example,  may  be  faid  in  ail 
others.  Every  Particle,  every  Employment  of 
; Man^ 
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Man,  does  Exalt  or  Accufe  him,  equally  with 
any  other.  Detnocritus  and  Heraclitus  were  T wp 
Philosophers,  of  which,  the  firft  finding  Hu- 
' mane  Condition  Ridiculous  and  Vain,  never 
appear’d  abroad,  but  with  a Jeering  and  Laugh- 
ing Countenance  : Whereas  Heraclitus  Commi- 
ferating  that  Condition  of  ours^  appear’d  always 
with  a Sorrowful  Look,  and  Tears  in  hisEyes. 

■ ■■  1-1  ■■ — 1 — — Alter  Juven.  Satl 

Ridebat  quoties  d limine  mover  at  unum  |o. 

Trotuleratque  pedem,  fiebat  contrarius  alter. 

.One  always,  when  he  o’er  his  Threfhold  ftepf^' 

Laugh’d  at  the  World,  the  other  always  Wept. 

I am  clearly  for  the  firft  Humour  ^ not  becaufe 
- it  is  more  pleafant  to  Laugh,  than  to  Weep  $ 
but  becaufe  it  is  Ruder,  and  exprefies  more 
Contempt  than  the  other ; becaufe  I think  we 
can  never  be  fufficiently  defpis’d  to  our  defert. 
Compaflion  and  Bewailing  fpem  to  imploy 
fome  Efteem  of,  and  Value  for  the  thing  Be- 
moan’d : Whereas  the  things  we  L&ughi  at,  are 
by  that  expreft  to  be  of  no  Moment  or  Repute. 

I do  not  think  that  we  are  fo  Unhappy,  as  we 
areVain,  or  have  in  us  fo  much  Malice,  as  Folly  ; 
we  are  not  fo  full  of  Mifchief,  as  Inanity  : Nor 
fo  Miferable,  as  we  are  Vile  and  Mean.  And 
therefore  Diogenes , who  paft  away  his  time  in 
rowling  himfelf  in  his  Tub,  and  made  nothing 
of  the  Great  Alexander , efteeming  us  no  better 
than  Flies,  or  Bladders  puft  up  with  Wind,  was 
a fharper,  and  more  penetrating,  and  confe- 
quentlyin  my  opinion,  ajufterjudge,  thanTi'- 
mon  furnam’d  the  Man-Hater ; for  what  a Man 
Hates  he  lays  to  Heart : This  laft  W3S  an  Ene- 
my to  all  Mankind,  did  pofitively  defire  our 
. . - •“  , • Ruin, 
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Ruin,  and  avoided  our  Convention  as  dan- 
gerous, proceeding  from  wicked  and  deprav’d 
Natures : The  other  valu’d  us  fo  little,  that  we 
could  neither  trouble  nor  infeft  him,  by  our 
Contagion ; and  left  us  to  herd  with  one  ano- 
ther, not  out  of  Fear,  but  Contempt  of  our 
Society  : Concluding  us  as  incapable  of  doing 
Good,  as  HI  Of  the  fame  Strain  was  Statilim’s 
Anfwer,  when  Brutus  cotirted  him  into  the 
Confpiracy  againft  Cafar : He  -was  fatisfyd  that 
the  EnttrprizA  -was  jufi  ,•  but  he  did  not  think  Man- 
kind fo  confidtruble , as  to  deferve  a Wife  Man  s Con- 
cern : According  to  the  Do&rine  of  Hegtfias  | 
who  faid.  That  a Wife  Man  ought  to  do  nothing  hut 
for  himfelfy  forafmucb  as  he  only  ■was  -worthy  of  it  : 
And  to  the  Saying  of  Theodorus , That  it  was  not 
reafonab-le  a Wife  Man  fliould  hazard  himftlf  for  bis 
Country , and  endanger  Wifdom  for  a Company  of 
Fools.  Our  Condition  is  as  ridiculous  as  rifible. 

% t • 

- --  - . - - - 

CHAP.  LI. 

Of  the  Vanity  of  Words. 

A Rhetorician  of  Times  paft,  faid.  That  to 
make  little  Things  appear  great,  was 
his  Profeffion.  This  is  a Shooe-maker,  who  can 
make  a great  Shooe  for  a little  Foot.  They 
would  in  Sparta  have  fent  fuch  a Fellow  to  be 
whip’d,  for  making  Profeffion  of  a lying  and 
deceitful  Art : And  I fancy,  that  Arcbidamus , 
who  was  King  of  that  Country,  was  a little 
furpriz’d  at  the  Anfwer  of  Thucydides , when  en- 
quiring of  him,  which  was  the  better  Wreftler, 
Fericles , or  he  ; he  reply’d,  That  it  was  hard  to 
affirm  ,•  for  when  I have  thrown  him,  faid  he. 


Digitized  by  Google 


f I.  Of  the  Vanity  of  Words. 461 

always  perfuades  the  Spe&ators  that  he  had 
no  Fall,  and  carries  away  the  Prize.  They 
who  paint,  pounce,  and  plaifter  up  the  Ruins 
of  Women,  filling  up  their  Wrinckles  and  De- 
formities, are  lefs  to  blame ; becaufc  it  is  no 
great  matter,  whether  we  fee  them  in  their 
natural  Complexions,  or  no.  Whereas  thefe 
make  it  their  Bufinefs  to  deceive , not  our 
Sight  only,  but  our  Judgments,  and  to  adulter- 
rate  and  corrupt  the  very  Eflence  of  Things. 

The  Repnblicks  that  have  maintain’d  themfelves 
in  a regular  and  well  modell’d  Government, 
filch  as  thofe  of  Lacedaemon  and  Creet,  had  Ora- 
tors in  no  very  great  Efteem.  Arifto  did  wifely 
define  Rhetorick  to  be  a Science  to  perfuade  the 
People  ; Socrates  and  Flato,  an  Art  to  flatter  and 
deceive  : And  thofe  who  deny  it  in  the  general 
Defcription,  verify  it  throughout  in  their  Pre- 
cepts. The  Mahometans  will  not  fuffer  their 
Children  to  be  inftrucfced  in  it,  as  being  ufelefs ; 
and  the  Athenians  perceiving  of  how  pernicious 
Confequence  the  Pra&ice  of  it  was,  it  being 
in  their  City  of  univerfal  Efteem*  order’d  the 
principal  part,  which  is  to  move  Affe&ions, 
with  their  Exordiums  and  Perorations,  to  be 
taken  away.  ’Tis  an  Engine  invented,  to  ma- 
nage and  govern  a diforderly  and  tumultuous 
Rabble,  and  that  never  is  made  ufe  of  but  like 
Phyfick  to  the  Sick,  in  the  Paroxifms  of  a dif- 
compos’d  Eftate.  In  thofe,  where  the  Vulgar, 
or  the  Ignorant,  or  both  together,  have  been  all 
powerful,  and  able  to  give  the  Law,  as  in  thofe 
of  Athens,  Rhodes , and  Rome , and  where  the 
Publick  Affairs  have  been  in  a continual  Tem* 
pelt  of  Commotion,  to  fuch  Places  have  the 
Orators  always  repair’d.  And,  in  truth,  we 
Ihall  find  few  Perfons  in  thofe  Republicks,  who 

have 
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have  pulh’d  their  Fortunes  to  any  great  degree 
of  Eminence,  without  the  Afltftance  of  Elocu- 
tion : Tom  fey,  Cafat , Crajfus , Luculhts , Lent  ulus, 
and  Mctellus,  have  thenpe  taken  their  chiefeft 
Spring  to  mount  to  that  degree  of  Authority, 
to  which  rhey  did  at  laft  arrive  / making  it  of 
greater  ufe  to  them  than  Arms,  Contrary  to 
the  Opinion  of  better  Times.  For  L.  Volumnitts 
fpeaking  piiblickly  in  Favour  of  the  Ele&ion  of 
Eabius,  and  Tub.  Decius , to  the  Confular  Dig* 
nity  ; Thefe  are  Men,  faid  he,  born  for  War, 
and  great  in  Execution,  in  the  Combat  of  the 
Tongue  altogether  to  feek  ; Spirits  truly  Con- 
fular. The  Subtle,  Eloquent,  and  Learned, 
are  only  good  for  the  City,  to  make  Praetors  of, 
to  adminifter  Juftice.  Eloquence  flourifh’d  moft 
at  #omt ?,  when  the  Publick  Affairs  were  in  the 
worft  Condition,  and  the  Republick  moft  dif. 
quieted  with  inteftine  Commotions,  as  a frank 
and  untill’d  Soil  bears  the  worft  Weeds.  By 
which  it  Ihould  feem,  that  a Monarchical  Go- 
vernment has  lefs  need  of  it,  than  any  other ; 
For  the  Brutality  and  Facility,  natural  to  the 
common  People,  and  that  render  them  fubjetft 
to  be  turn’d  and  twin’d,  and  led  by  the  Ears,  by 
this  charming  Harmony  of  Words,  without 
weighing  or  confidertng  the  Truth  and  Reality 
of  Things  by  the  Force  of  Reafon  : This  Fa- 
cility, I lay,  is  not  eafily  found  in  a lingle  Per- 
fon,  and  it  is  alfo  more  eafy,  by  good  Educa- 
tion and  Advice,  to  fecure  him  from  the  Im- 
preffion  of  this  Poifon.  There  was  never  any 
famous  Orator  known  to  come  out  of  Perfia  or 
Macedon. 

I have  enter’d  into  this  Difcourfe  upon  the 
Occafion  of  an  Italian  I lately  receiv’d  into  my 
Service,  ana  who  was  Clerk  of  the  Kitchen  tfc 

the 
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the  late  Cardinal  Caraffa  till  his  Death.  I 
put  this  Fellow  upon  an  Account  of  his  Office  ; 

Where  he  fell  to  difcourfe  of  this  Palate  Science, 
with  fuch  a fettled  Countenance,  and  Magifte- 
rial  Gravity,  as  if  he  had  been  handling  fome 
profound  Point  of  Divinity.  He  made  a Learn- 
ed Diftin&ion  of  the  feveral  forts  of  Appetites, 
of  that  a Man  has  before  he  begins  to  eat,  and 
. of  thofe  after  the  fecond  and  third  Service : 

The  Means  limply  to  fatisfy  the  firft,  and  then 
t6  raife  and  acuaee  the.  other  two : The  or- 
dering of  the  Sawces,  firft  in  general,  and  then 
proceeded  to  the  Qualities  of  the  Ingredients, 
and  their  Effe&s ; The  Differences  of  Sallets* 
according  to  their  Seafons,  which  ought  to  be 
ferv’d  up  hot,  and  which  cold : The  Manner 
of  their  Garniftment  and  Decoration,  to  render 
them  yet  more  acceptable  to  the.  Eye?  After 
which  he  enter’d  upon  the  Order  of  the  whole 
Service,  full  of  weighty  and  important  Con-* 
^derations. 

•'*  •'  ••  . ’7  ■ ' , . . * \ . ' 

’•* ' ■'  — Nec  minim  fane  difertmine  refert  5 i Juvenl 

J$uo  geftu  le fores , & quo gall'tna  fecetuK  * : f . - ' S4t-  5- 

* • i.>  . ;■» 

Nor  with  IeTs  Criticifm  did  obferve.  • : , 

How  we  a Hare,  and  how  a Hen  ffiould  carve. 

f • » . « » 1 

And  all  this  fet  out  with  lofty  and  magnifick 
Words ; the  very  fame  we  make  ufe  of,  when 
we  difcourfe  of  the  Regiment  of  an  Empire. 

Which  Learned  Le&ure  of  my  Man,  brought 
this  of  'Terence  into  my  Memory. 

Hoc  falfum  eft , hoc  aduftum  eft , hoc  lautuw  eft  fsrum,  jtr,  Addf. 
Jllud  rttli  iterum  fic  memento r fedulo  Jtf.  3. 

Mm  to  qua  pojjum  fro  me  a fapientia , *• 

Foftrerno 
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Poflremo  tanquam  in  fpeculum,  in  patinas,  Demea , 
Infpictre  jubeo , & moneo  quid  fatto  ufus  Jit. 

This  is  coo  fait,  this  burnt,  this  is  too  plain,, 

That’s  well,  remember  to  do  fo  again. 

Thus  do  I ftill  advifeto  have  Things  fit. 

According  to  the  Talent  of  my  Wit. 

And  then  (my  Demea ) I command  my  Cook, 

That  into  ev'ry  Difh  he  pry  and  look. 

As  if  it  were  a Mirror,  and  go  on 

To  order  all  Things,  as  they  ftiould  be  done. 

* * ' » 
And  yet  even  the  Greeks  themfelves  did  very 
much  admire,  and  highly  applaud  the  Order 
and  Difpofition  that  Paulus  tAlmilius  obferv’d 
in  the  Feaft  he  made  them  at  his  Return  from 
Macedon  : But  I do  not  here  (peak  of  Effe<5fcs, 

I fpeak  of  Words  only.  I do  not  know  whe*-  i 
ther  it  may  have  the  fame  Operation  upon 
other  Men  that  it  has  upon  me  : But  when  I 
hear  our  Archite&s  thunder  out  their  Bombaft 
Words  of  Pilafiers,  Architraves , and  Cornices , of 
.-  the  Corinthian  and  Dorick  Orders,  and  fuchlike 
Stuff,  my  Imagination  is  prefently  poffefs’d  with 
the  Palace  of  Apollidonius  in  Amadis  de  Gaule  } 
when,  after  all,  I find  them  but  the  paultry 
Pieces  of  my  own  Kitchen- Door.  And  to 
hear  Men  talk  of  Metonimies , Metaphors , and  Al- 
legories, and  other  Grammar  Words,  would  not 
a Man  think  they  fignify’d  fome  rare  and  ex- 
otick Form  of  fpeaking  ? And  this  other  is 
a Gullery  of  the  fame  Stamp,  to  call  the  Offices 
of  our  Kingdom  by  the  lofty  Titles  of  the  Ro- 
mans, tho’  they  have  no  Similitude  of  Fun&ion,  i 
and  yet  lefs  Authority  and  Power.  And  this 
alfo,  which  I doubt  will  one  Day  turn  to  the 
Reproach  of  this  Age  of  ours,  unworthily  and 
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indifferently  to  confer  upon  any  we  think  fit, 
the  moft  glorious  Surnames  with  which  Anti- 
quity honour’d  but  one  or  two  Perfons  in  fede- 
ral Ages.  Plato  carry’d  away  the  Surname  of 
Divine,  by  fo  univerfal  a Confent,  that  never 
any  one  repin’d  at  k,  or  attempted  to  take  it 
from  him : And  yet  the  Italians,  who  pretend, 
and  with  good  reafon,,  to  more  fprightly  Wits, 
and  founder  Difcourfes,  than  the  other  Nations 
of  their  Time,  have  lately  honour’d  Aretine  with 
the  fame  Title ; in  whofe  Writings,  fave  a 
tumid  Phrafe,  fet  out  with  fmart  Periods,  in- 
genious indeed,  but  far  fetch’d  , and  fanta- 
Jtick,  and  the  Eloquence  ( be  it  what  it  will ) 
I fee  nothing  in  him  above  the  ordinary  Wri- 
ters of  hisTinje,  fo  far  is  he  from  approaching 
the  Ancient  Divinity.  And  we  make  nothing 
of  giving  the  Surname  of  Great  to  Princes,  that 
have  nothing  in  them  above  a Popular  Gran- 
deur.!' ‘ . tV*.'  j - . . 1 , ' 


C vHL  A P...  LII.  i 


Of  the  Parftmny  of  the  Ancients. 


ATtilius  Regulus,  General  of  the  Roman  Ar- 
my in  Africk,  in  the  height  of  all  his 
Glory  and  Vi&ories  over  the  Carthaginians , 
writ  to  the  Republick  to  acquaint  them,  that 
a certain  Hind  he  had  left  in  Truft  with  his 
whole  Eftate,  which  was  in  all  but  Seven 
Acres  of  Land,  was  run  away  with  all  his  In- 
ftruments  of  Husbandry,  entreating  therefore,« 
that  they  would  pleafe  to  call  him  Home,  thae 
he  might  take  order  in  his  own  Affairs,  left 
his  Wife  and  Children  fhould  fuffer  by  this 
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Difafter : Whereupon  the  Senate  appointed  ano- 
ther to  manage  his  Bufinefe,  caus’d  his  Lofifes 
to  be  made  good,  and  order’d  his  Family  to  be 
maintain’d  at  the  Publick  Expence.  The  Elder 
Cato  returning  Conful  from  Spain,  fold  his  Horfe 
of  Service,  to  fave  the  Money  it  would  have 
coft  in  bringing  him  back  by  Sea  into  Italy  ; 
and  being  Governour  of  Sardignia,  made  all  his 
Vifits  on  foot,  without  other  Train,  than  one 
Officer  of  the  Republick,  that  carry’d  his  Robe 
and  a Cenfer  for  Sacrifices  ,•  and,  for  the  moft 
part,  carry’d  his  Mail  himfelf;  He  bragg’d,  tha? 
he  had  never  worn  a Gown  that  coft  above 
Ten  Crowns,  nor  had  ever  fent  above  Ten 
Pence  to  the  Market  for  one  D?y?s  Provifion  $ 
and  that  as  to  his  Country  Houfes,  he  had  not 
one  that  was  rough  caft  on  the  Out-fide.  Sci- 
pio  tsEmil'uivm , after  two  Triumphs,  and  two 
Confulfhips,  went  an  Embaffy  with  no  more 
than  Seven  Servants  in  his  Train.  ’Tis  faid,  that 
Homer  had  never  more  than  one,  Tlato  three; 
and  Zeno,  Founder  of  the  Se&  of  Stoicks , none 
at  all.  Tiberius  Gracchus  was  allow’d  but  Five 
Pence  Half-penny  a.  Day,  when  employ’d  as 
Publick  Minifter  about  the  Publick  Affairs,  and 
being  at  that  time  the  greateft  Man  of  Rome. 

• "1 — i — " — - 1 * n ^ ' * - - - - ' 1 

* J T C H A R “:  LHI/  : . • 

• . . ’ ; • • V j l*  \ 

, . i Of  a Saying  of  Gsefar.  rr-  .• 

' i ! -V 

IF  we  would  fometimes  beftow  a little  Con- 
fideration  upon  our  felves,  and  employ  the 
Time  we  fpend  in  prying  into  other  Mens 
A&ions,  and  difcovering  Things  without  us, 
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in  examining  our  own  Abilities,  we  fhould  foon 
perceive  of  how  infirm  and  decaying  Materi- 
als this  Fabrick  of  ours  is  compos’d.  Is  it  not 
a Angular  Teftimony  of  Imperfection,  that  we 
cannot  eftablilh  our  Satisfaction  in  any  one 
Thing,  and  that  even  our  own  Fancy  and  De- 
fire, mould  deprive  us  of  the  Power  to  choofe 
what  is  moft  proper  and  ufeful  for  us  ? A very 
good  Proof  of  this,  is  the  great  Difpute  that 
has  ever  been  amongft  the  Philofophers,  of 
finding  out  a Man’s  principal  arid  fovereign 
Good,  that  continues  yet,  and  will  eternally 

continue,  without  Refolutiori  or  Accord. 

• * • 

• —Bum  abefi  quod  avemus , id  exuperare  •v'tdetur , Cucret.l. 3* 

Cater  a,  pojk  aliud  cum  contigit  illud  avemus, 

Et  Jitis  aqua  tenet. 

The  abfent  thing  we  covet,  beft  doth  feem. 

The  next, that  comes  captivates  our  Efteem 
At  the  fame  rate.  , j . • , — 

• : , ;•  ;•  •'  '■  '•  «'*  1 * ••  • • - * 

Whatever  it  is  that  falls  intd  our  Knowledge 
and  Poflfeflton,  we  find  that  it  fatisfies  not,  and 
Rill  pant  after  Things  to  come,  and  unknown  : 

By  reafon  the  prpfent  do  not  fatiate  and  glut 
us : not  that,  in  my  Judgment,  they  have  not 
in  them  wherewith  to  do  it,  but  becaufe  we 
feize  them  with  an  unruly  and  immoderate 
Hafte.  ; 

Nam  cum  uidit  hie  ad  •viclum  qua  flagitat  ufust  Lutnt , 

Et  per  qua  pojjent  Nit  am  confiftere  tutamt 
Omnia  jam  firme  mortalibus  ejfe  parata  : 

Divitiis  homines , & honor t & laude  potentes 
Affluere,  atque  bona  natorum  excellerefamas 
Nec  minus  ej]e  domi  cuiquam  tamen  anxia  cor  da y 
Atque  animism  infejUs  cogs  fervire  qutrelis : 
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InteUexit  ibi  'vltiufa  <uas  facers  ij>futn3 

Omniaque  illius  vitio  corrumpitur  intus 

®u*  collataforis , & commoda  cpuacpuc  zienirent. 

For  when  he  law  all  Tilings  that  had  regard 
To  Life’s  Subfiftence  for  Mankind  prepar’d. 
That  Men  in  Wealth  and  Honours  did  abound. 
Had  hopeful  Iflue  let  their  Tables  round ; 

And  yet  had  Hearts  as  anxious  as  before. 
Murmuring  amidft  their  Happlnefs  and  Store : 
He  then  perceiv’d  the  Veffel  was  to  blame. 

And  gave  a Smatch  to  ail  into  it  came. 

That  thither  from  without  him  was  convey’d. 
To  have  him  happy  and  contented  made. 

Our  Appetite  is  irrefolute  and  fickle,  it  can 
neither  keep  nor  enjoy  any-thing  gracefully, 
and  as  it  ftiould : And  Man  concluding  it  to 
be  the  Fault  of  the  Things  he  is  poffels’d  of, 
fills  himfelf  with,  and  feeds  himfelf  upon,  the 
Idea  of  Things  he  neither  knows  nor  under- 
ftands,  to  which  he  devotes  his  Hopes  and  his 
Defires,  paying  them  all  Reverence  and  Ho- 
nour, according  to  the  Saying  of  C*far3  Com- 
muni  ft  vitio  nature  3 ut  iwvifts  latitantilms  ateput 
ittcogntiis  rebus  magis  confidant  us  > vebemmtiufspue  ex- 
terreamur.  ’Tis  the  common  Vice  of  Nature, 
that  we  repofe  moft  Confidence,  and  receive 
the  greateft  Apprehenfions,  from  Things  un- 
feen,  conceal’d,  and  unknown. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  LIV. 

7 Of  VainSufoilties. 

THere  are  a fort  of  little  Knacks,  and  frivo- 
lous 5ubcilties,  from  which  Men  fomer 
limes  exped  to  derive  Reputation  and  Applaufe  s 
As  the  Poets,  who  compofe  whole  Poems,  with 
every  Line  beginning  with  the  fame  Letter : We 
fee  the  ffiapes  of  Eggs,  Globes,  Wings  and  Hat- 
chets, cut  out  by  the  Ancient  Grttk$s  by  the 
meafure  of  their  Verfes,  making  them  longer 
or  fhorter,  *0  reprefcnt  fuch  or  fuch  a Figure. 
Of  this  nature  was  his  Employment,  who  made 
it  his  bufinefs,  to  compute  into  how  many  feve- 
ral  Orders  the  Letters  of  the  Alphabet  mighf  he 
tranfpos’d,  and  found  out  that  incredible  num- 
ber mention’d  in  Plutarch.  I am  mightily  pleas’d 
with  the  humour  of  the  Gentleman,  who,  hav- 
ing a Man  brought  before  him,  that  had  team’d 
to  throw  a Grain  of  Millet  with  fuch  dexterity 
and  aflurance,  as  never  to  mifs  the  Eye  of  a 
Needle  ; and  being  afterwards  entreated  to  give 
fomething  for  the  reward  of  fo  rare  a perfor- 
mance, he  pleafantly,  and  in  my  opinion  inge- 
nioufly,  order’d  a certain  number  of  Bulhcls  of 
the  fame  Grain  to  be  deliver’d  to  him,  thac  he 
might  not  want  wherewith  toexercifefo  famous 
an  Art.  Tis  a ftrong  evidence  of  a weak  Judg- 
ment, when  Men  approve  of  things  for  their 
being  rare  and  new,  or  yet  for  the  difficulty  ; 
where  Vertue  and  Ufefulnefs  are  not  conjoin’d 
to  recommend  them.  I come  juft  now  from 
playing  with  my  own  Family,  at  who  could 
find  out  the  moft  things,  thac  had  their  princi- 
pal force  in  their  two  Extremities  ,•  as,  Sire , 
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which  is  a Title  given  to  the  greateft  Perfon  in 
the  Nation,  the  King,  and  alfo  to  the  Vulgar,  as 
Merchants  and  Mechanicks,  but  never  to  any 
degree  of  Men  between.  The  Women  of 
great  Quality  are  call’d  Madams , inferiour  Gen- 
tlewomen, Mademoiselles,  and  the  meaneft  fort 
of  Women,  Madams' , as  the  firft.  The  Canopy 
of  State  over  Tables  are  not  permitted,  but  in 
the- Palaces  of  Princes,  and  Taverns.  Democri- 
tus faid,  that  Gods  and  Beafts,  had  a more  exa& 
and  perfeft  fenfe,  than  Men,  who  are  of  a mid- 
dle Form.  The  Romans  wore  the  fame  Habit  at 
Funerals  and  Feafts ,•  and  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
an  extream  Fear,  and  an  extream  Ardour  of 
Courage,  do  equally  trouble  and  lax  the  Belly. 
The  Nickname  of  Trembling,  with  which  they 
furnam’d  Sancbo  the  XII.  King  of  Navarre , fuf- 
ficiently  informeth,  that  Valour  will  caufe  a 
trembling  in  the  Limbs,  as  well  as  Fear.  The 
Friends  of  that  King*  or  of  fome  other  Perfon, 
who  upon  the  like  occafiOn  was  wont  to  be  in 
the  fame  diforder;  try’d  to  compofe  him,  by  re- 
prefenting  the  danger  lefs,  he  was  going  to 
engage  himfelf  in  : You  underftand  me  ill,  faid 
he,  for  could  my  Flefli  know  the  danger  my 
Courage  will  prefently  carry  it  into,  it  would 
fink  down  to  the  ground.  The  faintnefs  that 
furprizes  us  from  Frigidity,  or  diflike  in  the  Ex- 
ercifesof  Venus , are  alfo  occafion’d  by  a too  vio- 
lent defire,  and  an  immoderate  heat.  Extream 
Coldnefs,  and  extream  Heat,  Boil  and  Roaft. 
Ariflotle  fays,  that  Sows  of  Lead  will  melt,  and 
run  with  Cold,  and  the  extremity ' of  Winter, 
as  with  a vehement  Heat/7  Defire  and  Saciety 
fill  all  the  gradations  above  and  below  Pleafure 
with  Grief.  Brutality  and  Wifdom  meet  in  the 
fame  Center  of  Sentiment  and  Refolution,  in 
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the  fuffering  of  Humane  Accidents  ^ the  Wife 
Controul  and  Triumph  over  ill,-  the  others  know 
it  not : Thefe  laft  are,  as  a Man  may  fay,  on 
this  fide  of  Accidents,  the  other  are  beyond 
them  ; who  after  having  well  weigh’d  and  con- 
fider’d  their  Qualities,  meafur’d  and  judg’d  them 
what  they  are,  by  vertue  of  a vigorous  Soul 
leap  out  of  their  reach.  They  difdain  and 
trample  them  under  foot,  having  a folid  and 
well  fortified  Soul,  againft  which  the  Darts  of 
Fortune  coming  to  ftrike  they  muft  of  neceffity 
rebound,  and  blunt  themfelves,  meeting  with 
a Body  upon  which  they  can  fix  no  Impreffion; 
•the  ordinary  and  middle  condition  of  Men,  are 
lodg’d  betwix’d  thefe  two  Extremities,  confi- 
ning of  fuch,  who  perceive  Evils,  feel  them, 
and  are  not  able  to  fupport  them.  Infancy  and 
Decrepitude  meet  in  the  imbecility  of  the  Brain  ; 
Avarice  andProfufion  in  the  lame  thirit  and  de- 
fire of  getting.  A Man  may  fay  with  fome  co- 
lour of  truth,  that  there  is  an  Abecedarian  Ig- 
norance that  precedes  knowledge,  and  a Dottoral 
Ignorance  that  comes  after  it  ,*  an  Ignorance 
that  knowledge  does  create  and  beget,  at  the 
fame  time  that  Ihe  difpatches  and  deftroys  the 
firft.  Of  mean  underfiandings,  little  inquifi- 
tive,  and  little  inftru&ed,  are  made  gpod  Chri- 
ftians,  who  by  Reverence  and  Obedience  irn- 
plicitely  believe,  and  are  conftant  in  their  be- 
lief. In  the  moderate  Underftandings,  and  the 
middle  fort  of  Capacities,  the  error  of  Opinions 
is  begot,  and  they  have  fome  colour  of  reafon 
on  their  fide,  to  impute  our  walking  on  in  the 
old  beaten  path  to  fimplicity,  and  brutilhnefs, 

I mean  in  us  who  have  not  inform’d  our  felves  by 
Study.  The  higher,  and  noble?  Souh,  more 
Jblid  apd  clear  lighted,  make  up  another  fort  of 
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true  Believers : who  by  a long  and  Religious  In- 
Veftigacion  of  truth,  have  obtain’d  a clearer* 
and  more  penetrating,  light  into  the  Scriptures* 
and  have  difcover’d  the  Myfterious  and  Divine 
fecret  of  our  Ecclefiaftical  Polity.  And  yet  we 
fee  fome,  who  by  this  middle  ftep,  are  arriv’d 
to  that  fupream  degree  with  marvelous  Fruit, 
and  Confirmation ; as  to  the  utmoft  limit  of 
Chriftian  intelligence,  and  enjoying  their  vi<fto- 
ry  with  great  Spiritual  Confolation,  humble  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Divine  Favour,  exempla- 
ry Reformation  of  Manners,  and  fmgular  Mo- 
defty.  I do  not  intend  with  thefe  to  rank  fome 
others,  who  to  clear  themfelves  from  all  fufpi- 
cion  of  their  former  Errours,  and  to  fatisfie  us* 
that  they  are  found  and  firm  to  us,  render  them- 
felves excream  indifereet  and  unjuft,  in  the  car- 
rying on  our  Caufe,  and  by  that  means  blemifh 
it  with  infinite  Reproaches  of  Violence  and  Op- 
preffion.  The  fimple  Peafants  are  good  People, 
and  foarc  the  Phifofophers:  Men  of  ftrong  and 
clear  Reafon,  and  whofe  Souls  are  enrich’d  wich 
an  ample  inftruftion  of  profitable  Sciences.  The 
Mongrets  who  have  difdain’d  the  firft  form  of 
the  Ignorance  of  Letters,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  attain  to  the  other,  ( fitting  betwixt  two 
Stools,  as  I,  and  a great  many  more  of  us  do, ) 
are  dangerous,  foolifh  and  importunate,*  thefe 
are  they  that  trouble  the  World.  And  therefore 
it  is,  that  I,  for  my  own  part,  retreat  as  much 
as  I can  towards  my  firft  and  natural  Station* 
from  whence  I fo  vainly  attempted  to  advance. 
The  vulgar  and  purely  natural  Poefie,  has  in  ic 


certain  Proprieties  and  Graces,  by  which  (he 
may  come  into  fome  comparifon  with  the  great- 
eft  Beauty  of  a Poefie  perfe&ed  by  Art : As  is 
evident  in  our  Gafcon  Villanels  and  Songs,  that 
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are  brought  Us  from  Nations  that  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  manner  of  Science,  nor  fo 
much  as  the  ufe  of  Writing.  The  indifferent 
and  middle  fort  of  Poefie  betwixt  thefe  two,  is 
defpis’d,  of  no  Value,  Honour,  or  Efteem.  But 
feeing  that  the  lee  being  once  broken  $ and  a 
Path  laid  open  to  the  Fancy,  I have  found,  as 
it  commonly  falls  out,  that  what  we  make  choice 
of  for  a rare  and  difficult  Subject,  proves  to  be 
nothing  fo,  and  that  after  the  invention  is  once 
warm,  it  finds  out  an  infinite  number  of  parallel 
Examples.  X fhall  only  add  this  one  ,•  That  were 
thefe  Effays  of  mine  confiderable  enough  to 
deferve  a Cenfure,  it  might  then  I think  fall  out, 
that  they  would  not  much  take  with  common 
and  vulgar  Capacities,  nor  be  very  acceptable 
to  be  fingular  and  excellent  fort  of  Men,  for 
the  firft  woald  not  underftand  them  enough, 
and  the  laft  too  much,  and  fo  they  might  hover 
in  the  middle  Region. 


CHAP.  LV. 

Of  Smells. 

IT  has  been  reported  of  others,  as  well  as  of 
Alexander  the  Great , that  their  Sweet  exhal’d 
an  Odoriferous  Smell,  oceafion’d  by  fome  rare 
and  extraordinary  conftitution,  of  which  Tlu~ 
tarcb,  and  others,  have  been  inquifitive  into  the 
caufe.  But  the  ordinary  conftitution  of  Hu- 
mane Bodies  is  quite  otherwife,  and  their  beft 
and  chiefelt  Excellency,  is  to  be  exempt  from 
Smells : Nay,  the  fweetnefs  even  of  the  pureft 
Breaths,  has  nothing  in  it  of  greater  perfection, 
than  to  be  without  any  offenfive  Smell,  like 
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thofe  of  healthful  Children  : which  made  Tlau- 
<•“ 


* * * • v • ^ t * I 

Plant.  Mo - Mulier  turn  bene  olet,  ubi  nihil  olet. 

ltfi‘  Art.  ( . _ '•  •'  ■ ivJ 

s«.  3.  That  Woman  we  a lweet  one  call, 

Whofe  Body  breathes  no  Scent  at  all. 


And  fuch  as  make  ufeof  thefe  exotick  Perfume^, 
are  with  good  reafon  to  be  fulpe&ed  of  fome 
Natural  Imperfe&ion,  which  they  endeavour 
by  thefe  Odours  to  conceal,  according  to  that 
of  Mr.  Jchnfon,  which,  without  offence  to  Mon- 
fieur  de  Montaigne,  I will  here  prefume  to  inlert, 
it  being  at  lean  as  well  faid,  as  any  of  thofe  hs 
quotes  out  of  the  Ancient  Poets,  ' • ’ 


Ben.  John.  Still  to  be  Neat,  Bill  to  be  Dreft, 

Jon.  A?  you  were  going  to  a Feaft, 

Still  to  be  Powder’d,  {till  Perfum’d  , 
Lady,  it  is  to  be  prefum’d,  ‘ 

Though  Arts  hid  caufes  are  not  found. 
All  is  not  fweet,  all  is  not  found. 


As  may  be  judg’d  by  thefe  following, 

Mart. libit.  Ride s nos , Coraciney  nil  dentes  : 

&?'&■  S 5‘  Malo  quam  bene  olere,  nil  olere. 

Becaufe  thou  Coraeinus  {till  dolt  go 
With  Musk  and  Ambergreafe  perfumed  fo. 

We  under  thy  Contempt,  forfooth,  mult  fall  ; 
I’d  rather  than  fmell  fweet,  not  fwell  at  all ; 

And  elfewhere, 

ijJib.  j.  Pofthuwe,  npn  bene  olet,  5 hi  bene femfcr  olet. 

t:i’  - - • ' ■ • 1 • : :*  • TT 
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He  does  not  Naturally  Smell  well*  ‘ 

Who  always  of  Perfumes  does  Smell. 

Iamneverthelefs  aftrange  lover  of  good  Smells, 
and  as  much  abominate  the  ilT  ones,  which  alfo 
I reach  at  a greater  diftance,  I think,  than  o- 
ther  Men: 

* , *•  *,*.•»#•  ‘ * • ‘ • . 1 

Jslamque  fagacius  unus  odor  or,  ' Hor.Ep.i7. 

Polypus,  an  gravis  hirfutis  cubet  hircus  in  alts, 

Jguam  canis  acer  ubi  lateat  fus. 
m < « » ’ 

For  I can  fmell  a Putrid  Polipus, 

Or  the  Rank  Arm-pits  of  a Red*hair’d  Fufs, 

As  fooq  asbeft  Nos’d  Hound  the  ftinking  Stie, 

Where  the  Wild  Boar  does  in  the  Foreft  lie. 

•'*  . . ■„ 

Of  Smells,  the  fimple.  and  natural  feem  to  be 
pioft  pleafing.  Let  the  Ladies  look  to  that,  for 
’tis  chiefly  their  concern.  In  the  vyildeft  parts 
pf  Barbary,  the  Scythian  Women,  after  Bathing, 
were  wont  to  Powder  and  Cruft  their  Faces, 
and  whole  Bodies,  with  a certain  Odoriferous 
Drug,  growing  in  their  own  Territories  which 
being  cleans’d  off,  when  they  came  to  have  fa- 
miliarity with  Men,  they  were  found  Perfum’d 
and  Sleek : ’Tis  not  to  be  believ’d,  how  ftrange- 
ly  all  forts  of  Odours  cleave  to  me,  and  how 
apt  my  Skin  is  to  imbibe  them.  He  that  com- 
plains of  Nature,  thatfhe  has  not  furnifh’d  Man- 
kind with  a Vehicle  to  convey  Smells  to  the 
Nofe,  had  no  reafon  $ for  they  will  do  it  them-  • 
ielves  j efpecially  to  me  : My  very  Muflachio’s 
perform’d  that  Office ; for  if  I ftroke  them  but 
with  my  Gloves,  or  Handkerchief,  the  Smell 
Will  not  PUt  a;  wjiole  Day ; They  vyijl  Reproach 

” • : . ‘ me 

. . 2 
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me  where  I have  been ; the  clofe,  lufcius,  de- 
vouring and  melting  Kiffes  of  Youthful  Ardour 
would  in  my  Wanton  Age  have  left  a Sweetnefi 
upon  my  Lips  for  feveral  Hours  after.  And  yet 
I have  ever  found  my  fell  very  little  fubjeft  to 
Epidemick  Difeafes,  that  are  caught,  either  by 
converting  with  the  Sick,  or  bred  by  the  con- 
tagion of  the  Air ; I have  very  'well  efcap’d 
from  thofe  of  my  time,  of  which  there  has  been 
feveral  Virulent  forts  in  our  Cities  and  Ar- 
mies. We  Read  of  Socrates , that  though  he  ne- 
ver departed  form  Athens , during  the  frequent 
Plagues  that  infefted  that  City,  he  only  was  ne- 
ver Inferied.  Phyficians  might  (I  beKeve, ) if 
they  would  extract  greater  Utility  from  Odours, 
than  they  do ; for  I have  often  obferr’d,  that 
they  eaufe  an  alteration  in  me,  and  work  upon 
my  Spirits  according  to  their  feveral  Vertues; 
which  makes  me  approve  of  whatisfaid,  name- 
ly, that  the  ufe  of  Infenfe  and  Perfumes  in 
Churches,  fo  Ancient,  and  fo  univerfaWy  re- 
ceiv’d in  all  Nations,  and  Religions,  was  in- 
tended to  chear  us,  and  to  roufe  and  purifte  the 
Senfes,  the  better  to  fit  us  for  Contemplation. 
I could  have  been  glad,  the  better  to  judge  of 
ir,  to  have  tafted  the  Culinary  Art  of  thofe 
Cooks,  who  had  fo  rare  a way  of  Seafoning 
Exotick  Odours  with  the  relifh  of  Meats  j As  k 
was  particularly  obferv’d  in  the  Service  of  the 
King  of  Tunis,  who  in  our  Days  landed  at  Na- 
ples, to  have  an  interview  with  Charles  the  Em- 
perour,  where  his  Difiles  were  farc’d  with  Odori- 
ferous Drugs,  to  that  Degree  of  Expence,  that 
the  Cookery  of  one  Peacock,  and  two  Phea- 
fants,  amounted  to  a Hundred  Duckets,  to  drefc 
them  after  their  Fafhion.  And  when  the  Car- 
ver came  to  break  them  up,  not  only  the  Di- 
■ ■ ning- 
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ning-room,  but  all  the  Appartments  of  his  Pa- 
lac<S  and  the  adjoining  Streets  were  fill’d  with 
an  Aromatick  Vapour,  which  did  not  prefently 
vaniflu  My  chiefeft  care  in  chufing  my  Lodg- 
ings, is  always  to  avoid  a thick  and  {linking  Air ; 
and  thofe  Beautiful  Cities  of  Venice  and  Paris , 
have  very  much  leffen’d  the  Kindnefs  I had  far 
them,  the  one  by  the  offenfive  Smell  of  her 
Marihes,  and  the  other  of  her  Dirt. 


CHAP.  LVI. 

Of  Prayers . 

IPropofe  formlefs  and  undetermin’d  Fancies, 
like  thofe  who  publifla  fubtle  Queftions,  to 
be  after  difputed  upon  in  the  Schools,,  not  to  E- 
ftablilh  truth,  but  to  Seek  it : I fubmit  them  to 
the  better  Judgments  of  thofe,  whofe  Office  it 
is  to  regulate,  not  my  Writings  and  Adions  on- 
ly, but  moreover  my  very  Thoughts  and  Opi- 
nions. Let  what  I here  fee  down  meet  with 
Corredion  or  Applaufe,  it  {hall  be  of  equal 
welcome  and  utility  to  me,  my  felf  before  band 
condemning  it  for  Abfurd  and  Impious,  if  any 
thing  ffiall  be  found  through  Ignorance  or  In- 
advertency, couch’d  in  this  Rhapfody  contrary 
to  the  Refolutions  and  Prefcriptions  of  the  Re- 
man Catholick  Churchy  into  which  I was  Born, 
and  in  which  I will  Die.  And  yet,  always  fub- 
mitting  to  the  Authority  of  their  Cenfure,  who 
have  an  Abfolute  Power  over  me,  I thus  Teme- 
rarioufly  venture  at  every  thing,  as  upon  this 
prefent  Subjed. 

I know  not,  if,  or  no,  I am  deceiv’d  ; but 
fince  by  a particular  favour  of  the  Divine  Boun- 
ty* 
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ty,  a certain  Eorm  of  Pray  erhas  been  prefcrib’d 
and  di&ated  to  us,  Word  by  Word,  from  the 
Mouth  of  God  himfelf,  I have  ever  been  of 
Opinion,  that  we  ought  to  have  it  in  more  fre- 
quent ufe,  than  we  yet  have,  and  if  I were  wor- 
thy to  advife,  at  the  fitting  down  to,  and  rifing 
from  our  Tables,  at  our  rifing,  and  going  to 
Bed,  and  in  every  particular  Aftion,  wherein 
Prayer  is  requir’d,  I would  that  Chriftians  al- 
ways make  ufe  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  if  not  a- 
lone,  yet  at  leaft  always.  The  Church  may 
lengthen,  or  alter  Prayers,  according  to  the 
neceflity  of  our  Inftrut^ion,  for  I know  very 
well,  that  it  is  always  the  fame  in  fubftance, 
and  the  fame  thing  : But  yet  fuch  a preference 
ought  to  be  given  to  that  Prayer,  that  the  Peo- 
ple fliould  have  it  continually  in  their  Mouths^ 
for  it  is  raoft  certain,  that  all  neceffary  Petitions 
are  comprehended  in  it,  and  that  it  is  infinitely 
proper  for  all  Occafions.  ’Tisthe  only  Prayer 
I ule  in  all  Places  and  Conditions,  and  what  I 
ftill  repeat  inftead  of  changing  ; whence  it  alfo 
happens,  that  I have  no  other  by  Heart,  but 
that  only.  It  juft  now  comes  into  my  Mind, 
from  whence  we  fliould  derive  that  Errour  of 
having  recourfe  to  God  in  all  our  Defigns  and 
Enterprifes,  to  call  him  to  our  Affiftance  in  all 
forts  of  Affairs,  and  in  all  Places  where  our 
Weaknefs  ftands  in  need  of  fupport  without 
confidering  whether  the  occafion  be  juft,  or 
otherwife,  and  to  Invoke  his  Name  and  Power, 
in  what  Eftate  foever  we  are,  or  A&ion  we  are 
engag’d  in,  how  Vicious  foever  : He  is  indeed 
our  foie  and  only  Prote&or,  and  can  do  all 
things  for  us : But  though  he  is  pleas’d  to  Ho- 
nour us  with  his  Paternal  Care,  he  is,  notwith- 
ftanding,  as  Juft,  as  he  is  Good  and  Mighty, 
«'V  • and 
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and  does  ofter  exercife  his  Jufiice  than  his  Pow- 
er, and  favours  us  according  to  that,  and  not 
according  to  our  Petitions.  -.Plato,  in  his  Laws, 
makes  three  forts  of  Belief  injurious  to  the  Gods ; 
That  there  is  none  ; That  they  concern  not 
themfelves  about  Humane  Affairs  ,•  and.  That 
they  never  reje&  or  deny  any-thing  to  our 
Vows,  Offerings,  and  Sacrifices.  The  firft  of 
thefe  Errors  ( according  to  his  Opinion)  did 
never  continue  rooted  in  any  Man,  from  his 
Infancy  to  his  Old  Agej  the  other  two,  he  con- 
feffes,  Men  might  be  obftinate  in.  God’s  Ju- 
fticei  and  his  Power,  are  infeparable,  and 
therefore  in  vain  we  invoke  his  Power  in  an 
unjuft  Canfe : We  are  to  have  our  Souls  pure 
and  clean,  at  that  Moment  at  leaft,  wherein 
we  pray  to  him,  and  purify’d  from  all  vicious 
Paffions,  otherwife  we  our  felves  prefent  him 
the  Rods  wherewith  to  chaftife  us.  Inftead  of 
repairing  any-thing  we  have  done  amifs,  we 
double  the  Wickednefs  and  the.  Offence,  whilft 
we  offer  to  him,  to  whom  we  are  to  fue  for 
Pardon,  an  Affe&ion  full  of  Irreverence  and 
Hatred.  Which  makes  me  not  very  apt  to  ap- 
plaud thofe  whom  I obferve  to  be  fo  frequent 
on  their  Knees,  if  the  Actions  neareft  of  Kin  to 
Prayer,  do  not  give  me  fome  Evidence  of  Re- 
formation. ' • . ; 


— ■ ■ Si  Noclurnus  adulter  Juvtn 

Tempora  Santloaico  velas  adoperta  Cucullo.  ■ ia:- 

i . , 

With  Night- Adulteries,  if  being  foul. 

Thou  fhad’ft  thy  guilty  Forehead  with  a Cowl. 

, * 

And  the  Practice  of  a Man  that  mixes  Devo- 
tion with  an  Execrable  Life,  feems,in  fome  fort, 

more 
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more  to  be  condemn'd,  than  that  of  a Man 
conformable  to  his  own  Propenfion,  and  dif- 
foluce  throughout : And,  for  that  Reafon  it  is, 
that  our  Church  denies  Admittance  to,  and 
Communion  with.  Men  obftinate  and  incor- 
rigible in  any  kind  of  Impiety.  We  pray  only 
by  Cuftom,  and  for  Fafhion's  fake  ; or  rather, 
we  read  and  pronounce  our  Prayers  aloud, 
which  is  no  better  than  an  Hypocritical  Shew 
of  Devotion : And  I am  fcandaliz’d  to  fee  a 
Man  crofs  himfelf  thrice  at  the  Benedict u,  and 
as  often  at  another’s  faying  Grace,  (and  the 
more,  becaufe  it  is  a Sign  I have  in  great  Ve- 
neration, and  conftant  Ufe  upon  folerrra  Oo 
cations,)  and  to  dedicate  all  the  other  Hours  of 
the  Day  to  Acts  of  Malice,  Avarice  and  Inju- 
ftice ; one  Hour  to  God,  the  reft  to  the  De- 
vil, as  if  by  Commutation  and  Confent.  ‘Vis 
a Wonder  to  me,  Aftions  fo  various  in  them- 
felves,  fucceed  one  another  with  fuch  an  Uni- 
formity of  Method,  as  not  to  interfere,  nor 
fuffer  any  Alteration,  even  upon  the  very  Con- 
fines and  Paffes  from  the  one  to  the  other. 
What  a prodigious  Confcience  muft  that  be, 
that  can  be  at  quiet  within  it  felf,  whilft  it 
harbours  under  the  fame  Roof,  with  fo  agree- 
ing and  fo  calm  a Society,  both  the  Crime 
and  the  Judge  ? A Man  whofe  whole  Medi~ 
tacion  is  continually  working  upon  nothing  but 
Impurity,  which  he  knows  to  be  fo  odious  to 
Almighty  God , what  can  he  fay  when  he 
comes  to  (peak  to  him  ? He  reforms,  but 
immediately  falls  into  a Relapfe.  If  the  Ob- 
jed  of  the  Divine  Juftice,  and  the  Prefence 
of  his  Maker,  did,  as  he  pretends,  ftrike  and 
chaftife  his  Soul,  how  fhort  foever  the  Repen- 
tance might  be,  the  very  Fear  of  offending 

that 
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that  Infinite  Maje'fty,  would  fo  often  prefent 
it  felf  to  his  Imagination,  that  he  would  foon 
fee  himfelf  Matter  of  thofe  Vices,  that  are  moft 
natural  and  habitual  in  him.  But  what  fhall  we 
fay  of  thofe,  who  fettle  their  whole  Courfe  of 
Life,  upon  the  Profit  and  Emolument  of  Sins, 
which  they  know  to  be  mortal?  How  many 
Trades  of  Vocations  have  we  admitted  and 
countenanced  amongft  us,  whofe  very  Effence 
is  vicious  ? And  he  that  confefling  himfelf  to 
me  voluntarily  told  me.  That  he  had  all  his 
Life  time  profefs’d  and  practis'd  a Religion, 
in  his  Opinion  damnable,  and  contrary  to  that 
he  had  in  his  Heart,  only  to  preferve  his  Credit, 
and  the  Honour  of  his  Employments,  how  could 
his  Courage  fuffer  fo  infamous  a Confeflion  ? 

What  can  Men  fay  to  the  Divine  Juftice  upon 
this  Subje<tt  ? Their  Repentance  confifting  in 
a vifible  and  manifeft  Reformation  and  Refti- 
tution,  they  lofe  the  Colour  of  alledging  it  Wh 
to  God  and  Man.  Are  they  fo  impudent  as  to 
fue  for  Remiffion,  without  Satisfaction,  and 
without  Penitency  or  Remorfe  ? I look  upon 
thefe  as  in  the  fame  Condition  with  the  firft : 

But  the  Obftinacy  is  not  there  fo  eafy  to  be 
overcome.  This  Contrariety  and  Volubility  of 
Opinion,  fo  fudden  and  violent  as  they  pre- 
tend, is  a kind  of  Miracle  to  me.  They  pre- 
fent us  with  the  State  of  an  indigeftible  An- 
xiety, and  Doubtfulnefs  of  Mind.  It  feem’d  to 
me  a fantaftick  and  ridiculous  Imagination  in 
thofe,  who,  thefe  late  Years  paft,  were  wont 
to  reproach  every  Man  they  knew  to  be  of 
any  extraordinary  Parts,  and  made  Profettion 
of  the  Roman  Catholtck  Religion , that  it  was  but 
outwardly,  maintaining  moreover,  to  do  him 
Honour  forfooth,  that  whatever  he  might  pre- 
tend 
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tend  to  the  contrary,  he  could  not  but  in  his 
Heart  be  of  their  Reform’d  Opinion.  An  un- 
toward Difeafe,  that  a Man  fhould  be  fo  ri- 
vetted  to  his  own  Belief,  as  to  fancy,  that 
others  cannot  believe  otherwife  than  as  he  does  } 
and  yet  worfe  in  this,  that  they  fhould  en- 
tertain fo  vicious  an'  Opinion  of  luch  Parts,  as 
to  think  any  Man  fo  qualify ’d,  fhould  prefer 
any  prefent  Advantage  of  Fortune,  before  the 
Promifes  of  Eternal  Life,  and  the  Means  of  Eter- 
nal Damnation.  They  may  believe  me:  Could 
any  thing  have  tempted  my  Youth,  the  Ambi- 
tion of  the  Danger  and  Difficulties  in  the  late 
Commotions,  had  not  been  the  leaft  Motives. 

It  is  not  without  very  good  Reafon,  in  my 
Opinion,  that  the  Church  interdi£s  the  pro- 
mifcuous,  indifcreet,  and  irreverent  Ufe  of  the 
Holy  and  Divine  Pfalms,  with  which  the  Holy 
Ghoft  infpir’d  King  DaviJ.  We  ought  not  to 
mix  God  in  our  Actions,  but  with  the  highest  j 
Reverence  and  Caution.  That  Poefy  is  too 
Sacred  to  be  put  to  no  other  Ufe,  than  to  ex- 
ercife  the  Lungs,  and  to  delight  our  Ears.  It 
ought  to  come  from  the  Soul,  and  not  from 
the  Tongue.  It  is  not  fit  that  a Prentice  in  his 
Shop,  amongft  his  vain  and  frivolous  Thoughts, 
fhould  be  permitted  to  pafs  away  his  Time,  and 
divert  himfelf  with  fuch  Sacred  Things.  Nei- 
ther is  it  decent  to  fee  the  Holy  Bible,  the  Rule 
of  our  Worfhip  and  Belief,  tumbled  up  and 
down  a Hall,  or  a Kitchen.  They  were  for- 
merly Myfteries,  but  are  now  become  Sports 
and  Recreations.  ’Tis  a Book  too  ferious  and 
too  venerable,  to  be  curforily  or  nightly  turn’d 
over.  The  Reading  of  the  Scripture  ought  to 
be  a temperate  and  premeditated  A <ft,  and  to 
which  Men  fhould  always  add  this  devout  Pre- 
face, 
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face,  Surfum  Corda , preparing  even  the  Body 
to  fo  humble  and  compos’d  a Gefture  and  Coun- 
tenance, as  (hall  evidence  their  Veneration  and 
Attention.  Neither  is  it  a Book  for  every  one 
to  fift,  but  the  Study  of  Seleiff  Men  fet  apart 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  whom  Almighty  God 
has  been  pleas’d  to  call  to  thatr  Office  and  Sa- 
cred Fun&ion  : The  Wicked  "and  Ignorant, 
blemifli  and  deprave  it.  .’Tis  rw?t  a Story  to 
tell,"  but  a Hiftory  to  fear  and  adore.  Are 
not  they  then  pleafant  Men,  who  think  they 
have  render’d  this  fit  for  the  People’s  handling, 
by  tranflating  it  into  thq  "Vulgar  Tongue  ? 

Does  the  Underftanding  of  all  therein  qon-i 
tain’d,  only  flick  at  Words  ? Shall  I venture  to 
fay  further,  that  by  coming  To  near  to  under- 
ftand  a little,  they  are  much  wider  of  the  whole 
Scope  than  before.  A total  Ignorance,  and 
wholly  depending  upon  the  Expofition  of  other  . 
Qualify ’d  Perfons,  was  more  knowing  and  fa- 
hitiferous  than  this  vain  and  verbal  Knowledge, 
which  has  only  prov’d  the  Nurfe  of  Temerity 
and  Prefumption.  And  I do  further  believe, 
that  the  Liberty  every  one  has  taken  to  difi 
,perfe  the  Sacred  Writ  into  fo  many  Idioms, 
carries  with  it  a great  deal  more  of  Danger  than 
Utility.  The  Jews , Alabcmetanst  and  almoft  all 
others,  have  efpous’d  and  reverence  the  Lan- 
guage wherein  their  Laws  and  Myfteries  were 
firft  conceiv’d,  and  have  exprefly,  and  not  with- 
out Colour  of  Reafon,  forbid  the  Averfion  or 
Alteration  of  them,  into  any  other.  Are  we 
alfur’d,  that  in  Bifcay,  and  in  Brittany . there  are 
enow  competent  Judges  of  this  Affair,  to  efta- 
blifh  this  Tranflation  into  their  own  Language? 

Why,  the  Univerfal  Church  has  not  a more 
difficult  and  folemn  Judgment  to  make.  One 
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of  oUr  Greek  'Hiftorians  does  juftly  accufe  the 
Age  He  liv’d  in,  fdr  that  the  Secrets  of  Chri- 
ftian  Religion  were  dlfpers’d  into  the  -Hands 
of  every  Mechanidk,  to  expound  and  argue 
fipon,  according  to  his  own  Fancy  $ and  that 
We  -ought  to  be  much  afhafn’d,  we,  who  by 
GodVefpedal  Favour,,  enjoy  the  pureft  Myste- 
ries of  Pifety,  to  fuffer  them  to  be  prophan’d  by 
the  ignorant’Rabbh: ; confide  ring,  that  the  Gen- 
tiles expfefly  forbad  Socrates,  Plato,  and  the  other 
Sages,’  to  fcntjttfte  Into,  or  fo  much  as  to  men- 
tion die  Things  committed  only  to  the  Priefts 
of  Delfbos  i faying  moreover,  that  the  Fa&ions 
of  Princes,  upbn  Theological  Accounts,  are 
not  atm’d  with  Zeal,  but  Fury.$  that  Zeal 
firings  ftom  the  Divine  Wifdora  and  Judies, 
and*  governs  ^itffelf  with  Prudence  and  Modera- 
tion j btit  degenerates  into  Hatred  and  Envy, 
producing  Tares  and  Nettles,  inftead  of  Corn 
and ’Wine,  When  conduced  by  Humane  Paf-  s 
firms.  And  it  Was  ‘truly  faid  of  another,  who 
advifing  the  Emperor  TbeoJoJius,  and  told  him , 
That  Difputes  did  rfotTo  much  rock  the  Schifms 
of' the  'Church  afleep,  as  it  rous’d  and  animated 
Herefies.  That  "therefore  all  Contentions,  and 
Logical  -Deputations,  were  to  be  avoided,  and 
Men  abfolutely  to  acquiefce  in  the  Prefcripti- 
ons  and  Formula’s  of  Faith,  eftablifh’d  by  the 
Ancients.  And  the’Emperor  Andronicus,  having 
over-heard  fome  Great  Men  at  high  Words  in 
his  Palace  with  Lapodiui , about  a Point  of  ours 
of  great  Importance,  gave  them  fo  fevere  a 
Check,  as  to  threaten  to  caufe  them  to  be 
thrown  into  the  River,  if  they  did  not  defift. 
The  very  Women  and  Children,  now-a-days, 
take  upon  them  to  document  the  Oldeft  and 
moft  Experienc’d  Men  about  the  Ecclefiaftical 
i Laws ; 
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Xaws : Whereas  the  firft  of  thofe  of  ?lato , for- 
ibids  them  to  enquire- fo  much  as  into  the  Civil 
Xaws  j which  were  to  Hand  inftead  of  Divine  , 
Ordinances:  And  allowing  the  Old  Men  to 
confer  amongft  themfelves,  or  with  the  Magi- 
..ftrate,  about  thofe  Things,  he  adds,  provided 
it  be  not  in  the  Prefence  of  Young  or  Profane 
.Perfons,  A Bilhop  has  left  ip  Writing,  that,  at 
.the  other  End  of  the  World,  there  is  an  Ifle,  by 
the  Ancients  call’d  Diofcorides , abundantly  fer- 
tile in  all  forts  of  Trees  and  Fruits,  and  of  an 
j exceeding  healthful  Air ; the  Inhabitants  of 
which  are  Chriftians , having  Churches  and 
Altars  only  adorn’d  with  Crucifixesj  without 
any  other  Images ; great  Obfervers  of  Fafts  and 
.Feafts ; exad  Payers  of  their  Tythes  to  the 
;Prieft,*  and  fo  chaft,  that  none  of  them  are  . 
permitted  to  have  to  do  with  more  than  one 
Woman  in, his  Life  : As  to  the  reft,  fo  conteot 
yWith  their  Condition,  that,  environ’d  with  the 
.Sea,  they  know  nothing  of  Navigation  ; and 
fo  Ample,  that  they  [Underftand  not  one  Syl- 
■ lable  of  the  Religion  they  profefs,  and  where- 
in they  are  fo  devout.  A Thing  incredible  to 
fuch  as  do  not  know,  that  the  Pagans . who 
are  fo  zealous  Idolaters,  know  nothing  more  of 
their  Gods,  than  their  bare  Names  and  their 
Statues.  The  ancient  Beginning  of  Menalippus, 
a Tragedy  of  Euripides , ran  thus  ) 

Jupiter , for  that  Name  alone, 

Of , what  thou  art,  to  me  is  known. 

1 have  known  alfo,  in  my  Time,  fome  Men’s 
Writings  found  fault  with,  for  being  purely 
Humane  and  Philofophical,  without  any  Mix- 
ture of  Divinity  j and  yet  whoever  Ihould,  on 
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the  contrary,  fay.  That  Divine  Doctrine,  as 
Queen  and  Regent  of  the  reft,  better,  and  with 
greater  Decency,  keeps  her  State  a part : What, 
the  ought  to  be  Sovereign  throughout,  not  Sub- 
sidiary and  Suffragan  : And  that,  peradventure. 
Grammatical,  Rhetorical,  and  Logical  Exam- 
ples, may  elfewhere  be  more  fuitably  chofen, 
as  a!fo  the  Arguments  for  the  Stage,  and  Pub- 
lick  Entertainments,  than  from  fo  Sacred  a Mat- 
-ter:  That  Divine  Reafons  are  confider’d  with 
greater  Veneration  and  Attention,  when  by 
themfelves,  and  in  their  own  proper  Stile,  than 
when  mix'd  with,  and  adapted  to.  Humane 
Difcotirfes : That  it  is  a Fault  much  more  often 
obferv  d,  that  the  Divines  write  too  Humanely, 
than  that  the  Humanifts  write  not  Theological- 
ly enough : Philofophy,  fays  S t.Cbryfoficme,  has 
long  been  banilh'd  the  Holy  Schools,  as  an 
Hand-maid  altogether  ufelefs,  and  thought  un- 
worthy to  peep,  fo  much  as  in  palling  by  the 
Door,  into  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Divine  Do- 
drinec  And  that  the  Humane  Way  of  fpeak- 
ing  is  of  a much  lower  Form,  and  ought  not 
to  ferve  her  fclf  with  the  Dignity  and  Majefty 
of  Divine  Eloquence.  I fay,  whoever;  on  the 
contrary.  Ihould  objed  all  this,  would  not  be 
without  Reafon  on  his  Side.  Let  who  will,  Ver- 
bis Indifciflinatis,  talk  of  Fortune,  Deftkly,  Ac- 
cident, Good  and  Evil  Hap,  and  other  fuch 
like  Phrafes,  according  to  his  own  Humour ; 
I,  for  my  part,  propofe  Fancies  merely  Hu- 
mane, and  merely  my  own,  and  that  limply, 
as  Humane  Fancies,  and  feparately  confider’d, 
not  as.  determin’d  by  any  Arreft  from  Heaven, 
or  incapable  of  Doubt  or  Difpute.  Matter 
of  Opinion,  not  Matter  of  Faith.  Things  which 
I difcourfe  of,  according  to  my  own  Capacity, 
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not  what  I believe  according  to  God  j which 
alfo  I do  after  a Laical,  not  Clerical,,  and 
yet  always  after  a very  Religious  manner.- 
And  it  were  as  rational  to  affirm , That  an 
Edidt,  enjoyning  all  People,  but  fuch  as  are 
Publick  Profeffors  of  Divinity,  to  be  very  re- 
ferv’d  in  writing  of  Religion,  would  carry  with 
it  a very  good  Colour  of  Utility  andjuftice, 
and  me,'  amongft  the  reft,  to  hold  my  prating. 
I have  been  told,  that  even  thofe  who  are  not 
of  our  Church,  do  neverthelefs,  amongft  them- 
felves,  exprefly  forbid  the  Name  of  God  to  be 
us’d  in  common  Difcourfe  : Not  fo  much  as  by 
way  of  Interje&ion,  Exclamation,  Aflertion 
of  a Truth,  or  Comparifon  ; and  I think  them 
in  the  right.  And  upon  what  Occafion  foever 
we  call  upon  God  to  accompany  and  aflift  us, 
it  ought  always  to  be  done  with  the  greatelt 
Reverence  and  Devotion.  There  is,  as  I re- 
member, a Paffage  in  Xenophon , where  he  tells 
us,  that  we  ought  fo  much  the  more  feldom 
to  call  upon  God,  by  how  much  it  is  hard  to 
compofe  our  Souls  to  fuch  a degree  of  Calm- 
nefs,  Penitency,  and  Devotion,  as  it  ought  to 
be  in  at  fuch  time,  otherwife  our  Prayers  are 
not  only  vain  and  fruitlefs,  but  vicious  in 
themfelves.  Forgive  us  ( we  fay  ) our  Trefpcjfcsy 
as  we  forgive  them  that  trefpafs  againfi  us.  What 
do  we  mean  by  this  Petition,  but  that  we  pre- 
fent  him  a Soul  free  from  all  Rancour  and  Re- 
venge ? And  yet  we  make  nothing  of  invoking 
God’s  Afliftance  in  our  Vices,  and  inviting  him' 
into  our  unjuft  Deflgns. 


. J ®ua  vifi  fe  dulls  s ncqueas  committer c divis. 

Which  only  to  the  Gods  a- parr. 

Thou  haft  the  Impudence  to  impart. 

, K k 5 
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The  Covetous  Man  prays  for  the  Confervation 
of  his  fuperfluous,  and,  peradvepture,  ill-got 
Riches ; the  Ambitious,  for  Vidory,  and  the 
Condud  of  his  Fortune : The  Thief  calls  God 
to  his  Affiftance,  to  deliver  him  from  the  Dan- 
gers and  Difficulties  that  obftrud  his  wicked 
Defigns } o returns  him  Thanks  for  the  Faci- 
lity he  has  met  with  in  robbing  a poo*pe6&nt. 
At  the  Door  of  the  Houfe  they  are  going  to 
ftorm,  or  break  into  by  Force  of  a Petarre , 
they  fall  or  Prayers  for  Succefs,  having  their 
Inftrudion  and  Hopes  full  of  Cruelty,  Avarice, 
and  Luft, 

Hoc  ipfum  fjuo  tu  Jovis  aurem  impeller  e tent  as, 

Die  agedum  Staio,  prob  Jupiter,  6 bone,  clamet , 
Jupiter , at  fefe  non  clamet  Jupiter  ipfe. 

(Ear, 

The  Pray’rs  with  which  thou  doft  alfault  Jove’s 
Repeat  to  Staius , whom  thou  foon  wilt  hear. 

But  Jupiter,  good  Jupiter , exclaim : 

But  Jupiter  exclaims  not. 

i 

Marguarette,  Queen  of  Navarre,  tells  of  a Young 
Prince  (whom,  tho’  ffie  does  not  name,  is  eafi- 
ly  enough,  by  his  great  Quality,  to  be  known,) 
who  going  upon  an  Amorous  Aflignation,  to 
lie  with  an  Advocate’s  Wife  of  Paris,  his  Way 
thither  being  thro'  a Church,  he  never  pafs’d 
that  Holy  Place,  going  to  or  returning  from  this 
Godly  Exercife,  but  he  always  kneel’d  down 
to  pray  ; wherein  he  would  implore  the  Di- 
vine Favour,  his  Soul  being  full  of  fuch  Ver- 
tuous  Meditations,  I leave  others  to  judge  $ 
which,  nevertheless,  ffie  inftances  for  a Tefti- 
mony  of  fingular  Devotion.  But  it  is  by  this 
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Proof  only,  that  a Man,  may  conclude,  no  Man 
not  very  fit  to  treat  of  Theqlogifcal  A&«r$.  A 
true  Prayer,  and  religious  Reconciling  of  qux 
felves  to  Almighty  God,  cannot  enter  into  aq 
impure  Soul,  and  at  the  very  Inftant  fubje&ed 
to  the  very  Dominion  of  Satan.  He  who  calls 
God  to  his  Affiftance,,  vvhilft  in  a Habif  qf 
Vice,  does,  as  if  a Cut-purfe  fliould  call  a Ma- 
giftrate  to  help  him,  or  like  thofe  who  in- 
troduce the  Name  of  God  to  the  Atteftation  of 
a Lie. 

• Tacit 0 mala  vota  fufurro  Lutsn.  1. 5. 

Concipimus. 

In  Whifpers  we  do  guilty  Prayers  make. 

There  are  few  Men  who  durft  publifh  to  the 
World  the  Prayers  they  make  to  Almighty  God. 

Hand  cuivis  promptum  eft,  murmurque  bumilefaue  ftt-  Pnfini, 

(furroift*-  a. 

Tollere  de  Templis , & aperto  vivtrt  voto. 

’Tis  not  convenient  for  every  one 
To  bring  the  Pray’r  he  mutters  over  there. 

Out  of  the  Temple  to  the  Publick  Ear. 

And  this  is  the  Reafon  why  the  Pythagoreans 
would  have  them  always  Publick,  to  be  heard 
by  every  one,  to  the  end  they  might  not  pre- 
fer indecent  or  unjuft  Petitions,  as  he  did,  who 
having 

- -■  ■ Clare  cum  dixit , Apollo,  L t. 

Labra  mtrvet  metuens  audiri  : pulchra  Laverva , to* 

Da  miht  fallere , da  jufium , fanBtimtjue  videri . 

Noftem  peccatis  &fraudibus  objice  nubem. 

Kk  4 jlfdlf  . 
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^polios  Name  pronounc’d  aloud  : for  fear 
Any  his  Oraifons  Ihould  over  hear. 

Mutter’d  betwixt  his  Teeth,  Laverna  great. 
Grant  me  the  Talent  to  Deceive  and  Cheat 
All  I (hall  have  to  do  with  ev’ry  where. 

Yet  all  the  while,  Holy  and  Juft  appear, 

And  from  the  fight  of  Men  be  pleas’d  to  fhroud. 
My  Sins  with  Night,  Frauds  with  a Sable  Cloud. 

The  God  didfeverely  punifli  the  Wicked  Prayers 
of  Oedipus,  in  granting  them  : He  had  Pray’d, 

. that  his  Children  might  amongft  themfelves 
‘Determine  the  Succeflton  to  his  Throne  by 
Arms;  and  was  fo  miferable,  as  to  fee  himfelf 
taken  at  his  word./  We  are  not  to  pray,  that 
all  things  may  go  as  we  would  have  them,  but 
3s  molt  conducing  to  the  good  of  the  World 
and  yve  are  not  in  our  Prayers  to  obey  our 
Wills,  but  Prudence.  We  feem,  in  truth,  to 
make  .ufe  of  ,oqr  Prayers,  as  of  a kind  of  Gib- 
berifh,  and  as  thole  do  who  employ  Holy 
Words  about  Sorceries  and  Magical  Operations  : 
And  as  if  we  made  account,  the  benefit  we  are 
to  reap  from  them,  depended  upon  the  con- 
texture,.found  and  gingle  of  Words,  or  upon 
the  'compofing  of  the  Countenance.  For  hav- 
ing the  Soul  contaminated  with  Concupil'cence, 
not  touch’d  with  Repentance,  or  comforted  by 
any  late  Reconciliation  with  Almighty  God, 
go  to  prefent  him  luch  Words  as  the  Memo- 
ry fuggefts  to  the  Tongue,  and  hope  from 
tnerce  to  obtain'  the  Remiflion  of  our  Sins. 
There  is  nothing  fo  eafie,  fo  fweet,  and  fo  fa- 
vouiabje,  as  the  Divine  Law  : She  calls  and  in- 
vites us  to  her,-  Guilty  and  Abominable  as  vte 
art:  Extends  her  Arms,  and  receives  us  into 
Bolom,  as  foul  an$J  polluted  as  we  &t  prc- 
r * lent 
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fent  are,  and  are  for  the  future  to  be.  But 
then  in  return,  we  are  to  look  upon  her  with  a 
refpe&ive,  and  a graceful  Eye,  we  are  to  re- 
ceive this  Pardon  with  all  imaginable  gratitude 
and  fubmiffion,  and,  for  that  inftant  at  Ieaft, 
wherein  we  addrefs  our  felves  to  her,  to  have 
the  Soul  fenfible  of  the  ills  we  have  commit- 
ted, and  at  defiance  with  thofe  Paflions,  that 
feduc’d  her  to  offend,  for  neither  the  Gods, 
nor  Good  Men  (fays  Tlato)  will  accept  the 

Prefent  of  a Wicked  Man. 

» \ 

lmmunis  aram  fi  tetigit  manus. 

Non  fumptuofa  blandior  bojiia 
MoRivit  averfos  Tenates, 

Fane  pio , & faliente  mica. 

The  pious  Off’ring  of  a piece  of  Bread, 

If  by  a pure  Hand  on  the  Altar  laid. 

Than  Coftly  Hecatombs,  will  better  pleafe 
ThJ  offended  Gods,  and  their  juft  Wrath  appeafe. 


Her.  1. 3, 
Ode  a 3 


CHAP.  LVII.\ 

r • 

. : .;.<?/ dge- 

I Cannot  allow  of  the  Proportion  we  fettle 
upon  our  felves,  and  the  fpace  we  allot  to  , 
the  duration  of  Life.  I fee  that  the  Wife  con- 
tract it  very  much,  in  comparifon  of  the  com-, 
mon  Opinion.  What  (faid  the  Younger  Cato 
• to  thofe  who  would  ftay  his  Hand  from  Killing 
himfelf, ) am  I now  of  an  Age  to  be  Reproach’d, 
that  I go  out  of  the  World  too  foon  : And  yet 
he  was  but  Eight  and  Forty  Years  Old.  He 
thought  that  to  be  a mature  and  competent 

Age, 
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Age,  confidering  bow  few  arrive  unto  it,  and 
fucb,  as  foothing  their  Thoughts  with  I know 
not  what  courfe  of  Nature*  promife  to  thera- 
felves  fome  Years  beyond  it,  could  they  be 
privileg’d  from  the  infinite  number  of  Accidents 
to  which  we  are  by  natural  fubje&ion  expos’d, 
might  have  fome  Reafon  fo  to  do.  What  an 
Idle  Conceit  it  is,  to  exped  to  Die  of  a decay 
of  Strength,  which  is  the  laft  of  eflfeds  of  the  ex- 
trearaeft  Age,  and  to  propofe  to  our  felves  no 
fliorter  Leafe  of  Life  than  that,  confidering  it 
is  a kind  of  Death  of  all  others  the  moft  rare, 
and  very  hardly  feen  ? We  call  that  only  a 
Natural  Death,  as  if  it  were  contrary  to  Na- 
ture, to  fee  a Man  break  his  Neck  with  a Fall, 
be  Drown’d  in  Shipwrack  at  Sea  ; or  fnatch’d 
away  with  a Pleurifie,  or  the  Plague,  and,  as 
if  our  ordinary  condition  of  Life  did  nor  ex- 
pofe  us  to  thefe  Inconveniences.  Let  us  no 
more  flatter  our  felves  with  thefe  fine  founding 
Words : We  ought  rather,  at  a venture,  to  call 
that  Natural,  which  is  Common  and  Univer- 
fal.  To  Die  of  Old  Age,  is  a Death  rare, 
extraordinary  and  fingular,  and  therefore  fo 
much  lefs  Natural,  than  the  others:  ’Tis  the 
laft  and  extreameft  fort  of  Dying  : And  the 
more  remote,  the  lefs  to  be  hop’d  for.  It  is 
indeed  the  Boundary  of  Life,  beyond  which 
we  are  not  to  pafs : Which  the  Law  of  Nature 
has  pitch’d  for  a Limit,  not  to  be  exceeded : 
But  it  is  withal  a Privilege  fhe  is  rarely  feen  to 
give  us  to  laft  till  then.  ’Tis  a Leafe  fhe  only 
Signs  by  particular  favour,  and  it  may  be,  to 
one  only,  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  Ages  : 
and  then  with  a Pafs  to  boot,  to  carry  him 
through  all  the  Traverfes  and  Difficulties  fhe 
has  ftrew’d  in  the  way  of  this  long  Carreer. 

And 
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And  therefore  my.  Opinion  is,  that  when  once 
Forty  Years  Old,  we  ftould  confider  k as  an 
Age  to  which  very  few  arrive  : For  feeing  that 
Men  do  not  ufually  proceed  ib  far,  ie  is:  a fign 
that  we  are  pretty  well  advanc’d,  and  fince  we 
have  exceeded  the  ordinary  Bounds,  which 
make  the  juft  meafure  of  Life,  we  ought  not  to 
expe<ft  to  go  much  further  ; having  efcap’d  fo 
many  Precipices  of  Death,  whereinto  we  have 
feen  fo  many  other  Men  to  fail,  we  ft  on  Id  ac- 
knowledge, that  fo  extraordinary  aFortune,  as 
that  which  has  hitherto  refca’d  us  from  thofe 
imminent  Perils,  and  kept  us  alive  beyond  the 
ordinary  term  of  Living,  is  not  likely  to  con- 
tinue long.  ’Tis  a fault  in  our  very  Laws,  to 
maintain  this  Errour,  That  a Man  is  not  capa- 
ble of  managing  his  own  Eftate,  till  he  be  Five 
and  Twenty  Years  Old,  whereas  he  will  have 
much  ado  to  manage  his  Life  lo  long.  Augujlut 
cot  off  Five  Years  from  the  Ancient  Romm 
Standard,  and  declar’d^  that  Thirty  Years  Old' 
was  fufficient  for  a Judge.  Servius  Tullius  fuper- 
feded  the  Knights  of  above  Seven  and  Forty 
Years  of  Age , from  the  Fatigues  of  War : 
Augujfas  difmis’d  them  at  Forty  Five  : Though 
methinksit  feems  a little  unlikely,  that  Men 
ftould  be  lent  to  the  Fire- fide,  till  Five  and 
Fifty,  or  Sixty  Years  of  Age.  I ftould  be  of 
Opinion,  that  both  our  Vacancy  and  Employ- 
ment, ftould  be  as  far  as  poffible  extended  for 
the  Publick  Good:  But  I find  the  Fault  on  the 
other  fide,  that  they  do  not  employ  us  Early 
enough.  This  Emperour  was  Arbiter  of  the 
whole  World  at  Nineteen,  and  yet  would  have 
a Man  to  be  Thirty,  before  he  could  be  fit  to 
bear  Office  in  the  Common-wealth.  For  my 
part  I believe,  our  Souls  are  Adult  at  Twenty, 
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fuch  as  they  are  ever  like  to  be,  and  as  capable 
then  as  ever.  A Soul  that  has  not  by  that  time 
given  evident  earned  of  its  Force,  and  Ver- 
tue,  will  never  after  come  to  proof.  Natural 
Parts  and  Excellencies  produce , that  they 
have  of.  Vigorous  and  Fine,  within  that  Term, 
or  never. 

Of  all  the  great  Humane  A&ions  I ever 
Heard,  or  Read  of,  of  what  fort  foever,  I have 
obferv’d,  both  in  former  Ages,  and  our  own, 
more  perform’d  before  the  Age  of  Thirty,  than 
after:  And  oft-times  in  the  very  Lives  of  the 
fame  Men.  May  I not  confidently  inftance  in 
thofe  of  Hannibal , and  his  great  concurrent 
Sripio?  The  better  half  of  their  Lives,  they 
liv’d  upon  the  Glory  they  had  acquir’d  in  their 
Youth ; great  Men  after,  ’tis  true,  in  Compa- 
rifon  of  others,*  but  by  no  means,  in  compan- 
ion of  themfelves.  As  to  my  own  particular,  I 
do  certainly  believe,  that  fince  that  Age,  both 
my  Understanding,  and  my  Conftitution,  have 
rather  decay’d,  than  improv’d,  and  retir’d,  ra- 
ther than  advanc’d.  ’Tis  poffible,  that  with 
thofe  who  make  the  beft  ufe  of  their  Time, 
Knowledge  and  Experience  may  grow  up  and 
encreafe  with  their  Years  ,•  but  the  Vivacity, 
Quicknefs  and  Steadinefs,  and  other  pieces  of 
us,  of  much  greater  Importance,  and  much 
more  elfentially  our  own,  Langaifh  and  De- 
cay, -■••  • 

. . “!  * - . J . J.*  r> 

Lucres. 1.^. Ubi  jam  validis  quajfatum  e(l  viribus  avi 

Corpus , & obtpfts  cecidcrunt  viribus  art  us, 

Claudicat  ingenium,  dclirat  Unguaqitt  mtnfjur.  - - 

• „ w ’ ! ‘i  . V 1 1 * , * • i * 

When  once  the  Body’s  fiiaken  by  Time’s  Rage, 
The  Blood  and  Vigour  ebbing  into  Age,  - ■»’  ^ 
r The 
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The  Judgment  then  Halts  upon  either  Hip, 

The  Mind  does  Doat, Tongue  into  NonfenfeTrip. 

Sometimes  the  Body  firft  fubmits  to  Age,  fome- 
times  the  Soul,  and  I have  feen  enow,  who 
have  got  a Weaknefs  in  their  Brains,  before  ei- 
ther in  their  Hams,  or  Stomach  : And  by  how 
much  the  more,  it  is  a Difeafe  of  no  great  pain 
to  the  infedted  Party,  and  of  obfcure  Symp- 
toms, fo  much  greater  the  danger  is.  And  for 
this  reafon  it  is,  that  I complain  of  our  Laws, 
not  that  they  keep  us  too  long  to  our  Work, 
but  that  they  fet  us  to  work  too  late.  For  the 
Frailty  of  Life  confider*d,  and  to  how  many 
Natural  and  Accidental  Rubs  it  is  Obnoxious 
and  Expos’d : Birth,  though  Noble,  ought  not 
to  fliare  fo  large  a Vacancy,  and  fo  tedious  2 
courfe  of  Education. 
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